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Rev1ew of Selected Items in the

SUBJECT : _
' Lee Harvey OSWALD File Regarding Kllegﬂ~_ K
tions of CASTRO Cuban Involvement in the_~jA
John . KENNEDY AssaDSlnatlon "
REFERENCE : Letter by Davxd W. Belin to _
' Mr. E. Henry Knoche, 15 April 1975,
paragraph 3 (Regarding Public Statoﬂenf
by CASTRO, etc. ), attached
'BACKGROUND ' |

1. On Satqfday evenlng, 7 SepteMber 1863, . f‘-fl%"

‘Fidel CASTRO appeared at a Braz;llan Embassy recepc*on in-

'hHavana, even more unusual CASTQO submltted to an xnformal

-Danlel HARKER.

1nuerv1ew by the A35001ated Press correspondentr

z,r HARKER'S 1nterv1ew reached New York on Sunday,-

8 September, and was in prlnt throughout tne oopntry.on f

Monday, 9 September. There can be no question- from the

“facts surrounding the CASTRO ap?earance, which had not'been

- expacted, and his agreement to the interview, that this

event represented a more-than-ordinary attempt to get a

message on the record in the United States. v s
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3. CASTRO's statements to HARKER covered a range'of
" topics but dealt principally.with American political -

leadership, in particular President KENNEDY, whom he ex-

coriated-in extraordinarily provocative'fashion

‘(“',.. KENNEDY is a cretin;" " ... the BATISTA of his
'times',...the most o?portunistic American President of-
all time ..."). o |

.4. -The interview also contained an uncompTimentary

‘ reference to Senator GOLDWATER and Cuban delay in signing

-the llmlted nuclear test ban. There were~d1fferences in
- ‘ﬁ" :

-..the, replay by UnrteﬁaStates newspapers like the

T . "\
=New York Tlmes and Washlngton papers, w1th a resalt that
IR CPSTRO’S messago was 51gn1flcanely modulated- - j -]-
§H-~: .‘-?‘- . . ] ) . K )
L fj 5.- In New Orleans, where Lee Harvey OSWALD resxde&

untll the mlddle of September 1963, the 'HARKER. story

i'appeared 1n the pr1n01pal mornlng paoer, the Tlmes“Plcayune,.

on Monday, 9 Septemher; page 7 under a. three—column head-

:ﬁ”-;Qf 5fr.llne" “CASTRO Blasts Raids on Cuba.’ Says O. S Leaders
| -fImoerlled .by Ald to Rebelso" The story ro7lowed under the
_HAR:(ER_ by-—'llne: | | S B S
| "Havana (AP} - Prime Minister .
Fidel Casrro said Saturday night: °UDS~:
leaders wouId-be-in denéer if they-helped

in any attempt to do away with leaders of

Cuasast




14-00000

SECRET (T

"Bitterly denouncing what he called
receﬁt U.S. prompted raids on Cuban terxi-
tor&, Castro said: f'We are prepared to
£fight them and answer in kind. U.S. ‘leaders
should think that if they are aiding terror— -
ist plans to eliminate Cuban 1eaders,_the§
theﬁselvee'will not be safe.® .

® e Worid affairs'.,. seemad to bev.
entering a.more peaeeful-ciimate a'few days

. _ago, but now this-trend_has changed with
..attacks. | o
| “'The U. S;frs always readyrto negotlate RN
-and make promlses whlch 1ater it w111 not honor, -
"Thls has happened to promlses made durlng fhe“' T

<

October crisms."They have been broken as can

BT ba seen w1th new attackS-

“‘But I warn thws is leadlng to a Very
. dangerous 51tuatlon that could lead.to a worse

f'cr151s than October s ;};[“- '-“f; 17";7. ol

C 6. The New York Tlmes, in its coverage.en 9 September,‘*

used a UPI wire service report which omitted any reference

. to the warning and threat which gave the interview its real

significance. The Washington Post did an abbreviated xe4
write (9 September, page A-~7) which, 51mrluclyp omitt ted

any reference to the main thrust of CaSTRO's remarﬁs-

..

3
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lﬁthe Dallas kllllng.: More 1mnortant, the 1nterv1ew appears

';1n deallng wrth the consnlracy hypothe51s. There is no -

nﬂevxdence in the flles ‘that anythlng along these llnes was'

The Evening Star of Washington, D. C., printed the HARKER

.story nearly in its entlrety 1n the second sectlon of the

paper (9 September 1963 page B- 4) and reworded the content

of the HARKER 1nterv1ew, plac1ng the emphasis on the;po-

litical aspects - in particular; highlighting the GOLDWATER B

Helements and burylng CASTRO's warnlng to the United &tates

1eadersh1p in the mlddle of the plece°
7. There is no ev;dence 1n the fllec on the KEHNBDY

assassination that this CASTRO interview was con31dere& in

-following up leads oxr invdeaiings‘with the Warreh’comﬁiqsiono
and 1ts staff although Mex1co Starlon specrflcally directed

'oHeadquarters attentlon to the AP story very shortly after.

'zfto have bnen fq;gotten 1n the contemporary pOlltlcal consxdr

'-eratlon of relatlons with CASTRO s Cuba. There is no ev1donce '

-1n the Agency records, elther, thdo the Warren Comm15310n R

:fstaff 1tse1f pursued the 1mp11catlon of the CASTRO 1nterv19w

'staced by any other Cuban leader before “the assassrnatlon.

8. The purpose of this rev1ew, undexrtaken at Mr, Belln rs
request, is to recon51der Lee Harvey OSWALD's activity on " the
assumption that as an avid newspaper reader -~ which we know

from testimony of Marina OSWALD and others — he read the

CASTRO warning and threat as reported above. The results

4
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-of the rev1ew, admlttedly heavxly using the 20 ~ 20 quallty
of hlnd51ghb, may bs stlnulated in summary.-

‘a. There is no'lncrement of credible

evidence, appiyiﬁg this phrase strictly, of

‘Soviet;ahd/or Cuban political, intel}igéﬁée‘.
or seguritj.ser&iqe,involvement in the 536 
i' .séssinatioﬁ to what was developed gh&-cohh
'.éidered by the .Warren Commission and its-i

’ staff -The'Commissioﬁ‘s finding that

Lee Harvey OSWALD was the killer of-
PreSLdenL KENVEDY and Offlcer TIPPIT and did "™

them 111 alone and OL hls own determlnatlon

- B

standsr_:_ . ]
.f¥f;' "q;edlble ev1dence" that would
upset or 51gn1f1cantly modlfy thlS judqement
dld (and does) ﬁot ex15t 1n WaShlngton.. But_
'such ev1dence could ex1st in. Moscow and/or»d

Havana, whose voluntary 1nputs to the Warren

5f;}f Ccmm1551on.weie mlnlmal in quantlty ahd ’;'?5"5”T4-*-:
| quallty, desxgned to cover up any admlssiéns
of knowledge of, or connectlon‘w1th, OSWALD
- which migﬁt be ;elated directly or indirectl§
' with the'ass’assinatiofx.~ Therefbre,.the belief_
that there was Soviet and/or‘Cuban {XKGB and/or'

DGX) connection with OSWALD will persist and
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gfow uﬁtil there has been a fell disclosure
- by these governments of all elements of
OSWALD's handling and stay in the Soviet UulOn
land his contacts in Mex1co City. The

‘Warren Commission report should have left a

wider "window" for this contingency. That,
indeed,-was the.opinion at the working level,
particularly in the counterintelligence com—

ponent in the CIA in 1964. As was indicated’

by Mr. Helms in his testimony before the
HWarren Commission, CIA would continue'to
- 7 'regard this aspect-of the OSWALD case as
still open.l__v- S »7*= . 7:'__," S
*fc. In the absence of addltlonal or new
= S elements of "credlble ev1dence, there are
nuances" in the record that cmerge as note*.

worthy, in. the llght of other conclu51ons-’

,‘These are rev1ewedanﬁisummarlzeu below, 1tem~

Coda. CASTRO s warnlng and threat of

7 September 1963 - 1f OSWALD did 1ndee& read

1 . _
‘Investigation of the Assassination of President John F.
KENNEDY. Hearings Before the President's Commission on the
. . Assassination of President KENNEDY (Washington, 1964},
. 'hereafter cited as Hesarings, Vol. V., pp. 120 - 129. See
especially p.
the case could never be c1osed.

5
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124 -""Mr. Helms: ”Yee.iiI would assume ... T



14-00900

K - . e
hd . . PO . Lty ¢
3 g vt . . e ) P
P . L . b .
.

SECRET

. it in New Orleans -~ must be considered of
great significance in the light of the

pafhological QVOiution of OSWALD's paésive[

aggressive makeué after his attempt to kill

'General WALKER early in April 1963 and hls :
1denu1f1catlon with Fldel CASTRO and the
',Cuban revolution which is dlrectly_trace;
| able as far back as his Marine Corps

"serV1ce in El Toro, California. CASTRO‘S

warnlng and threat, given to AP corres—
sipondent HARKER, 1rrespectlve of whpther ' .f - __ ;‘-j
*jthere was any formal mandate, or even .. e =
;':securlty serV1ce contact w1th OSWALD o -'_ ) :ff
gggﬁ'f“L.  :TfTbY the Cubans or the Ru551ans.~ was an act f
:of 51ngular 1rrespon31h111ty and under no
Jc1rcumstances was excusable as retor51on
Qfor what the. Cuban emlgres weLe 601ng durlng'

';~the summer of 1963.

- . e - . .
= g -

CUBAN CONTACT wrm LEE HARVEY OSWALD, SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA,
.EARGLY. 1959 (7) : '

te s

9;‘ The téstimony 6f Nglson'DELGADO contains an assertion
of germinal Significance td-any review-of the backgiouﬁé of |
Lee Harvey OSWALD's feeling toward and relations with
CASTRO's Cuba. DELGADO was probably the closest peer group

- . L semeemis man e 3 B C e v pes s . . a . . - “u

R - e L e s
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member to OSWALD during his specialist training period

at E1 Toro Marine Corps Base December 1958 - September 1959.

The Warren Commission Report takes note of this:

"OSWALD told DELGADO that he was in
'fquch with Cuban diplomatic officials'iﬁ
this country, which DELGADO at first tookl
to be 'one of his lies, but later |

| believed.’“2 ; '._ S , 'ﬁ‘

'10. Actually DELGADO‘S Lestlmony says a lot more of

:p0531ble ogeratlonal 51gn1flcance than is reflected by tne

'~ulanguage of the repore, and its 1mp11catlons do not appear
"to have been run down or’ developed by lnvestlgatlon. Thus,.L

the record of the beglnnlng of- OSWALD s relatlonshlp-W1th

\r

3  the Cubans sté}ts w1th ‘a questlon mark._ .
lle; The perlod was one of transition 1n U.5. ~.Cuban f
i;relatlons after CASTRO'S takeove*.: OSWALD, ,and DELGADO at ’
the . outset, were CASTRO supporters, OSWALD belng partlcu—'e..
:fftlarly keen about how to get to the lsland. DELGADO testlf'"w".
:fled"'jl-'ﬂ;ﬂ.ﬁiffse?-;ff ie,;.f_;f:. -. :_ii e :
e ... I didn’t know what to tell him, so . o -

I told him the best thing that I know was to

2 :
Report to the President's Commission on the Assassination
of President John F. KENNEDY (wesblngeon, 1964) . bhereaiter
cited as Report, p. 687. ' : T '
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 But at that time that I told him this - we

as far as I could recoilect tha* was mail £xom

) rece1v1ng these letters - you see, he would -~ .. T

-'rece1v1ng letters he had one v131tor.- It was - - ;ffj,i;'/*’fﬁ

“a man, because I got the call from the Mp

SECRET

get in touch with a Cuban Embassy, you know. '

were bn friendly terms with Cuba, you know,

so this wasn't no subversion or malintent,

you know. I didﬁ‘t kﬁew what to answer him.

I told him to see them. ' ' o o -f:  _- 
"After a whlle ‘he told me he wae ;n o |

contact 'with them eso

... I seen this envelope in ‘his foot~

'ldcker, wall—locker, and ‘it wes eddreésed to

:°,him, and they had an official seal on it, and

_Los Angeles, and he waa telllng me there<was ‘

7a Cuban Consul. And Just after he started ; “ﬂefT.-fﬂ L

< B . L ..-_--_.

never go out, but stay neax +he post all the - o
time ...

"_.., he- had one v151tor after he started

guard shack, and they gave me a call that
OSWALD had a visitor at the front gate. This -_-' R

man had to be a civilian, otherwise they would

have let him in. So I had to find somebody to

relieve OSWALD, who was on guard, te go down S

LT L imemilee o o s ST el e wame e ®

g

S ECRET
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_there to v151t with this fellow, and they spent
about an hour-and a half, two hours, talklng,-
I guoss, and he came back. I don t know who the
man was or what they talked about, but he lonked
nqpchalant about the whole thing when he cama
béck.: He never mentloned who he was, nobhlnc

| “Mr. LIEBELuR° How long did he talk to
hlm, do you z:emembe:c'> ' _

| M. DELGADO : About ah{hour and half,
%Wo hours .LQ | h |

"Mr LIEBELER. You.never asked OSWALD -

Wi

tMr. QBLGADO : No.'No ..._ 5];:{¢

‘q'“Mr. LIEBELER~ Dld you connect thlS v151t

fthat OSWALD had at that tlme thh the Cuban

'Consulate°

-~

'1f"Mr. DELGADO : X dld because I thought lt

{-fﬁnny for hlm to be rece1v1ng a caller at such
:.late date - tlme._ Also,‘up to thls tlme he

. fhardly ever recé1Ved mall'-ln fact he seldom_:

recelved mall from- home because I made it a

policy, I used to plck up the mall for our unlt

and dlqtrlbute it to the guys in there, and ve“y

seldom did I ever see one for him. But every so

-

weiten, oftor he started o gebt in conhaob with

L&
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;pamphlets and newspapers ...

-ferent colors30n-iﬁ}_red and:white;'almost
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-~

these Cucan-pcoéle, he started getting lettex

" ... and he also started receicing iettcrs,
you know, and co books, maybe pamphlets, you
know, little-like church, things we get from
church, you know, but it wasn't a church-_ -

MM, LIEBELER: - Were they_wrltten 1n.
Spanish, aﬁj of them, do you know? .‘

."“Mr-_DELGADo :'fnct.thqt I can recall,

no. -

"Mr. LIEBELER° Did ycu have any reascn .

" to belleve that these thlngs caine to OSWALD'

from the Cuban Consulate°

-"Mr. DELGADO We‘l, 3 took'lt for Urante&':"

. &

that they dld after I seen the envelop &, ycu

know ... somethlng llke a.Mex1can_eagle,_with'a'

_ big,'impressiﬁe séal,lyoﬁ know,- Théyihad'dif~

' floosed llke our” colors, you know. But T can t

i recall the seal. I just knew 1t was in Latln,

United, somethlng llke_that, .I couldn't under—
stand. It was Latin. '
"Mr. LIEBELER: You don't know forhsure :

whether it was from the Cuban Consulate?

L N - 't'-.)—.-~._...._.‘ - el o - -
FREEE S - f B e . e bl g M e % m, ¢ i v - G emee e e e S h e miem e
] ll W . .

P
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*Mr._DELGADO : No. But he had told me
prior}ljuet before I found that envelope in hiSf
:well locker, tpat-he was-receiving'mail féeﬁ o
them, and one time he offered to shpg it tq'me,
but I ﬁasn't much interested because at the
time we had work to do, and I never dia ask

to see tﬁat paper again, you Pnow.

_“Mr. LIEBELER: Did he tell you what h

- correspondence with the Cuban Consulate was

ebout?

Mr. DELGADO- : No, he didn'

-'“; “Mr LIEBLLER. Dld he ever 1nd1cate to you

' that 1t had to do w1th the conversatlons that

‘f you had abdut g01ng over to Cuba°

"Mr._DELGADO : No. The only thlng he

'told nme was’ that rlght after he had this con- -

versatlon w1th the- Cuhan people was thae he waS" 

“7:w901ng to - once he got out of the servmce - he

-  12}, OSWALD'S appllcaelon to Albert Schweltzer College,f_'
:-ChﬁrWalden, Sw1tzerland, was dated 19 March 185¢%,

" was presumably to report there on 20 April 1560.

'lﬁwas go;ng to Sw1tzerland .,l,"3 “1-}j:;}'_;

3.

and he -

Destined

for discharge'frOm the Marines on 7 December 1959, OSWALD

3
_Hearings, Volume VIXI, pp. 241 ~ 243.

2
£

?\5
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accelérated hie exit on grounds of faﬁily hardship in early
September 1959. On 27 September.1969 he was issued a
U.S; passport valid for tra%el - among other places te
' Cuba and the USSR. -He entered the Soviet Unienxfrom
Finland on 15 October 1959.
13.. DELGADO's testlmony has the cast of credlblllty-
':Gténtihg that, it is of basic importance to focus attention
on the male visitor who contacted OSWALD at EL Torc éamp
and'talked with hiﬁ for between one and a half;to two houxs;

’ “he event was unlque in DELGADO’ recollectlons, and actLally

'there is nothlng 1lke 1t - on the recoxrd -~ in everyth;ng else

",we know about OSWALD'S act1v1ty in the Unlted States before:

or after hlS return to the Unlted States.f The-record reflectﬂ-

no 1dent1f1cat10n of the El Toro contact._ DELGADO s presump~..

\

“~¢'t10n 1s that he was. from the Cuban Consulate in’ Los Angeles‘;':

Z'_Assumlng that, the questlons are: Who was 1t, and was
" ‘there reportlng from Los Angeles to Washlngton and Havand

"that could 1n effect, represent the openlng of a Cuban
4 - . K . . oo .' ) e ) ) C S _T-

5ﬁff11e on OSWALD° S T U S I

o . . . . . o .o - . . - -
RS . e . . - B P : - . - - . - . ¢ -

'*pREbIcTIONW OF PRESTDENT KENNEDY'S DEMISE BY COMMUNIST .
'PARTY CELL LEADER MORSE BENITEZ ZABOLA, 1962 R

14. Guatemala Statlon forwarded to Headquarters on

9 January 1964 a dupllcate copy of a raw report by a

4
U.S5./Cuban diplomatic and consular relations vere severed

on 3 January 1961. _ . e : . SRR

B Tt . . e . - . . -t >
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penetration dated 5 January 1962 describing events at the
- yearly Communist Party cell meeting. The cell leader,
- ‘Morse BENITEZ Zabola, said that the Communist'Pérty in

Guatamala should form a single new'party; "We need not

fbteoccﬁpy ourselves b§er the politics of President KENNEDY.
'beéause we know, according to progpéstications, that he o
will die witﬁin the present year,-l?ﬁz.“

15. This réport"apparéntly had been discounted when

it was received and was not forwarded until the Station

re-reviewed all of its material after the assassination.

The file reflects no followfup’or formal dissemination

ENIGMATIC THREATS BY CUBAN THIRD SECRETARY IN THE HAUGE r
.+ 7 NOVEMBER 1963 . S S
B By .IG.J'A sensitive[:::::::]source, reportlng after the

KgmNEDY assa551natlon, 1nd1caued that at the Sovxet receétlon
on 7 November 1963, the Cuban Thlrd Secreta:y, _ .
Rlcardo L. SANTOS ‘Pesa,’ dlscussed the recent refugee rald; o
on’ Cuba and thelr 1mp11cat10ns thh a hosthountry dlplomat,
: concludlng with the admonltlon: "-,.. Just walt-and yoq
will sée what we can do. It w111 happen soon.* . Asked ﬁd'
“be more spac1f1c what would happen soon, SANTOS replled- -
“Juot ‘wait, just wait.®

17. These data were passed to the Warren Comnission

by memorandum, 31 Maxch 1964. SANTOS was reported to h&ve

e

of the report. ) - .. . LT --_;:
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a history of medical instability and was summarily recalled

from The Hague reportedly for reasons related to that fact

> . . . - - -

~in April 1966. | o R _ -

INTERCEPTEﬁ CONVERSATION OF CUBAN EMBASSY EMPLOYEE,
LUISA CALDERON, AFTERNOON OF 22 NOVEMBER 1963

- 18. At 1730 Mexico City tlmo, about five hour after the f
KENVLDY assa351natlon,'a Cuban Ennasay employee named '.:%;
"LULSa" recelved a telephone call in Spanlsh from an uniden—

tlfled male out51qe.-_

19. " The caller asked her if she had heard the latest
-._neWS;p-PLuisa" jokingly replied: "Yes, of course,'I'knew
it almost before KENNEDY ew Imaglne, one;'two; three and’_

-now, that makes three [she laughs], what barbarlans‘ -a;“?
Wi '::;' o ZQ Both sﬁeakers agreed on the serlousness of the
: assassinatlon._'“Lulsa" also statod that the party at
. iSllVla DURAN s had been called off so it would not appear
Athat they were celebratlng the death of KENNEDY, nox wouLd
'etfthey have the party c01nc1de w1th the burlal- Flnally she
;fsald she planned to~move that nlght.lnto the house of a
S doctor (a woman) frlendo | ﬁe;v’ _;:: T _t:f"‘_“.f e{7‘t L

e w -

21, Latln_hyperbole? -Boastful ex post facta suggeetion

" of foreknowledge? This is- the only item in the intercept :
coverage of the Cubans and Soviets after the assassination

that contains the suggeétioh of foreknowledge or expectation.
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'_chief {and as of Juhe'1°64' MIRABEL'S succesoor}

- visits on 27 and 28 September to the Cuban .

SECRET

22. The tehuous,'enignmatic character of the eonversation

is sharply highlighted by the following facts: .

a. “Luiea"_was probably identical with
Luisa CALDERGN, a cadre worker of the Cubaﬁ o
Directorate General of Inteiligeﬁce (DGI);

She returned to Cuba in i964 and wae reported  "
to be worklng in DGI Headquartees° '

b. The DGI elemant in Mexico City in the
fall of 1963 was headed by Alfredo-MIRABEL-Dlaz'

who had arriVed:on'Z'Septembef'1963' formally |

" as the replacement of the Coneul Euseblo AZCUE

(depaxted 19‘November 1963). The deputy DGI i
<
was Manuel Engenio- VEGA Perez.-
'"_c. The *8ilvia DURAN“ named»in Luisa'®s
conversatlon was the receptlonlst, a Mexicah -

natlonal who dealt w1th OSWALD durlng hls known

1nstallat10n§ in connectlon w1th a Cuban VLSa'- -::-;

“appllcatlon for stay and/ox tran51e.

Silvia DURAN is the sole 1ive witness.on the
recoxrd regarding OSWALD'S actiéity in
MexiCO‘City-. Her testlmony, howeverF in Lfe
entlrﬂ*j was taken and presented, solely, by the
Mexicdn Governmental authorities. A direct
1o
s B.C

=Ty
NG -
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confrontation with her was regquested by the
"Warren Commission staff'bﬁt rejected by the
Mexican authorities. It is from Silvia DURAN's

statements that it was learned that OSWALD

became engaged in a persohal altercatioﬁ on
27 September with Eusebio AZCﬁE. .
é. ‘Manuel.Engenie VEGA Perez,
'..;aliae Mareos; and his DGI assistant,

' Rogelis RODRIGUEZ Lopei, were. positively

- identified in febrgary 1964 by two independent

- éources as engaged in the active deve‘opment

t.}eu . and fac111tatlon of the tralnlng of Nlcaraguan
agents for the purpose of assaSSLnatlng

T '._General Annstasxo SOMOZA } VEGA, :l.t-lS estah-' -
m@ e _- . - . .\, - - PR A ‘

.llshed was on post in Wex1co Clty durlng .

- o OSWALD s stay there 27 September - 2 Qctober

-1963. He left Mox1co Clty on 3 November 1963

. .-for Havana. It was rellably reported about o

Ti;-‘E;VEGA that all 1ndlv1duals 901ng to Cuba, legallyf}-.t;
L or 111egally, had to pass through hlm flrst- He'lﬁ
_took the blogranhlcal data and- sent lt to Cuba

for name checklng, a procedure whlch_normally

took fifteen.days.'5

5 _

_ For example, VEGA would have handled the details of the

~ tiyisa action and facilitation of the trip to Cuba via
iMexico City from 28 Decemwer 1962 - 21 Janunary 10aa that

DY
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‘23. There is no evidence in the OSWALD case file that
Silvia DURAN was subjected to a systematic elicitative

interrogation that would have related her dealings with

OSWALD, known or conflrmed by 1ntercept, with the data held.-

on the Cuban DGX, its peISOnalltles and methods, 1n

Mex1co Clty.' Was it normal for a case 11ke OsWALD's;

consxderlng the fuss he allegedly made w1th A?CUE, for the
'appllcatlons to be handled solely by a local emolojee and

a lame duck 11ke AZCUE whose slot had been taken by the

DGI chlef? Whatever the answer to these questlons, they

'were not asked at the tlme. Ana there remains ‘the more . .

-

ffundamental questlon, acceptlng the DURAN story on 1ts

face,'could it have happened w1thout the knowledge and

-partlclpatlon oﬁ‘the DGI personnel above cmtcd _Thls:
.-_seems unllkely espe01ally because VEGA 1s later 01ted by .

-a Cuban DGI defector ‘as hav1ng stated he was aware OSWALD B

made sevoral v151ts to the Cuban Consulate.' It 1S'clear_.

CASTRO s overseas 1nte111gence and securlty serv1ce _could

have more 1n its flles than was surfaced in - the DURAN

was taken by Vincent Theodore LEE, the organizer of the

‘Pair Play Committee for Cuba, with which OSWALD established
" relations from Dallas durlng the period 19 April -

2 November 1963. There is an overlap between LEF‘s'and
VEGA's travels to Havana during that period: VEGA

departed Mexico City on 6 January for Havana and returned i

on 13 rebruary 1963.

. ‘1” -
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boastful self-indulgence than was assumed at the time.

“.Cuban Embassy job;~ In the sprlng of 1967 SllVla DURAN

7 was reported by a rellable and senSLtlve source to have- S e

SECRET

statements. Coming back to the boglnnlng' "Luisa" -~

“Lulsa CALDERON -~ as a member of the DGI unit in Mexico ClLy -

u could very well ‘have known somethlng that would make what

she said to her unidentified cailer less a matter of R
SITVIA DURAN, SUBSTANTIAYL AMPLIFICATION OF ADMISSION OF
ALLEGED PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD, 19567

- 24. The defects viewed in hindsight of the Silvia DURAN

testimony already have been suggested abqvet (Ih'that -

. context of criticism it would alsb be relevant to reconzider

: Ehe 1mp11catlons of the two 1ntercephed telephone conversatlone

on 26 Novemonr 1963 between the Cuban Pre51dent, DORTICOS, :

and hls Ambassador to Mecho, Joaqu1m Hernandez ARMAS,

" because the thiust of the conversatlon dealt thh the ques- L
“tion whether Sllv1a DURAN had been asked about [or been

'offered’] money payments by hexr M°x1can 1nterrogators )

25:- As of September 1964 SllVla DURAN gave up her -

cut all relqtlons w1th Cubans. Her account, in 1967, of

how she had beenntaken into eustody and had been lnterrcgated
aftef the assassination repeated wﬁat:was already.knowni -
She added, under circumstances thau did not permit the
-gource to xhallenqe or e11c1t corroboratlve detail, that

.--:,:‘--"-. .. ,19 . - __.'.;__. . . »._‘__.:"_... ) . i .l F

wd

o
-
4
o
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3“:5.d 51m11arly the FBI 1n the Unlted States ~ was the ' i o

5-:ﬁi araguan walkln in Mex1co Clty, 26 November 1963e

hundreds of CIA man—hours 1n Headquarters and abroad -

‘Warren Comm;ss;on under the cryptcgraph *D.

. Qi
- clalmed that he had seen an Amerlcan, whom he 1dent1fled

S ECRET

she had gone out w1th OSWALD during his Stay in Mexico City.

and claimed she had sexual relations with him.

ALLEGATIONS OF COVSPIRATORIAL CONTACT BETWEEXN 'OSWALD AND
CUBAN GOVERNMENT AGENTS WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO
. ALLEGATIONS OF (A) ELENA GARRO DE PRAZ AND
(B) OSCAR CONTRERAS :

- 26. As the Warren'Commission ieported, iterally

idozens of allegatlons of a consplratorlal contact between
' OSWALD and agents of the Cuban Government ndve been

) 1nvestlgated ,..“6 Among these cases, Wthh consumed

é’lberto ALVARADO Ugarte-.__'
- R ._- \

27,~ The ALVARADO case is taken up in deLaLl by the

: n? ALVARADO

':as OSWALD, rece1ve money some tlme in m1d~Septemner 1963

. '_ N

.{k1n a meetlng in a patlo of the Cuban Consulate 1n j-fi

'-—- ._.-__‘ . - . J . -

6 . T o . . e T
‘é%ee Regor . p. 305 ff Some of the others were the cases -
“of Ylario ROJAS Villenueve in Cozumel and Guadaloupe, T -
the’ allegations of Enrique Ruedolo GONGORA in New York Clty,
the ¢laims of Robert Edward GALLANT, Santa Clara Prison
Farm, Callfornla, and the allegatlons of Ray DOBKIN's,

7 | .
See Report, pp. 307 - 308.

.:. “
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 Mexico city. ALVARADO's story was ultimately broken by the
use of,the polygraph, on which ALVARADC showed evidences of
deception, and by bringing ALVARADO's former ﬁicareguan

security service control into the case.

'28. The ALVARADO stéry is a particularly acute repre-
,'sentatiqn of the difficulties that beset_tﬁe evaluation of'
observed evidence: certain elements of the story persast
desplte the 1mpeachment of its major premlses. ALVARAEOg

whose account did not become publlc until the release of

the Warren Report in October 1964, talked con31stently of
the presence in the Cuban Consulate transactlon of a Negro

with red~dyed hair.

e - 29,: Elena GARRO de Paz 1s a mecurlal, artlculate and

soc1ally promlnent Mexlcan erter, marrled, but separated N

;from a hlgh—ranﬁlng Mexlcan forelgn service offlc1al.._She
“ is also the couSLn of Hora01o DURAN,_the husbdno of |
-Sllv1a DURAN, ‘cited above, There is a strong personal B
'dantlpathy between the two ‘women descendlng from _ |
-.Elena GARRO s trenchant antl—Communlsm;_ _ﬂ-;. ;‘{.¥3_;m
30: From October 1964 untll his retlrement in the faLl
7of 1969, a u.s. Embassy offlcer, Charles THOMAS perslstently
.kept up a stream of reports and- memoranda reflecting GARRO*S
.account of what had actually gone on between OSWALDf the |
Cubans and in particular Silvia DURAN in September 1963,
including a repeated reference to a Negre with‘red»dyed'hair;e
R _ L. - .".éi_.._ el L

SECRET
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31. fThe first reference toﬁthe GARRO story was noted in

.a Mexico Station Memorandum of Record dated 12 October 1964:
"Elena GARRO [said] thet she and heri

daughter were invited to a party at the Cuban

Embassy during the period she now finds out

that OSWALD was here in Mexlco prior to the
assaSSLnatlon. She was invited by a Mex*can'
secretary in the Cuban Embassy whose husband
;is a cous in of the GARRO famlly [HoraCLO DURAJ}.

At the party she saw three Grlngos, not

drlnklng, not m1x1ng and more or less Just
i' " - .standlng around together like three bumps_on.e K
_log. Thev were so obtiously}out of place that t : _;
She asked someone in the Cuban Lmbassy about
gggg.,l T : them and wag told that they were just passxng
R through. She olalms that og the way these - hi_ -x;f
.three Grlngos'stooo out she took a good-iook . _‘:f;t

. at them as did her daughter. 'Wheﬁ the

-assa551nat10n occurred and OSWALD'S plcture Qas 1i-=

~-.'spreac'l. 1nto the newspapers, both Elena and |

her daughter immediately sa;d that he was one

of the three Gringos 'without e~éoubt' at the

.party- - _ _

32. GARRO repeated her story to Mr. Charles William
,”iHOMAS, an Embassy politica%tofﬁicer on 10 Decemberlggégi:-
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In September 1963 after her return from abroad, she went

to a party; accompanied by her daughter, at the heme of

' Ruben DURAN [emphasis added]. Ruben is one of the two

.brothers of Horacio DURAN, Qho'married‘her cousih. She
met OSWALD and two other foung Americans.}_At the party
'sﬁe was discouraged from talking with him. OLher guasts
eere”the Cuban Consul AZCUE, Gene:ai Clark FLORES,

. 8ilvia DURAN, who she later learned was-OSWALD‘e mistress

whlle he was here, EmlllO CARBALLIDO and.a.Latin American

Neqro man w1th red halr [empha51s added];~ In November 196°

. when the 1dent1ty of the assa551n became knewn, she and |
her daughter went to the- Cuban Embassy and shouted'
assa551ns"znm10ther 1nsults at tne staff there.8 -Shortly b

Q:
afterward, she and her daughter were v151ted by a frlen&,

N nanuel CARVILLO [or CALVILLO], Lhen an. OffLCldL in the

Secretarlat of the Gobernac1on and were told he had orders

to escort them to a. small and obscure hotel 1n-the center
of town. They were kept there for elght days unde* pretext ﬁ_
thae they were in danger. When she told.CARVILLO sne wanted “.?
to go to the Amerlcan Embassy and eyplaln what Jhe knew of |

: OSWALD, she was told that the Amerlcan Embassy was Full of .
"Communist sples. h

33. On 25 December 1965 and 9 Januaxy 1866 in further

interviews with THOMAS, GARRO and her daughter elaborated and

()
LA

.Thf"e particulars ware not confirmad by indeveandant ohsarvers
at tha time. _
- o _ . 23
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in certain particulars significantly modified her earliex
account. - She also acknowledged that she and her daughtexr

had been interviewed by Embassy officers to wﬁom'she claimed

they did not give a very complete story because the'
ﬁmbassy officers did:not appear tofgive much oredenceLtov
. anything they sald. . ' )
N 34.. It developed that GARRO and daughter had been
1nterv1ewed tmr the Legal Attache on 17 and 24 November 1964

Her lnformatlon had been 51m11ar to what ebe clwlmed Jn her

account to THOMAS but had not been substantlated by 1nqu1r1es.
The FBI representatlve therefore con51dered the matter closed
and reafrlrmed hls dlsengagement from the matter to. the CIA
Chlef of Statlon on. 27 December 1964 and to the Ambassador

p— . on 25 February. ;965.-_...; '_7_:,-;. j-_fr'~_ S _:'_;j T o
_35. The Embassy POllthal Offlcer, however, persxsted in’
-his interv1ews and reportlng. In a memorandum of convelsatlon,:
13 July 1966, GARRO 1dent1fled the piace to which she had been
taken by CALVILLO as . the Hotel Vermont- (Thls detall checke&
out-afrlrmatlvely-; GARRO was ae the Hotel 23 - 24 25 - 27
and 28 - 30 November 1963 ) In another, on 7 February 1967P
. GARRO's contlnulng v1c1551tudes with- the Cubans are set oue-
. And flnally, upOn THOLAS s retlrement from U.S* Government
service, the Department of State, at hlS request,- |

28 Augus; 1969, disseminated to CIA and FBI a comprlat:on of

~his reporting of the Elena GARRO interviews.

24
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36. There the matter rests. GARRQO's chronoloéy of the
.events she descrlbed as hav1ng occurred in the Mexican capltal

in September 1963 never coincided with the conflrmed data

of OSWALD‘s presence there. Her story, however,rhad-two

pOlnuS congruant w1th allegatlons by oehers regardlnq
OSWALD: | | |
a.. ALVARADO's allegetions_regardihg the
Negre with the red~dyed heir-{this detaii could,

however, have been gleaned from the

- Warren CommLSSLOn s publlshed account of the
- "p® case].and
- ‘.;’-'_ . b. SllVla DURAN' s 1ater clalm of
| J-llntrmate personal contacts with OSWALD.

. 37. Beglnnlgg in March and ampllfled in May 1967, the

Amerlcan Consul, Benjamln J. RUYLE, in Tampico developed a

contact with a local Mex1can-journallst,

'6sear.CONTRERAS.Lartigue, who ciaihed to have encountereéed

OSWAsD w1th other pro-CASTRO students at the

Unlver51ty of,Meglco campus ;n September 1963; :':;'f _;;
" 38. -In June 1969 CONTREBAQ was 1nterv1ewed by a CIA
‘efficer: |
| ‘He studied law at the University of Mexico
for three years, approximately 1960 - 19340"He
belonged to a clandestine pro—éASTRO revclﬁtibﬁérQ

. group at the University. Regarding the OSWALD
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case he was extremely cautious and although he

was not able or willing to give dates and '_ o

names, he said_OSWALD visited the University

of'Mexico campus shortly after the Cuban

Enbassy refused him afvisa to visit Cuba.

OSWALD made inguiries regardlng pro- ~Cuban

_revolutlonary groups at ‘the UanEISlty and

’.was_dlrected to CONTRERAS and his frxend.__

. OSWALD met CONTRERAS-and four other persons

as they came out of a round-table discussion -

* held in the faculty of Philosophy. OSWALD

-:.told the group 1t was urgent that he v151t

'_ Cuba and the Cuban Embassy had denled him a o

'¥v1sa. He rEquested ald from CONTRERAS"group,

TCONTREQASanuiothers mlstrusted OSWALD because

they felt he was a CIA provocatlon. _The group S

tallowed OSWALD to accompany them the rest of the o

':'day, that nlght and part of the next day.. OSWALD

et o e

{fwas very 1ntroverted and appeared to.be sllghtly

jcrazy, OSWALD made no ment¢0n of an_assa531natlon‘“

plot but kent brlnglng up the p01nt he had to

travel to,quba 1mmad1auely.

39.

At this point, with FBI knowledge, the matter Qés

turned over to the Mexican apthorities'Who determined that

_CONTRERAS was indeead at the University of Mexico but only

26
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for the years 195§ - 1960 and that he had been.publiciy
assoc1ated in protest act1v1ty for the Student ReVOLULlonary
Bloc (BER) in January 1961. However, the group ceased
fUnctlon;ng as such in the middle of 1962, and
Oscar'CONTRERAS'was never one of ite leaders-. No further _-
work is reflected in the files on the CONTRER&S alicu&txons.
"Apart from the unsustained claims made by CO\TQLP&S abcut _
his own presence at the Unlve&51ty, there is an add;tlcnal
.element that undermines the credlblllty of hls-accouﬁt-

OSWALD'S Spanlsh, whlch was barely adequate to get hlm.meals

_ near the hotel, seems hardly 11ke1y to have permlcted him to L

carry on for an extended perlod w1th a UnlveISLty scudent '

. group- ' E e T . - . R .
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