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1. This memorandum is for- information only. h s o ’

, 2. In Angust 1960, Mr. Richard M. Bissell aporoacnad
Colonel Sheifiald Edwards to determine if the Oifice of Secnnty
had assets that may assist in a sensitivs mzssxon req\nring
gangster-type action. The mission targst was S : 9
‘:‘xdel Castro.

3. Because of its extreme sensitivity, oniy a smali group
wa3 madea privy to tke projeci. The DCI was briefed and gave his.
xn:)*c*ra.l Colonel J. C. King, Chief, #H Division, wasg briefed,
but all details were deliberately concealed irom any of the _
IMWAVE oificials. Certain TSD and Cormro personnsl nastici-
pated in the initlal planning stages, but were not witting of the
purvose of the mission. )

4. Robert A. Mabeu was contacted, briefed generally cn
the project, and -em.eated to ascertain if he could davelcy zn en-

tree into the ':a.ncr:ster elsments as the first step toward accom-
olishing the desired goal.
3. M=z, Maheu 2dvised that he nad maet one Jozany Reselli
on 8averal occasions while wrisiting Las Vegas, -z oaly imew
aim caszually through cliects, but w23 given te umdarsiand that
22 728 a high-ranking member of the "'syndlcate™ :
21l of the ice-malking rmackines on the | t:m. Lizhew Uveazozed

i 52111 was in fact a membevw the =lem, T ladoudtadly
zad connections lzading into the Cuoan garanling imsarastis.
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5. Mahsu was asked to approach Roselli, who Imew Sizhen
a5 2 parsonal r=lations executive handling domestic 223 Jor=ign

: 2ccounts, and tell hirm that he had recently been ~etained by a
P cliznt -¥ho represented several international businsss firms . -
’ ‘w‘ ch were suifering heavy financial loases in Cuba as a result
' astro's :sc:tzon. They wers ccnvinced that Castro's removal

C

wa3 thz answer to their p*obl:m and were willing to vav a price R
R
3

i of $:50, 00 for its successful accomplishment. Ii was o be made N
; clear to Roselli that the U. S. Government was not,  and should not,” B
' Bscome aware of this operation. i .

- -

7. Tkes pitch was made to Roselli on i Sapterbex 1950 at
tne Hilton Plaza Hotel, New York City. His initial reaction was
“to . vmd zetting involved but, through Maheu's persuasion, he -~
_agra=3 tc introduce him to a friend, Sam Gold, who !mew the
""uaan crowd. " Roselll made it clear he did not want any rmoney

o= \his *:n.*'t and balieved Sam would {ael the samea way. Yeither

o R e R LRI B e e

of thasz iadividuals wa-':&iv... paid cut of Azzncy lnnds. -
o 2. Duoriar the weak of 25 Seotamber, nl:heu was introduced
& &Y, Ll = -3 b

to Sam who was 3taying at the Fontzineblsau Iint»l, Lll2mi 3each

SR mpresITon Bl Sarwis that dia-tard] wocounth indi-.
viduaboaho looked ‘andraeted like 4.common run~oi £ -t -rnill hood~
s Eowvever H‘s-*-vv:no—accommoda‘tmns at the hotel - Teliad~
tizis, s Fif tie-fact that Maheu learnad Sam was under mzriodic

- survaillance-by the FBI,} It was several wesks alier kis meeting

with Sam and Joe, who -was identified to hirp as a couriar coerating
f hoth of

batweezn Havana and Miami, that ke saw pactozranhs of
thessz individuals in the Sunday supolemental "Parade.’
wera iden '*"iec‘x as Momo Sa.lvato*-a Giancana :mci Santos lra;ficant.
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tan most—wan!‘.ed men. The former was g.escnoed 23 tha -....ica.gc
.

5 chi=itin of the C-)sa. Mostra and succaasor o 31 Jazzena, nd the
0 = R D
By ~a boss of Cuban cperaiions. Japen mailaes
4 t«*ly nson asceriaining this inlormmacion

4

B - a N : oda o .

f«% . in discussing the vossible metbods of rocamrilsaing
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be placed in Castro's food or drink, it would be a much more
effactive operation. Sam indicated that ha had a prospective -

meo

nomines in the person of Juan Orta, a Cuban official who had -

been receiving kickback payments {rom the gambling interasts, | Pty
_ who 5till bad access to Castro and was. in a financial bmd N S.{? SR
.. —- o :;f:- __'_
5 / 10, Cornelmz Roosevelt, ‘Chzaf TSD, Was. consulted an
: / assigned Dr.| fto develop-: a pill that had *.:heﬂg‘l“’. ;

- /  elements of rapid solubility, high lethal g:ontent angd little or w L7 iy ;‘ : ?"
. no traceability.  Six of these items weré s produced and, after s iRl

- being checked out for their effectxve.ness by Dr. Edward M. -/ ; L

: Gunn, three pills were ultzmately turned over to Sam for the:

" mission. Neither TSD nor Dr ‘Gunn wﬁ briefed on the ultnnate

"usa of the pﬂls ‘
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11, - Joe dclivered the pills to Orta, After 5evara.1 weeks
of reported attempts, Orta apparently got cold feet and asked out
of the assignment. He suggested ancther candidate who made
several attampts without success. _ .
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R . 12. Joe then indicated that Dr. Anthony Vercna, one of *he
’ o prmcma.l officers in the Cuban Ixile Jumta, ad becoms iz~
‘affected with tha apparent ineffectual prograzss of the Jjunta and
was willing to handle the mission through his own rescurces.

13. Dr. Verdba was approached and jumped at the oppor-
tunity of getting *nvoiv\sd in an mda,panden; operaticn. = was
told that the private mr:\:.;‘e/sgs—hackmo the project did not want
the U. S. Government and; particularly the CIA, to know of their
involvement. {So i’z:r";.s thts Office knows,; ha has never divulged

is !nrtxmpatxo;( in the project to the Agency. y

et st oo

i3. He aak«d as a prarequxsne to the deal, tkat he De g.ven
5317, 000 ‘or organizational expenszs and requestad 31, 220 =worth
.

f communications equipment.

-
Tet

N,

15. Dr. Verona's potentiil was never fully 2upioited,
the rroject was canceled 3nortly after the Bay of Pizs =pisoda.
Yaroma was advised that the oifer was withdrawn, wad tha wills
vara ratrisved.
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. . ~16. Of significant interest was an incident which mvolved .
a request levied by Sam upon IVIa.heuS c.nd now shapes up 2s a
potential ﬂap.:] . .

At the hem'ht of tha p*o;act neﬂotxatz.ons. Sam - -

%mwmfwh?;é&m- ' -
Sam threatened t t,o..e___;p—-:‘yﬁiami’to g6 to Vegas and .
take-care-of-the-mattef” J.mself""ln ‘order té pre-
vent this, Mahau-contacted‘n.czwa.rg,baooxs s 2 :

. . Jostead of ingtalling a bug-in-the:xoorn,_tha
technician placad a tap on the phone, waich ob-
viously did not ge.m(e,_Sazn.'.sapurposE.‘j The tachni
cian involved in the assignment was discovered in
tha process, arrested, and taken to the Sheriif's

office for quastioning. Afterhefxiiedto-reach e
. Duboisby telephone,lhe called Mahewag-the ..o s """
‘. * Kenitworth Hotsh, .Miami, and informed him that T
- .~ he had been detained by the police. This call was 7= =%

. made in the presence of the Sheriff's personnel. - . ;

Subsequently, the Department of Justice an~-
nounced its intention to prosacufe Maheu along
+ivith the technician. On 7 February 1962, the .
Director of Security briefed the Attornsy General, .
Robert Kennady, on the circumstantes leading up
to Maheu's involvement in the wiretap. At our re-
quest, prosecution was dropped.
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’ ‘ Chicago Daily News, authored by Columnist Tony

Two articles appeared in the Chicago press,
one on 1% August 1963, and one on 20 August 1253,
/  that suggested Sam was working with the Agency. .
; The first article appeared in the Chicago Sun-Tixes-
. written by staff writer, Sandy Smith, and had as its
i headline: CIA Sought Giancana Help for Cuba Spying. - -
It relates that the Agency reportedly was in touch '
with Sam in 1959 and requested that he assist them
in obtaining intelligence ocut of Cuba. It alsa men-
- tionad the Las Vegds wiretap, which the articls
: claimed was handled by a "Florida investigative . -
' organization.” 1t further went on to state that, o
upon inquiry of this orgamnization, they stated the . . .
tap was placed at the roquest of the Central Intelli- .7
g ence Agency. The other article appearsd.in the
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Weitzel, and commentad that during March 1352,
bam confrontad an ¥BI Agent who was shadowing

hirn and said, " Why don't you fellows lsave me .
alone? I''m one of you'” Sam ~.l.e'a'ﬂ-c"ily states that,
after Castro's risa in Cuba, .. TIA operative -can-
tictad him and wanted to know if Sam could do any-
2ing for the Goverament on the turbulent iittle island.
S.m said hs had frisnds on both sides, but no ciou:.
That wasa it.

17 RQSelii was introducad to James P, C"Ccn.nall af thig

iahou, .:—Lssociates. Tver tha sevaral znon..':\s of ciose ccn.act be -
tween th2ses two individuals, Roselli began to speculata as to
C'Connell's true employsr and, at one point, statad that ne was
convinced he was employsd by the CIA, and that the proj=ct was
sponsorad by tha Agsncy. He hastened to state that he was not
forcing the i33us, nor would be want confirmation of this and,
Harther, he wourld not mention this to anyore =lse, ‘ncludingzg Sam.

Sar ¥23 never introcducad io any Agency personn=l and, while TIs
v3A3 nev:r maniioned o him, it is MMaheu's belial Zo 2venmzlly sus-

]

wzaciad the igeacy 'wa3s fhe powar Sehind the operalion.
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18. In May 1962, because of Mr, O'Connzll’s 2ssigmzent -
'zo an overseas poét, it was decided to turn Roselll over to
Mr. William Harvey, who was at that timne Chiei, Task Force W.
Harvey was introduced as William Walker. It is not known whether
Roselli aver became aware of-Earvey's true name.
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. Howard J. Tsborn ' T
‘Director of Security : I T
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