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RHSTIN, Bayard 

1. Noted negro ch · t rights leader. and . ;eace worker. Born ~&h 

1913 in V:est Chester. :~enn. He resides ~ · · New ~~rk Citz. 
.. 

2. Subject admitte· ' has had· numero\W contacts with CP· members and CP 
.,. 

front gro altho"t:h there iB no infr.-r·~;•.:ltion to indicate that he. is 

now a· Communist o·r , hiZlllr. A cursory review of voluminous information 

indic:;ates that RUS'i'IN maintains contact with CP affiliated groups and. 
their members to further his own vrark in the civil rigbta mavemeut and. 

peace crusades. Subject appears dedicated to his cause but is hampered 

·somewhat by' irre Uity · a.ru:I iJ:JJ.J!IIIHJH.fiil.lj a · homoshua.l problem. 
; .. . . . 

3• H~s a member of the Young Communist League 
I 

~ 

· ~: ~ Stude and an active m~t~!:.J~!.lJ~~;:.J1~iA1W1.,!!;~ 

· -~ In 1957 Subject attended the 16th National Co:mrention of ther CPUSA as 

· a non--Communist. observer and represenative of th8 War Rulsiaterr:r League" 

In July 1950 he stated that he was· formerly a member of the CP but was 

National 

Committee for Non-Jliolent Action. He was Secretary 1/Hf to Martin Luther - .... ~ . . . 

KING from 1956 to 1960 and in 1.962 he was Assistant Secr&tar.Y for the 

1- ...... ·."' 

'I 

hern C~s):.j.~~.....Q._Qpf_!!ll"e~p-~ and ~~Pt¢Y.J>.i,r.~q'(jq}.".;...of_t~_l9.§4 b ~ ' · 
_,,u,O-''--

. March on Washington. ·· 
.......___~~--·-.. ·-·~-. ··' .....,~_..,.. 

4. In at a meet of the Monroe Def'ense Committee in 

New York City# tak:ing a more m:Uitant approach to the civil rights movement. ------- . . . ~ 
In this speach ect stated that there was a breakdown in law enforcement 

on all levels in the South and it was not only the right but the duty of 

negros to furnish their awn protection, b.1 armed force if neceasar.y·and 

to establish their awn police forces. In April 19621 Subject debated 

UALCOU{ X and stated that he was not in accord with the Muslims on their -----···· ·teachings of hate and their desire to sep up a seperate state for themselves. 
' . 

5. In.l958 Subje9t tr~eMt~ to London, England to particip~te' in a protest 

against Bri~~.ins_manufac.tu.~.x-__ Qf ... n~g].._El!_~:;-. weapons. The London protest was 
--···---:---· ... . --- ·~ ~---·--·- \ . . 

organizwd by an iffiliate 61 organization of the Campaign for Nuclear Dis----·-···----- .. -..---... --.---po----~-~, .. --................ __ ,.. _...,...___. _____ .....___.... __ ~ . 
arma.ment,·a communist front groupe - ... ..,_. 
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6. In late ~- Subject traveled to Ghana ~r..ga.nizw. a-marcJ:Lto the Sahara._ 

bomb. He.wa~. unsucsessful • 

. 7. A report dated S Mq 1966 indicated that RUSTIN was a memb~r of· a group .. 
sent to the Dominican Republic by' Norman Thomas to look. into the situation 

. - . . u ~ . . 
in that coptr.r to determine if the potential cl te is conducive to -
~ 
8.Subject. has had contacts with the following noted OP members and s,ympathizers: 

A report dated 23 April 1962 indicated that Subject was in contact with . 

Willian leftist negro journalist and lecturer. Another report dated 
. . . .. . . .. . . . . . .4. 3t(, 7(, . 

29 November 1963 indicated that he was in contact With Benjamin J. DAVIS,.· 

National Secretary of the CPUSA. DAVIS had previous:Q' stated that the OP . · 
. . ·.· .... 

·must· concentrate .on intluincing the leaders ii:Ehlilllln and policie::: .·· 

··. ·o.r the negro liberation movement. This same report Uso indicated that one 

or RUSTlNS co-workers thought that Subject was "manipulated" by Thomas · 

. KAHN, a member ·::r the Socia.list Party. 

9. Subjects arrest record includes a three year sentence in 1944 for violatio~ · 

' ' or the Selective Service Act and arrests in 6 and 1953 for ·aM lewd 

In 1940 Subject re.gistered as a Conscientious 

Objector but later became convinced that he should resist ~ form ot 
··' .. 'f_·. ". 

conscription, ~ which led to his 1944 conviction. The 19)3 arre at .- · 

was publictzed by' a Maryland newspaper in 1964 to 

against RUSTIN'- . appearance at the Uniifersity of 

·. lecture.·· 
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2. DEB 13602 
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