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FIEL.O C:OMM~NTS 

A) Re Watts/Bern telecon, 10 September 
1974. 
B) The meeting took place the morning 
of 7 September 1974 1n M1am1. Joe Merola 
telephoned !~tt t4acVane at his home on 
7 September 1974 to pass on this informa
tion. The telecon was unsolicited by 
MacVane, who no lon~er contacts 11erola 
per DCD Headquarters fnstruct1ons. Com 
Robinson flew 1n from Nassau to meet with 
Joe Merola and f~ike Yaman1s (Yaman1s 1s 
apparently from Ft. lauderdale and 11ke 
Merola he has close ties to anns dealers 
and mercenaries). Robinson plans to meet 
again with Merola and Yamanis after com~ 
plete financial details have been worked 
out in llassau. 
F ned : 1b1!JOOZ 
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Planning of Coup Against the 
·Government of the Bahamas 
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DOMESTIC COllECTION DIVISION 
OPERATIONAl INFORMATION REPORT 

Case 61401 
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. ' . .-~. . ' . . . . .' . : ' __ :. ·,· ·- . ..\ -:... -: .. : :.' 
. This report ,is . believed to contain Information of operational interest and may not be disclosed to ;lersonnel outside<·· 

,the Direetora~e :or Operations· without.: the . prior. per mission of the Domestic Collection Oivaslon. · · · 
·. ·;~-1_:-, ·_- ·, . ' ._. :-. . . -~: 

·. ·: :;;:·-.y·-~;;.:-:;-:.': 

SOURCE · lis~ c1t1z~n. corwicted arms dealer who maintains close ties 
to known underworld figures. 

L · C()m (Robinson). a black Bahamian who resides in Nassau, Bahamas, 
·:recently has made foreign enquiries into the possibility of hiring 
armed mercenaries to be used in an attempt to overthrow the 
Government of Prime Minister lyndon 0. (Pindling). Our · 
a.meeting with non-Bahamians, who have close ties with fo ign. 
arms d~alers, that took place outside of.the Bahamas Robinson. 
stated that he represents elements of the Bay Street merchants 

· of;.Nassau. and that funds are available for action against the 
.~ahariiian Government. According to Robinson, his group is looking 

. for foreign assistance in the plann equipping, and execution of 
a · inst the Government. He sa that there·are many Bahamians 
w . n sympathy with his planned course of action, and that 
after full details are worked out and the r~quired funds are set 
aside, he will convene another meeting with the foreigners in order 
to finalize the appropriate arrangements. 
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PL!Pf~!!~G OF COUP A.GAPJST T~£ GOVfRN!1l!NT OF THE 
SAHA"ltl S 

!!•''• \:tTE:':·i, co:;vrcn:r; .~i'!M:.i Df.AU!:i \IHC :V'IJ:ll:>oi:·l~ CLOSE TH$ 
TO l;Ti'.1 :-1 T·O£RWORLD 'F"IGL!RF:S. 

t. :~o·' ('rfO~HiS('HO, A 1'\l.I'.G"( i-'1'1!-III,!III:~ WHO R-:.~ID!-':7; l''J Nfj!}'5~'1t 
-,1\"t\ '11,3, Rf.C:~\'Tl..Y llll:c; ~'II.N' f'CtRtlr.~; •:'i"''!r'-q~,:; l\'TO TH:·: POSSHlll..ITY 
:F "lF! •r: M~"''.:t- ~ERC'7.ti111HE::; TO. ?"' :1;;f.') H H r.TT:::.'PT TG OV~:Rt~-r;·nv 
T:"' ·)"'V'C''i!I'I.E'lT '1~ IY.(I"1E ~HIHSH.R LY'':'!Ji! o. C?Hi.JLiiJG>. D1•FH'H'i 
1\ .,~qpr, •,tiT!-! ~.;t'~l-SIIH"'1h~J;.\, \1!!0 "~.v~· Ct~SE Tt-.::·, WITH fOfcf:!(ri 
fl?·-~r: ~.'':aU:~:;;, THAT TO')'(. P'I..II.C'F r;qTsn:: 0'f TilE Gl\'~ll'l~,.:; ?OBIN.>Ol·: 
~T~T~,:1 T~I\T :~[. P.E?F!~:.;r,~.-r:; F.LZ"1f~~T!': ·"'!: THF lle Y ·~T'R'S::-r ·~::RC 1•AnT~ 

":' 7 ~:~.S3td), ~.NO THf,T !'I.!~OS II.Rt t<.VA.ILf'YL~ fOR 1\CTIO'! I',GI\I:,-:T 
'T'·'~ r.r,~{'I~Ifl'l ::?!'Vr:R~!Iffi;T. I\'::C0f?JT'-1G_TO PQoqp1:~0N 1 HI':": GP.('IqP 
F ll)r:!!<P!G FOR FOREIG1~ ASSlSl~~o-H':F Pl Hr~: PJ..,.;;··T·~G, f-:~lllP?l\lG, 
'1''":.• F.XfCUT[I)N Of !'I COt!? t!Gf•I'~ST T!H: GOVE!'Hi~F'·IT. Hf 3AID.THe.!. 
T!.;t·q:-: A~£ •i4~Y Btl 1-iA"i!Hd~:> ~.J~C Mrr I'l 7Y'~i3 '1THY ~ ITH HIS PLI\NNE~
r:• 'lP. '; E n f A :1 lCHI, . A ~!J T y, T H"f::1 F'I!LL T: r.'f ,qJ..;, "Rl: ''ORY.~D OpT 
!. ::) H!' 1r~UI.REP ~-w-'0:~ liRE S!=:.T /'1'3IDf 9 ~;: \JilL co~wr.m: At<OTHER 
····:n~;:' 'o'!Tll T~r: f'<JIH-:I'.Ji·li-:Rn H: CiRD;:R TO rl~fttlll: THF' 

-~ :··r~nfXIPH IIRRIPJ(:;~~nrr~. ~:.·m ct nr.Porn 

.., • P'I EI..D. (;OMt•l.E t.ITS' Ci\ > R f !til\ TT~/!.H::~ l'F.LFCO i•l, P SEPT:£ i1 'lt"~ 
1'174. F;l TW: Y.~ET 11'!8 TC~~. PU.C£ TilE ~OfPli~!Ci . 
. . :· 7 ··r•rtr.:·~!~f.'' ft"•74 f'l "!A:q • ,!In ~lEROLe. TF:Lf?;~o:~>,O ~i11TT 
.,.,_.:'Jfl ·!F~ ~r lit'; 1 ·•'·~~ '": 7 -1/'PTi''·f:\:': 1' l'!l7•l Tl") ?~.;·; o:: TH! -:i 
; ,,r.:';'··t·nr:·.~. Tl-'. EJ.;::~o~' ~u.·; T·;·>jl.Icn~:l :w ·~,·~V,\':'·, '·"'0 
~~~' tflrJP. crlhhCT:; "'·r:WL.tt P'f'~ ;::.c::· Pf:t,[J('''"·;·:HH': lt>,'~T~·.r~TION ;. 
•;'!"' Q:qrq~M!)fi rt..h' Pl fR!li·l :u, :Jf.l' Hi ~~r,:n ·11TH .P~ ~:;:ROL~ 
tJ·tJ 14BJ 'l'l\~t'l111 tYII'>,~,q~; l:·~ hPPMEiiTLY Fll0.'4 rt. L11:1iH:RP6l .. I 
I'! I'• tt~~:' 1,.q:1~LA H\£ I!~) t;l.,.(l!if TH:.>; B llq"'.:; !FIILB:.; ~~~>0 
'· ''"'"n';). P(•1'l~:'~f't) M..i\·~;.; 10 t~En Ati~P~ VlTH '•ll:~t'l.l\ 

· ' tf1 ··n :;m..,op:r r· n :~t w~J,u. l'ifT 11 Il. :; H1.V ~: llq~ ~.; 
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: : ....... ~--~-- ·' .. 

i'·' 

I . 
' 

. 

. ~ 

. : . 

," . 
. ' 

.·;,. 



. ;·· 

. , .. 
' .• · .. 

t. CO~ (ROI?.I•>:SO~i>, 11 ~IL'I•:;v: l'i.,,l.l,P1TII:J liTHO RL'.iiD~:::; I"' t·Jt~!::5il'l; 
B" 11A~AS, RE .. CEt'(rLY llt-~; ~11\Dt f0RtHi~ F::·l~'1l~U.5 l:llTO THE ?O;-;suHLIT.Y 
Or HI~:I·~fW'~Ial!!:l)· ~Eki:?:UI\q IES TO .a F. !!f;ED IN ~rJ ·1\TlEJii'J: J .. ¢ .. ,,QVERT~R9W 

·· 'rHt< ('HlVERNMEI.Jt 'OF P'R I~E· 1>111H ~;nR L YtiDON 0. CPI NOLlNG) ~/';J>t•R IN.·J. · . 
1\ ltff..ETl!fG VlTH NCI.~I-~AIII'I.''H 11 :u, \lliO ~~.V! Cl.t13E. TtF.'5 WITH :.FO_R~IGf4 

. !~t T TClOY. Pl..ACE ::1\!TSiiJE: Of THF. iJAHM·t.fiS ROB!N!lON.< .. 
T · ·. PR!S£!1T$ Et£rc1.ENT!i OF THF. BaY !lTRF.ET ~ETICH~!ITS 

FUNDS 1\P.E: 1\VI.\ILMJLt roR ~C!lO~{ AGAINST 1 .··;; 

. NT. r,CCOnDING_.To·:<,_P.OBlNS;Ot4, HIS .GROll!' . 
N<>:.·:1"'"'"'1"""'"';·,.,: lASS 1ST 11 :.:r.:E ,.tH TJ!E:. _P,;l.;.~,!YN P:lG , ~ ~ ~JNG , .' 

AINST THE GOVE~NMENT~ r~r·::; 'TR'f..! ·:·. 
He 11Rt ni sY"~Pr.THt wHH J<.ts PL11 NNE~· .. 
· .liFT;;::~ FULL 0 ;-.'f~ ItS ~R! WORr.;o< OuT ·. . .. 
<sEt ~stor., He: · · Vt*'f~. ME'~ ~\ , 

IN ORD£R TO. rn~ . T H.£'('· ,.,._,_. 

.• i~~:;:;~~~~;;;~it~i~~i';l.'~,~~i~i~i 
~lAIH • · ,JOE: ' · MEROt;J\/TELEPJ:fON£0 ·l'i~TT ::,·'· ' 

tt,·?:{:s.r.pn:l"!srtt., 1974:/ro: ... f.~:;;;s. o~ TH.P ··•.··.• · 
!CtCON WAS JJ~lS'Ol.IClT£0 BY '!'IACVAf~t, vHO · .. 

CTS "EROLA PtR OC.r> HEADQl!ARTtR!> tNSTRIJCTION3;. 
EV IN fROH Nft5'5Atl TO lii!F.ET iilTH Jtlf. MEROL" 
S CYA!.1ANtS IS 1\PPt.RF.:IHt Y F'LlOM rT • LIHrOF.RDaLE 

.. HE HI\S CLOSt TIES .TO 4>J .. S D?:AltRS· A!\'0 
• P.O~UISON PLANS TO MEET t~Gt.Hi VITH "'f;ROl.A 

'A S·'AFT!R COMPLETE FIN~!lCII\L f'J£T11U.S Hl!,Vr. B!'EN 
·voRKro 'OUT· IN .111A3SAU. 
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