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. , · ~~ .·.· .lF~ ~ ~tb:S l h~•"<:l ~t\ (:(Jr:.t:l.eted on ~:(~t:.:.::r. : y 
·~ ~ ~~--"ll!@toJti.~ -~l'"rll> !'JDrtmner an~ ge.-.-:~:;:~; ·o··:o:,. 
'~ ~. ~t: til o~f.K2~; 'td.s tUiiFistr.n~a h c01:,noc.. on w. 
~ s:l~~;. :·~Of. his ~.3(;Ztground I t;vve £~1-'.,iays evaded ,. 
~~~- .. ~:6 .~.;;.Q.:··~ calle,cl·~y~ b.i:; ~ad :ivrr.e 1.nf('1il'>~tion coeif 
.:~~ ~-J&. el~ &ieod ar.-d co:u:~dante :)f uct1•!.' 1 Guevara, 

::·::1lu: ~ ~~,.~'j~~;;};~;~t1;::';,_~.: .•, . . . . 
~~. ·i. . . ' the m·.m clt.z:cl-:. On .~..e~ob •e backgrcunu &tri w; 

·~mat. .. ~· ' . . 1~ re.~. k: undc:n..:bto.!dly could.: speak e.uthcri 
:~ridErfi,'~£..tio.s;.~l ~n; :b:-.te-rll.st in hit~ ability t:o amt;ggle g 
:··~ ~·,;;~ .&a 2ii ~~q:se!J.:!.:';,: 1 v ! .. S~ited Hcr.ola. at his palati.al n .. 
:.fd!1!mli ~~~ . -. ·~· ', 

3. ~b in.fo~ ~ •th·.: £;;;. ie cur:.::entl.y 11.~t U.berty11 on two· count.:; 
:::·~ £. ~"11!1~ pr:Obs.t:i:',)D i.n. c-.,r:J'e,-::tio>t wit~~ h~s c:c>\~~:-icti.:t& on a charge of 
:7rlro,gii;:n;g #.:!<tr. ~:;.~-!a-la'i>i1 of ~W!J .. ncio :Bati!~Ll. C,·nc·~·~l ~."irandn, to .:he US in 
:.. :c~t'11!:U: f.a$h.f,'Qn foil:>WLit; the C ~ r f: r. ~} • · ·· . ' ·y $ .nnd h) an appeal being 
::e.r~ ~i.ll::m't ,... .emwi!..c:d.on !:n<.-.,lvin~ ,,_ ~:t.-~it. T:: ;:;;.:r·.;~ fror.1 ,~ National Guard 
• :Z"mOi);y.. lM£'-r•ci~;l ~~ t:rl'imn five )''9:l"l:'S :i•.:t ·,t~:; ·"p··· ·P '. ·;.D c,;.-=· ,,,,_:ted to drag on 
.. :z,de!f'i!mlt>!lW. 

~- \ii'Ae~ie~ .abo;.u.t the Braz.Llbc. Se;;:;r:.t··.~. "'~·~r.c• 1 .•.: ·.i··~ t'.at l..f1 hae not 
.. ,,;: :::·e,oeit"il·n ~<.::tfla:U-~. but that ~.ar.-1 • "' of :·.' ._, .·.:::' · , __ ,.,_. 1:.~ the lhtin 

, .::rr:::rl:c1!la <.C9;Jil:::rn'J.:.t-:.,..-·:: >wtn.e.e::;, ::r::.:.d (>:i . ...-·· · • , •. the.': \C' ·:):·· \J:'.;~ ~-r cr:eat:ed in 
::v~'lo.p-hz,[; . .a r-: .. ·:.-;;:•.·_: ""'~>?T~hy :.~:q_>~ 'l': '- ·.;. ... a of v'i: ·.t>!·:-:c_)' HouL •,-; ::-mugglcd :Ln~.o 
;~tiJ... .Re f.-2'1.3 .U;f.'i:t tr.e £~:t:<7t(.P~ h~d ·;L:.~te.d CuL:. :i.'' :',io·win~~ ~~!.ltll..to:s vtcto:ry 
~;.d iJ.:a~ ;";;oee;tb tb.t! 'IS~ia! ~~t o£ 11Ch€1) Gu~HD:/3.. tir.:; cth~r de'Cails ''7er•! made 
':sii~bl-e at: ·w t;~..m·~ ~."- th~ f.n:\:"!'CVi::·\·1 of 'Mf.n:ol.:~ • 

. 5.. 1A::. :1.-6 ·.~ ~:ir.:i.c-:t: t';-.:if' '· ~ - F! '' ~ -:'-: · .• :;. :;c:r :Y.l:'clti.'. cont:nct:b18 u~1 
::i!i t;v ~~!ts.i~ ~.~ wr.e -&~$;ilti f.r.:·'· ::1.1 m~ '.:·it!:', v,._ ( Ae~-~~~- '~outt to rescind the 
;-,n1.ll1~ t~W.f:J :r.·%'tlr.!.~ti11~ t:!J.n:-,,!i.::.ly J:.":,.;::,:.>d on ld.m oo that Mezoola could r;o to 
'ldil :t:~ ~rik ,o~.t GLet.aU.6 '..;f the ""~ .:f.:lf>k<.. ;•,~J£?;(1.: 1.~g. I infol:'n~.;;:<l him i.:hat: t~w~:e ' 
·:L:{l ?,;·H 1lO jpOB:~ZttUity ~>f Wl ,·.;?t'g c:: ,··;..:.•.i.:>t~n~& 1.~~ t.hv matter-. 1 . 
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1 ~. • 

on occas 
•crtl'n'l"''i111'111'tA.,. and" generaj 

a.rr·,~ai-•a ........ ·in conne 
;i'Qim~l·I··have always 

.:~.a~;y:;r.•ng .. he. liad··some tnfom 
·;c~nff.aQte of "Cb 

. y-:' 

·' 

... 2 .". :~ t<~6~~c~e~::. ·~·i·~I· t~ :check on Merola • s background 
that while:~ has_a··long ·reco~d, he w:tdoubtedly could speak. . 
~onceruiq inten:iatioUl a~f~rS·i interest in his ability to IU.lg~ 
other con:traband, .• ~~: ~-a ,c¢m,~~quence, I visited Merola at. his palat:l 

Miaun Beach.. --~~/~.>·. _:·:j.·~~·'::, .,.~?- . ..".,, .. :.;·:·· . <<:< ., · .· ·· · 
.: 3.' · Meml& ~ormed me~tfui't he:·u c~eutly 11at U.berty11 on two··co•·· 

;1.) A two-year probatie,n· in :connectien wit~ .. hiS conviction on a charge o 
~dng:IDg the. son•in-taw .. ·of Fulgencio Batist~, Ge.~ral Miranda, to the t 
1 clandestine fashion fol1011t1ing the Castro victoey, a~d b) an appeal be1.:, 
:ake.n against a cOnviction .iravc:tlving a theft of gtins · froru a National Guard 
lrmo:ry •.. Merota·was given five years but his appeal is expected to drag on 
.ndefinite~y. ·- ' ~ :· . . 

. 4.. When queried abOut the Brazilian Senator t;. Merola said that he has not 
et re.ce.ived details- but .tbat Sam ray, one of his asmciatee in the Latin 
•tc:Sn. contr~ busiues, told him that the Senator was interested in 
eVe.loping a project whereby large quantities of whiskey would be smuggled into 

· razil. He said that the Senator had visited Cuba following Castro's victory 
\d had been the special guest of 11Che" Guevara. No other details were made 
raU.able at the time of the interview of Merola. 

S.. It is m, opinion that the principal reason for Merola contacting us 
'S to ascertain if we would intervene with the Federal Court to rescind the 
-mile travel restriction currently imposed on him so that Merola could go to 
u11 to work m.it detai~s of the whiskey smuggling. I informed him that there 
1114 be ao ,OSstbility of us be1rag of assistance in the matter. 

·. ::: ' ~. . ~ .• ' .. ~ ... :·· 

I, 
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UJ;I''';·II,;;QIIJ,VJ.Io.;_~l·~~··IU" Otl a. Chat 
~;:-:~~11e:a:~a· · ~iranda, to tl 

. and' b) an appeal 
"'4='''"'''"'"' .from a National 

EU.IB_,.:I&p~le.a~l: is expected to d: 

. .··. ·:_, ~"·J;\ ,, (~<:;;~::: .. -; . : '' ' .. . 
· · ·. · ,'· :Merola said that he h 
-of his asi!lo ciates in the Latl 

thSt th~ Senator was interested ir 
rge · .. . ties of whiskey would be smugglt 

t'Uf.l·. : .. ·He . had visited Cuba following Castro 1 s viet. 
ld,!W,:l~i:l:~een.~~\sp~cial.'guest of uChe'' Guevara. No other details were mac 
raU.abie. &t;·.tile.\t:f.iiie of the· interview .. of Merola. 
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. · s~ >.It:,(18i:my:.:.~p:f.n10n·>that the principal reason for Merola contacting us 
t8. to Uceita:f.D~ .. if .we would intervene with the Federal Court to rescind the 
·mile 'trav•l~(.t._tl'ietion currently imposed on him so. that Merola· could go to 
azil. te):.!~~J~t~.details · c:J~; the ,.whiskey smuggling. 't informed him that there 
uld &e:: iw; pO&sibiUty of us: being of assistance in the matter. · 
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· ~.. J: ~ted ·the· DI. to check on Mer'oia 's backgrou 
~ mue be'.- 'a· long record, he undoubtedly could spea 
ccmc:eirrnring in.t:emattcmal. affairs_; interest itr his· ability 1 

. o~ ~.. 48-'a. ccmsequew:e. I visit.ed Merola at hb , 
D.am!l B'e«eh., .. __ ,. .· ·::: . - .. 

. ·' '. _: .:-~-- .. ,-~\:~·.-::<~~;:~~~----.~ .. ,:·:~ ·.·_ ' ' ;,"_. ~:::_:·' _•;•.' '· ' 
'• :.>,, -~~-·. Mem---f.Df~-- that he is currently. 11at liberty11 

. ·m))l.~·~icu. iD ccmnection With-his ·c:Qnviction on 1 

' ~-die ~;..in-law: of· ·FW.geuc:io. Batista,.·. ~neral Mirandt 
._;QI,~ faShion folloV11ig the Castro victory, _and b) ar. 
-~,l~_t: _a_ ~t~:.:imrolviq a· tlle'ftj>,~::sun& ··from a N, 

· · , ~-.P~ five years but his ,ap~a-~ ,is expec:te 

~\tt/'· · --·. ;><·.- ·:.·::-u._::-_;. -· :- .. ::,;:.,.<-. ... · 
·: 4 .. ·"' m.i. . 'tJm8'.:Brazit:latt '"ij'r;.--:Mfirola said 

·.'.-" ·"• ·. .. . '- . .. ' ' .. ' ···~ ,, , .. ' ' ., ·.' . ," . J . 

·,·\'~ _· ·,:. . . ,,. .. --~ . , . . t·~saa by; one of ~is.:~ssociates i' 
• ,_. ~.·-~Jni51Jaeas. told h:l.m that :the Senator was int 
~' d'eNel~~isifa'' proJ~(nereby large :C~uant'ities ~of wt:aiekey would ' 
. ·:I!JI:adl!.. ; l'e Af4 ~- 'the ;Set!atOr bad visited', Cuba following Cat:. 

· .. -mEdl·.w·~.die·s~W.guest(of 'SC!ie" Guevara. No other detail 
'< ~ie'·St: · da8, .time :.of the . :I.Durvtew of Merola~: · 

r 

... · ~:~:·~·:.:>;>·. '.;--, . ::.~.:.~:6:·' . ,'-·_! ·-.:;': ~ . •. ' . '.. . -.·. ' ' 
. .-~, <:· 5.;, · ~ that the principal reaion for Merola cont 
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.......... _..... "at 'tiberty'*_ :on ::t-woV 

·coaruact:1oa:a:with' his :·conviction: ·9~ ·a. chars· 
•. :.n.~~.~.~'t:~o~\•.a.u. Bads~a, ~neral Miranda, to tb . 

;a;a.~~WJ·~ ., ... \l•.a..a.uw.l.lll!;, -.the castro victory, and b) an appeal t 
tt;ur;w.;LI!o".I·.LU'II.I ;involving· a fhEi'ft:: of· ,gwis froru a National'. ( 

,five years b_ut h~t('.app.ea.l .is ·expected to dr 

:. . . ' ;;i :>';,_:·::>~~~~1:~::\·~·:.;/~::·.. . ; .... ~.;. ·t·::; ,·;_~<\; .' . 
·.':: ~4~· · ~·.. SJ:»O:Ut the Brazilian Senator, Merola said t• 

·: · ,. . "yet·: ·· · . . ·. . . ..... bUt. that_ Sam Ki1y, one of his associates in 
· .· ~ -~;buiatness, told .him that the Senator was 1ntr 
· · · :. ~ ~~ a Ptoject. Whereby lArge· quantities of whiskey woulc:J 

Biazi!.· Be said that the Senator.had visited Cuba following 
. ad ·had been the. special· giuiist of ."Che" Guevara. No other de 
BJ9a11able .at- the tf.l:ie:of ·the .interview ·ot Merola.· 

· S .. · ·it 1s my ~ that the principal reason for Mer1 
¥as to ~talD if. we would fAtervene with the Federal Cou. 
2S""''d.1e ~1 iutrtetion eun:ently imposed on him so that 
BrUU to· work out details of the whiskey smuggl:lng. I :f.nf 
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'· . · · 6.. lt~la tta~n at~te<l tl\~t he had been actively engaged in gunrunnins in 
· ~lf -~ :Hd~l C&ltN d\.U:'tng the revolt against Batista. He etated that 
. ~l~tn& ~~t~•a ViQto~y he had go~e to Havana, and had been received w~rmly 
~~del ~~t~ and C&mtlo Cienfuegos. He furnished some details concerning 
~~ ~cata<::ta, as ~u as his contact with Colonel 11Johnnie 11 Abbes, head of 

· .th~ ~ui<::~ ~~<::~et ~lice also a contact of his, which are beins forwarded 
ta~~t~ ... 

. ) .. · ~~ola also indicated that he is very well acquainted with Antonio 
~-v~, ~&4 of the FRD. and felt that he would be able to provide definite 
~test~ t.<ill the hente should he be called upon. He has a 63-foot boat 
~ila.ble ~htcb:Jt~_would not be adverse to 11lending11 to his friends. 

· S.~ ne· also"menttoned that he realizes that we are not in a position 
to be ttpersuasive" wtth Castro agents in Miami, or with firms making clandes Hne 
shipments to Cuba vta. the British West Indies. Mexico or Canada. Merola 
~ressed the opinion that he might be able to be of considerable assistance 

· in ttdiscussions111 with individuals or corporations re their desisting from 
lending aid to Castro. 

9. Ve expressed appreciation for his offer of assistance but stated 
that it was very· unlikely that we would request any help; however, we would 
be glad to hear details of any Latin American intrigue which comes to his 
*!lt:t:enlti.c:l'l::t. and which could be of any significance. 

10 •. Mo furthe-.:- contact is contemplated, but for the record the followin· 

':;·~\···;:r:~,;5~;~~~t~~~~:tt~e~: , , .. 

. :··:.:'JfJ,'}~~-~;~;:;::':<:·;'ff· ... : '·Full Name: .Joseph Raymond 1-lerola 
· ., · · .:~·:;:•' )c:i:~\· .· ·' · ~'DOB: 9 ·October 1925 

· ·,/ro:s: Turtle Creek, Pennsylvania 
• -~: r -:· :: ••. : ,\ 

.~;&ei~~& in. the us Marine Corps from 1941 to 1945~ Serial 32962( 
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