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]L. F-w mm mﬂm X heve been contacted on voeus o by
By WM&&, pRtoricss tmuggler,: gunruaner and BRUTTE

" o=
NS EREESESY ;?mmmt in offériny kis asristence fa cotmec. on w.
Dofrem S -Begause of hiy **:at,-tg,rmmd I bove alays evaded -
TIMETRI, m 6 Mﬁl e called sayiog ba had some information cone

x@:zilim Smm,__rg close frieud av«z‘. eoufidante of “‘t,‘fw? Guevara,
b=l we. shmld Togw a!wnt s -

2 I comtmcted the ¥BI to chuck on Kerola's backgrounu and w

el vﬁﬂle m has a lengz resord, h: vmdoubiedly could. spea’c autheri
[ mmmjzg immtimem affmm 3 iwberast ir Ris uwbility to smuggle 2

. cther comtrebénd. As @ comsequescs I wisited Merola at his palatial b

:“fr.w.‘mi Bessh, -, "

t)

3. Her@: informed me tho: h: ie cvrrently “.t LlibertyY on two count:
b & two-gess preobation in corvection witl his couvicetisn on a charge of
"r‘imgmsg ghe gua-fn-ley of Fulpioneio Baticin Cencral Virands, to che US in
: clandeztine fesbion folillowiug the Caecrro -~ ., and b) an appeal being
".“»“mu apeimss 5 eowwiction imvolving =z viefi svrss fror: a National Guard
rmeny. Hevoss was given filwe years oof qils o 2% o enrected to drag on
-ndefimditely.

g

- Wm queried sbost the Braziliszy Senaco., Morols that Lz has ant

w8 reseised dﬁmﬁﬁs but that Sao i Cvice b the Labin

, mzrican contrad *mimaz“_. Z.'f" d wogm o wy oerested In
cveloplng & pow; v:;erﬁny vt ety wouls B mauggled indo
czzil.  He said J«*:t the Serator had visited Cuba @ liowlns Cascio’s victory
w4 hed Leen the specisl guest of "Che" Guss z:x:&; r--’c cther decalls wera made

=ilzble 2t the tinr of rhe dnt~evisy of Me:

5. £ 48 mv gplsder that 3 proaac L0 2o s oy erele contactiung v
WO & yea:t&v $F sm would !,..r,:*-" sxowe wivn he Juedgvan vourt to reseind «,ho [
mmile travel restwiotdon curpcutly fmxsonsd on bilm 8o chet Marols could go to o
ugll te work out details of the wiis ragpLing. T dnformed him thac uhc:e':‘;

vid B ue poseibilicy of ws sodog of cgristance dn Lhy matter.
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msgle s gunrunner ‘and- genera) |
offer:!.ng

Coen o{ his background 'I'havé always
ver ;. on 6 Fel eica .ed : sa i h ‘had:¢
Srazilia.ose g £r1 Y ing ‘he' some {nform

’ i. 4 contacted the' FBI to check on Merola's "background
that while he bhas a long ‘record, he undoubtedly could speak

concerning international affairs, interest in his ability to s.igp
other contraband.  As &8 con

sequence, I visited Merola at his palati
Hiami Beach. o S _

3. Mem la informed we “that he is euxfenc1y "at liberty" on two-cor
2} A two-year probation’ in connection with his conviction on a charge ¢
bringing the son-in-law of Fulgencio Bati.sta, General Miranda, to the

1 clandestine fashion fonowing the Castro victory, and b) an appeal bei.,
:aken against a conviction involving a theft of guns from a National Guard

\irmory. . Merola was given five years but his appeal 18 expected to drag on
ndef:lnitely. D e

AR
s

4, When queried abbut' the Brazilian Senator, Merola said that he has not

et received details, but that Sam Kay, one of his asso ciates in the Latin

merican contrabend business, told him that the Senator was interested in
eveloping a project whereby large quantities of whiskey would be smuggled into

Be said that the Senator had visited Cuba following Castro's victory
id had been the special guest of *Che" Guevara.

No other details were made
railable at the time of the interview of Merola. S

5. It is my opinion that the principal reason for Merola contacting us
g to ascertain if we would intervene with the Federal Court to rescind the

-mile travel restriction currently imposed on him so that Merola could go to
8zil to work out details of the whiskey smuggling.

I informed him that thera
uld be no posstbilfxy of us - betng of assistance in the matter.
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have always evaded -
ome_ information cc

-mile travel rescri
cti.on currentl
azil to. work oiit; ently imposed on him
otk odt; detatls of:the hdskey Smusglins-8oltgizoﬁzglaigoﬁgtgohm
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] ‘- oﬁﬁeting his assistance in ¢ S
Recanse of his background I have alw.y:
Esmener,, amx 6 Eeb 61 ke called saying he had some ‘inform '
Brezfilfan Senator, a’close’ friend and confidnnt:e of "Che '
Eem: we shmzld Bmm abcut:.

. ‘2. I cmtacl:ed the FBI to check on Herola 8 bac:cgrou
that while he has & lcng record, he undoubtedly could spea
concerning intetmtiml affairs; interest in his ability !

ather mm:zahand As a consequence, 1 visited Merola at his ,
mimmi. Beach. .

E 3. !-temla 'informd me. that ‘he 1s currently “at: liberty"
‘&), two-year probatfonm in connection with his conviction on
hin@m the son-in-law of Fulgencio‘ Batista,. General Mirandrs

/a elmdem:ine fashinn fonowing the Castro vict\ory, and b} ar

w'mamd;mmss, told him that the 8mtor was int
ing 'a project whereby large quantities- ‘of ‘whiskey would .
: M “He satd that the; Senator ‘had visited Cuba following Cas
o and Bed bem the special guest of “Che" Guevara. No other detail
= jfmﬂa&le et the tize of the interview of Merola.g o

It 1 my opiaion tbat ‘the principal reason £or Merola cont
was to ‘escertafn; ﬁwwe ‘would interveme with the Federal Court to ret
Mc travel tesericcm currem:ly impogsed on him so that Merola c.

- Brail m deta_ﬂs of the whiskey smuggling. I informed him i
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‘6 ‘ E!wn;,qner@ed‘ab t"the Brazilian Senator, Merola said t}

yet ‘received details, but. that Sam Kay, one of his associates in ' ‘
( .;&maxican ccntraband businesa, ‘told him that the Senator was inte

e developins a project whereby large quantities of whiskey would

Brazil. He said that the Senator had visited Cuba following
.and ‘had been the specisl. guesc of "Che" Guevara.

No other de
milable at the :ime of t:he mtetview ‘of Merola,

It u ny opinj.ou that the priucipal reason for Mer:
was to. ‘ascertain 1if we would intervene with the Federal Cou.
25-mile travel restriction currently imposed on him so that
Brazil to work out details of the whiskey smuggling. I inf
would be no possibﬂity of us being of assistance in the ms




. following Castro's vietory he had gore to Havana,

- assistance to-the Fremte should he be called upon.
avatlable whichAhgqgould not be adverse to ''lending' to his friends.

Be glad to hear details of any Latin American intrigue which
- attention, and which could be of any significance.

ei Mexola then stated

;." that he had been actively engaged i{n gunrunning in
“behalf of Fidel Castro duri Tocas ™ . #

ng the revolt agaiunst Batista. He stated that

and had been received warmly
by Eidel Castro and Camilo Cienfuegos, He furnished some details congcerning

these comtacts, as well as his contact with Colonel "Johnnie" Abbes, head of

.. the Dominican secret police also a contact of his, which are being forwarded
i veport form.

:jl"7.” Merola gléo indicated that he is Qefy well acquainted with Antonio
de Varonz, head of the FRD, and felt that he would be able to provide definite

He has a 63-foot boat

8. Be also'mentioned that he realizes that we are not in a position

tao be “persuasive™ with Castro agents in Miami, or with firms making clandestine

shipments to Cuba wia the British West Indies, Mexico or Canada. Merolas

~expressed the opinion that he might be able to be of considerable assistance

in "discussions™ with individuals or corporations re their desisting from
lending aid to Castro.

3. We éxpfessed éppfeciation for his offer of assistance but stated
that it was very umlikely that we would request any help; however, we would

comes to his

: ontact is contemplated, but for the record the followin
is_ submitteds . - | . | : L

-1~Eh11'§amg: vioseph Raymond-Merolg‘
-“DOB: 9 October 1925 _‘
" POB: " Turtle Creek, Pennsylvania

::tgé?ngveé,iﬁ'the US Marine Corps from 1941 to 1945; Serial 32962(
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