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SUBJECT: WIROGUE/1 Missio~ to Kin~hasa, December 1~60 

·, 

On l3 Ma~ch 1975 a search·of available documents was 
made to determine the reason for the_ comment_ in paragraph 2 
of~ 17 December.l960 cable from Leopoldville indicating 
t;.hat WIROGUE/1 had attempted to recruit a European to be a 
member pf: "~m ex·ecution squad. n The research did not clarify 
this matter to any great extent, although some assumptions 
can-be made on the basis of-circumstantial evidence • 

. \HRO_GUE/1 l·.ra~ .. an ethnic :G~:.p'r:g;J?:~nt-recrui ted ;,1nd tr~ined · 
for the old.REDSO~~$ program. Although born in the.Soviet 
Union, lie oved to Wester_n.__Eu ~n two years old.. He 

.. fought in »and as o·f 1960 \'las 
·essential ess. peripherally with the F~ench 
Resistance,- he was sentenced to death by the Getmal)_§~U!.1~-
liberateq by the U.S. Army in.J returned to 10 
By 1950 he had man~ged to rob 1a ank of a sizea le 
sum_ of money, receive a-prison . e and be released five 
years 3.ater for good behavior. He \'las brought to the United-· 
_S ies. originally _for se as one of _t\11'0 agents for Project 

EI'lTINEL. He spoke _t-:~,_v_e}'French and fluent G~qr.gl,~n, 
German and English.. o S . ···~· · 

·. ·• 

By 1960 the-Agency was involved in a reasonably major 
eff6rt to.resettle WIROGUE/1, possibly in Mexico, for.the 
mission 'for. '\'lhich he had been brought to the United States 
had been canceled. lqiROGUE/l's file indicates that as of 

-.· 

: 30 August steps \v-ere. being taken to resettle him in Mexico. 
·However, on·-19 Septembe~·l960. two members ~f Africa Division 
met uith him to discuss "an operational assignment in Africa . 
Division."- In. connection '\·d th this assignment, WIROGHE}l · 
\·Tas to be. trained in demolition;, s·mall arms and medical 

_. immunization. Plans to re.set·tle him in. Mexico 1..;er·e can-. 
. ccled. He 1..;as provided· a nm.; pseudonym and immimi za ti(;:m 

. .. ~ .. 

. shots. In-October 1960 a cable to Leopoldville stated that 
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WIROGUE/1 \<las being prepared for deep cover assignment to 
arrive Leopoldvi lle late November. Headquarters noted f-!--'.:t;, 

·intent to use him as utiJity agent in~order to"(a) organize 
and conduct a surveillance team; (b) intercept packages; 
(c) blo~ up bridges; and (d) execute other assignments 
requiring.positive: act;i.on. ~His utilization is not to .be 
restricted to Leopoldville. Indeed, he· may be subject to 
call by nther African stitions although it is rixpccted for 
·nim .to be resident· in .Leopoldville." In ·this cable WIROGUE/1 
l'ias described c_orrectly as. an inventor, photographer, archi­
te~t, forger and former bank robber. He was judged to b& 
ingen~ous, observant_, shre1..rd, glib and one \'Tho relished 
intrigue. and da,ring. He was .assessed as able to "learn 
quicl~ly· and carry out any assignment l"'i thout regard to 
danger." As he l'/as .in the United States black the lan 
ltas for him to depart ·bla~k, documented as an .If 
to surface .in :1'/,est~;.GermanY:,· and from there to procee on 
his m-rn to Leopoldville. In November 1960 nto prevent his . 
identification toJi th the U.S. Government or BKHERALD· and to· 
preclude any unexpected recovery of p.is past \vhich tvould . 

· associ·ate him l'li th his pre-BKHERALD life", WI ROGUE/I under­
wen:t plas~ic surgery· to change the s'hap'.e';)o'f hiS':::·nose~::.. He 
was rovided a toupee for co~stant wear and documented as 
an ..rho had never been to the-United States. Cov 
fo liisp-resence in Leo oldyille as to be as 
pos~ibiy that of a A rather le sess~ 
meni ~£ his"ch~ract e summed up by saying he was 
able to· rationalize ani action jf he had strong case offi­
cer direction .. Training records.for WTROGUE/1, subsequent 
to his engagement by the Africa Division, indicate tra~ning 

_only in .SW. · 
.. 

WIROGUE/1 a,rri~ed in Leopoldville on 2 6IT. 
His case officer gave him· the .follmdn · instruc · ns :o (a) 
to build cover possibly by ~pening a and 
(~) to try to spot persons for a surve1 ance _team, 1n el· 
assets~ particularly in Oriental province, and para-military 
assets •. Almost 'immediately upon arrival he ran into QJJ'!!Ntj 

·who told the station th~t WIROGUE/1 looked like an intil- · ., 

;-.· .. 

ligen~e·agcnt. Jn attemptin~ to rectuit QJWINa for his f 
"execution squad11

; WIROGUE/1 exceeded his instructions to / 
avoid making approaches without checking with Leopoldville 
station. 
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In January 1961 Leopoldville asked for a~thority to 
.perl\lit l'liROGUE/1 tp take ~ti·ng~A-¢:$.·SJ~li.~;:.so that ion 
~~:could b ed for clartdestine missions· (t 1-1as 
reoistcred i LMl/1' s name). S ion -acknm>~le s-
·ac!.;.-antage of crossing WIROGUE/1 an q):LAM/1 operations 

oU&OCLM-I/1 l':as never involved in any assassination schemes).· 
. Jie?d.quarters approved fllting·_.c.lesson· By March 19 61 WI ROGUE 1 

had o tained the "tion o o the 
ith the almost'-.:-::---

~~;g.a-E~e~rrfinngg- e on 
~ By April 1961 the Jkre 

n arms and instructors ~n rn 
1 WIROGUE/1 ,;as teaching 
· although he himself ad nly several 

ID<ID-lli:s~r:lier and 1ias readi anuals· at night 
to stay ahead of _his class. I WIROGUE/1 departed 
Leopoldville because· he. had run into difficulty·obtaining 
a re.sidence permit.· He was terminated_in September 1961. 
In a· summary of his activity in August 1961; Leopoldville 
St~tion said WIROGUE/1 knew very little about station activ-

. ities. 

It is the l~Tr:lter 's .opinion that WIROGUE/1 \vas recruited 
for his Congo-assignment because of his third country nationil 
background in order to establish a support mechanism in 
Leopol:dville. At the time the Congo was in chaos, BKHERALD . 
had·few asseti and th~re was some likelihood that the polit~, 
ical situation would d~generate quickly~ The Station possibly 
also \~Tan ted to have a latent para-military capability and . ·· 
·wiRO~UE/l's background and previous training for the REDSO~<f:cy. 
. prog~am made him a suitable candidate. This is,. of course) · 

conj ectur~ •. 
o6 . · · · 

Perhaps pertinent is an October 964 ass ssmertt of · 
WIROGUE 1 who hhd been turned over to or resettling 

· in :(1 Resettling him had turne out to be an enormous 
yr em. he October 1964 cable notes that WIROGUE/1 had 

. an intense desire for intelligence service .and enjoyed ~h~ 
. role of ·lower· echelon action agent~ Although he threatened 
· to go to \~Tork for the French I~S, it '"as not believed that he ~f£.,....>r~<f'. __ 
-~~-::o&:"'-Ai \'lould be accepted. The assessment indicated there 1 : 

wa·s little flap potential· with _WIROGUE/1 since he kne1<1 lir.tle 
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about the Agency. In particular, in the Congo he was m·rarc 
only of the COS's contact \vi th ·contact . \'!IROGUE/1 spent 
most of his time try in~~ to d'cvelo]1 contacts and \·ras. not 
directly involved · cular operation. 
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