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1. Reference is made to this Ageney~s out message 
· .• nu:aber 94270 dated 25. April 1968 concerning the assassi

.n.a t:ion of Dr. Martin Luther K.IHG; Jr • ..... : -~ .... · 
.. . . ' -~-~~- ;~- ~~ ~~:-~ . . .... - . 

... 2.. . On 16 April Roderick Claflin BROWN 11 a Pana~~~~~S.nian 
national born 1 July 1917 in British Honduras, voluntarily 
appeared at the Depart:ment of National Investigations (DENI) 
of the Repo.blic of Pana.-a and signed a deposition, the 
hi.ghl.ights of which are as follows: · 

·::: .... ., ... ; 

· .·· · · ' ·.' {l) On 26 October 1962 he served as cook/sea.mimn 
aboird the Texaco S. S.. Southbaapton which docked at Mobile, 
Alabama.· . ·· · · · ·· · · 

{2) Wh:lle on a sho~e visit to t~e Jiobile ati-po~t· 
····on the morning of 26 October 1962in the company o:f two .· 

fellow Panamanian seasen, he vas approached by Marvin P. 
LI'l"1'BELL, owner o:f LIT'l"RELL llotor Co., 921-25 South Clinton 
Street, Athens, Alabama, who after ascertaining BROWN was 
a Panamanian seaman,· asked if he k:nev:•of Dr. Martin Luther -
KIHG, Jr. . <' . 

. ·.,. ·- ' 

(3) LITl'RE.LL inquired whether BROWN was i.nterested 
i.n employment, the details of w~ch were unspecified.. He 
went on to describe Dr. KING as ''Our greatest problem who 
is causing us much trouble." He gave BROWN a business card 
to use in the event he was interested in pursuing the employ
ment offer. 

(4) On 28 January 1963 BROWN wrote LITI'RELL from 
New York City, stating he was interested in a job and 
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:_ ... _ .. ~'r·- ., ,., • - ..,"' v" '-~~ • ··~., ~>~_'_{·::·· ~;~., 

__ _.~~requested $75 for travel from Jiew York CitY to Bcbile.. ,, z·:;;7:·~, ~--
~;.~.~~-~ 2 Feb~ry. ;1963 ·BROU receiv~ .·~ reply_ ~:ro.~ L~_. · ·· . ·--:.~~:~·,..--

. ··: ';.:';-:restating that he bad a job waiting :for ·Em.O"fH in Alab1u:ea, -".. :.,:.,~:.;{ · : 

.~:, :~;: .. -,""but <zuest.ioni.ng why $75 was needed si.uce the :fare 1lftB lGBS ·:·.~:.-:;~::-?~ 
-;7~~,~~~~ ~O,_b7 .bose :: ·- - ~. :·:: :_:_:; :· · __ ' .L _:- _ · -. · · ·:~:~~~;~:>- c 

--~.~-,,-. > -,__,. .- _: - · : '>- · • (5) After di&eussions rith a relative aDd :frieDd.s <;~7:.:-. 
-·:. ___ ><:·\:i.D New York Ci.ty,_ BROWH suspected tbat the LITTB.ELL job .. <::::.:·~~-·· 

::- •: ~-- .. c_ -· offer 1li'1lS related with assassination pla.DB :for· Dr .. ltD-G., --:··.---,;.; _ -~--
·. :: : - . :" : Th~fore he did not respond to 'the LI"lTRELL letter &nd · · ·=-·.,_;.,..,. • ·--

- -; > d.i.smiseed the i.neident until the deatb of Dr.- K.I:I'G. :ln . ~;:.:::~~~(;j1>~ 
_ A~l. ~~· _ "~ ~e;urned to Pa~ -~ 1964. __ :.-=.',.:~)[);%~f~ 
· ' 3. · Encloeed :for your in:forsa:tion is a copy of the _, ;_ . _ ...-,._ :~· 

. .·.·•· ' · - LriTRELL letter and the Spanisb language de~i tion .a de · . • · - ':.. -~~~~ 
.;:·,. ~ · _ by BROWN, as well as an English traDSlation of the deposition_: ~-.~~ 

. _ as described in p&ra.graph 2 o:f the reterenced oat ~DSSS~ge.. --~;-3-;;_;: .-:"!.~ 
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