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According to what appear to be partial reports of interrogation 
vhich the CIA Seeurit;r O.t'!'ice reeeived in connection Vit.h Subjects 
defection to East GermaD;r on 6 July 1960. Be def'ected to escape 
an Bl.cohal.ic mother and heav.r debts. Subject, an A1.rman Second 
Cl.ass, assigned as an anal.yst with the German tmi.t o.t' the 6900th 
Security Wing AFSS, defected to East GermaD;r on 6 July 1960 tak:i.ng 
with him t-wo suitcases and a brief' case.. Be J.ef"t his West German 
ape.rtment at 1.800 hours with tbe intention o.t'. defecting (bavi.IIg.:.' 
earlier in the day left a note .t'or hi.s mother stating tbat he 'Was 

going to East Germa.cy for good) and disappeared into t.he East 
German contro.ll.ed sub""Wey. Re returned to his apartment at 0015 
hours in the early morning of 7 July l.96o without l~e and was 
placed under arrest .. 

During interview by military autharitiea on 11·12 J'Ol.J' 1900, 
1'IDHTBRUP said that be took ld:th him, llben he de!'ected, of'fic1al 
document cont.e1n1ng top secret infor.maUan 1n order to establish 
his bema f'ides end turned bimsel:f in at t.he defectors reception 
center in East Berl.in. According to Subject he spoke there nth 
t-wo officials who told him. to sleep there that night and return in 
the morning f'or :f'urt.her discussions. He was deeply disturbed, he 
said at the l.a.ck of' interest shc:nm in him and began to real.ize the 
seriOll.SlleSS of' his actions. After milling around he :f'inaUy returned 
to his apartment in West Berlln to turn h1msel:f in. He claimed to 
have defected in a fit of despondency caused by l.cmg stand1ng f'rus
tration. Be stated that be first co:n.sidered defecting in November 
or December 1959 because he bel.ieved he bad no fUture 1n the ~ce 
and fel.t that he had to get awa;y from his mother 'Who bad become a 
confirmed al.cohollc .. 

It 'WOUld appear, ho-wever, that SubJects long time interest in 
the U.S.S.R .. may have pleyed a part in his defection. Be has admitted 
to a ~thetic interest in the Soviet Union dating back to his 
high school da;;rs when he frequented the office of the Soviet American 
F'l'iendship Society in Miami and did volunteer work rar them.. This 

SECRET 



• 
Jill • • .. SECRET 

interest in the U.s.s.R. continued vhil.e he was a student at the 
University of Miami (October 1948 • January 1951.) WJd during this 
time he subscribed tO various Soviet publleatioiU!J (Pravda, Soviet 
Russia Tod&y1 ~ew Times, Culture and Life} through the Pour Con
tinents Book ~ 1 and YW!B active in the Sariet J'riendiibip 
Society on the campus. Durin.g 1949 he J:rade a t.ri.p to tbe BoViet 
Emba&SJ' 1n an attempt, he said, to obtain inf"ormaticn em uierature 
and be participated 1n We..l.lace's campaign for President, atteM1ng 
meetings and distributing literature. 

,;---a.O 
BOBTHRUP • s interest in the USSR continued during his overseas 

CIA employment f'rcm JanWI.l'y' 1952 t.o ~~ 1956 
during Vhich time made 1mmxtbori.zed trips to East Germa.:o;rJ 
and duri.ng bis current Air Force assignment 1.n West ~ through• 
out the c::Ourae of' Wich he has said he made 30 to 50 visits to East 
~ "to enJoy the culture. n He bas been described u au ego
tistical pseudo1ntellectual. vho is int~ted in the cultura.l:=-aspeets 
of' the .Soviet Union, bad read all. of' Corllis Lemont& vritinga, and · 
subscribed to HA.SS.EB and MA.D'STBEAM. At the time of Subject • s defec
tion, a 1l'lember of' the CI Staf'f' recaJJ ed that NORTHRUP :trequentl.J' 
( t'WO or three times a week) visited the Vic:tor Ksmldn !look Store in 
Washington 'Where be was know end trequentJ.7 conversed with its 
manager. Tbere its ccmsidenble question regardin,g Victor Jfmnk1 n 

and various relat1ves of his. 

_ SubJect w.s born em 1 J'U.JJr 1930 at M1em11 l"l...or1da of' native 
born parents. Be attended high school 1n Miami end :f'rom 1948 to 
1951 attended the University of' Miami at Corel. Gables1 J'.lorida 
majoring in Russian J.amguage. In 1948 he recei Ted a medal for 
pra:f'iciency 1n Spanish and tram October 1948 to January 1949 'WaS 

on a "Rattner Memorial Scholarship to study Hebrew" at this Uni ver
sity. 

NORTHRUP w.s empl.oyed by CIA from 1951 to 1958 when he resigned 
for personal reasons Wieb he has subaequentl1' said involved a fear 
that his latent homosexual tendencies voul.d be discovered. He Joined 
the A1r Force end in Jm1e 1959 'W.S sent to &rlln. -

6-z! 
NORTHRUP w.s &ecuri ty approved for CIA in Nair l-951 u an 

1nte1 J 1 g.ence assistant GS-5 OPC/EE 1 ~ 1 having previO'Il.Bly 
entered on duty in the provisional. poo • of' 28 July 1951 he vas 
o. GS-5 translator in the Operations Branch FDD/USSR Branch, Wash· 
1ngton1 D. C. and in November 1951 transferred to 00 Contact Division., 
DRC(G) 1 Germa.ny as an 1ntel.llgence of'f'icer GS-7. Be 1ef't 
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:ror em or about 23 January l.952~,,~was~~in~;[=~~Jon 
TDY , l.954 and was ~ on 
or about 17 June 1954. He 6 
and reported to Washil:lgton 
Port Arthur, Texas. (Be had llved :ln Port Arthur, ~ f'or the 
period December l.941 • 1.9471 but otbervise h1a entire l.U'e ~s 
to have been spent 1n l'lor1dt..) In BoTe.mber l.956 JIOBT.BRUP vas· 

· assigned to m'JP/CI Btatf', Special Investig&ticma Unit, Projects 
Section, Washington, D. C., u an int.ell.igen.ce of'fieer GS-ll.. l:le 
resigned for perscmal. l'eWiiOnS em 16 Ma;y 1958. QSI reviewed his 
CIA t'lle ~n 30 September 1958. In FebrueJ:7 l.959 his file vas 
f'aVQt'ably revi.elred with ret'erenee to his being considered f'or 
parti.ci.pation in the CIA C1 "fil.ian Stam!by Reser"'l"e Program. In 
July l.96o CIA was alerted regard1Dg bis defection. 
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