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October 7 • 1977 

:p,mMORANQUM FOR: Anthony A. Lapham 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

A. R. Cinque grana 
Office of General Counsel 

. . . . .· : ... , . . . . .·. . · . . •: ·.. .· 
. . 0 . . 

BLUEBmD/ ARTICHOKE Soft File Review - "Kellya -
Dimitrov. D.A. · 

1·. I have been reviewing summary sheets prepared by the Office of 
Security concerning several hundred soft files on individuals a.Ssociated. 
or considered for association,~ some way with.the Agenc:y1s BLUEBIRD/ 
ARTICHOKE activities. ·In the course of that review I came upon the follow­
ing case which I discussed with Dick Lansdale and which we agreed should 
be brought to your attention for your information and whatever action you · 
may deem appropriate. 

2. As is indicated in the attached copy of the soft file summary and 

. . . ·. 
. : · .. ·. ~.' 

the 27 January 1952 memorandum upon which it is based, D. A. Dimitrov, ·· 
designated 11Kelly" 11 is a Bulgarian eXpatriate who appears to have been 
imprisoned in Greece some time in 1950 and 1951 on false pretenses becatise 
the Agency feared he would accept an offer from French Intelligence. After 
six months in c::ustody, he was flown to Panama where he was misrepresented · 
as a psychopath ~d confined in aU .S. Military Hospital for several months.· 
The official sec::urity file shows he was then removed· from the hospital and· 
· hE;!ld by the Agency at Fort Clayton in Panama for three years. He was then 
returned·to Greece and 'Qltimately allowed to enter the U.S. as a refuge~ • 

. It appears from the attached copy of a 7 February 1952 memorandum that . _: 
the 11 Artichoke approach, 11 . i.e. , the use of drugs to reverse his hostility 
·toward the U.S. and U.S • intelligence agencies, was never consummated • 

3. This man has had several contacts with the Agency since coming 
to the U.S. In 1961 an Assistant to the DCI wa.s contacted by a representative 
of Parade magazine who had been informed by Dimitrov of his confinemen~ 
by the Agency. The Office of Security responded to the effect that this man 
was disreputable, unreliable, a.nd full of wild stories about CIA. · As you 
will note from the attached transcript of an 8 September interview on Good 
Morning America, Mr. Dimitrov (now General Dimitrov and known as General 
Donald A. Donaldson) apparently is alive and alleging that he knows who 
ordered the assassination of President Kennedy. · 
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4. Based solely upon the soft file summary. and prior to reviewing 
the ·official security file from which I extracted the additional details,. it 
appeared to me that the nature of the Agency's treatment of Dimitrov might 
be something which should be brought to the attention of appropriate · 
officials both within and outside the Agency. The fact that he is still 
active and is making allegations connected with the Kennedy assassination 

· may add yet another dimension to this story •. 

Attachment 
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I .. Soft File Summary 

1. Title of File: -Kelly . ·. - ' 

2. Brief Biographic Data: Kelly's true name is 

3. 

-DIMITROV-, a 29-year-:ald -Bulgarian who was head of 
a small political party based in Greece and -_- --

- ostensibly 1.-rorki~g for Bulga:t"ian independence. _ 

Nature of Relatii:n1ship/Interest: . It loias learned-
that French Intelligence Service was __ attempting _ 
to bribe KELLY and make him a double agent and - -­
Kelly ·appeared to be interested in the French offers. 
Accordingly, -a plan \'las made to have KELLY believe 
that he \oras going to be assassinated and for protec:- ---· -
tion he was placed in custody of the Greek police 
who then put-him in prison. KELLY.was held in the 
prison for six months until the-Greek authorit].es 
decided that KELLY was ,.,as a nuisance and they told _ 

-our people- to take him back. · He was then flo~m to - -
Panama where; through arrangement» he was placed in 
aU. S. military hospital as a psychopathic ·patient._---­
According to the 25 January 1952 memorandum~ KELLY 
had been in the hospital for several months and the 
hospital authorities- lv-ant him· out since h.e is causing 

- problems. - He -is not a psychopathic personality .. · · 
Because of his confinement in a Greek prison and his 
stay in a military-hospital, KELLY became.very hostile 
toward the United States and our intelligence opera­
tions in particular. 

·. -.. ·· .. ' 

. . -
OPC l..ras considering an "ARTICHOKE" approach· to KELLY_ 

- to see if it would be possible to reorient KELLY . _­
favorably tm'lard us. However, OPC advised on- · 
2 February 1952 that some opposition had arisen in 
the top level of OPC to the handling of the KELLY 
case in the manner that had been proposed. · Since 
this opposition had arisen, nothing would be done 
to the KELLY cas·e. · 

4. Period of Relationship: No dates supplied 

s. . Indications of Drug Experimentation: None found 

6. Co-optee Interest: Not indicated 
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II. Office of Security File Summary - DIMITROV~ Dimitre 
Adamov (lyle 0. Kelly) (QKSTAIR) (SHAN/BGCONVOY) 
#46165 

1. Short Summary of ~gency Interest/Use: 

The file was opened in October 1950, when DIMITROV 
lias of operational interest to the Agency. while 
employed for Radio Athens in Greece·. Previously, 
DIMITROV had fled from Bulgaria· in July.l947. As 
of October 1951, DIMITROV lias in a hospital in 
South America, ·apparently under Agency. auspices. 
·In 19S6 DIMITROV was brought.to the United States, 

: · apparently after returning to Athens fr.om South · · 
America, and the Agency made no further operational· 
use of DIMITROV.; ·In June 1960 DIMITROV [under case 
1#33259--Dimiter DIMITROFF ("Diko") ]. had contact · 

· t<~i th the Contac;t Division outlining his background~ 
claiming financial difficulties, andrequesting the 
Agency back his plans for covert~activity·against 

. Bulgaria. The Agency apparently took no action in 
· ·this regard. . During this contact DIMITROV claimed 
··.··.that circa 1951 he· lV'as held. in a hospital/cell in. 

·Panama City •. 
. ··· ...... •: ·. 

2. ·nac~ground Investigations: None· '· 

3. Confirmation of ARTICHOKE/BLUEBIRn/MKULTRA Interest: 
No 

_·_; ... 

4. ·Project Associates: · None· 
. ·, ·· . .' 
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• UNITED STAT.t!S GOVERNMENT 

. '1'0 : Fil.e 
·. 

FROM : Morse Allen . -- ;.; ... . ... .· ..... ~ ....... • ' ... : ... ·. · .... :.. . .· 

. ~ ..,;,_ .. ·--;.~ ·--~- ... ·-.. ; ··.-'! •.•. · :.:.·- ...... -----.. 
SUBJECT: · . Kell;r. Case 

.. ·-.. ~ ' .. ' .. · 

·.··- «, 

; ·.,• 

· .. 

.. ..... 

-···· · .. 

•. 

.. . . 

On Frida;r., .25 Ja.z:m.a:r,r19S2, the writer was c'all.ed to tha of'fica 
.. of' Mr. Banne:n:mn for the· purpose o! a conference with one }Jr. 
· · EE/OPC, co:ccer.:r.it:g tJ:ut instant case. . ,· . .·.·: :· · ·. ·. . .· '--.::_===:==~ 

:; . .. . . . .... - .. - : .- ·. ·_ .. ·.: ; __ . .. ·. ... ~,: .·· . ·. 

. · ·· ·· ·. '· . .-Hr ED::pl..a:iJ:led. iD. sUbstance the KeU,. case a8 · .toll.o'lis; · .··· 
· .· Ke~, is Dil:d.trov), is a 29-yaar-ol.d Bul.giu:i.an and · ~ .. 

was the head of' a smaJ.J. political. part:y· based in Greece and ostem.si"B:q 
' vorldJ:::g .tor Bulga.:ria:I:L :indepe~uce. B:elJcy- ,ilas 

. ' as bring ycnmg, ambitious, bright (elamentar.r , a 

. _:: sort of' a 0 man-ou-a-:r.orse11 t)ps b'.1 t a typical. Ba.lkan politician. Ac- · . . 
· · co~ to Prichett, our people discovered that ·French Intelligsnce . 

.. Service ~ attempt:i.:ng to bribe Kelly and make him ·a double agent and · ·. 
~. Kelly -vas l.oold.ng with favor upon the French o.f'.fars. 
, plot was rigged in which Koell7 was told ·he was going to be 
. ani as a II~ he was pl.ac::ed in cuatod;r of'. the Greek Police 

vho threw a Greek prison. Ke~ was held in tha G~ pri.-
•. : .·son .for six mon:t.hs until the Greek authorities deci.;!ed that Kell.7 vas . 
· . a nuisance am. the7 told our people to take hilis back.. Since our .. : 

. :o•.:..•.··, .· 

.. peepl.e ware unabJ.s to dispose of Kelly in Greece~ they .tl.ew b.itll to 
Panama where, through arrangement, he was pl.a.ced in a u.s •. M:Uitm:'T 
Hospital as a pSJ"Chopathic patient. Ke~ ~cv has been in the u .. s. · · 
xn:U:Ltar:r hospital. for several. months aitd the hospital authoritiss n<nr 

... · want. to get him .out si.nce he :is causi.Dg considera.bl.e troubl.e_, botherbg · 
·.·';other patients, _etc •. Kelly ·is not a psychopathic .personal:.tt,. ... · .· ... 

·. 

..... ·.··· ._ ......... · .. · .. ·- ..... ..· _.,,... .. _, .. 
. ' .. ''. . .---~-., 

· · · explaine4 that ths;r can dispose o.r Ke~ by. the s:i;lllple · · · 
. pro him to a .friend of his in Caracas, V~zuela, and 
· as .f'ar as thq are· concerned, that type of' disposal. is per.f'~ctl.y' o.k. 

.. .Haw ever., because of' his conf'inement in a Greek prison and his stay in · 
a military hospital, Kelly has become vary- hostUe tcr•ard the United . 
States and our intelligence operat:ioruB·in particul.ar.. Hence, OPC is 

-considsri.ng an "Artichoke11 approach to Kell.7 to see it it·would be 
possible to re-orient Kelly favorahly toYa.rd lis. This operation~ which 
will nscessarily involve the use of drUgs .is baing· considered b7 ·ope 
with a possibility that Dr. Ecka and Hike Glad;rch vil1 carry out the 
operation p~::rnmabl.J" at the m.i.l.i.tar;r hospital. in Panama~ . .Al.l;Jo in-
volved in this vould be a Bulgarian interpreter who is a consultant 
'_to this Agency since. neither Zcks nor Gladych spea!c Bulgarian. . . . • < 

· · 1-t:r. Ba.m'!.l:!ll"'DI..!Ul pointad out to that tbi.s ,.,.type of operation 
could onl.y ba carried out with the authorization of' ..)ecurlt::r and that, 

·under no circmutances whatsoever, could any-on& but an authorized l·I.D. 
a~ter drugs to any subject of this Agency o.f' an::r type. Bam:sr.n.an 
pointed out that there was a strong possibility that the mllita:ey-
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permit. their hospital. used for/tjpf!i o.r vork . 

re-condi. ti.oning opera type might. take as . 
long as Banna..""'l::La.n f'u:;::-thar noint~ th<:i.t z..~· if .::::::'-. :::t..• · - --···---- .. 

operation were carried on, Securl.ty-w haye to be cogni.zimt. af' it,· · · · · -~"' ··· 
· woul.d hava to be . co-ordinated into the .. and woul.d poasibq 
take over. and :rm:t. the operation themselve:s since this type of' work 

. is one :til. which Sec~ty ba~s~-~ • 

:. ~~:;~t. was agreed b~tw~n. Ba:w:mm.;m,~ and the writer that a · 
conf'erence would b ternoon when OPC representatives 

· and the Bulga:d.an inta%'pnter return from Boston and their· t~ with 
Mike Gla.d;ych. · At which time, the angles would be explored aDi a d.13-

. :; 

.. ·: ~ ~·· 

patcb u'yu;;' would be £0l'Warded to cmr peopls in Panama clirecting.thes to ._. · .. . : ... , . 
.fi.D::l out. whether the .Arrq we'$ld parmi t.. such an operation ax:d vheth~ · . · .:: · · · 
the ·Arrq would allow the. Age:nc:;y to haft'· the "CCSe o.f the :necessa:ry roC~~~~~S,. · · ·>·;· 
medical. :tacU:Lt.iaa, etd. u v~d be requ.ir&d .tor thi$ type o.f operation!" · · ·. 

: At ·this time, it vas ah~_to be datel'1'1d..nsd.whether the dispoaal. of' Kslll' "4:T; 
· : Vennuela cc:N.ld in fact be l.aid on.. · · · · · :-. .. -. 

. ··. - ·: ·. >· - ~'"' · ..... --.... : __ ~·- ~>_····< -~-- .·· .·.· .: :. .. ;,. . ,. -.~ .. . ·.• . ..... .. ·.: ·. . ~ ... ~- :• .. ·_.'.~~ _.;..' ·-
••• •• 0 ' ~~ • •o <, ,_. ... :. 0 .- .# ,··· .... ·;, •, '•,.,_ .. ·,,' D :· ',',~-~ • ,· 0 ,.. •• .. ,',o;~;.:,:':~:·:..~:: • '~· •, .- ....... ,: .. -~.-, 

-· ... ~-
. -· ·, ·----.-~.-- • ........ - ... ,· .-.·-,:~.;,. .:.-. __ ._· ... :;~.;··::··.-~ ·-:~ .. ·~·-·w-

.. 'o_,· " •T- • 

Ccm~Mma . . = . . . . . . . . . . •. . _ _ . . · ...• -.~ >.··. . / _..,_' .. = . _ _ -: _ _ ... :~-~--··c·:..~ 
This particular operation wu mentioned in ·general. tams to the :: ; . :· ". · 

writer b;y Mr .. Walter Driscoll_ apprax:imatel.y t~t.y days-ago on an in- · 
· • formal.. basis but no siguificant detailS were given at thi.s "td.m.eo. -~. · · · · ... 

. . : . ·. 1~ · th~ tac~q~· t~t Ec~ ~d ~ladych are consi~~ :ro;,.. -\13~ ·.- ._:.:;~.:-:.:. 
·. ·in this· cmss is not. known to the writer, the writer believes ths approach · ~ 

will be mads tbrcmgh the stcmd.ard na:c;o-bypnosis tecb.Diqua.. Re-canditi.c:ming 
.·· and re-orienting an.indirldual. in such a ma:t.ter, in the opiJ::d..oa ot·the . ·. . 
·:_._·writer, cannot be accomplished easil.T and wiU ;require a great deal.. ot ·. · .· o,. · .. · 

.. time and thiet :Ia f'act that an iD:~arpreter is necessa%'7 iri the case com- · ··' · •· ·: . 
. .· pl1cates :Lt.· ccm.sidsrab]3 more. It is also believed tba:t. with our present k .. 
. · · · knowledge, we woul.d have no absolute guarantee that the subject in this · _. .. : : 

case woul.d maintain a positive f'rlend.J.T att.i.tude toward u.S even though .. · ·. 
a successful. response _to the treatment.. ibe wri.ter ·: · : .. · 

perhaps a total amnesia could be created 
by a series o.t mereq indicated that. amnesia;:; undar' · · · '.· 
drug::E treatments were not certain.· · · · '. • · ._, .. : ~, _ _..· .. __ .:;": . .. " ·• . ' 

. . · .. .. 
. -~.':. 

..... 

. . . . ... .. ... . ~. 

... ..· 
.. · .. · ... . . 

.: .. 

....... 

·. . . . -.... 

.. ..... _._:; " 
" : ... 

·.- · .. ·.- ·.: 
··.-

" ·." 

MORSE AT,LEN ·.<.. . ·. ..· 
". "·.-:. 

~---· _· =· ~-:.: . 

·:...•" 

"" ... -.-.•. ·· ' - . 

-.~. ~;~ ... -~~~-
../·'.::.·~·~>·· 

.··_.·."' ·· .. 
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$' .UNITED STA1-.. J GOVERNMENT 
--

"l'O : . FUe DATE: 1 ?ebl'1.la1:'1' 1952 . 

f!.OM : · .1-tor.sa Allen ·- ·: .•. 
: ~:-~. . 

' , ... ..,~- .. ~. . . ~ .. ·. --·-. .· ...... -~ -- .... -
SUBJECT: -Kelly Case 

.. 
I. - :,. 

-· .. ·· 

r-"'"-"'--="'-;·ednesdaiY, 30 January 19S2~~.2:,~AM, the writer called · 
·. '· .1-lr. relative the Kelly case. that the O?C 

official and interpreter had made a t had seen Gladyeh .. -
- stated that Gla.dyeh and the lata 
~:Colrd'~- th·e ·bandli ng of the Kellt situati.on. '-===---­

·. that he was trying to arrange that ths: Kel.l7 case _could be l.i.nad up 
comple set. up conf'erences vith I & SO relatiV8· tha trip . -V; 
to ·P~:ma;;. promised to ca:u the writer at ~he end of" the ..... 

:nek.- . ___ - .: _ _..- _ __ _____ ., 
· .. ·._. '.:; .. _· : .. :·-· ·._ -·. .. 2 . . ·.···· ...... S,: _: -~ .. ,.. . .· ' _ _. i • .! . . . .· . -
: .- ~: · ~. ·' .• 2.--- Gn/FebrrJ.:I.r3" l.9 AM, d tha wrl.ter -- _ 

· relativa the Kelly case _OPC at ths top·: le"7'Sl..,. -
_ soma opposition had arisen to the handling of.ther Kelly case in the ... 

. • -_manner tha'h had ba.en propbsed.l ~stated that since thi.s oppoai.ti.on 
of tha higher-ups had arisen_, nothing wcm.ld be done relative the Kel:cy' 

· cas ated that he would caJLl jim 
_ e J..ines. The wri.ter. 

· · · I & SO woul.d be glad to consider tha matter and would wait until. it 
.. vas brought up again and would tr..rait his call relatiw any: nev de .... -· 

velop:nents. · · 

-' 
·.··: 

.· __ ... ··,,, ·a~ 

.· .. 
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MORSE ALLD . 

- . 

. ~· .. 




