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16 MAY 1368 

Director . . . . .. · 
Federal.. Bureau o:f Investigation.· 

· . Attention.: l!r. S.J. Papich 

Investigation in Japan o:f Report on Suspicious 
Actions of Gerald Lee Richards, Oribinally 
Described :as Besenbling SUspected .A.ss~ssin of 
Dr. ~rtin Luther King 111 Jr. . .- .. 

. .. -.. . '. 
. ..... -... 

· · l.. · Re:ference is made to the report concerirl.ng the above 
subject x:wde by telephone to lrr. s .. .r. Papich at- 0930 on 17 April.·_ · · 

.· .. 1968.. Following is a full e.ccount o:f the investig::::tion c.ade in · 
'this case: . 

·.:. .· ~-

····. A. On.l6 April 1968 s United States N~tional. 
-~, :\ :• · l:!;:~riti:ne Union official i:t. Yokohslila reported that one 
~ ·· '. ·· Gerald Lee Richards, -who bore ~ general physic~! 

' · · : · · · ·• ~~"":- resemblanc·e to the description given o:f the suspected 
· · ·· . assassin of Dr. liartin Luther Xing:r Jr. had 2-:rrived 

-·-:. 

in J~pan about 15 April 1968 and requested a position 
aboard any ship going anywhere. ~ieh:ards bec:a::1e . 
~gitated when asked for a contact address in Japan 

- and refused to d.ivulg~ his Japsn.ese :f'iesidence. 'T'ae : 
National Marit±me Union official described Eich~rds 
e.s 5' 10" tall., 1.55 pounds:t ·nth brown hai.r, ~ reeedi.ng 
hairline on both sides, and a not very pro~~ent scar · 
no and one-half inches long traversing the center · · 
~orehead, his most outstnnding characteristic be~ a 

···· ··. disconcerti:ng, idiotic grin resembling a consbn't! 
grim&ce. According to Ric:::hards' d~ents and state- .. ·. , 
ments, he was born S April 1937, applied :for se~'s 

. . - papers in San Pedro, ~l.:i:fornia, 16 June 1964 :md .. ·.· 
· ,· .. ~.··:-:-registered there es a United st2tes Nstion.2l l!:!.:r:itil:le 

·. · · · ·· ·Union member on 21 Febrt.r.:a:ry 1968 but never shipped out:. " 
liis Social Security Ntmoor is 552-46-5078; his United 
States Coast Guard Nunber Z 27ll-782o 
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~~~~---B~~~equent check 
on:f irm.ed th..!:-......-.::..~o""',· -""-"":::""p'""":J.:-:C;:;:--:;::r_-:;::;a""" .. ::-:;a:=--:s;::::-:-::-;:;-;:::~:-::::. p;-.i.".L~..,;::;:-~=--' 

::~~iT~Eie"'"!!a'!~Silhl Mari ti.::e 'Onion cf:f:ici:?.l. J... -r.·c:.-c! c;:eck 
indicated that Richards originzlly resided ~n Sapn~ 
£rom 1963 to 1964 and ="~ied ~ALA~~- Uichiko in l£63. 
Both Richards and his wife left J~p~n fo~ the United 
States in 1964. Richares rc~ed 2lo~e to J~p::::n :::.i::o::rt 
15 April'l968. His ~i~e•s ~ddress in the United S~:::.tc~ 
is listed as 160 Hosoi (phonetic) Street, C2=peuteria, 
California. 93013. 

-. - -·_ -~ ·.-:-------~--, 
-.-~~~L-~--~~~~aph of Richards ~~--~------~-.~ 

'tlo.s shC"l:i!: to the '"':ft':tonai:-1!Zfit~m­
•-!---:-trzr:[!oonnco>f3ffiCiil~~nd iclenti.fied by him. ~s the inaivicu~l. 

· _-. in subp&lragraph lA above "';;UO hzd ~:pplied :for a se.a~n 's 
. berth. T'ae photograph of Ric:bzrds bco.rs no ~p:;;>arent 
resemblance to photob~~phs o~ suspected nss~ssin 
James Earl ~y provided by the Federal Burc~u of 
.Investigation. 

. - -

. . 2.· ·!be above infort:lation has.~n-gi.ven·-fo the Legal 
:Attache __ of the Unit~d_States :E:::lbassy :!.n Toh.-yo .. 

FOR THE DEPUT::C DIREC'l'OR FOR PLIINS: 
·:·~ ' . 

.... :-. 

·Distribution: · · 
. 2 - Addressee 

-- 1. CI/LSN . 
..• 1 CI/R&.A 

1 . 

:. -~. ~- .... 

sh ·· .. (8 May 1968) 

.: .. :·-
·. ·r· 

CIOP/DO (201~832732) ~~ 

1 CFE 
1 FE/JKOJ 
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