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MEMORA .. NDIJM FOR: Deputy Director for O·pcrations 

SUBJECT ·: ·Media Inqui'ry to Cuban E:d.le Journalist in 
.i\Iiami re CUban !nvol vemant in· Wat~rgata 
Case and Attitudes in l-tiami Area '·. .. · 

. 2. · On 7. :May 1973 .we were advised. by S·t~tion ~iH/J.ti~i that . 
· twQ employees of a Station WH/?·Ii:1:ai proprietary had !i~old tho 
Station that one. Rene VIERA Gonzalez~ a ·Cuban exile.:~journalist 

· who writes for Disrio L~s Americas and owns the Wesic&ester 
. · :-fall Books tore in Mi.ami received a call in .early May:· from. Qne 

FNU GOTTLIEB who said. he worked for the Tit:tes in Washington.. · 
(GOTILIBB ~s believed to be ·Sanford Gorrtll1B. 11102 )3randj11'ine 
St.,; Kensington, Md .. who was formerly an·emplc;>yee ·Of! the 
·National Committee on Sane Nuclear Policy'' .• · ·-A pretext· ·call to 
the l"iasbingt.on bureau of the Ne-s1 York Times verified:;·that one 

·.''Sandy" Gottlieb was employed there.) GOf'l''LIEB asked VIERA 
· 1-rhat people in Miami 11er-e saying about t'he l'fat-«,lrgate= case· and 
·wh~t .participation the Cubans llad in it. H~ specifically 
ssl:ed about the activ.l.1;ies o_£ Reinaldo PICO (fo.rmer 2506 
Brigade nember), Orl~nilo PIEDRA (£onner Chief o£ Cuban Bureau 

. ·of Investigation. in Batista Government) , and Rolando .MASFERRER . 
(former .Cu~an ~=;mator and self-admitted former 'CO~-:tunist) • 
He also asked if ITT had an office ·in Miami, whether Joaquin· 
SANJENIS Perdome (former Chief of ~· i'iH/Miami proprieta!Y who 
was amicably ~armiP-ated in 1972) and .Juan. A. PAULA (f~rmer 
WH/Mi~-ni. proprieta-ry employee and fo~mer Controller o£ · .. 
Revoluti.onary·Democr~tic Front.-FRD-:J.nd currently employed by 
n;n OGC proprietary).wcre still in the Niami area .. He.we:s n.l.so 
in te:rested in Edg:u·do BtiTTARI, :1 Cuban born in West T~pa,. 
·F!o?ida~ a former Cuban Congressman and Minister of Commerce 
l.;ho ·.is reportedly associated l'li th Nr. Ch~rl:Js uBcb~" . RE:lOZO .. 
According to GOTTLIEB,. BU'l'TARI -:.,;as appoint•)d ·as "political · 
chie£ in the Republican Party" •. · 
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3. GOTTLIEB ap_parently ha3 current. information on the · 
. activities o£ the persons·- he :mentioned; for exa."'!lple, he · · 
knew th:1t Juan A .. PAlJ'L.A ;ias involved in the jeYr'felTy business . 
(PAULA and Antonio Felix GENOV.~ Corzo> a ~'H/Uiam.i p;;oprietary ·· ~ _·. 
employee recently pul'chasad a :Jewelry bus1.ness) and he k:\eW . · ··. 
that.Reinaldo PICO had resided in Venezu3la ~~d had.racently 
ratuTned to the United States. 7he phone conversation lasted 
about 45 :minutes and GOTILIEB told VIE..i) .... t\. that if he .came to .... 

' ... -. 
..· ·.: .. 

Miami they 1-1ould hava _luncl1 together. , . 
. :--:7: . 

4. VIERA.· does not know GOTTLIEB talke 
· GOTT.LI.E.3 ~aid he· itas recommended b ·· est'o BBTA..\&COUR 

.. . ·- has :resid in the Washington area £or more than ten · s .. · 
. · :{)7 CBETA..'I as a former asset and. is currentlY Chief ·o·.f 
· The conversation'was 

:: : ~· . ~ 
.... 

'----:-1m;tl:al]j~n"EiilglTsillD\itt(c~omt:ELUEii'a1n Spanish.. · VIERA said ha . · · .· :. : ~- . 
provided no information to GOTTLIEn on the basis.tr~t ·he is a 
Cuban exile and did not want to get involved in internal u.s. . 

·affairs-. We .do not k-now why GOTTLIEB was· intel"ested. in: Joaquin .. ::. 
SAN.JENIS or. Juan .A. PAULA. ··(Attached are SUmi:Iary biographies 

. of persons of interes_t to GOTTLIEB.) · . . . . . ' .. _ 
0 

(·· .. 

...---'~-~----"'"---_;;;_--r rej~ :; . n f · f'... rf.J1 n ...,.i •-\ T . 
5 ... On 1 May 197 

-briefed on the subs ce of the re 
works for th 
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from WH/.HiaY.li 

~m;-raln~nce:-s~~ cover. . P.:mong :t'!ile y 
tl1e propriatary ara tl1e im:mthly checks sent to the d~penden-cs 
of im risoned assets which are ·signed in true name by _PAULA .. 

o L........,.,..----;:-....,..-luas unaware that ·PAUL)~ had pu-r:chased a nel~ j ewel:r" - . 
us s in a ociation -with .Antonio GENOVA; ho1'1ever, feels · · 

that (t-1H.MUT s protected and compa:rtm-ant:ed fr_om the W!i/Hiami . ·. · ·' .. · 
propriGt:ary a he ha.s_ the utsuost fidance in the proprietary_: · 
b:~ing able ·to field any qu~stions UAt) co.mm:unication with · . 

is b stGd h and .a post office box .... 
=====c7 and ould po·ssibl-y be l i:;1:ked. · · 

1 would ~nd there.. . Ho . . ; . 
Crstnatr:-eTinerl)prr'Oo'i)prietary could only be lin"ked to the Ai\lm:y ·· 

y iwiuendo. (He did say that Howard aware o£ . 
l!~~i·~~~~LJ~~~~d_as-C/CA CUTO 35 
:lr a 

co nee ... 
and re 

. -~\·: .. =::~ 
.~ .• :.: ! .! :-

('lf'l1~~~-~ 
\}L_l.;.;·H: l 

.. 

... 
: ··, 

.. ; 

. .... 



cc :· Director o£ Se.curi ty 

.. 
. ·j:.. ... 

E 
.,.,,..,.,.,,...,......,.. ·h·' ' ... 

Ja:oes . • .1!-""" ......... A "' •• • •• . • •• -~d . · 
. James E~ Fla~e:ry ."· r .. -

.A~ting Chie.f . · · · -~-~ . · ·. 
.l'lestern Hemisphere Divi~,ion 

D :' 

. ' .. · ' l· . 
. .. 

~·' ~ . ~ 

· Attachnents: 1\-l~ ~iographic SuliDna.:ries 
.... 

'·a • .. 
. ~; 

. ·· .. 
. . . 

. ·~ . :""' 
• • ~~:'PI'! '. 

...... : .. · . : .. .; 

' ... ~ 

. •' ··.· 

':. ·. \ . ... 

'' 

. .. 



r 
! . 
J . ~ • 

J I .~ 
! 

•. ' T.ACIDiENT A 

Rena VIERA Gonzalez 

Reporter for· Diar lo Las .!Uilericas; · i.·laS speaker for 
Journalism in E~ile at:• nteet:ing n~ld Flagler Theater; 
Miami June 1957. 

Had als·o been iH:1ad of Pt-:.br".ic Relations 
National :San'k.. Date not given •. 
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· .Reinaldo PICO :Ramon - fo:r:merly AMICB-31 (201-284658) 

PO.A. granted 14 October· 1960 as PM as sat .. · M~:r.ber; 
2506 Brigad~; captured Day of Pigs. ;;.iel!lber of Prispners 
Commission sent by Cas~ro to Nia~i to negotiate release 

· of vrisoneis in exchange for rn.echanica,l equipmen·t and other 
·.supplies noaded by Cuba. Defected and refused tg accompany 

other ae:m.bers of Prisoners Co;nmission on their. return to.· · .. 
Cuba in July 1961. POA gr<L"lted 15 Juna· 1964 for use as . 
CA/Pr~p asset;. . SGSWIRLED 3· ... pctober: i964. -:· OA 4 February . 
. 1966. Amicably terminated 30 June 1968. As of July 1969 · 
in Caracas, Venezuela. I.n Dec~mber- 1969 he 1.;as -des(!.ribed ·· 
by a ·source as "one does no·t know where the bluff begins and 
ends, '\vhat is true ap.d what is lie". · . : . 
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Orlando PIEDRA 

. .... 
... ··~~ 

y,_.ATTACHMENT C 

Grla..&·ldo Bleno. PIED!l.A-NEGL'TIRL.:\ (201-247879). 

aka 
·aka 
aka 

Orlanuo Elena IiEGUERL\-PIEDRA 
Orlando PIEDRA 
0 .. ROCA 

.Born_ 18 December 1917, Huvana., Cuba
Be~ieved to be Cuban· citizen.currently 

. : .. 

Wss "Chief of Cub3n Bure.au -_o!f Investigation in-·B~tista GQvarn
ruent.- Told FBI June 1959 he w~s forced to. leave Cuba upon fall 
of Batista.. Rdpo:rtedly head of anti-Castro _grm.&p in 1·iiar:ti in 

-_ .Jun-:1 1S59., In Sept 59 :reported to be friendly -;.;it:h Rolando . 
~L\SFERRER Rojas, ·ex-Cuban senator and. publisher. PIED&\· 
repo~tadly furnished 11it:ll. mo~ey by Batis~a .. - -- _ _ .. 

_ _ During Batista. regime uas.· includ.ect with. ot1\ers ~s 
responsible officials considered directly .inv~lvefi in._to:-tur!'.': . 
. and :killing o£ Ct:.~:ln .citizens. R.;;:Sided in Fort "L~uder~:lal~~ :: 
Fla ... in February 1960 .. ·. Dul"lng Bati.st=t- Tegi1rt.e PIEDRA t..r!ls in 
:c~arge of all m.attcx:s·pertaining to. g3mbling, ·rackets ·3-hd 
contraband. In 195:? iu Cuba. PIED:?....:\ ·w;is also invol ... ,;ed in ·. · 

.--

. · bu.sincs!.l of Chi.::!eso contraband.. 
. . . -: -

No indi.cation hoa ·ever used by .Agency. 
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Rolando Artadio M .. L\.SFERRER Rojas (201-4_266~) 

Fo:rr.1~r Cuban· senator and self-ad.-ai tted former Communist·.· 
Quite active during early.60's in·v:1rious anti-Cast:ro 
s.ct.ivities in U .. S.. Rec~ntly sericd four and ·one-hal£ year 
nris·on sentence rec~iv~d u.s .. District Court £or· violation of 
U .. S. neu·trality 1:::.1:1s.. · .• 

No ind.ic::1tion Headquarters has been in touch 1,ji ti;l subject 
at any time.. . · · .. -i~ ..... 

Born 1918 in Cu~a; typi£ias worst clem~nts in for,mer·regim~ 
of :Batista. Name connotes ruthles~ness~ as!iassi'aation~ torture· 
and extortion. 

. ' :.~ . . 
. ... .. . 

Still considers l:dmsel£ to be ~ !.farxia:ri Soci::llist.i· has been 
virulent critic of u.s. in past.. · ·. · ... · ·. -!;-~ .. . ... . :._ · .· 
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U.ACm..lJrNT E 

.Edgar J\nthony' BUTTA ... ~I Puig (D. V .l•!.) 

aka.- Edgar_A. BUTTARI (Doctor) .. ' 

aka- Edgardo'BUTIARI y Puig (201-Z76771) 
P.hoto. available · 

.. 
. . 

.• 

.. 
iqhila infonuat.ion in -hJ.s file does not indic.ate any. p·ast Ol"' 

present CIA co:rtact, there ·is unsourced informat.ion .in the 
· i'IH/COG card file ·which shows that m.JTTAi:li -.,;-as in touch wi·tn ·. 
Fr~""lk Bender (Gerard Droller) in· :~aa:ti in the Spring of 1S60·_, 
·al>pare-:ttly in :Lelation to BUTTARI 's iuvolvement with. tho 
Revolutionary Derolocratic ;FroJ>.t (FRD) • Currently Bb'"TTA..~I ·is . 

. involved in many business. ventu-res in S.outh -Flor:tda ·and is · · :. :, . 
=:eport:d!y associated with Charles nBc he" Rehoz•:> _soci~lly and·. 
1.n busJ.ncss. '·. 

Edgardo BUTTAIU "Nas bo-rn 14 J\ugust 1909 (ulso giY.en. 1914) 
• ~.r - t T . T!"t • d ' .... h .;:: c· ,_ :'1 F .. • i .&.1-. et: ue_, .ampa, .:.~..~.orl. a, ~.;1 o son o.:.. a i.h .. an. ~ .. uw· ..::ougn.--c n c.. .... a 

Cubnn· Independence War.· Appointed Cuban: Inspector G~nernl 
Instructor of tha Ministry of St~te in 1933. He late~_becam~ 

"! 

Under s~crets:ry of Labor. In· 1933 he :returned to Cu~a. and .. : . . . 
.servad as· Secretary o-f Co:m::nerce until 1940. ne ·lat'er ~-ras ap-point.ed 
:Unistcr of t.h.e Cuban Foreign Service.. A;r~ointcd Ninistor o:f ·.: 
Com.-nerce by :Batista in 1942, l1e held that pos;t until. 1944 .. · ··: .... 
when h~ :resi~~n.ed to run_ for the liouse ·ox Reprcs~nt:atives,~~ - :. · . 

· Habana.. He :remained in the ·House of Repr~sentat.ivcs_ ·until. ~952 ... 

·· · BUTTARI j\:rrived in the. u .. s~· i:a }.;arch i960 to res~de in 
Miami, Flo:rida.. lh:: · b.ec~nu.~· :lnvo1 '>ted wi t:h the Re:volut:ionazy 
!J{!!'!!Oc:i.-a.tiC Fron··c ~ · · · · · · · · 

During his first term as ~..,.fi:aistcr o.f Co-m..'llerce in 1S33 he wa·s · 
resnonsible for the arTeSt of_ s·~V~!.-al A .. "il.erican r~'!':lresentat:ives 
of ia:rge lard exporters in._t:he u.s. (S-:~i:E't, Armour~ etc .. ). . . 
.for increasing prices.. At th~. sar:H~. time he emiesvore4 ·to put 
fr.:H:-'t'l/ard legislation of nationalistic tend~ncies, w.:rrning to 
"Yankee I;n-,erialis::-:ln, and seem~d some;'fhat \In:friendly t:o ·the 
U.S. He late~ chun~ed and in 1933 became more a~~ious to 
coope-rate 1-1ith th-e ·u.s., appare::ttly ha"'/ing gotten over. his 
openly ant:i-A11erican feelings. However, he did not appear to.. · · .. 
be de·pe:ndahle according to Emba::;sy reports. He :has been 
dz:scrihcd as astute,.cl~yer~ i:.1i:alligent. but slippery. He 

:: · .. 

. · ... 




