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OTS (late TSD) and Jim HcCord 1 s Cuban Activities: 

t. Ben Colling phoned to say that one of the fellows·in ja:U 

is still around1 and after he got out he · inquired arotmd and got no 

indication that ].:'fcCord 1-1as ever involved. None of the other OTS people 

have any recollection of McCord's involvement. 

2. I said that I was sure that the :man "'.-Tho was rolled up 

might not have any idea t>f 1-IcCord' s invoh-ement1 if indeed he 't-Tas . 

involved. If' lilcCord 's invol velem.ent t·Ja.s merely headquarters pla.nni.n; 

and no releasing operation was ever undertaken his role might never 

surface·. Houever, we had been told that planning-did involve. TSD 
.. . b . 

}Bople at the time, along with. ecurity. For instance, I knew that 

the Security man 1.zith TSD at the time had a job or hand-uolding with 

the fa.m.ilies of the thr,::e men; there :may be some TSD record of that. 

which 1..:oul.d lead to someone \-rho '!.·rould lmow~· 
. -

»• Colling ·Has pulled out of a staff meeting to talk to me ar.d 

said he would call back later·o 

·SDB 

. ·.• 

·-· ... 
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DiRECTOR OF CENTR.AL"INTELLIG:ENCE ._,_,_ 

SUBJECT 
. . :;_ -~- - . :~-:/:~·--,::._ .. : ~ ~--· .: .. ··:. ... ·:.- :."-: ..... ·.: -~--~-- .; .: .':. ·&.·>~. -~·- _; :· :~·_;:· . 
. - . . : · ... ::, . : · .. Su.rnma::i:y ... ofl,'3j .>:!..SC.AU..DE:.-- .n.udio .Ope::-a~.:s.o:n. .. ·. -::-: .. : .. :::·: 

:~;y~~;i;:'~.- ,:·,._ ·· ~A$~~~~-~:-~~~-~e-~ -~§*:~-~~~f.f.~~i~~~!.- ~~-r~7~--~-+~:::,;- ,;_~:~:-;:: :~-..... _._ 

····•.::7' 

- ~ ·.- -: ... 
• •·r· ., -·~- ~ ~- ...... "' .• · .. :. • 

--- ::.-~:: :·} . · _, ____ ;p~:.~~:;~:: :_: __ ·. ___ : ~~~~~~t'-~~-~·i./_:;: -~ ~ _-:_:\{~~~:.:.:~:~~:-~:. ~,\:~·~_:_);:;~_:,:;t~:h::;~;f[-\~~~f:~~j~}~~~:f:~E~;:~i~, 
. · _.~_,'.::::·1.;·. In .1\.ia_y 1959,: the New Chme_'News· Agency fNCNA) opened;;-':·:~~-~·>:-:·-·~:: 
·-·an ofi'ice· in Havana in the El Medico Building which is occt.:pied :-~~-:-,· ::-~·-:· .,7·:'_:_.· . .:.:~ 

part~y-~y_busin.~~~-~o~cerD..~-~d. partly;u~_~cLJq;.-.-,.~~~i~~~iaJ.ap_a=:t;_r.:~:'~l·~~.G:,;~>~L 
menta.· S'.ao:r'tly:therea.fte:r~·-·:t:he.·Havana· Station obta.ined th'e ·c:on-..::::~·-: :,:·.::· ?'. :::·;-~--.- ·'; 
cur::!:'ence o£ Ambassador Bonsai a."'ld }-,~iss Carolyn 0~ • Stacey,.· an· .. '-~ , ... · 
Embassy employee-~·-· to mount a., audio ope:r_ati~:!! ag_ai:!:lst NCN~ through 
the wall of t:h.e adjac~:nt apartment in which }.dies Stacey lhredo ·· Jn . ·· 
November 1959~· the FE Division sent one case o:ffice:r and one TSD 
tech...'"'lici2.n to Ha. .. J-ana; . and. the installation of a ir..icxophone and bi:p~ · 
·:::-aco!"d~r v:as completed in :Miss Stacey's apal"tment on 29 November.· 

·.; 
.-:.'"' .. ..r" ... 

.. . •... ~ .. 

.. _ ... _ .. • .. . ' . ; .. , __ .: .. ·' .. ;.: ...... 

:'~·-·2.. By .Juna-1960;. it had become e-;.iident that two other :;:oo:m.s , 
occ.upi~-d by NCNA possibly--lioU:a~d:c . .-... ·- . - ipr_;·:nt rid~-,~--~-~',-; 
... ~,era us-ad fo:r conle:r-e::::tces. At t:hat.: tim~ .FE Division 
case oi.fic=:;:-, went to 'Ha~.ra:c.a ant! explored the possibility cf _imp:ro-.,d.ng·:~ __ :>:---~:: 
";ne ope:ratio!l" .Be n1a:naged to lease an ~pa:o:-tm-eri_t d.ir.ec-i:!y ove::::- the·. - . 
NCNA o.fiice. and arranged ior .a stay-behind age-nt ~o-~occupy this spac.e~: ; .. 

':, - 3o ·In ·A~~~:~t--l9bO~···~\i~m oi th~~~:::~5-])·t~c~i~:~~-~-::~~;;\;~~~ ::.,:-~:..:, •--~ 
L"l Havana on a separate SR Division ope:rel:tion agreed to install the~- . · · ·<-~·_-·::..:._
additional equipment. requ.i:red~·:for the NCI'JA _opez-a.tion. A ~iecond FE ·· .. -... --- .. 
·nivisio~_case offi."c=:er, Robert Neet. c3.:n:e dovm to Hayana; and he,.: · . , 
together with the technidans • .install microphone andtape 
:::-acorde:r in. the apa:rt:r:1ent· obtained b l" the NCNA o:f.f~ce.;. 
About this time--the equipment wa~ :ren:oved !rom ?.·:!!.ss St2.cay 1 a 
apa:rtme:nt~ with t'he ~xception of the plastic probe 9hich w::a.s left 
in the waH an C. plaat e:r ed over. 
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5-E-C-R-E-T . .... 

4. As an additional security pl"ecaution to pro·trida a safe 
haven, and after consultation with t:he Acting Chief o£ Station, a kay·_ 
to an apartment in the same building leased by Jvirs .. 1vlarjo:de :::· .·· ... 
Lenno~ a.."l .:Eir..bassy .secl":eta:ry. -\--,as obtained .... M?s. Lannox was 
told that access to her apartment was ne'eded for phocographic ...... : ·.· 

su:rveill~c:::e purposes ... · :.·. . . _;· ·:.:· .,. ;~--- · ~. ;, ... :·. </ ·~-. .=> -~.,;.· _, 

. · ... >-·~·.5~'.''-.Th~ St~tion was ina~ f~~ed wit'b:·the' p~obability fiat. tfm~~::.·; .. . . . 
and ~-ec.~:rity ·woUld wc;;rk against holding indefinitely the 1a'ase to - .. ..· . -
the apartment over·NCNA si:tlc~·the owne:rs :·of_the bcildL"lg were-~~:;;:·~:.;~::;~·:· 

. ca:::u:::ell~g. sub-1essors 1 .contracts ·an.d. rec':)iling leases.; n· was,;.:/:;.;,:>~." ... -.. ::. 
therefore. deCided to install tra!::sn::dtter'8"'and switches' ·i:u order to·~:·_._·"'::-· .. ::·_:.:· 
permit' continued monitoririg"'cif the'tal"get from -a. distant !iste:ri.ing~--:<·~:-.. -~ _.;:. .... 
pc)s'f~::;~!Uiother.·th:iiee·.:inan·te.am.of. ·TsD ~ei::hni"c~..;.iLs .. c·o~_sist-~ng:·o£.:.-~:;.fi:~'EY~::~\_7::· 
David ·.r.,.; Christ (alias Cars-well),. Vlalte·:!:' E.· Szuminski {alias ~-.,~· - . · 
Taransky) and Tho:z:onton J. Andel'" son {~ias DanbTm:.t) documented· 
as tourists- had-been: Seri.t tO Havaiia tO ln.stal! a.u.diO ec;.uipment izi.. the~~:-· ·· 
Chinese Na:!:iox:.alist Embassy beiore it was due to be turned over to 
tbe Chinese Communits.: Thi;:; operation aborted .... T'.a.is team was 
the~ sent to work on the installation of the t::-ap.smittars in the apa.J::t-: 
ment o·.,er the NCNA office .. 

·.·. 

• .·. • a J>· • ·! • • .•'" • 

6., At 2400 hou:rs on 14 Sepl:e:mbe:r~ · qhrist~ who ;,.;vith the· 
.. h . .. . . , . . t• t 1- • • ,. "l d t 't- ' o:. er "t.ecr....nu::.ans was y;o:;:o,.o::;._:ag 1n ne 3:rg.e- apaz-cmem:,· :.:a.!. ~ o ::t:eep_ 

a schedul:ed .ap_r:;ointment with Neet. ....~t 0100 hoc.:.- a on t:."'1.e 15th o£ ·. 
'""'pt" emb~- t1-..,. .,. .... ..,..,. ... ..,..,.....,. ....... of M-"' r .,...., .... a., ~-·::os ...... t-..,.··~d l·,.:...:..o "'~:n-3 
'LJ- -- :t .;:.......,. ~l:'4Qro.J,. ~.;...:...t.·-.:...;.t. . .., ~:.:lie ---..u...o. ... la. Wt;:l. --'<#-...- ":;;i' ....,.'- ~ ~ 

searched by CUban autho:z-ities, ~~d.sh.e '\vas tak~n into ·c\!st.Ody.· :_At.···\:_.-._.:·· -
1540 hou:;:-s· on 15 Septarnoe:;:o, · Neat: the sta.y-behi:c.d agent ·and his· wife-·· ··· · 
vre:re· picked up by the. Cuban autb.o:d.ties a."'ld det.ain2d .. , . -:.: · ..... 

' : o ·- • ' ' ~ ... ~ 'o ~~ ; • • • • o e • ·, • e ' ' • ~ ,.. ~ •• ~-~ • • • • o • • ~ .. • ~~-~ "A:.:~·e:~~:: ~ ~~ • -~~;~.·~-~-:~ :·:~ ~·>:~~~:.-·" 

·.1 •. As of today the agent remc.ins in. the ·custody o.f the Cuban· 
authorities. His wife· has been released and is still in Havana.. Neet 
was relec-.sed.l715 hours .16 Septe:rnbe:;: and l1as subsequentl'=rretu:r:ced .. 
to "'/lashi:ngton w~i.e he i.s being debde:fed. :. :&i:z.oso · L-a:n.nox wa..a. . . 
s;.lbsequently :z.o-elaased and has also -r~t-urned to Washington where she 
. ·. b . • b . I d 1'"!"1~""'~ 4 "'-'t'6 c:. .,..~D fo.a.,._~,..,..;-· ,... ...... 'P.o. :::::» "'n : ~.:· .:. ..:.. + .:. .·--!.S el!l.g .c.e· :rte e , ..L: ......... c.~ ... _,_ e __ .... ~ .......... _ .... la •• "' _ ~:r:::-:t-1._ .l.n co ........ ln .... m-n~ •. 
T"n.ey have been see!l in co:n.fbeme!lt but not co::c.tac!ad by an Embassy 
oiiicer when h.a fi:;;-st at~e~pted to secu;:oe the 1-ahasa of l\{rso L..en.."'lcxo 
C!."!::-ist was last s-e-en by Nee!: ,;vh:e:l they ,;;le,!-,e joi!lt1;,r inte:LA."'oga.ted 
::.-·.... --: ~ f I' - ..,...:.. ' ~".s.. ~~ ~ .... ·~- ~-,.,.., .. "":...d .. :t r-:'- ""'"""M.. ~ ,.~.e mo ..... ~ .. :::15 o ;:, .::>e::-:.emo:::ll", rlc. .... !a::. :.L .... e ....... n_ -.::>'- :!.a n .... a. ""-.!:-'Ye"":::-

? -:....-

~-Z-c-·:=t~E-T 
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to have be-en maltreatedo · 
. . ··•·.· ~ .... : ..... ··-_ . _.· 

:. --·-- .... ... ..:.:... .:.;,. _____ .. :... .. .. ... ____ .. _ ...... __ "· .... .. : ... --·- -----. -~- .. -· 

. a·~ Ac;::ozoding to articles in the t~b~-pa.pers the thr_ee>-~,:.· -···::~_--,.:.~.:-. 
technicians were ar::;:o.ested.whlle in the ,ct.part:r.nent o·,re:r the ·NCNA · · 
ofiice and completing ·the ·"iristaliation o:f the equipment .. · The . _·_,: . -~ ·- · · ..... · ·- -.
press article addt:; that the key t() }viz's~. _Lennox1s apa.=ti:nent"was:·: ·. :~~ :;:, ; ····· -'-···· 
·~ound on··· on.,.-,..1! th. a.· ·t.,.,.-,.,"l"';,..: .. ....,::: .. .,.,..,.,o--=d .. .....,H.;:..,.d-~1-1,;. a"""a ............. e ... '·-to ·-~---------~·.:·:::-~:· .. ·c·,_,_.;_--·-
4. . y vz... .. _....,. ... .-.:...io .... -•"""4.&:- Y'!f'_.J,.:,. ..... __ ..... ~·~ .:r.o..;,..;;,¥· ~ __ ....... .:. ......... -. ··..:="· ·.. ... .. ."" -...... ."' 

-v"lhiCh.it belon-ged~:. ·A4· Cubai::.:p;;.-e_~a. i-eleasas_ ha;;,~ ~r~:fe~i-~d ·tb-th;:~.;-~::.:_ .":::;· -~ 
::men by aiias a.nd.ha.ve not. identified them as. Gove-rnment or AgeJ:lCY _: .•. ~-:- ~-- :"._ 

. employees~·.-:·lt":iS: unclear~ at "pl:.-esent whaf:Stoiy":had been.:agr~ed+ ~:;::.:,~ '~: ;; . .:.<-:.;·::: 
. upon- by-the technic;:ia:ns· and station pe:i!'scimel-t"o be used m.:tlii£ ev"Bnt- ~:·::--::~~-:~·~·. 
they \vera· ·t:aiight·_'(~ne being. i:O:terrogat~d-wU:h ':N~~t~ ·chr"isi':·:::.~- ~~-:~;:r::{:"i:~--::~-,_.: 
in~~:s.t_ed: tha~ Ne~t :was ·his p~ss." ·_ar.d Neet- ~.onsi-~i.en~ly Ci~~~d_."~Y. · · :··:./i;~z ~-~ 
lma.,M.:le_~ge as.· t"o. ~~y,: he was. behig; hal d,;) .':' :-:·The:· sub -leas e. fo:r--·.the·;-'~:7 :~---' ~·~·!;~}--~r-;:_.:."c~ 
apartment in whic~ the men .. .vere _caught is in the na.."''!l.e · · :.::·· ". ->?::..:~--> 
bahind_age~t __ w~t~ the ~:r~ginallease beL..;,g..in.~~e .. n.ama. ··· 

• 
0 e • • • , , ol 

0

• p " " , 0 ~ • • • • •' ' '- • ' ..... .._. ' ' :' •' "" ' ' '' '•' 
0

" • • • • 

FEDl.Vl.ZUo~Case...Oxf:u::e:r.. . .. · -· -· · -······-- ···--· ·"" ·-'··· -------~·--·-·"'"--'~.-" ··:· ---·· - ~. -~------ .. ~ - ... ~- .. , __ .--:-.. : : ... .. ·.- ~ ---·· ~---. -~-:. -·.;:. : ... :...: 
•.- .•. • . .: ·s- .. · .. _ 

9 .. Initial i:n.formz..tion indicated that. the.t.."':!.:rae t.achnician.s would <· -·-
he charged with _espionage "against the p~ople q_! Cil!:na.11 ...... Su.bsaquent: · ... 
p;;.-e_as releases ha·.re been unclear on this po:int .. ·• An attempt by Consul · .::,: :_. 
Eugh.Kes~ler- ti:?. contact tb.e three ·:men at 1730-hours ·on. 17 September . . -
was ...uJ.success"!ul •. He was not pe:rr.:1ittec to se~ the:r.n. but was told > 
they we:re i:n custody .. _ ... _.. . . , .· , . . . ..·.···_:_~~~~-.. · · - '· · -~:- ~ 

.. •. 
10 .. · T'c.e thr.ee technicians trayelled to Cu.ba as t.Ou.:dsts. t:.n.der - .-

ve-::y .light comme:rcial. cover, two. of them wo .... king ic= a-company .in .::_ .. 
New York and the tr..ird~· o:ne in Baltimore,-~ L-ri eacl~- ca:::H;;·t..~~ cov.er·<'~:-_i. - .. 
compa."l'ly consists of a· telephone answe:ring servi_ce and a n.2.:Ir..e on the .· .. -
door[:.-.T~lepho::J.e·:m~ssage.<:( and inail·are· picke_d -~~- P.e:rio .. :li§~ly by_·~~·i;:·:~~~-
Agency contract employee.. The men. we-~e .pro~-ided with this ·cover ·' ::> .. - '" 
as well as ;.:u:.badtstopped P,ome add:resse~ for use when ente:l"ing or .. ~-'~.-: ... '.:.: 
1eavingd5uba as t,ou:dsts since the filling out of the la:n.d.in.g-card -'---- _:~'-·'' :.,_.,,, 
requi:res this i...,;o:rmation. Subsequent to thei:r detention the ·home·.· ·: · ,·:.: ·· 7.: 

:adc.resses have been pa.:-tiaEy backstopped so-that·bquiries mil ·· ·._:-:. ·. :~:: 
indicate that someone with th~s alias :name had lived in tb.e apartment .... 
hcus~ in question. In.so1a:r as the cO"/er compa:c.ies are c::mcerned~ .. 
!<!i:f.oits are bab~ made to provide a backstop to witb.s!::e>.nd inquiries 
:f::-om the press should the Cubans :reveal this i:::tio!'::l":.~.tior..o In view 

... 
-,::,-
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5-E-C·-R-E- T 

c£ the thinn-ess of the co-vex~ it is l.mc~rtain whether this ..;;;.ill succaed~ ........ . ... 

·II. A clear-ad an.d. ,~ ttin$ !a~~ firm in ·N.e.~~y Yu:.-k has been. b:ria:fed ~ :.~' 
by 11-Ir, L .. Eouston. on the situat!on wit~ the t!!.ought that inquiries ..... . 
xeceived by tb.e co:...r-?r company .. cou1(! ;:,e rei erred to ~'\e £i::-m of.· ... · ... - .. ' .-... 

lawyers from whom rio co:rn....-nant would be "obtaiD.sd by the press or~·-:··.·.-~-:··. 
oL'l.er.inqu.irers ... T:b.e la:w'firm has been briefed on the eni:i:re-·sib..ta::;.;:· .. ~.:-;.--: .. ·· 
tion~.so that thaey 'm:ay·be in a: p-c;;~ition to ~ct i:t"ar.;.- z.cticn. by th~m ';~_:_;~·;~:.:.:)> ... --· 
appears ··desi:::·able or feasible~< .. _I£ wocld not appea= that n:tuc.h. ~tippo~(: .. ·· .. ··.·.· . 
of _any :kind can be obtained i:rom.the law fixm~or fue !.3.,;-; f~ms .iil~ :~· .".~_ _ · ~ 
Cuba·· whic:b. a:::- e as a odate d_ ~vith:~tlie_rn~ ~-: · . .-~;~:. ::; . -.:~.: .::: ... -- ·_ ·· ·· · -~ _ :. "<· :.·~~:~:~~~ ·.?···.~:·:;·::§~:; · ·. ·: .. 

: '":·:.;· .. · .. :: : .. ··· .. · -~>-~:.-..:~ .. ·:-· l.: ~: .. ;.~:-.;_·::-·:~,.:··?·-:~·_· .. :· __ .·. ---~·: .. :-~:~~~~~::--._:;~t·._. __ ·. ;-~·:i-~_.':"·:-.: 

. ;~~~ ~z. Insofar aa the £am.Uie"s· are co:Ccerned~ one ot ths" s.: .. . ·: 
is a bachelo:-zo p:ras.e:I:.tly on home leave bat~.ve~~- t~o J()U.'l".:S· .•. 
His~.father,· a·~'c~oki~- .. a.din~:i:-'h;the ·:a~~t~~n:a~ea~ ":&.3 been"c 1....,-o-n_t_a._'c_t_e_..d .. ~::;::::iS:;>:~~ 
by th~ Cffic.e of SaclU"ity, and he will g~t in. touch ~rl'i~h Security _if .......... :·:· .... . 
he z-eceives any inquiries on this matte:-. Secu:dt;..·) by the sa..~.e .. _, 
token..,' will' keep in touch with him. as the Cubaus reveal tb.ei:z::'inten-.'~· - . 
tions and cou:rse of ac·Ho~ __ .. ... · ·;:· _:_. 

.. . . .-· . _:_•; -~ - .. 

. ::. .. · .-· 
· ·· 13. T'.ae wives o£ th-e otha:r two techniCians ·!1.ave been told what 

has nappa:ned and ara being cm:Ltacted at least .o~ce dally by TSD . 
staffe:rs and their wives who b.a-..r.e been b'!"iaied on tb.e situation. A : 
con£e:re:r:.ce with "the 'two wives was held in TSD: on 19 Sep·=:-ember to go 
Ov=-· th. "" ....,.,."'...o1:o: s1"tu"'t;on. -,."'.ri det· ... -':""...,;::-"'"' 1"! t;..e· -;.·..,. .. .,...,..,..,. -..,~~'/ n,.,. .... .,. ,...,...~,. · .... : ; '' ·.-- :-·~ .-._ . .._. · 
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· - · · · · ~ n· t.,._ • • · ·h; ·. · • -· ... 7 • ,.. ·· b. · rl ·· .. · · · 
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the Cuban. Goy~:r~ent ta..l::es~ whether th~ aliases re:rr-..ain unb?ol..:en . . .. . . 

·.and whether recognizable photog phs o.Z t.he indi-,ridua1s ~z-:e :r-aleased: ·:.:· .. ,.·; :.-:-
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-well._ · · ·' "-· .. ·· _ .. ·. · · .... · - '·)<. -:~~-- .. 
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