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THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTElliGENCE 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20505 

OHicc of lagislotive Cou~sel 

Nr. G. Ro!Y.?.rt Blakey 
Chief Counsel and Director 
Select Ccmmnittee on Assassinations 
House of Representatives 
tvashington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Bob: 

. OLC ·79-0113/L 

15 r·larch 1979 

Herewith are comments on the draft paper on 11Evolution and 
Implications of the CIA-Sponsored Assassination Conspiracies 
Against Castro." 

First, it is noted that no footnotes are attached, so we are 
unable to comment on the kind of rrodifications that have been 
required ~or security reasons in earlier instances. 

Next, as we are nearing the end of this phase of things, it.- r· .__ __ .. 

is noted that we have seen no graphics, and therefore assume that 
there will be none of interest or relevance to CIA. 

· .. -:· 

As a preliminary observation - to avoid the endless listing of. 
instances of recurring citation in the draft --- the narres of 
JaiT~s O'Connell, Tony Varona, and Juan Orta, should be deleted or 
replaced \17herever they occur. Substitutes \·lill be suggested '1i1here 
they first appear. Cubela, of course, should be referred to as 
MliASH. 

Page 1. First paragraph. I would like to raise a personal 
question on the presentation in this paragraph. These are ~ 
views, to you; not necessarily shared by IT\Y colleagues. 'Ihere 
is as much, if not more, simplistic rhetoric here as there is 
mature rr.oral principle, and you may \'lish to modify the language .. 
First, it is not'clear whether the draft states categorical 
opposition to all assassinations, whatever and wherever, or \·lhether 
it is directed only to those considered by CIA - hmvever 
in2F.fective· the plans. 

nurder is reprehensible, and contrary to t.,e principles of 
civilized society (although la\..-.jers make a variety of technical 
distinctions between different kinds o~ homicid'2). Ho.-1ever, 
w2.stern culture has a parellel, if necessarily subordinate, line 
of philosophy on the subject of tyran.r1icide. viritings of church 
phil"Osophers, as vTell as other reputable thinJcers, reo:>gnize the 
principle, given special considerations. These writers fail to 
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provide a -set of standards or rules ·for h0\·1 the principle is to 
be applied should the question present itself. This un~rtaint:y . 
adds to the corrplexity of the question, introducing subjective 
tests of perception and degree, aspects of life that make life 
uncomfortable already for t.})ose tidy minds that feel coropelled to· 
deal with every"f:bing in blacks and \-lhites. 

Let rr-~ J?OSe the proble11 thus. Had anyone foreseen the extremes 
of Hitler, a truly dennnic rran, Hould there have been a basis for 
seriously considering his assassination? Had he been murdered, at 
least six million J~1s ~vould have survived, not to rr.ention t.he rrany · 
millions n:ore who died as a result of the \·rar. t·iho can confidently 
balance the scales on that question, beh.;een the rights of hurr.anity, 
in the larger sense, and the life of Hitler? I recall the reports of · 
an atten1pt on Hitler • s life during World l'1ar II, and the general 
approbation of American society for the heroes that tried and failed. 
It really isn't all that sirrple, at least not as stated in your draft· 
introduction. 

Obviously it is too oo~lex a subject for a full and considered 
discussion here, and ~ comment is intended only to suggest that 
you may wish to review the presentation on hatl the Canmittee finally 
speaks on this. 

I personally happen to feel that the perceived desirability of · 
giving the Cuban people a more enlightened government- shared by· 
the oven1helming w.ajori ty of Americans at the time - \'las unlikely . . 
to have been served by Castro's death. Quite frankly, I have 
similar doubts on the others considered·as possible targets for 
elimination in the 1950s and 1960s. And that is \vhy I asked ny first 
question aoout whether your draft categorically includes all political 
assassinations, regardless of whatever and wherever, or if it is 
directed at those considered during the late 1950s and early 1960s. 
l'-1y point is that the HSCA craft is subject to irrf)rovement on this 
}:-"'Oint .. , . 

Page 3. Insert the word "late11 before the date 1960, sixth line 
from the bottom. 

Page 3.. Last sentence should read: 11CIA records indicate that 
the operation was inactive from April 1961 until April 1962." 

Page 4. Delete "James 'Big Jim' O'Con.-1ell 11 and replace \'17ith the 
phrase "Chief, Office of Security Operaticns Support Bnmch." There­
r~fter, he can be identified as "the 0.?-:)rations Suppo::::-t Chief .. or 
11Support ChieL" 

Page 6. Change last sentence to cormr.ence as follo,,.;s: "The 
1967 IGR noted that •••• " · · 

Page 7. End of the first corrplete paragraph.·.·· Substitute word· 
110perution" for the word "plots". .. . . 
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Page 11.. Fifth lin~ fran botto.-n. Insert word "unsuccessfully" 
after "Harvey subsequently attenpted •••• " 

Page 12. '1\-;elfth line from bottom, Insert year 111967 11 before_ 
the m:m;e of Ed l'-Jorgan. 

Page 14. Second sentence should be rephresed as follows: "This 
rec.o:ct d:;t.:dled the ac..:ounts of various CI/} plans ancl o?=rations 
ag~;inst Castro.~ •• " 

Page 15. It should be e.1phasized that CIA 1s concern Has, nar:x:o.·1ll•,. 
protection of intelligence sources and rr~thods~ 

Page 16. Delete that portion of the last sentence of the first 
paragraph that reads as follows: 11 

••• on-going plots against the revo­
lutionary government in Cuba and its •••• II The rr:ain thrust of the sse 
report had to do with plotting against Castro and this tends to shift the 
emphasis to a broader range than the sse report really supports. 

Page 17.. Second sentence~ first conplete paragraph. t·lhile it is 
correct to summarize the sse report as stated, the sse report is 
incorrect, and \ole should so note. 

Page 17. Last paragraph.. There was no "ripple effect". Noooay 
paid any attention to the SSC report after the first fet-1 days. It was 
quite r.ome time afterwards, on a tm.e-available basis that the CIA '!'ask· 
Force took up the problem. In any event, it was not intended to 11anmver" 
the sse report in .the usual sense of the word so much as it ,.,a_g intended 
to researc.;. the general proble."TT. We did not kna.-1 'l;lhat \'le would find. 

Page 18. ~e ·subparagraph (i), seoond line. The \-lOrd 11aS11 

should be replaced by "on." 

Page 18.. Fifth to the last line. 'l'FR for !G..t(. 

Page 19. Fifth line. "Operative11 for "operation" .. 

Page 21.. Next to last line. TFR for !GR. 

Page 23.. 'lbp paragraph. The reason there \vas no contact ·to~ith At·D:. • ."Z\SH 
for the year preceding, fra.'il 1962 to 1963, was that he \vas in Cuba .. 

Page 23. 'lhird line after indented quotation. It was not a question 
o.C a "co.-nmitment" to bring about c.;.ang~, but the "problem" in doing so. 
[~ugg23t chunge accordingly. 

Page 23. Next to last line right in .It1iddle pa!::a9raph.. CIA did not. 
say thcrt any dispute \vas in the eyes of the sse only. 

Page 24. Second paragraph, first line. Substitute 1'cabled" for 
"cal-led" .. 
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P~ge 211. FitzGerald is spelled ,.1ith capital "G11
• 

Page 24. Second paragraph, ninth line. -Substitute TFR for CIA. 

'l'he HSCA d~:;aft ·is iirprecise in this treati:·JEmt. 'lbe task force 
report gave a rather detailed recitation of \·,'hat l4·1LASH was told as the 
basis for its vie;·'· ~·.'hile Book v of t.1e sse reoorted .t\HI.AsH•s reaction as 
uncertain, the 'l'aak Fore..:! retX:>rt made it clea·r that his re.action as to 
\·Jhat he '"as told \·las exactly the sa.-re as the CIA record of what he t·;as 
told. 

Page 24. Second sentence, first full paragraph. Substitute the. 
following: 

"In October 1963 Desrrond FitzGerald rr.et Ar-"JL..l\.SH/1 outside the 
United States. 11 

Page 26. Fourth line in the quotation at the top of the page .. 
Substitute the word "reinforce" for the word "re-inform" .. 

Pages 30-32.. The following names (in case any of those rnentioneci 
elsewhere are overlooked here) should be rerroved or ·replaced \•lith 
appropriate descriptions: · 

Varona (#3), Duque H~l6), Alonso 0Fl7), O'Connell (#27), 
Orta (#31). 

Page 34. Rerrove the "s" from the CIA Inspector General Reports. 

Page 35. The record is clearly documented in detail as to what 
the Al1LASH operation was. 'lhe authors rr.ay not \vish to choose 
between the record, and what the sse has said about it (erroneously) .. 

· As- for Langosch, he \'las not l.n charge of the corrponent that was . 
responsible for CIA operations against Cuba, as the sentence structure 
makes 'it appear.. In fact he was neither responsible for nor familiar 
\'lith the nature of the association \vith Af.'I.IJ\SH, except peripherally.. His 
vie\oTS on the security aspects of the case, because of ANLASH/l's personality, 
are very different from what he knew about the actual nature of \vhat \vas · 
and \'las not going on. 

r.angosch •s lack of familiarity vdth ti.1.e details of the operation is 
guic%ly apparent :i.f one takes the tirr.e to revie~-1 what he has said on the 
subject, and how it matches the facts. ~·ie have already com:nented else­
\•ihere ha11 his comments to you about use of the polygce1ph betray his 
unfamiliarity \'lith the case. 'l'he fol~owing is also relevant: 

. . 
1.. In his testimony before the SSC in 1975, he stated 

· that FitzGerald's meeting \'lith At•U:.ASH/1 had to do \·lith Cilstro's 
assassination. Had he read the pa.rers preceding the meeting, 
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with the specific limitations d~cided upon, and the rep:>.ct of 
the e1cttJal m2eting (with the basic rebuff given by Fitzgerald, so 
far as supfOrt wus concerned), follm1ed by subsequent n~p:•r.t.s sho.·;ing 
that 1\NL.I\SH/1 had understood that he had been denied sup[X)rt, · 
Langosch c.:ouJ.d have spoken diffe'l::'ently t."-lan he did.. As it is; .he 
SflOke in error, if quoted correctly in your draft. 

2. Also, 'tihen testifying before the SSC in 1975, Lm:gosch 
\.;-as um!ble to recall the time frai.e of developments in the A~•lU\SH 
operation, a factor tllat is critical and central to a~y analysis 
anc1 evaluation of ~-;hat the operation \~·as during t.t"le life of President 
Kennedy. 'Ihis is directly relevant to your 'clmrter and the issue of 
the rro:ment. The CIA Task Force Report documented this in detail .. · 

3. And in 1975, i.v·hen Langos(:h testified before the SSC, he l·laS 
revealed as somewhat vague as to characterization of the Ar-1I.J~SH 
operation. In this respect, his testirrony se€.11\S to have undergone a 
significant rr.etarrorphosis in tern'S of firm recollection .. 

It might be instructive to review Book v of the sse F'inal Report at 
page 75. One would think that the :rr.an's credibility \>iOuld be tested 
somewhere along the way, by at least quasi-legal st6.?dards: 

1. Langosch was not knowledgeable on the A.¥.!IASH operation 
. at the time it \'las going on. He admittedly did not kna.r~ the 

tirr.e frame.. His testi.rrony on key details has been derr.onstrated 
to be' inaccurate .. 

2. · Langoset,'s testirr.ony has evolved \-lith the passage of 
tirr.e. As a \•Titness, \•lhat he says does not warrant the errphasis 
g~v~n by your draft. 

Page 36.. Instead of describirjg Pollock as ''from the CIA" he should 
be referred to as "a former CIA enployee. n 

Page· 37. First line... T'ne \'lord "object" should be "objective .. ". 

Page 37. Second line.. The \'lOrd "Cuba" should be "A!I-lL.~SH/1". 

Page 46. 'Ihe draft's assertion that O'Connell and Naheu are 
lying about identification of the syndicate people \'tl'ith \•7hom they \•7ere 
dealing; this is unsup_t:X)rted by the evidence. 

'Ihe record is son;e~.;hat longer thnn t.he association of: the HSCA 
investigators \·lith it, and the only thing they add to it is t.l-tis 
unfounded subjective judgr:1ent.. I 'lrws one of the b-10 CIA officers \·lho 
debdefed O'Connell on his part in the. operation, \•;hen anot:her inspector 
and I did t-he original 1967 IG repor-t on assassinations.. At that tirre 
O'Connell Has forthright and did not dissemble, although he experienced 
difficulty in recalling some details. 
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At the ti.u:e of the 1967 interviews, O'Connell related the discovery 
of th~ actual identity of the parsons \·lith \vhom they \·lere dealing pri:!'.arily 
as an interesting developrr.ent in the unfolding events o!: the operatio:J .. 
He rel~ted his role in a factual rranner; he had been given an assignrr~nt 
and caJ:".cied it .9ut. He related it ~·Tithout expla11ation or apology.- ·If he 
\·Jas presssed by HSCi\ investigators he may have been asked questions that 
posed the various considerations in terrrs of rationale, etc., but that \vas 
not his presentation \-:hen he \;:as spea't;:ing in.side the Agency in 1967 -
then under strict terms of security -- when he originally recorded hi.i7.Self 
on the matter.. He is not a philosopher, and I doubt that he ,~·auld have 
volunteered muc., on this score. Quite frankly, Ii\Y iil'.pression from 1967 
(and I intervie~·Jed him again in 1975) Has that he was inpressed by the 
high-level attention the syndicate gave the watter, rather than being 
embarrassed by it.. It is rrore accurate to see hi..rn vie-1ing it as a sign 
of the serious attention given qy tl1e syndicate, possibly reinforci~g 
the chances of ac.'1ieving the objective.. O'Connell kne~·l from the begiP-'1ir.-.J 
that he \oJas dealing \·lith the syndicate, and that there had to be high-level 
approval was a foregone conclusion.. . No real thought had b~en given as to 
what sort of person \'lould be assigned to the job, and \~Thomever it was 
there was little ·that could be done about it if the operation \·las to 
proceed. ~e inteq>retation of O'Connell 1s thought processes are far· 
fetched. 

Page 48. O'Connell's narre appears severa~ times in the preceding 
pages, but it appears here with Ed· . ..rards. We might suggest that the \·lord 
"they" be substituted. All the other places it can be "Operations·· 
Support Chief". 

Page 57. Second sentence in last paragraph. Request deletion of 
entire sentence. It reveals the CIA relations \'dth the Cuban exile 
organizations, \'ttdch '"'e wish to protect.. The deletion does not impair 
the basic story. 

Page 58. First rorrplete paragraph, fifth line. Propose following 
to be substituted for sentence starting there: 

"Ness had previous CIA associations. He also \vas supposedly 
acting as conduit for funds supplied by the Cellini brothers 
l•lith the understanding that this group -v;ould receive privileged 
treatment in the Cuba of the future." 

Page 68-71.. I recall the introduction to the HSCA draft report 
that it i·lOuld not impugn the reputation of innocent by-standers. 'l'he 
identities of Dan Rowan cm.cl Phyllis f.1cGuire fall into this catego:cy. 'lhe 
sinple and correct stocy is that Gi~"1cana felt that he w.?.s ooing C"~.lC:kolded 
by H0\-7an and took advanti::t·::Je, in his jealousy, of his new and novel 
relationship t·lith CIA. O'Connell shoul,d not have gone along \'lith hi11, but 
he did, unfortunately. tvith the advantage of 20-20 hindsight it F..ay 
lc:x;?k easy today to have turned it aside then. Herr:ember, '!.·:hen 
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O'Connell first told the story in som:! cetail (\·lith some error in dab=.!s),. 
inside the Agency for t~e rec~rd (1957), he told it in just those tcr[~. 
He h:;:;d r:.o reason then to conceal c'Oncern, if c:my, and current S};-eculation 
really doesn't alter the b:::tsic facts of: tlw.t sirrple story. 'Ihe:re really 
\-m;:; no concern C!t that tim~ about Gic:mcana leaking 

Su3ges t \·:e renove all references that identify Ro.van and 
t-;C(.:;uire .::!nd cleo.n up the presehtation to fit the facts. 

Page 74. Second line 'l'FR for C!l1. 

Page 76. A little canfusion in the sequence of events h::!tv;e:en 
Phase I and Phase II. •·Vhen the first access tD Castro failed, and 
a viable ne~-1 one did not develop, Roselli l·lent to the Cub--::m exile 
leader. 'I'hat contact a'1d the apparent uncertainties that it · . 
offered is \'lhat \>Jas terminated at the end of Phase I. 'l'hat is \·?here 
it started when it was reactivated in April 1962 for Phase II~ 

Page 77. T'.oere .are many operations in tl)e Clandestine ~vorld in \·ihic."'l 
the instrurrents of action are not kno~m in de.tail to the case officer. 
In the Phase II operation, Roselli served as cut-out between Cll'\ and the 
Cuban exile leader.. In a sense, the Cuban ran his atm net and did not 
reveal the identities of his people or any specific plans. In the 
absence of direct access to the target his operatives had to go in and 
develop a .. .,ay in '1t1hich to carcy out their mission. Had it succeeded, it 
'ldould have been possible to reconstruct events after the fact in . the 
absence of ulti.IP.ate action it.may see."n uncertain to some .individuals 
unfamiliar with the tenuous nature of some clandestine action. The real 
question today, in my mind, is w-hether the Cuban exile leader really 
dispatched "teams" \-lith the mission they were supposed to have .. 

Page 77. It may seem extraordinary to the investigators that CIA 
operated as it did. First, as mentioned aoove, there are a nlllilber of 
uncertainties in the world of clandestine operations .. There are numerous 
instances in l'>'hich individuals throughout an operational d1ain are un'll,:no•..m 
to CIA. In this particular case, dealing \·lith representatives of the · 
undenvorld, labored under certain practical inhibitions about how far he 
could press individuals using their resources to carry out a mutual 
objective. 

Page 88.. Top line. Delete "station :personnel · 

Page 89. 'Ihird lim~. Delete .,to 

Page 89. Second par<lgraph, second lin~. Delete "in 
\ 

Page 89. Ne:\.t last line. Delete " 
. Page 90. Seventh line. Substitute "CIA" 

Page 90. '1\>lelfth linE!. Substitute "abroad 11 for ·"to 
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Page 90. Sixteenth line. Delete "in 

Page 92. Suggest. retain the designation of "A" for Victor Spir:.osa 

Hernandez, ratlier than usir.g his full nar..e. 

Page 93~ Top para~Jraph. ~·ie can.'1ot contribute p::>sitively to th•~ 
question of a real link beb;een the syndicate and "A''. HcMev.ar, the sse 
final report, Book v, at pages 78, 79, and 105 sea~ to ~~~e it clear 
that \·;hat "A" kne~·l about .ANI ... l\SH post-dated the 1963 period .. 

We are now going forced draft to co:rment on the long and une~ected 
Nosenko draft. I hope to have it to you Honday afternoon.. · 

Distribution: 
Orig - Adse 

1 -.Jack Sullivan, OS 
1 - Dick Rininger~ OGC 
1 - Bi 11 Sturbitts, LA/DDO 
1 -·Russ Holmes 
1 - OLC/Subj 

. . 1 - OLC/Chrono 
OLC/SDB/ksn {15 r~ar 79) 

-· 
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Sincerely, 

s .. D. Breckinridge 
Principal Coordinator, HSCA · 
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