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.!..0 Feb 77 
Source: :·lotes n.:!de oy A. Goodp~stnre 

for J.oh~ Leader, IG Staff 

Subject: Backgrou."ld on Nexico Station Support Assets 
(Coverage of Soviet and Cuban Embassies) 

1. coverage. Fro:n tr.e time the ~ .. lexico S-tation 'lr!as opened in 
1-..------' 

Bill Doyle) U."ltil arrival of i-lin Scott as COS in 195o, Charles. 

Anderson III (stiil in LA/HQ) had developed ~ support apparatus to·~)~ 

exploit leads !'rom the Soviet EIJbassy.. This umbrella type project (LIFEAT) 

consisted of multi line phone taps, three photo sites, a mobile surveillance 

team and .a mail intercept operation. 

a. Fhone taps were placed 

andled by David 
"t . • f/'V'" 

tapped was limted~by availability of a listening post near~ 

(since the taps \-rare not r.:a.de in the !:'lain central) and English/ 

Spanish (Soviet, Polish, Czech, etc) transcribers. Generally 

these agents (mostly Mexican or Mexican ~~erican) were related 

(which the station at that time felt ~as good security in that 

if they talked about shop, they would talk to each other.) 

b. Three photo sites were handled by A..."':.derson 'Hi th the help 

of Harry }~honey (retired, living in Chicago) and TDY TSD 

people checking the best type of camera, film, and concealment 

devices.. These had sub-cripts under LIFEAT (LINITED, LILYRIC, 

.and LICALI.A). LIHITED 'lrias a fixed site bang opposite across 

the street fro:n the front gate of the Soviet Eobassy l·Thich had 

both a vehicle and foot entrance. The Soviet gate·~as on the 

r·Jorth~:est corner. of their c:>npou.TJ.d and L!i:ITTED 'Has diagofl..ally 

across a double barrelled street on the 
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t:r.at block. LLriT:::O '.:as ::he first uase a::d it opera:~ed strictly on an 

c:-:: ~ri;::.e::.tcl basis !..n the early stcges. I tr_ink tr.e Eexi Station l:m.:.ght 
one storey 

this property. (a/S:;:-anish Color:.ial sto!'le house) through LIHOUSI:·IE (cC.eck to 

be sure). Later this house began to fall apart. Th:!.s base l-Ias closed vhen 

the Stat~on got \-iord that the photo of "uniden r.1an1' -;.:as beir:.g released to the 

public by the l-.Tarren Co::mdssion. The photo operators \orere moved to another apt 

nea,rby. The property •,:as sold (u..."lder an operational agree::-cent t.rrith LTI-IOl.JSDlE 

for a long term lease on the top floor of a new apartment bldi!'lg to be built 

on this site). LILYRIC was planned ~s an alternate photo base to LD•ITTED. 

It was in ~ upper ~torey ~jrd floor -check) on the s~e side of the street . 

as LINITED but in the middle of the block South. It had a sla.i:l.ted view of 

the front gate of the Soviet Em.bassy. The agents in LI!.fiTED and LILYRIC {both 

Hexican fanilies) as far as we knew, 'Lvere not acquainted 1.-rith each other .. 

LILYRIC 'f..ras a rented apart:1ent. LICALLA, the third photo site, "t-ras located 

in one o.f a:row of four houses on the South side of the Soviet Er:bassy compound 

which the Hexico Station purchased in about 1958 (check date), also us;:1g 

LH!OUSTI-IE as the l-'urchaser . (check). This site overlooked the back garden of 

the Soviet Er.lbassy conpound. The purpose of this operation \·:cs to get good 

identification photographs of the Soviet personnel (;,:ho at th~t time Vt'3re largely 

unidentified in i·!axico Station records). The three photo sites \iere ha.:.!dled by 

',Ramgn Alvarez\ {l,fexican citizen of U.S. mother 

\Ramo~- ~collected the fiL"ll Q!;t}if·e·m·P"''!.,~ .• ~~ from LIHITED 
\ ' 

and LILYRIC t.b..ree times a 1...reek. His sister's 

developed and printed the film into 8x10 c:::mtact pri:1t strips. The I'!'.aster plan 
·~ {~"'-.:~ 

,_:as for LICALLA film to ".;e. processe~i!lside,..,.TSD !:J.a!1 from 1957 to 1959 
L...------' 

resigned) could not handle the volume and ~s the tmprocessed film.began 

to accu:r.ulate, the i!'lside CO (1-:.ar.oney) beca:ne disgusted and took the filn out 

fori Ra-'llon 1 s' br-:-• ther-in-lat-: to process (probably early 1959).. Thus:Ra-;;,on be cane 

the handler for all three photo ~.ses. A sensitive staff D r.:oni taring operation 
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\-~as run out of another ohe of these houses (crypt for the four . houses ~-:as 

.,. T'"!J~'i' '1 tn) J...--~u.::> ... ; , C .... • This 1rras ha:,dled by Glen HIDDE~I (outside TSD officer} n!'lci 

H.ahoney using HQ TDY teams for ~onitoring. This operation ~-:as also separate 

.from LICALLA. The· tvro houses in betueen '.-:ere rented to unsus~ecti!1.g t·enants .. 

c. -1-~obile sur-veillance <ras developed by P .. nderscn a!";.d later placed 

· ll..'1.der !,iahoney and Josep_~ Sancho. This te~:i consisted of' a hal:t 

dozen. or so agents who used three to for~r late ncdel cars 2lld a 

pa'nel truck ('t-:hich could be used on stake ..... outs .for photo covera::e) • 

The plan was to activate this group b'rJ radio (.from LII•IT'i:'.ED !lASE) 
Soviet 

when so:::J.eone ·o.f interest left the/E=lbassy gate and stay ,,;ith then. 
. . 

.. ~.-
.· .. ·.: ·;:· 

.i.mtU they made their meetings.. These agents J..r.netv about the L:C·!I~!!-.0 
- . 

SASE because they had L:C.ii'i:'ED photos for identification purp-::.seS" •.. 

. ,This worked fairly 'ltrell untU about the r.dddle of 1958 (check data) 

when one of the s~·eillance agents got too close to his target ar~ 

1rras a.rre~~ed by the i'fexican transit police and turned over to the 

*exican Secret Service. By the time the Station could arrar~e through 

a cleared attor~ey to baU him out :;(Judd Austin ~i th~~Goodric:h; ) 

Little-and Riquelm.e- firm), the agent. had identif:ted Sancho (Hho vas 

··. l>, 

evacuated across. the border at ~legales by Bob Shaw) B.J.'"ld the i...'1.side- ·· ·(·· ·. 

phone nuznber. o.f Hahoney ( t-rho "t-:as subsequently replaced by Louis --·-~l 
·• . ,. 
I 

Puckett). As a result o.f this .flap, the . LIFF11T project l.·Ias broken 

up into several others. The a~ents \-Tere not changed but 1.-:ere gi"'ren ( ·_: 

Andersen in '1-.andling I > 

Fran..'!{ 
new· crypts. /Estancona 

the phone taps .. Puckett replaced !·:iahoney and handled the r . 

surveillance team (LIE:fTRAF) and the photo bases thro~Jgh ~~nJ 

d. 

intercept handled by Charlie Anderson 
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era, 
Ei::; case· o:f'ficers 

vere leter/Puck~tt, :::tc'.Jert F~ld::uum, cmd. J..lan i:ihite. 

2. was U...':.:'eliable and insecure 2.s characterized b:r the nature :::=-==.-==.==:::::...___, 
,....o_f~~==:;--~------.1 at that tir..e. : 

I H:it!1 \-,rhich HE~ dealt '.!as a hi 

established contact \rith one of them 

in about 1950 or 51. He gave them some 

training (a group of about five surveillance tl~es) 

the files 

t,.;ere poorly organized and often inaccura:.e. Ho~,r and then, ho'.-rever, so:::e useful 

info!"l'l...ati::m \:as developed but it could not be depended upon. ', 

replaced by 
~---------------------=~~--~ 

Hazlitt, ar.d Rooert Feldrr.ann[t~v~ r9:G..:.... lL'- ell-..A..·v) 

Duri.."lg 1958, t.fin Scott met socially some of·the 

~was 

Hahoney, Thomas 

L_ ______ __, 

During this period, the u.s. 
Ambassador Robert C. Hill (reflecting the policy of then Sec State J.F. Dulles) 

. ~· 
was energet1c in organizing groups to "fight co.rr.munism". One of these seeds 

grew into a proposal 

project (LIElrJ'OY) \..rent through about four distressing years of a shakedo\m,. 

LIELEGANT) \-Ias inexperienced, old, a::d greedy. His 
• ·. /. 1 

son r,(LIE.:rVOY-2} ..__.as a .masterpiece of deceit and corruption. 
~-....___...--~--- -----~-~c.... .. --- j 

LIELEG.I\lJT also 

. ul ..... d .... 1 . ' . • 1 ... f LIBIG~""r :r!an~p a ue co.r:~.~ro over -c..r.e rr~nc~pa ager.u. 0 41 The 
r.-=-~==:~-: 

first case officer ,.,.as··Alfo:1so Spera inside with (retired) outside 
1....----;-----' 

ond John (TSD tr·aining officer for surveillance a~d h~ad of the listening 

post vhere th:!.rty tele;hone lines -...rould connect 
·r· ·r.·f~..,;~ ..... ,\,, ~: .~ ~~-: 

:•·:#&'!!&•lw.• A! 

as t,.;ell as a tro:;nscri::::tion roo:n 
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st=:lffed 

de~r.and 

equip::lent-ct enorf.lous costs, and neglecti::1g their part of the 

Spera was replaced 

by Jack Brady ·\-rho found hir>..self in the same pincer n.ove~nt of having Scott 

approve a request by LIELEG.AliT that B::-ady had turned dmm. by the son, LIE:1VOY-2 .. 

. Finally wheri. the cost became exhorbitant and there 't.:as little to show .for it, 

John returned to the U.S. and were replaced 

,··::-

by a TSD officer, Charles Flick, who 1-:as put inside the listenL"lg pos·t to nainta.iU 
· .Brady was reassigned to other duties r.endi~g a transfer. 
the equipoerit./ Scott too~ over the proje.ct as case o:f.ficer r;eetir..g Hith LIELEGANT. 

· · 1 r ~ . . . . ( (i I ll 

He designated A."l...l1. Goodpasture to neet_~~ 1...rith Flick for routine supervision 
. .- ' 

of the listening post, picking up transcripts and tapes. Goodpasture had P~ 

when Scott 1.-ras ill or out of tmm.. Generally, 

' 
all decisions were made by Scott. This \Jas about late 1961. · 

3. Xy neoory is a little vag-o.1e about t!:e origins of the Cuban E::lba~sy but I 

thin.'~{ the staff first developed from a pro-Castro group celebrating on New 

Years eve 1959.. As I recall, it "as a ~akeshift arrangenent of volunteers 

through most of 1960 and 61 with To~ Hazlitt producir.g vol~~inous reports on 

their acth·i ties and recrui tit~g agents right and left a::1ong Cuban nationals in 

Hexico City. 

4. Person.."lel as~igrunents.. Of interest to us nm-1 is who was in Hexico during 

the period prior to Osi-Iald 's visit and the subsequent investigation by the 

·Harren Cor:1:ni[Jsion. To deter::line \lr.o ·.~as there a!ld what they \-!ere doing I 

}~ave ero·.:.ped perso!15 to::et'her chr:nwlogically l-:i th areas of their assign.ilent 
as the 

covering from to 1969 so th~t ~ na!::.es pop up, one can tell t.,rhat 
• .. ~~...\.- t.t.it.v--

reriod they were in !·!sxico and" their assir,runents "'at the -!:.ine. 
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'<1-QOGQo- 0 • ·•• t • 

...•. · ..•. ( C. 
t .... 

' . ., - /...) 

8;'56-6/69 COS Hinston !-1. Scott (deceased) 

DCOS . 7/56 - 7/58 Alf iguez (retired} 
. 1 58 - 12/62 (retired) 

- 9/65 rctired)-
10/65 - 1969 Stanley \?at..son {retired in Mexico) 

Hovrard ·Hunt (retired) 
llilliard Hill {resigned) 
Stannard Sho.rt {retired) ----- I).~.· c~ (.\.._ 

Chie.f i 
9/61 - 64 David {retir~d)-
8/62 - 64 st - \ 
2/64 - 6/65 Ja:tes FlannerJ C/(retired.) _;.._ · 
9/64 - 11/66 Harold Dalghren Asst \ 
10/65 - 196? · Stanl son C/ {retired) -

~~ : ~- -L..,..-~-------:-~--..........,.? 
C\IBA OPERATimrs I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

l 

" . 

I 
l . 

. I 
6/62 - 1/67 Prentice }:~rheine · {ps). i 

(retired ?) · I 
Outside CO· ... I 

SOVIET TPJJ,:SCRIBEP.S 
6/56 - 8/58 Norris Gordon (resir;ned) 
6/58 - 6/63 George Hisko -
6/63 - 70 Boris Tarasoff {retired in Nexico) -
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SU?PJRT .ASS:STS 

1...---~,..,.,.__.,.... phono taps 

(!9~~- 1~?~ ChP-rles ~~de I Chief 
~/5.5-- \... 41 oO 
t:/56 - 1/62 me ""s ancona Chief 
2/60 - 10/64 ThomDe Keenan --
9/64 - 12/67 Hicrael Farmer 

L----=-:--"' 
'photo Cubal'l..s 

c 

l "". ::o . . ...... 
ll , •• ... . . .. ,. . . ' .:....:.·•·; '.:•-: .... .. 

(I . - JD Outside CO 
Dav1d ~·!ILS'?FD (ps) 
retire::d in t-~exico· ,. 

6/59 - 4/64 Robert Zambernardi Cr,esigned l·~e:dco) 
7/59 - 6/62 ~ j(retired) 

.. • . 

... 
5_~_:- 6CL__ Outside .• ~e;ent 

fRamo~JU. v~ (resigned in He:tico) 
- i./59 Harry T. 1'-lahoney 

'-------' (retired Chicago) . 
5/57 - 8/64 A. Goodpasture (alterna:t,e CO-

nnd internal routing) . 
S/58 - 6/63 Louis D. ·?uckett (retired) 
S/63 - lo/6nno..nas-Keenci'il...;..-\ R:.obe.r-J.. H . h. lcl mil. I\ IL. 

65 66 \.filliam Bright ~L~) &. ~ • ~ I ' t : J; 
C......,~ca-

taps 

Hinston Scott (deceased) 
(retired) 

:(outside, no\..r retired) 
~~~------~. ining rept resigned) 
Jolm Brady (retired) 
A. Gcod-oasture ·-

. t>f.:L~~. tA . . 

'.959 - 1969 
~959 ...:. 1960 
~959 - 1960 
~959·- "1960 
.960- 1961 
.962 - 1968 
.961 - 1971 Charles.Flick (outside TSD Staff /~ent - retired)-

!>U..rvei11c::nce 

I , ~~~ . . -. LCretired) 
:j54 ....: 1/59 harr-.r £:iahoney (retired) 
./59 - 1961 Thonas Hazli tt. , 1...' , ) 
.2/62 - 9/67 Robert. Feldmann • \j ~ ~~.:;\..' \... •• \ v 

·sn Outslde tmit 

Glen Hidden (r~tired) ;ss - 12/oJ 
/59 -1~/6!~ J::::seph }:. Re~;igno (ps) Unit blm..rn anJ closed d::;Hn 
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Ab~ut nid 1962 (cl:eck date) L IF.lfl! ~J~ . 
L-------------------~ 

'--L----" 
telephone nu.":lbers of the S:>viet, Cuban, and Satellite E~r,bassies. 

<~~~~ th ti~s ~o~e;:a~~ing:) LIFF.AT L---~-------' 
·. ~fs I recall~; the i·!e:dcans) con."lected 5 Cub<Jn lines, 5 Soviet lines 1 3 Czech, 
\ - ----- - ' ------

2 Polish, -·~md 1 Yugoslav line. The. base:touse listenir!g post had a live 
,.--··· 

.:no!'li tor 1.;ho r.iade short su.rn."':laries of interestir.g conversations for a daily 

resume which was received each day arour.d 8 a.~. (passed by Flick to G:>odFasture 

to get to Scott before 9 a.m.) Later: (when t:he reel was co:lpletely recorded) 

full transcripts vrere typed and passed to the station in the same way, however, 
r· 

t:here was us~ly a time lag of a day or so. Those transcripts \vhich b:ld 

Russian or another langW!ge besides S;:a!'lish or E."'lglish \.ient out of the listening 

post the day after the transcript (of ot:ter conversations on the reel)~as 

t:;ped. The-se reels were taken to another location where t'b..ey were translated 

and typed. 'rn the case of the Russian translations, Boris Tarasoff usually ran 

about a week behind the date of the conversation because of the volume of 

··Russian conversations among the z;,embers of the Soviet E:t:.bassy. During this 
/-~-··:-·- . . 

. / · period . (fall of 1963) the reels were procably being brought into th~ station 

and carried to Boris by. one of the people from the Soviet Section or they may 

have been carried to him by Flick but I think I brought the reel in and gave 
c 

it to take to Boris. 

har:.dled all of the processL:g of Soviet transcripts. Hy job involved screening 

the photographs as soon as we learned ttat the !'!'!an calling· hinself Os\-~ald was 

probably an A:ierican. However, here again t:here was a backlag because the 

photos were picked up three times a week but the ones p:i.ci.:ed up Here usu.Jlly 

for dates a few days previously because 
i.--===~' 

the film on a 

night ti~e basis. Phofographs \orere made usually until one roll ·uas used but 

later \.Je got it chanfed to one day coverage on each roll - in other \-:ords the 
. b ................ 

operators;, cJ.enred the Ca:::era each day \.'hether there Was Rnif.•::·d~~ a full. 

roll of film e:r.p::>sed. Instructions \.iere to cover office hours, photogra~h each 
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new SoYiet and fa::'.ily, all fo~··:dgn~:::rs m:.d .forelc;n lieenee plates. F.u.:nan 

error did o_:::cur. but generally the ar:;ents t-:ere co.nscientious. The Cuban 

e:abassy coverage had more so;:l:isticated equip:rrent (a pulse ca:·.era) but it 

frequent.ly deYelc~ed F,echa!'l:cal difficulties. Bob Za"lbar.:tardi. and 

(I thin."<) !'.a!'l.dled this fiLm - pick .up a!'ld del i.very. Lbrna r:acXay scree~:ed 

the film .inside the station. 

I am certain that the Os'.r:ald call came to our attention from the 

Soviet line. It 1.-ras picked u;~ and taken to Boris for a translation because 

the caller ,.:as tryi!'lg to s;oeak Russian. Any delay lias caused by '"ai ti:::g to 

co:r.pa:r.e tr.e photographs -with the typed trensc.ript. There \.rere no copies of 

transcripts everf made in languages oth;r than Spanish or English because irlin 

Scott cocld read only tho::e t,.:o languages ar.d he :;::ersc::1ally screened the 

transcripts for operatior.al leads he \.ranted purst:.ed. 
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/ TUESDAY 1th OCTOBER 1963 
Cov~rqge: 900 to 1900 

( ' 

''. I, 

Log Fila 144 
20 Eaxp 

1 1251 2ti"R.'t pla~ican con KAZ en el j ard1n 

2 u •• u n n n u n u u . n n n n u !'. u u u u 

( 
,. 

W~ather 1/100 
Camera Setting 3.5-2.5 8 

~~x:&%&re..~~~%..~&%&%&%&,~&;~%&r~~&%&r~ro&%&%&%&%&%&r.~oSe~&.~&~~&%&~~u{i&%&%~'~8r1os.rc&%&,~% 
... W;;:D?iESDAY 2 OCTOBER 1963 CoY~rage: 900 to 1900 

._:· ....... ~ .. '\ .... :~ . ' 

.. "·3 i1139 ANOV out UMW a Norte por Tacubaya-Da.apida DEN-en Chev 375 

5 1150 U M M . ou't ·a Norte por Tac~ba,ya· en Ford37 vercht{entr61141) 71033 DF 
' ' ' 

.6 1205 LEON : "in ·. 2UR.\I de Oriente por Chicontepec de Falcon 372 

7 n u "· u n .e n "· tt ' "· ·,, u n n n n n tt u n ., •• " ts u u ., u n n n u n n n '' n u n 

B 1216 U M M ~::.···:in de Sur por Tacubaya de camioneta Chev(aali61218) 52137 DF 

g.eD·.·i;. 
. 10 .. " tt ., " .. ., .. " It 

d~ Sur por Tacubaya . -
. ~ l'f.v~t 'Cf n ·u tt n u u .. " , ... 1> o~--·-

out a Norte por Tacub~a 

tt n n u tr u n n n tt n u n n n 

14 1248 VAZQUEZ ·out a Norte- por Tacubaya 

15 tr ., . ., u u tt u u n n nun tt u n nun 11 u 

16 1259 TIPO out a Norte por Tacubaya de Chev (entr& 1218) D 167 
~~&r~%&ro&%&~~&%&~&ro&%&~~1o&o/o&%&o/o&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&,~&%&%&%&~&~~%&%&o/.,&%&Yo&~~;t,&";{&%&~ 
THURSDAY 3 Ocoob~r 1963 Ooverage: 900 to 1900 

171200 UMW in de Norte por Tacubaya 

18 1204 u :P.J w out. a Norte por Tacubaya en Taxi 8882 DF 

19 ?? u u .. " tt n n tt n n n n tt u n It " " " tt u tt n u It Httftl) 

• 
20 1213 U J.J M in de Sur por Tacubaya 

21 1222 U M M out a Sur por Tacubaya 

0000174 

!' . , r· -7 
'·- c J? \I I 0 I --:- ··f -'.· -· ... --,... _, ... 




