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Visit of ... Cuban ~1~. Victor Espinosa. · . ':. 
. ~· ·. '·· ' 

.·'·.: .. ;:· .. ::· ··. 

.• • ~-.: · .• :.:.. • :.; • -~· ':• ;;. e • ' ..... • •• ;, ·r. :-= : ... !~- ·. ··: ··: .. ~--:~i :>-- :~-:" ·--~-

.. . In accordance.:with .our-conversation yesterday:.,! have ... aet 
for~~_. below. ~7report .. :-on · the·,v.isit,.o.f ,Vic::toJ;:Eapi·nosa.;;. ·>.'\m:~~-:; .. ) :.~ 

•:, ·-,"" :-. ,. ~'": . .P . :. ... ( •.;=:·.~:;... ... .. -.:·-~... ~:.; .. :_ . "·-. ·.: .,. -:.~ >·' ~ .. J: ~:p· ;, ·.·: t :1.: .-·~ . L ... 
. · ... :; A yenesuel..tan ·christian. Democratic friend .. of ·min.e:~ .Valmore 
AcevedC)~~ called m.e.:-.:~:;.~ New York. City .:yesterday1J.uorning..;~tQ.-ask. 
as,~· personal, favol:!·~.t::hat !':I receive .a <.;ub~u:~··::exile .,_lil'ing. there . 

. W~··.b.a4 somethi~g. :''a~z;l.Dg'~: · to~: te~l rme,. n.<When1 ·l :.~xpres~E¥1 :-mild 
skepticism •. Acevedo rurgently repeated his '·:reques'4:; :and ·.:1- agreed. 
Witb:l:.n~a. surprisingly..JI'shox:tht:lme the:..Cuban,;;._;,Vietor Espino~,.'='·· 
an;ived-;at my·· offic~ {he::said .ht;f.l,lad, .. taken~.:the plane~~~di~;_·,: 
atelyl~. :: .Espinosa. gave:::bi.S!·~ddr.ess,.and:·. telephone :numbe~ as · 
follows: 415 East 52nd -Street!' HA 1-7875 •. A summary of his 
statementa,,follows!::···:;: .{1:~~-r:..t · ... ·.. ..: ; ·:· ... .·~;·~-~J.:i't;-:·:--:-: ... ~-... ~::: o:;:::.,-\ 
: .. :·.:~;_ ~~.,·,;. ~,..:~3~~-~~--;;.-'*;i_.. ::.:~.-:~~4'~:1-:." 1~:~··'!· t.1;:.~*:.:· ~---.~~-:.:.~·-=-'/r! :-.;' £. :~ .. :: .. --~~-~:~!;:~~;~.~)l1 ·'.~:·~1- ·~~~·,~~1~3:?.:e•:-;_·:-!) i .. ~_.;· 
, ·.·:·~ ·.· .:Espinosa~;,ba~·i-b~entiJ;lvolved ·:in Cuban~:::libe~t:l:.on .activi,ti.es 
~ox:: many·:-years.,"{:He oppose4-··Batista -.and._Qpposes:~Cas.tro<!4t::)~~- is 
not a-member of,. the !-1arch"~l3 Movement:~. but-~.ha.s lcmg .. ,been ,ve.r..y 
close-:to many of_ .. its-~leade~s ... including ;Cubela,J(.: ... · .. :~s.pi~~ ,was 
trained, by CIA,""·in> bo~ .. :Lo1Jisia_oa ,and Guatemala:;: . .and wa~ .,onE!, ... 
of those :who was.,sent~:into-.Cuba -prior t;o ~.the ·Bay of :.Pigs..;.,. He 
plans. to .become ·an-American-citizen. in Auguert -of .. this -year ...... 
He admires .. the Unit:;ed. States .. and . Ameri~n strength a~d :_compe
tence ·.in many· fields.. ·.He :~sked .a . .-New .York. a.cquai·ntenanc.a, ~£:1 
his for the. _name ·of ·SomeQn~ in. the Department: invo~,ted. in 
Latin .American affairs •.. · He-.was told.Acevedo knew such ·an 
official.. .Espinosa ·asked Acevedo (t~:i.thout~ he claims, re-
vealing. his a tory), :_and. the. l.at·ter: call~. _me .... · ~ ,'·,. . . ... : ;_ . :· . 

:: .. ~ ' ... h_;;" ~ ·.-.:.. ':• ~: . • ... ·-,: >···:-·:. ~ -_~:~·~ .. ·: .. ;·'';.·' ~- .i --~ 

A little· ~rlier this .-yaar. _Espinosa :received. a request 
from one. of his.· reliable _Cub,an con~.ctf:j in.-.EU:~op~, .asking. t~t 
he come there quickly •.. : ,Espinosa l>Jent .. to Hiami, obtained .. fala~ 
Cuban papers 11 and went .. to--Paris. ·_There, ._,3ppare~tly.:;in :~the ,; . : 
presence of the Cuban .Ambassador ·to France,. :he met one ._of'· the 
11 top security" men .of .. the Castro regime, who .J:-.ad come to--Pa~is 
for that. purpoae. During ·varioug :meetL.1gs, both.. in~f:rance ;and 
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in Spain (which··-Espinosa entered illegally), Espinosa was in
formed.-that. there is a- plan to :overthrow the Castro regime 
and to kill·Castro.-and·sOlD.e-of-his main-leaders. ·'The plot ·is 
led by;Cubeia/·ana :some of the-March 13-·Movenient, _plus .<r be~_ 
lieve) ~ome:·military officers~--- They must move ~ery qu~ckly 
because: more and .cmor.e ·people -a~,e .lea-r;ning of ·the plot 'f:!nd · 
there-.,:f.s growing::rlsk· of .-exposure.: -They are anxious to have 
SOme COOrdination, :or -at-least ··con~ultation, With ·reS'{>Onsible_ 
Americans-. "':;·:They i·are ;.not ~confident· that· they ·could wiri an :all
outfight against··.·the.-castro -forces,·and ere'thinkirig more "in .. 
terms of taking control for a short time- (perhaps only a few 
hours). ·killing ·castro and his most ·,effective men· ·(thus .. _ 
ruining -~the ~Castro movement :forever)-, -end then trying to 'hold 
out-~for -as· :long:-as ·.feasible. (-.It ~is essentiel· th.St· .. t:hey kriow · 
what,~- if anything_,-:-.the ·Americans might·"do to help~: :Uow and/or
later • -when:-·the:·:coup. is. attempted.,_·, Also, they wished to slert: 
tile dl~_t:e~_~States .. ,covermuent:~:to what··was- being· planned._';··· · .. . . . . .· 

I ::::-~::'::·:,;::}i~~~v~~:~~i:'b s e<XnJ?letely 
~..-.y,.....,..rl~:r.........,.-..-r:r'2'!:~-.-:-,_, .. r Cuba nt · t some··· time ago· by 

the- Castro·: peoplefl s fooled by her and,· being 
. very fond of women,_ se- er up n an apartment i He 
slso arranged for her·.to·:work with· the Internat1 escue. _ . 
Committee. ,..When·· the--proper moment' came~~::.four months: ego, _she 
flew· back to Havana·.with>son.e--very··useful files~ ·rn-these · 
ci he~Cuban--·plotters have no confidence whatever 
in They urgent,ly asked Espinosa to be-their go ... 
be liable Americs.n officials. The "top security" 
man--returned to Havana, while one representative of the 
plotters· waited in Spain for an answer •. 

--~~:,<Espinosa ·hurriedly 'returned ~to, New -York Ci cy. · · He called .. 
O'Brien of -the New York :FBI to :ask 'that the latter arrange for· 
hie to ~talk-with some serious and reliable man from CIA. -
0 '·Brien did so .. · Espinosa then , told the foregoing story,·· and _ 
u:nore, -to -a -CIA man named "Hal". · Hal impressed Espinosa as 
being intelligent ,and reliable.'- Espinose understands that Hal · 
or someone else went. to .Spain ·to check on his story. · At all 
events, Espinosa we~ assured CIA understood the urgency of the 
matter and -·that he .would be called within a few days. ·A week 
N2s passed. However, no call has come and time 'is rapidly 
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running out. Espinosa's friends in Paris keep.calling him, 
ce.utiously asking whether there has been some "response", · 
but Espinosa has had to ke~p putting them off. Meanwhile, 
the Cuba:p who wa.·s waiting .in· Spain .;~r ·the·_answer has had to 

. -return~; .. Esi?i.n?sa· ~feeps w~it;:~9 t:~ 'f:iesr 'wheth_er the Americans 
will. play ball with the· C'ubels); ~group:. .-._The plot has last~d · 
for over 18 months, .and· the ·p;Lotters pl.Bn to go ahead very· 
soori :rio . metter' ·wheth.er the Americans "play ! ba 11" or not. . One 
reason ~s that· ·they almost have to go ahead now, for the plot 
will soon be discovered an:d thenit will be entirely hopeless. 

: . 

· i=&J..>inosa also. referred to a jeweler by the name of 
Teppe}Xino (.spelling1) 11 located at 47th Street, in New York 
City. · Tepp~)d:ino works for CIA and b&s frequent contact with 
the Cuban Ambassador,. in Paris •. The Ambassador regularly dis- . 
poses of jewelry and othe"!i'_ !~luables made available from Cuba. 
He does thi.s through Teppe}'l'i.no.. However • the latter fools 
CIA. _.l.For example" the Ambassador agrees to sell for $80,000. 
Tepp~-fi.no informs CIA the price is $110 11 000., and quietly 
.pockets the difference. On the other bandit Teppe~ilno and 
CIA think the Cuba~ Ambassador does not know he is working for 
CIA, ~:t: the Ambassador does know. 

--~--_ .. _ ·-::----··:-------~-·- .. -··- -··-k ~····---·-·· 

Espinosa is dete~ined to bring the very dangerous 
situation.o£ the Cuban plot to the attention of some top level 
official .in the Uni-ted States Government unless he receives 
at least some reply from CIA. ' 

·comment:· '•. 

Espinosa was not overly tense and did not indulge in his
trionics. but I felt he was· quite. determined to push this 
~tter further if he did not get some response within the very 
near future. I cannot, and do not have to, judge his reli
ability on the basis of this one conversation. · However, if I 
~ to guess at this point I would be inclined to accept most 
of what he said about actual events. 'But of course there are 
all sorts of obvious possibilities, including provocation. 

In accordance with what we agreed on, while Espinosa was 
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waiting$ I returned and told him at some length t;ha.t of cour$e 
. this was not the sort·of thing we got into.. However,. I added 
that I would see to it that someone called him.. I further 
said that·,· unofficially. I. had enjoyed talking with him. 

·Espinosa seemed somewhat mollified. and temporarily ,_dreassu:red 
by this. However,. I doubt very much that he will 'tvait longer 
tha1i. 'two. -or· .. three· days more before making another attempt to· 
bring .:this.:si.tuation.: .. to ~ head~ ·. .. :·--·. '·-···· ·.··, ·-·~···' · · 
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