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October 7, _197_7 _

MEMORANDUM FOR: Anthony A. Lapham

FROM E A _' : A R Cmquegrana |
T Office of General Counsel "
SUBJECT = - - BLU'EBIRD/AR'I‘ICHOKE Soft F11e Review - "Keuy"_ -

'-1'. I havé been réviév)ing suminaiy sheets prepared By the -Ofﬁce.of .‘

o Security concerning several hundred soft files on individuals associated,
_or considered for association, in some way with the Agency's BLUEBIRD/ - RS
.. ARTICHOKE activities. In the course of that review I came upon the follaw- R

ing case which I discussed with Dick Lansdale and which we agreed should

- be brought to your attention for your mforxnation and whatever achon you
: may deem appropna.te. e s , _

2. Asis md:.cated in the attached copy of the soft file summary and

the 273 anuary 1952 memorandum upon which it is based, D. A. Dimitrov,

designated "Kelly," is a Bulgarian expatriate who appears to have been - .
imprisoned in Greece some time in 1950 and 1951 on false pretenses because
the Agency feared he would accept an offer from French Intelligence. After

' six months in custody, he was flown to Panama where he was misrepresented -

. as a psychopath and confined in a U.S. Military Hospital for several months.
. The official security file shows he was then removed from the hospital and™ .
~held by the Agency at Fort Clayton in Panama for three years. He was then

returned-to Greece and ultimately allowed to enter the U.S. as a refugee.

It appears from the attached copy of a 7 February 1952 memorandum that

the "Artichoke approach,® i.e., the use of drugs to reverse his hostility

" toward the U.S_. and U.S. intelligence agencies, was never consummated.

' 3. This man has had several contacts with the Agency since coming _
to the U.S. In 1961 an Assistant to the DCI was contacted by a representative
of Parade magazine who had been informed by Dimitrov of his confinement
by the Agency. The Office of Security responded to the effect that this man
was disreputable, unreliable, and full of wild stories about CIA. As you
will note from the attached transcript of an 8 September interview on Good
Morning America, Mr. Dimitrov (now General Dimitrov and known as General
Donald A. Donaldson) apparently is alive and alleging that he knows who
ordered the assassination of Presxdent Kennedy.

G‘HQ% |
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- 4, Based solely upon the soft file summary, and pribr to reviewing

" the ‘official security file from which I extracted the additional details, it n T
appeared to me that the nature of the Agency's treatment of Dimitrov might
" be something which should be brought to the attention of appropriate -

officials both within and outside the Agency. The fact that he is still -

active and is making allegations connected with the Kennedy assassmatmn ,
' may add yet another dnnension to this story. _ '
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 that he was going to be assassinated and for protec-

.Soft File Summary

Title of File: -Kéily'_f

Brief Blographlc Data: Kelly's true name is =~

“DIMITROV, a 29-year-old -Bulgarian who was head bf
~a small polltlcal party based in Greece and Lo
_ josten51b1y worklng for Bulgarian 1ndependence._ﬁ'it.w'

Nature of Relatlonshlp/Interest' It was learned

- that French Intelligence Service was. attempting .
to bribe KELLY and make him. a double agent and S
- Kelly -appeared to be interested in the French offers.

Accordingly, a plan was made to have KELLY believe . =

\ ; tion he was placed in custody of the Greek police

who then put him in prison. KELLY was held in the;fi;v
prison for six months until the Greek authorities '

. decided that KELLY was was a nuisance and they. told .

' our people to take him back. - He was then flown to . -

Panama where, through arrangement, he was placed in

'] a U. S. military hospital as a psychopathxc pat1ent.,~ -
. According to the 25 January 1952 memorandum, KELLY.

had been in the hospital for several months and the

“hospital authorities want him out since he is causing -

problems. ' He is not a psychopathic personality.’

"~ Because of his confinement in a Greek prison and his
- stay in a military hospital, KELLY became very hostile

toward the United States and our 1nte111gence opera-

' tlons in partlcular.

a OPC was con51der1ng an "ARTICHOKB" approach to KBLLY_'

lu-to see if it would be possible to reorient KELLY

favorably toward us. However, OPC advised on
2 February 1952 that some opposition had arisen in
the top level of OPC to the handling of the KELLY

‘case in the manner that had been proposed. - Since
. this opposition had arisen, nothlng would be done
- to the KELLY case. - : :

Period of Relatlonship:  No datéé sﬁpplied

. Indications of Drug Experimentationi'“None found

Co-optce Intcrest: Not indicated

oy A . : " e
“‘:‘:.e':“::o:..\a!oo (possilila) De. Robeore Ecke,
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Office of Security File Summary - DIMITROV, D1m1tre'

 Adasmov (lyle O. helly) (QkSTAIR) (SHAM/BGCONVOY)

#46165

'1._ Short Summary of Aaency Interest/Use'

The flle was opened in October 1950, when DIMITROV
. was of operational interest to the Agency while
. employed for Radio Athens in Greece. Prev1ously,'”
- DIMITROV had fled from Bulgaria in July 1947. As
of October 1951, DIMITROV was in a hospital in
- South America, apparently under Agency auspices. - -
. ‘In 1956 DIMITROV was brought to the United States,
' apparently after returning to Athens from South -

. America, and the Agency made no further operational . -
~use of DIMITROV. "In June 1960 DIMITROV [under case =

#33259--Dimiter DIMITROFF ("Diko")] had contact

" with the Contact Division outlining his background, LT

-”-;clalmlng financial difficulties, and requesting the"

' Agency back his plans for. covert ‘activity ‘against B
~ Bulgaria. The Agency apparently took no actiom in -

- this regard. During this contact DIMITROV claimed. ”"'

’”fﬂfthat circa 1951 he was held in a hospltallcell in.

 ijanama Clty.,_

Z.M‘Background Investlgatlons. "None

3. Confirmation of ARTICHOKE/BLUEBIRDIMKULTRA Interest."'

No

!” 4.'jProject Associatesi; Nonéhﬁ_
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. FROM

' Morse A]J_en oo - .-‘ .:‘-.- S _._-’. o . ,.....‘. - - -_..'n«.‘.« . . g e e m e

o SUB]ECT: Ke],lyCasa

On Fndzj; 25 Jannary 1952 s the writer 'v'ras"c'élled to ths office B

"'of }ir. Bannerman for the purpose of a conferenco with one Ilr. bR ’

EE/OPG, co..cerning the :mstant cass.

ST Hr.{ axplalned in snhatance tha Kelly case as follcsts. A
o .Kelly, (vhose real name is Dimitrov), is a 29-year-old Bulgarian and -
- 7. .. was the head of a small political party based in Gresce and os»ansive]y
- working for Bulgarian independance. Kelly was described by
../ as being young, ambiticus, bright (elementary collsge educatiomn), a R
. >~ sort of a "man-on-a-horss* typs but a typical Balkan politician. Ac- e
. -+ cording te Prichstt, our peopls discovered that French Intelligsmce . . ° .
" Service ¥58¢ attempting to bribe Xelly and make him 'a double agent and -
. - Kelly was looking with favor upon the French offers. Accordingly, a
- plot was riggsed in which Kelly was told he was going to be W
.. ard as a "protaction', he was placed in custody of - the Greek Police : '
. - wao threw Kaﬁ.y into a Greek prison. Kelly was held in tha Greek pri-
~ “.son for six months until the Greek authorities decided that Kelly was .
- . a nuisance and they told our pecple to taks him back. Since our = .
' .. peocple wsre unabls to dispose of Kelly in Grsace, they flew him to
- . Panama where, through arrangement, he was placed in a U.S. Hili.tary
" . Hospital as a psychopathic patient. Kelly ncw has been in ths U.S.
" military hospital for several months and the hospital authorities now
.. wanbt to get him out since he is causing considerable troublse, ‘botharing
other patients, atc. ‘ Kelly :L- not a psychopathic parsona]ity. e

s expla:t.ned that thsy can dispose of Kelly by the smpla
o process of sending him to a friend of his in Caracas, Ven=zusla, and '
.~ as far as they are concerned, that type of disposal is perfectly o.k. =
" However, bacamse of his confinement in a Greek prison and his stay in -
a military hospital, Kelly has become very hostile toward the United
States and our intelligence operations in particular. Hence, 02C is
" -considaring an "Artichoks" approach to Kelly to see if it would be
possible to re-orient Kelly favorably toward us. This operatiom, which
will necessarily involve the uss of drugs.is being considered by 0°C
with a possibllity that Dr. Ecks and Mike Gladych will carry out the
operation prasumably at the military hospital in Panamas. Also in-
 volved in this would be a Bulgarian interpr=ter who is a comsultant
to this Ag°ncy since neithar fcks nor Gladycn spealk Bulo'arian. L

O Mr. Banna"man po:Lntad ont to-that this type of ope*a'.:lon
‘could only be carried out with the authorization of Security arnd that,
"under no circumstances whatscever, could axyons but an authorized H.D.
administer drugs to any subject of this Agency of any type. Bannarman
pointed out that there was a strong possibility that the nmilitary
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| cbni’erence would be laid o

“would have to be co-ordinated into the

tnls

" authorities w not permit their hospital % be used for/% t7pe of vork

and also that ¥ re-conditioning operation of this type might take as. .
long as 30-60. Bannarman further pointad cud that ==X iF sus: as mimmm—

operation wera carried on, Security wcn%é haye to be cognizant of it, " .
n and would possi‘oly '
taks over.and run the operation themsslvss since this typa of wors '

| is one ﬁ wh:.d’x Secnrity handles.'//n. %&7

. LTt was agreed be’meenm Bannsma:n,- and ths writer that a-
afternoon when OPC representatives

- and the Bulgarian interprster return from Boston and their talk with

7 Mike Gladych.- At which time, the angles would be explored and a dis- . .
pa.tch _
.. .. fird out whethsr the Army would permit such an operation and whether

wirarws would be forwardad to ouxr peopls in Panama directing.them to

.. the Army would allow the Agency to have the use of the necessary rocms, -
- medical facilitias, etd. as would be required for this typs of operation:
© At this time, it was also to be dateminad wha hzr tha disposal of Kelly &

._Venezuela cm.\ld in fa.c’c- ‘be laid on. . e

Cormen'h. :- :

This parhicular oparation was msntioned in ganeral tems to ohe

S writer by Mr. Walter Driscoll approximately thirty days ago om an in- L
- fomal basj.a bnt no sigxﬂ.i‘icant datails wers giv.n at th:.s t.:!.me. L e

Nhila t.ha tachniqua that Ecke and Gladych are considar:!.ng for use -_-.~-.-‘-e;:-;;

SN ~'.Ln this case is not known to the writer, the writer believes thes approach -

 : will be mada through the standard narco-hypnosis techniqua. Ra-ccnuiticung
' and re-orienting an ipdividual in such a matter, in ths opinion of-the .
- 'writer, cannot be accomplished easily and will require a grsat deal of -

. time and the % fact that an interprster is necessary in the case com-’ SRR
. . plicates it considsrably mors. It is also believed that with owr presemt k
“. knowledge, we would have no absolute guarantee that the subjeet in this:

case would maintain a positive friendly attitude toward us even though

|  there is apparsntly a successful response to the treatment. The writer .
.. .did not suggsst. to hat perhaps a total amnesia could be creaued
by a series of electro shocks, tut merely indicated that amnaaiai undar :

_. '._ drnp trea.tments wers not certain.
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'ro Fne | e ‘_ - '. ‘DATE: 7 Februarr 952

_f&OM  = ""'_M'drsa Allen - S
| suBJECT: Ke].].y Case |
.© " 1. OnWednesday, 30 Jamuary 1952, at 9:30 AM, the writer called . .
. Mr. relative the Kelly case. E—‘@ta’wd that the 02¢ .-
' official and interpreter had made & trip to Boston and had seen Gladych.

w stated that Gladych and the interprester had reached complate . -
. accord on the handling of the Kelly situation. [ |tham stated = -
-' . that he was trying to arrangs that the Kelly cass could be linad up - ..
" ‘completely befors he set up conferences with I & SO relative ths trip _"/ _
. to Panama: {:—Ppromisad to call the writer at the end of the . =
weele T L e
DI relati.ve tha Kelly case.| stated that in OPC at the top: level, -
- some opposition had arisen to the handling of the Xelly case in the .
. mannsr that had baen proposed.|  [stated that since this oppesitiom
- of the highsr-ups had arisen, nothing would be done relative the Kelly -
.'cas@. [ }stated that he would call ismediately upon new
- davelopments along thess lines. The writer .infomed@zﬂbhat oL
"I & SO would be glad to consider the matter and would walt wntil it
. .was brought up again and would awa:.‘b hi.s call relativa any nes de~ N
' -‘velor:men* - . _ . | . :






