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~!EMO!LA..NDUM FOR:~ ::i' a ... : :::t,::Dirocto:r of Cent:all:ltelllgence .. ·· • 

SUB.TECT , __ . :~ ~t;:;~;: Jte~e~·- .. , :;]; .. ~() si.Ll;_;;' 
\.. -----c:-.-. ... ~.--· 

·-· ... 
z •. In August 1960. Mr. Richard M. Billll.sell: :t.P.Proa~bad . · 

Colonel Sheffield Edwal'ds to determine if the Oifb::e:o! SOcurity_ 
' had a1u111ets that :m.ay aallllist in a sensitiYe n:dssion l:'equiring · 

_gang:ster-type acticm.. The mission.target was{th:a l:":.. .. !&:;:un 6""y 
Fidel Castro. · 

3. Because oi its ext.rece aen.sitivity., only a sma'li group 
wa3 !nad~ privy to tb.e project.. Th~ r::ci was briefed and gave hi3. 
:l.pp:o•r.U. Colonel :J. C. King. Chief. ·~:v:H Diviaion., ;-yas br!eied., 
bet all details were deliberately concealed iro:z:n a:r:;y o£ ~e 
J~!W AVE officials. Certain TSD ~d Go~o personnel ?a="tic:i
pated in the initial planning stages. but we:::-e not wi~g of tbe 
p-..r.r:pose of the m.issio:a.. 

4. Robert A.. 1-..!aheu was contacted., "!::1:::-ieie-.:1 gene:::::-illy en 
th~ p-:oject. and .requested to ascertain i! he could 2.-i!·;elop =.::a en
-=:ree into the gang3t.e:r el~n:.ents as t..'le first stap towa:::-d acco:n
plis'h.ing the desired goal. • 

..... 
'~::l a~ve:::-:tl occa.sions while ·ri:liti::lg Las Vegas. :-::=.:- ::::':li7 ?:::::~.ew 

:-;..:.:::::1 ~.'l.:.;ua.!ly th.:rcugh :::!ie.c.i:s» !Jut ~:.r~s given t-9 ·:t.~.}~:::.s~"ld. ~~:1a.!: 
-:....,. ... .,."' ,.. ;..,;.::rh-:r ... ,..-r .... ; .... a ..................... -;..._.,.. 0~ .. ,..,.,.. ,,,,rndlc"'+ ... i• ::--=i c..,n;..-..,;ll ,.....l 
-• ... • ~.;;s.. .. ~"'-'-,:t CLiJ,.,&..,..-....;...s..&.,;:::t•...,_ti;;..._..A.....,.-;;;;:~ ""-~ ,.i.JJJ- _._"" ·--- V ...__.,.,..::...&._ .. .J 

:.:11 v!. tb.e ice-ma:<i.!l.g :;::::ac'-':nes on the 3t::-ip. :.~.:l:"'!eu ..... ":Zl:JO::ed 
::'"l:tt, ir :'.loselli was in fact a me:nbeA.· oi t!:!e ..::1.:::.:':! •. ·:·~-::: ··...:i:!C-..l:~!:~:lly 

:-:a.d ...:;::,t:.."'lections bading into t!le Cuban ga.mblin·;; i::-::~e:-.·e:Jts. 
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b. ~1abeu w.1.s asked to approach Roselli. •.r..-no ~~.e·.v :::.!aheu 
as a personal :r::la.tio:::.s e:cecutive handling don:1.e:s;ic ..:...::1:i :o::-eign 
::.ccCU:lt3, a:1d tell him. that he lud recently been ::-etained by a 
a:li<::o.t -»;,o :represa~:ted seve!'al international business fi::-:::::s . 
which were suileri.ng heavy fi.J:iancial losaes in CUba as a result 
o! C.l.stro1s ::u::tion. They ·were convinced that Castro's ::::-ex:c.o'V31 
wa.s t1::a answer to their probl:!m and w~re willbg.'·to pay a p'!'ic:e 
of $150. 000 for its successful accomplishment. I!: was to be I:n.a.de 
clear to Roselli that 1;he U. S. Goverm::::lent was not.· and should not • .':. .. 
become .;.ware of this oP-eration. 

7. Th~ nitch was m.ade to Roselli on 14: S~"Dl:ezr..ber 1960 at . . 
the Hilton Pla.z.a. Hotel. New York City. His b::s.itial reaction was 

'to .:void getti:~.g bvolved but. through ~.taheu•s persuasion. he . 
.J.gre~·:! to mt:roduce hi:rn to a friend, Sa:m Gold. 7.rho .!>:new the 
"Cuban crowd. 11 Roselli ca.de it dear be did not want any -:noney 
to~ ~~is ? -1 rt 3.:::td b~lie\.o·ed St~.r.:::l would feel the sa.::n~ ·.vayg ~re~th~r 

o£ ;:~~s~ bdi-w-:!duals w vel" paid ~~t o.f ..::!..._?;.::-:'!::::y ~'..:-"'l~h. 

:3. 
to S::s.:r-:1. ~vho ;.:;ra.s atayin.g a.t the F.::>!'lt.ainebleau l:::·.:::t"'"l. ~-.:·.~mi 3~a.::::h. 

/T.:;:~_,_ ,:~,...,.-~';'::::..,.-...-;.·,...-t~ ... -Y..-,..:-..._w- .,._:;- ·-.---~~-:.... ;.,.....::t..,; • 
L....~~ ~u.:.-~~·""'X"'.a,;._,.;;J..;~l~ u ... ~·- "'T:".Jio.i:lP _,. ... :.a..~~oo ....,. .... g.; .. ~;....;., ~._,..,._._.. ... _Aoit..,._ · 

vis'U-:1}:-..·.v..:"-lo ··loo1<ea··;xnd-~cl$d .... Ji!.;!-!--.~..-com.mon -ru.n.....o.£-t-1-r~-:rr..ill· !::o~
lu...-:::-;........ ~;c7.;vev~T.,-·n~·iving-accorr...modations at t::=.e-hot-e!.··~li~d-' 
t:1~~ ... - -:S -!t;l.!~i2-fac.t that : .... iaheu learned Sam w,;.s und~:r -:=:eriodic 
SU::''-"·-:'! :ll.3.nce-· by the FBI) It was seve::-al wee1-cs a:t.:::::- 'i:.!s :n-::eting 
'.•.rit..,; 5a:rn ::.nd Joe, who v.ras identified to hi.-n as .:1.. ccu:-i-:::-:- cp.e::-ating 
b.'!t·,;..·::!::n ~van-1 and ~ .. lia.."ni. Ulat :l:e sa'W:;>hcto.;rap'::lz of ~o~,. of 
;:~es e indi .. nd--c.:1ls i•"l the Sunday a•..1p'?leme:nW ''?2.:::-.::J.de. u They 
wer·~ identified .a.s lv1omo Sa.lvato:-e Gianc:;.n3. :1.nd :Santos Tr.af.:icant,. 
:::-e.s?ectively. Both w-ere on the list of the Attorney Gene-::-3.1.1 3 

t~n ~o3t-want.ad r.nen. The feu ute::- ;;vas C.escribed is :::::.~ Chicago 
-.:~!:·<': :~:1 'jf -::::"!~ G-::>33. .Noat::::-~ ..1n.d succ.a330::- !::o _-.:.__:: C:-::::c-r:e. .:-::31 "::b.P. 

3 ... :::: :; ·.: ·.!~ ~ s t ~ -~. 7:~a: tb ~~-· !lOt :--r.:-- -3 ~ :-t 

f'a!.::-n=..-5~.1<:~::! -'~:~ .JQr.'"".~ ~~)"7-?,t: c: ·;:•).:~~r:: 
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·her placed in Castro•s.food or drink, it would be a. much :rno:::-e 
ef'!active operation. Sam mdicat~d that ha had a. p::-ospecti"'.re - · 
:nominee in the· person of Juan Orta, a Cuban official who had· ·· 
be~n receiving kickback payments from the gambling interests. ... .. 
who :still.had access .to. Cas tr~ and was .. in a fina.ncial hind. ........_. _ ~~-{. fi : 

. . - - ~ ,.,.,. c,:- .J 

j · . 10 •. Corneliu~ :Roosevelt., ef, TSD~ <!lr.~~ ~~nsulted ~d1M~~c... ~~~r-, 
1 assigned Dr. o develop-a pill that had thel_. ~;a~~o-. -.1t~·• ;(~ 

/ . elements. o_£' rapid solubility. high le~ .... ~ontent, ~d little or t ~ .. :t r. ;.r;;,.t-~< 

\

. nQ.traceability .. · Six o.f th.ese itezx:-s w. ~-;t'e producea and., after· . ·' · · 
bemg checked out for t.heu eHecttyen·ess by Dr .. Edward M .. · ~ 
Gw:w.., three pills were ultimate.l:Y···tUrned 9ver to ~ .for. the=-· 

· :m.ission. Neither TSD nor Dr." Gunn wd briefed on the ult:b::E:aate 
.I . . ~ 

wus of the pllls. · . . · . ·. . . .. . ~ 

11 .. ·Joe delivered the pUla to Orta. .After :sever.al .weeks 
of reported atte1n.pts • Orta apparently got cold feet a..'"ld asked out. 
of.the a.ssig:m::O.ent.. He suggested another candida.te who :rr...ade 
several att~mpts without success. 

lZ. Joe then indicated that Dr. Anthony Verona. .. one of ~e 
principal officers in the Cuban E:=dla Junta, -~J. become :iis
aliected with the apparent ineffectual progress oi the J"U.:J.ta 3..i:ld. 
was willU:lg to handle the mission thrcmgh his O'Yn resoui-ce3. 

/ · 13. Dr. Var~ was ap~roached and' ju......fiped. at the u_?por-
( tunity of getting invo1'\ed in an in~pendent operation. }-::.",~·.vas . · 
1 told that the private in~re~acking t.~e project did not want · 
! tb ... U. S. Govern.-.n,ent a,~ particula,.rly the CL·\..,. to k:noo:tl oi t.~ei::-
\ involvement.' (So_ f~s th~ Office .knows. he has ne".re:r divalged 
\ ....... his p-l.rlicipatio)!('m the proje~o the Agency. ) · .· 

. . ~ . . 
.... .. 

14.. He asked_,. as a pra:rec;uisite to the dealp tba1:: !::I.e be given 
.3! :'J, 000 ~:»r organizational e~ns~s 3lld reqU.ested ) L ':00 .... ,o:rth 
oE corr..:rnunications equipment. 

15. Dr. Verona's uote:nti.J.l was ne-.rer full-:r -~:::':)lo!t:~:'!. ·l.:i 
A • I -

tbe r:;roject waa canceled shortly alter the .3ay of ?iJ3 ';:,'}·L:w..:!.~~ 

V ~.:"0-:'l:J. w"la advised that the "of.!er -..vas ·.vitndr-:1'.~, ·t.."lci th·"!: ::,i.lls 
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. 16.. 0! significant interest was an inCident which involved 
a request" levied by Saxn upon 1Y1aheu~d now sh~pes up· as a 
potential flap.:J . . · · ·. · ·· . · 

·.. . 

to put a bug in roo:r.n to determine the ex-
tent o£~Jll:!!%rUl?l!!-.,J'=:a=~l;~~;·Maheu . . . ~~~" 

--toM--a~~f~~~~:pen·. 
Sa~~e~t..~~.Jo..l.e~~'""togolo Vegas"i"nd., 
tak&-care--o£-.the---mMte:i'hhiiieq.t:--xD:'·oraer'topre- . 
ve_nt_f!l,is ~-.y.tahau-contacted-Edwir;J_Dubois • a 
Florida investigator,. and·asked.lii.m-to hanifl:e the 
job]·:::_.· .. · ·. "· 

. '._ -~~alU:ng a bug-in·the:.~'\o~_.tha. 
techiJida.:Lpl acad_;i..t.d.p_o;n..th~-. pho~.e . .,... Ymich-ob
viC?!l~l.y disLWJt...§..e.::::::!te_Sa.,.,....• s.-purpos6.- f rfhe t~chni
cia.:a in-;~ved·in the aasig:ru:nent was discovered in 
tha process .. arrested,. and taken to the Sheriff's 

... 

office .for questioning-: · h _, .. ----· 
. ~~e.~'p.e called 1V1ahe~·the .,#,;~,..·..:..:::; --- ,:- --· 

· :Kenilworth-· ~e-ll> . Mi.-uni:·. and i.Ii.forrru,:,d him tliat :·. _ -.··· 
< he had. been detained by the police.. This call ,,,.as -·-: : ... :_: 

made in the presence of _the Sheriff's pexsonnel. 

Subsequently, the Department of Justice an
nounced its intention to prosecute Maheu along 

·. •ivith the technician. On 7 February 1962, the 
Director of Security briefed the Atto:qteiy General .. 
Robert Kennedy. on the circumstances le.adlng up 
to Maheu Is involvement in the wireta~. At our re-

4 .. •' 

quest. prosecution was dropped. 

4 

---- -- --- -.~---
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Two articles ap~a.:red in the Chicago ?res-3,. 
on.:!! on 16 _<\ugust 1963,. and one on ZO August.l9b3,. 
that suggested Sam. was workbg with the Agency. 
The iirst a.rticle appea:ed in the Chicago Srm-Ti:::nes · 
written by s ta.U writer;· Sa:nay Smith, and had .ua. i:s 
headline: CIA Sought Gian.c:a:c.a. Help for Cuba. Spying. 
It roel•t.ea that the _-\genc::y reportedly was in touch 
with Sou:n in 1959 and requested that he assist them. 
in obtab:U.Dg intelligence out of Cuba. It also. :men
tion.ed the L.a.3 ""(egas wi::-etap, which the a:l:"tic!e 
claimed was handled by a HFlorida investigative 
o::-gani::atic:n. 11 lt further went on to state that .. 
upon inquiry of this o::-ganization, they statf.:d the . 
tap was placed at the request of the Cent:ral Intelli.,. 
gence Agency. The-other article appeared.in the 
Chicago Daily News, authored by Columnist Tony 
"'>Veit::el. and com.:mented that during March 1962_ 
Sam. confronted an FBI AJent who was aha:::o·...r-:::1g 
him and said. 1 '-:.Vhy don't you fellows lea.·;e x::::::e 
alone? ! 1r:1. one of you! 11 Sam al!eg'!!dly state-:: ::hat, 
.:.t!"te:- Ca::~tro 1 s =:-ise i.n Cub.£ •. ~ GL-\ opoe-rativ~ .:::::ln
"!:.::..c!~d him. and wa.nt~d to ~'-..""!Ow ~i S.un could ~o any
:::1ing for tbf! Gove:-:mn.e:J.t on the tu:::-b-r..lleni: lit:l~ isb .. nd.. 
S .m said he had !:::-isnds on both sides. but no clout. 

17~ Roselli wa;;a introduced to James P. G'Ccnne:i..l. of this 
C£fic:!, ·-Nho ~3..8 identiiied to hi::::n as an ei:lployee o~ Ro~=t _;.\.., 
:v!Ah-·u, }·...S3e><:iaks. Over the several monl:!:t..s of c!o3e contac~ be
~ween th"!se two indiv!euals, .3.os"31li began to S?eculate a.s to 
O'Connell's t:-ue employer and, at one point, statad that be "WaS 

convinced bP. was cn:::nplay~d by. the CIA. and thai: the ?roject was . 
::~pon.!!!or~d by t.b.~ -l\.3enc7. He hastened to state tha:: he was ::1ot 

fo::-cin~ ~h..- l3 su.,, nor -pouJ.d- ba "1:;7'3.nt coniir:::::naticn of t:li3 3..."'!d. · 
~".lr't..~e:;.-, ~e W"'t:ld noi:: :::nention tbi:s to anyoz:.e else. =..nclncin5 Sam. 
3a=- 723 !:le...,.e:::- ;,..b:'oeuced to any Agency ~rsonnel 3.nd,. ::.·'h~'!.e CIA 
·73.s !'la·.r~= :mentioned to hi.::::n, it is },I.:J..h~u'a.bellei ::..-! "!V~;:::<":~ill~.- :;us
..,~ct<'!-.:1 ::b~~ .\g~!:lcy ·.vas t.be pQw~::: bebind !:he ·:ro~:"'-ltio:n. 
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lB. !n 1v!a.y 1962, because of Mr. O'ConnelPs ::a..:uaig .... ·c=nt 
· to an over.sea..:a post. it was decided t;:, turi:i Roselli over to 
;vir. ;villia.In F...a.rvey. who ·was at that ti:::ne Chiei., "!'ask Fo:rce. W~ 
:Ha.:rvey was i::ltroduc:ed as William. W"alker.. It is not known. whether 
Roselli ever bec:une aware o£-F...arvey1s true na:n:J.e. 

~-. 

Howard J. Osborn 
·Director of Security_ 
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