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(*Reported ACOS conversation with Sen. Symington.) 

·FOR SENATOR SYMINGTON FROM 2-2. HELl-iS 

. •il. P.EGRET YOUR CONCERN OVE..tt JOHN HART 1S ABSENCE DURING. YOUR VISIT TO 

I SAIGON. HE HAD A MOST .. IMPORTAN'l' OPERATIONAL CON'i'ACT TO l•!AKE IN LONDON THIS \1"EEK 9 A 9-l 

. ARRANGE.I'-1E!~T MADE WELL BEFORE vlE Kh'E\.J' YOU 'WE.".E VISITING SAIGON. IN ANY EVENT, 

l 

l· 

~ 

AM SUIE YOU 1riiU. FIND LOU LA.PP.lt.H HIGHLY QUALIFIED TO HANDLE WITH YOU \iH..\TEVER 

!ofATTEP.S YOU CARE TO DIS.CUSS. HE HAS BEEN IN VIETNAM FOR NE.ARLY A IEARj HAS HAD 

SENIOR A.GENCY RESPONSIBILITIES BEFORE THAT, Al>."D HAS BEEN DEEPLY INVOLVED AND 

DIP.ECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BULK OF OUR PROORAN: THERE IN THE PROVINCIAL CADRE 

..LTID INTELLIGElJCE FIELDS. SHOutD . THERE BE SO!<lE RESIDUAL 1-tA.T'l'ERS FOLI.O\vnm YOUR 

VISIT TO. SAIGON, WE WOULD BE GLAD TO HOLD JOHN HART HE."'m IN WASHINGTON UNTIL YOU 

RETUPJi. 

11 2. \\liTH RESPECT TO YOUR REQUES'L' FOil A FULL Rtnmm-JN ON OUR PERSOl{l~L 

COIDITTl>!ENTS TO VIETNAM, I k\1 SURE TH.-\T SAIGON STATION 'WILL GIVE YOU A FULL BRIEF 

OF TODAY 1S SITUATION. THEY l-iAY NOT LIZ AS \\TELL EQUIPPED TO GIVE YOU TEE TREND 

OVER THE YEA.'I1.5, BUT I AM ARRANGING THAT A F"IJLL BRIEFil~G ON OpR PERSONl~L 
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· ~o !SAIGON. I 

STRENGTHS IN VIETNA."t :aE'l'fiJEEN 195'9 - ·1967, \iiTH THS PROGRAHS TO \MCH THEY 'L·lERE 

CO:l-l!'.ITTZD., BE PREPARED.FOR PRESENTATION TO YOU ON YOUR RET1JR1''J HERE. I HOPE THIS 

'\'JILL 1-lORK. OUT SATISFACTORILY. 

"3• ~-liTH RESPECT TO G..!l'i.:USO~PS ALillGAT!ONS,~~ v."E .ARE GATm:RING TOGETHER. ALL 

POSSIBLE FACTS ALID \fiLL CE.'-1-TAINLY BE PREPl.ImD ·TO GI\S THE FULL .lJID STP..AIGHT 

STORY liS NEEDED. THAli.TK YOU FOR THE SUGGESTIOU. IT WOUT....D BE HELPFO'L IF 

MR. GAR..'USON \\~ERE SO!-El-m.AT MORE SPECIFIC IN IIIS ALLEGATIONS~~~ 
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