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_ 1. _On 15 September 1960, 3 ata.f.f employees (David Chrlst, Thornton .. 

Alulerson- and W alte.r Szuminski) were arrested by the Cuban a .. z whUe_ in- · 
stalling audlo aurveillance equlpment against tJ.1e New Chlna News· .Agency ' -· 
in Hav~~ About the _same tb:ius an Agency case offtc · Robe~t Neet, ~ ·._ · ·. 
a stay-behind agent and hls wife, Mr. and ~r&. ~were ptcked · 
up. AU ~lx w~:re jaUed._ Subsequently, Mrs. and Neet w·ere released .. 
and deported~- _-' .·-,: · · · · o · • .. ·· · ·· 

- • ,.. • .", ~ ·~. ,.; .: .:.~ \:·:~ ~.: -~ ', ~ •• : ~~ '• I ;i 

z •. Th~:3.·~ta« einpioiees ~ere operating ~tu• allu ldMatltles which-~-:. 
have stood up to date__(Damel Carswell, Eustace Danbrunt, EdmUnd Tarwky).: 
The staff employees .aDd the sta.y-:behlnd agent were trled on 17 Decemb.er. .. .. 
1960. On 10 January 1961~ the·stafl.employees were sentenc~d to lO years '. 
in Ja.U, and the s tay-behlnd agent .wu ordered. dep crted. The de{jor~atton · ,_ ·' 
took place shortly thereafter~ ·_ -- · .. - , _ .': ·-·:'":_-: -_,.- ~ .. · · , . 

. . . ·: ·, "'. : ;.; ....... _-. ..• :{·' . : -· . . . ' . .. . .• ·. ' ' . . . •• : '! "' • •• . ':. ',_ :. -~: 
3. Followbig'the.arrest11 the 3 Agency employees were first detained.. 

at the a .. z hea~qua~te~a. ln.· Hay~ ~d shortly thereafter were lll()yed to :: . ·· ; · 
the LaCabana prl~on~ · lt.Wa.s possible to keep them supplied with food, ne• . ,, 
cessltles, radios, readtDg'materlal, etc. On 23 J'anuary ln &plte of the',: .. 
Immediate appeal of the sentence !Ued by their lawyer, the 3 m~n were-· .. 
moved *o the Isle of Pines where Uvlng and sanitary conditions are in­
tolerable.. Prisoners are required to p~rform hard manual labor, and · . 
there ls an lnsufilclency o~ !ood. · .. 
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4 •. With the. assl_stance of Mr. Hugh Kessler, a:'·u. s. consular ~~­
!ictal, close'contact was kept with the 3 men until diplomatic relations .. 
with Cuba were IUWered•. Through a Washington attorney, J'am.es R. 
Murphy. arrangements were made with a Cuban lawyer, Dr. Femando : 
Colomar, to represent the 3 men ln court. Colomar was not told of _ . 
any Agency interest in the. operation. Through the joint services of 
Messrs. Kessler and Colomar, the 3 men were ·supplied with pocket .. 
money, tood, clothing, toUet articles, etc. After diplomatic relations 
were severed. Coloma:r continued to visit the men until they were trans ... · 
£erred to the Isle of Pines. · · · 
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s. The 3 men have· been held In the Modeto PnsOD, · Nueva Oe:roaa. 
Isle of Plnea since .January 1961. We have been a·uccesalulln gett~g- money · -­
and auppuea. to ~em_thrcntg~ the Wuhlngton Attomefto *:he Swliua Emb&aar. ·' -.';' 
ln Ha~-- ·have ma~tatnecl_ contact by_lettere~~: T_J:ualr_.~at-~orreus.;..~,. ·_ > 'c. 
pondenc•_--~ _wrtttea on ·1111._ Octobe~ 1962 •. ·· 'they ·u.·· ~elle.ytzd-~ bit" Iii.~·::·:,: · ~ _· ~> · _ 
reasonably good healtL_ ·The Swba are .attempting to v.erlfy .a..z>eport that . ~- · ~-.;-
3 Amerlc&Da W'Cre trcu:asterred to the Bonlato Prison m early "ovember 1962.. -: ··· .. ~- ":-

. : --.:.-·t· .. ~· ·-.·; ;.;: . . '· . . . . . . . :· -~·_<·. '. ,· ::<<. ·:-_..· ·_ ... _.· J 
6. lt: b&f. ~eli 'nec::eeaary lD thls caie to conceal Goire:rnment b.tereat· ::' ~:·.. . . 

tn the 3 p'rtsouera ID-o~er to _avoid thetr uecutton and/or tuU debnefbis on· \~ _. 
the seneltlve lnlorma~lon _they possess~-.;. \< > .:·- · · · '> . . · 

. 7. . The'~ aabtngton ~ttoruey. has obtalne4 aesoclat• COualel Ia MUI.~o~.:~ c . 

City and la Chicago. mi.DOb~- The.Cbleago Attoraey,_·w~ -.·.. . .. - of_:;.:·:_';·:_. · 
GovernmeAt tntereid;, (Consta.Ditu N~ Kanglea) vtaltGd · '· ··· · .Tune -· ·~. 
196Z and al.ot No:ve!nbei-'2z.·.196a ncelved word that aa ··oOD·as foSalble . 
he will bo_.lnvlted back io:.~uba to negotiate with Fidel Cast;rcfem. thla Callie.: .. 
Kangles expects ~e release.~~ the _3 _mea not later baA ~e first ~eek m · . : .. 

·. Januaz-Y,.l9-~3:._( --~--- _ ~--~'·:)>:·., __ ·· .. . : _ . >. _-,_ ·_· ... : .. ·.· _:·~·- ·
4
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8. Other operational eftom to eecue the releaH of the ·n"utza are lA . 

progress. We have"avolded keeping Mrs~ Christ fully briefed on the spe- _: . 
clfics of the efforts bema made, u she tends tc)be c:rltlcal of the· Agency· _ 
and of the fact that au la _unaware of any tlgnificant Interest la the_ case lD .::. . . 
the :Executive Branch ol the Government. She bas previously seeza Mesan.a . 
Allen Dulles._ Geural C~bell. General Maxwell Taylor. and O.n~ral Carter. · .·· 

-~ < 

9 •. Mr. ·James Donovan. who has appeared In conne_ctlon with negotla- . · 
tlons for the Playa GlroD prisoners, baa beeD made aware of the ZZ Amerl- :. · 
cans held ln Cuba aDd ~~! the Age.ucy Interest b:l ,3 Of those· priacmers •. He · · · 
has not been told thelr tr\le name a. . . . •· . .- .· .. ·(. .. : . . ·~: :' . : .... : ., :~ .. > . •.. . . 

,· •,. .,_- : . ~I :· "' ;•. 

· 10. Davlc:l Christ•• ~lfe. Wilma, and thelr.alx chlldre~-llve ln.the 
W aahington area where· they have been lrequently vlslwd by members o£ · 
the Agency. She haa explatned to Delghbors that her husband ls away on a 
long TDY lor the Oovernment which bas become a permanent asalgmDent 
and that 1n Uno wlth the new regulations on overseas travel of dependents. 
she has not been allowed to follow him. W Uma Chrlet has been paid her 
husband's accumulated per dlem.and salary. . 

- . ~ . . - . . , . .· ; 
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U •.. David Ch:rle~ ls .4S years old (his birthday waa ZO Janua~).. H.e. 
' .. . . . ;;- ;·;,. . .. , . ~ . ·-
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ls a grad~ie of Pennsylvania State College with a degree of B. S~ In .Electrical 
Englne~ring~ .He ·worked be!o:re the war !or the Atlas Powde:r Company and 
was .. a lsfLt;_&n.the.USAAF ~rom 194Z to 1946~. Following the war, he ln· - \ : . 
str~-~~~at .. P~ylyan~ State Col~ege _unt~l_19_50 ""hen he Joln~d. ~· Agency.: . ·, · 
· · -~~~:t:~rr-::··;:;>·::~:·}:::-·;··~>J·; i~"· .·· '·; ... _ .. ~ -~ .. ··_.·.· ·. -~ · •... --·;<·.~:-~>i?"i.:·:.·;·.· .. -~·:.<· 

12~ · . W llma Christ ~- 4Z years old. There are. 6 chUdren bi the f~Uy:· . : • '.. ' . . . . . ... . . ~ .. .. ; .. 
.; ,_-: ~ \..·' ·~ r•l_.·. _:·-:--J. . 

Thomas, age 18 . Susan,_ age 9 · · .... 
·_. Elain'e, ·age 16 Stuart,. age 5 

.. Linda, age 11 Roger, ·_age 3 . ·-:--:: 
•. ., ~.. ' • - -.~- ... _. ' • ...,; - ·,: ol • 

. : . . ~ . -~ 

The Z older childr-en have. bee~ .brle!ed on the ·~Jltuatf.on and are a~~re of their 
.father'•(predle~ent~; . . . .. 

.· .,:·' ·:~· .... · .·~- "· 

. -t: : 

~ .• ·~--- • r-· . .. .. 

~ ... ::. .. 
:.:.. :•.' 

1> . 

~~-.. : 

. ·, 
; . 

A.-:· ' 
' ~. 

.,.- :. : :· 
:--~ _.;.. . ,.._ .. 

+-. . . ~~' . ~ 

___ r:::·. . .-.. 

... 
· •• "! ... -. 

-. -· .. 

·, .... 

. 
. i, 

3 

-~ ~- . .. 
'""! .. ,...:. 

.. -·-:.,. ·:~ 

..._ ··-o:.. 
; ·-

.· .. -~-
... ~- .... -. . !: 

~.-

ti .•' 
• - ; p . .. .. 

.' . { 

. . ·. ' 
. r~ .: . 

. - f ~ .· 
+ ~ • • • • • . ,· 

··.-· 

·; ... 
"', . •f· 

; 




