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Suoject: Background on Mexico Station Support Assets
(Coverage of Soviet and Cuban Embassies)

1.

[ 1(by Bill Doyle) uatil arrival of Yin Scott as COS in 195, Charles

Anderson III (stiil in LA/HQ} had developed a support apparatus to2REs

lcoverage. From the time the Mexico Station was onened in

exploit leads from the Soviet Embassy. This umbrella type project (LIFEAT)
consisted of multi line phone taps, three photo sites, a mobile surveillance

team and a mail intercept operation.

a. Fhone ﬁaps were placed by,

handled by David NILSTED (pseudo). The pumber of lines
v .
4

" RSN At cn s . . .
tapped was limted by availability of a listening post nearby

(since the taps vere not rmade in the main central) and English/
Spanish (Soviet, Polish, Czech, etc) transcribers. Generally
these acents (mostly Mexican or Mé%ican American) were related
(mhlch the station at that time felt was good security in that

if theyAtalked about shop, they would talk to each other.)

b. Three photo sites were handled by Arderson with the kelp
‘of Harry Mzhoney (retired, living in‘Chicago) and TDY TSD
people checking the best type of camera, film, and concealment
devices., These had éub—cripts und;r LIFEAT (LIMITED, LILYRIG,
and LICALIA). LIMITED was a fived site bang opposite across
the street from the front gate of the Soviet Embassy which had
both a vehicle and foot entrance. The Soviet gate 'was on the
Northl'est corner.of their compound and LIMITED was diagonally

across a double Larrelled street on the Southoast Sorogtet
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" _Bemon Alvarez (Mexican citizen of U.S. mother.

]
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that block. LIMITID was the first bLese and it onerated stirictly on an

o -erinentel basis In the'early stages, I think the Plexi Station Lo“bhf

one storey

this propsrty (a/Sranish Colornial stone house) through LIHOUSINE (check to

be sure). Later this house began to fall apart. This base was closed vhen
the Station got.wﬁrd that the photo of "uniden man" ?as being released to the
-public by.uhe Warren Cozmission. The photo operators vere moved to another aﬁt
nearby. The property ﬁés sold (under an operational agreement with LINOUSIVE
for a long tgrm'lnase on the‘ﬁop fioér of a new apartment blding to.be built
on this site) LILYRIC was planned 2s an alternate photo base to LIMITED.

It was in an upper storey (3rd floor ~chec&) on the same side of the street

as LIMITED but 1n the middle of the block South. It had a slantéd view of

the front gate of the Soviet Esbassy, The agents iﬁ~LIMITED and LILYRIC (both
Mexican families) aS faf as ve knew, were ndt acquainted with each oth%r.
LILYRIC waé é rented épartnent LICALLA, the third photo 81tn, uas locaued

in one of a 'row of Pour houses on the South side of uhe Soviet Embassy c0ﬂoound

. which the Mexico Station purchased in about 1958 (check aaue), also using

LIMOUSINE as the purchaser (check). This site owerlooked the back garden of
the Soviet HEmbassy conpound. The purnose of this.op:ratlon wes to get good
identification photographs of the Soviel personnel (vho at that time were largely

unidentified in Mexico Station récords). The three prhoto sites vere handled by

\Ranon collected the film eidestesintlwmpiim from LIITED

and LILYRIC three times a week. His sister's husband B

developed and prlnted the film into %xlO contact print strips. The master plan
N fai—
vas for LICALLA film to e processed 1n51de JSD man {rom 1957 to 1959

/ - resigned) could not handle the volume and as the unprocessed film began

to accumulate, the 1&51de CO (i‘ahcney) became disgusted and took the £ilm out
for:Ramon's' brathker—in-law to process (probatly early 1959). Thus' Ramon became

the ha.dler for all three photo hoses. A sensitive staff D ronluorlna operation
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wvas run out of another ohe of these houses (crypt for the four houses was
LI:UST, 1, cte). This was hardled by Glen WIDDEN (outside TSD officer) and
lahoney usi

from LICALLA; The two houses in betucen uwere rented to unsusrecting tenanta.
" . ¢, -liobile surveillance was developed by Arnderscn and later placed
-ﬁhdér Mahoﬂey and Joseph Sancho. This tezn co nhi"* ed of a half
‘ doie; or so agents who used three to Ionr late Mcdel cars ana a
‘The plan vas to actlvate tblu group by radio (from LIMITED 34SE)
~.untll_tney made their meetings. These agents knew ebout the LLITED
This vorked fairly well until about the niddle of 1958 (check date) | -
when one of the surwelllance agents got too close to his targeu and

'was arrested by the Mexican transit pollce and turned over o uhe

-'_a cleared attorney to ball hinm out (Juad Anstln of the Goodrlch y if

‘ thtle and quuelme flrm), the anent had 1dent1f:ed Sancho (wno wes

. phone number of Mahoney (who was subsequently replaced by Louis )

SEan
-3 (\5:1:.%51{ 4

ng HQ TDY teams for monitoring. This operation was also separate

pénel uruck (khlch could oe used on staxe ouss for photo coTera:; e)

Soviet
vhen so“eone of interest left the/Exmbassy gate and suay with then

SASE teBause they had LIHITED'photos for identification purposes.:.

Mexican Secret Serv1ce. By the time the Statlon could arrange through

/

evacuated across the border at Nogales by Bob Shaw) and the inside—— | "

Puckett); As a result of this flap, the LIFFAT project was broken

up into several others. The agents were not changed but were giwven

Frank .
new crypts. /Estancona and | ren‘aced Andersan in handlmb =
the phone taps. Puckett replaced ! ahonoy and nzndled the

surveillance téam (LIFJTRAF) and the photo bases through§g§§§§}

d. LIBIGHT was the crypt used for a | mail

intercept handled by Charlie Anderson III,
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. iz case officers

AITonso Spera,
vere lzter/Puckstt, Rolert Feldmann, end Alan Vhite.

2. was unreliable and insecure as charae terized by ithre nature

of at that tine, -

witk vhich ve dealt was a hip pocket groun

1 YeStablished contact with one of them

' (later LIFIRE group) in about 1950 or 51. He gave them some

training (a group of about five surveillancs types)]

the files

vere poorly organized and often inaccurate., HNow and then, however, soze useful

information vas developed but it could not be depended upon. ﬁ:::::::ﬁvas

replaced by , Mahoney, Thomas

Hazlitt, ard Robert Feldmann. &wa QJ&E«— Tl ‘—"—uﬁ‘v‘)

During 1958, Win Scott met socially some of‘theﬂ l

' During this period, the U.S.

Ambassador Robert C. Hill‘(reflecting the policy of then Sec State J J Dulles)

s
w®

was energetic in organizing groups to "flcnt communisn®, One of these seeds

grew into a proposal’

This

project (LIE IVOY) went through about four distressing years of a shaledown,

(LIELEGANT) was inexperienced, old, and gresdy. Eis

son (LIEJVOV~27 was a masterplece of deceit and corruption. LIELEGANT also

manipulated cortrol over ike principal agent{of LIBIGZTj l The :
Tirst case officer was-Alfonso Spera inside with{I } l(retired) outside B

. g |
and John (TSD treining officer for surveillance and head of the listening |

post where thirty telerhone lines vould connect as well as a transcriztion room

lffi’il'f”’ﬂ

[

[N



0000

staffed oy

ztion tried vo n.ebt every

demand | Bothﬂ:::::]and John hed larguage difficulties and

persconal problems associated with being outside the stsiion _J

‘.all‘decisioﬁs were made by §cptt; This was about late 1981.-

equipment ot enoruous costs, and neglecting their part of the bargain{[:::::::]

sera was replaced

p—

by Jack’Brady' Wno found himself in the same pincer nove;@nt of haang Scott
approve a2 request by LIELEGENT that Brudy had turned down bj the son, LIiEsV0Y-2.
Finally when the cost became exhorbitant and there vas llt tle to show for it,

it

the project was rnvarped. and John returned to the U.S. and were replaced

by a TSD offlcer, Charles Flick, who was yut inside the llstenwﬂg post to malntaln
.Brady was reassigned to other duties rendirg a transfer.

the equlpnent / Scott toox over the project as case officer neeting with LIELEGAIT.

. _ {6 ly] .

Ee desivnated Ann Goodpasture to meet,d&’ ‘;D with Flick for routine supervision

of the liatan-ug post, plck_uo up transcripts and tapes. Goodpasture hed no

bexcept when Scott was i1l or cut of town. Generally, :'

[

3. Yy memory is a little vague about the origins of the Cuban Exbassy but I

through most of 1960 and €1 with Tom Hazlitt producing voluminous reports on

think the staff first deve loped from a pro-Castro group celebrating on New {-

Years eve 1959. As I recall, it was a makeshift arrangement of volunteers

their aCu‘"ltleS and recruitivg agents rlpht and left among Cuban nationals in
llexico City.

Lo Personﬁelhassignments. Of interest to us now is who was in Mexico durihg
the period prior to Oswald's visit and the subsequent investigation by the
VWarren Commission. To determnine vho vas there and what they were doing I

kave grouped persons torether chronologically with areas of their assignment

A — as the
covering from[::::}to 1969 so that ifxmidkey names vop up, one can tell vhat
S L

reriod they were in Mexico and\tholr aq31vnmentsAat tke vim
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8/56-6/69 C€COS  Winston M. Scott (deceased)

DSOS | 7/56 - 7/58 Alfonso Rodrisuez (redired)
- 10/58 ~ 12/62 | ] (retired)
"6/63 -~ 9/65 Klan White (retired)—

10/65 - 1969 Stanley Yatson (retired in Mexico) - ¢

COVERTY ACTTOY v

_§ Howard Eunt (retired)
5 ~ 7/58 Williard Fill (resigned) - ! =
12/56 - 9/61 Stannard Short. (retired) —ﬂﬂ*_“‘glﬁ@ -

. "~ Chief -
'9/61 - 3/64 David Phillips C/(retired) — ,
8/62 ~ 9/64 { Asst = ‘ i a
2/64 - 6/65 Janes Flannery C/(retired) —.
9{?4 -,11/96 Harold Dalghren A?st )
10/65 - 1967 - Stanley Vatson G/ (retired) -

66 - 63 ‘
68 - T 5 ;

CUBA OPERATIONS - L . ‘ N .

56 ~ 4/62 Tromas Hazlitt Chief R

2/60 - 4/62 /] ] b

4/é3 ~ 4/65 Eob Shaw Chief — ~ R

9/63 - 7/65 tinad) — I

10/63 - 5/65 Lorna Mackay (®* o
- 8/é3 ~ 6/65 David Fhillips Chief (patarad)—
- 9/65 ~ 10/68 Joseph Piccolo :
10/65 - 12/67 1

- - 7

g 8 D DT 2

. SOVIET TARGET ‘ : o
6/57 - 10/59 Louise Iyon (rtmsd}  6/62 — 1/67 Preatice Marheine (ps)
9/59~ 8/65 Chief - (retired ?) ol
9/59 - 8/65 / 2 " Quiside CO
5/64 - 7/66 William Bright : ' :

- 4/65 - 11/67 Cynthia ¥ausmann
6/65 - 7/67 MAlice Pittinger
7/65 - 4/69 Paul Dillon Chief

SOVIET TPANSCRIBERS
6/56 ~ 6/58 Morris Gordon (resipned)
6/58 - 6/63 George Misko —

6/63 ~ 70 Boris Tarasoff (retired in Mexico) -
ORDET
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SuDV‘DT ASSETS

|

_ Fohono tﬂﬁs

1949 ~ 1961 Cbrrles Anderson III Chief 1:::::]J'Outslde co
Z/55 z,/loo (] David WILSTED (ps)
L/56 ~ 1/62 ¥rznk Estancona Chief . retlred in Mexico-"
2/60 ~ lQ/ Thomaé Keenan ~ .

7/04 - 12/67

ilickael Farmer

BroBPp G0 o OB p g

_CubansA

photo

6/59 - 4/64
7/59 ~ 6/62

[ lohoto -Soviets
7 - 2/59 Harry'T. Mahoney
(retired Chicako) -

esigned Mexico)
(retired)

Roberthémbernardi {

ok

56 - 68 0uuszca ﬂceﬂu

5/57 - 8/64 A. Goodpasture (alternete CO — T
' and internal routing)
5/58 ~ 6/63 Louis D. Puckett (retired) [ SN
5/63 — lo/67 Thomas Keenan = ‘foberk M. o ld mar e h?zlﬁ»uck :
€5 — 66 William Bright 5'{3)4.3 ) 63 \l/
= O lsdnmn, - orifﬂtﬂ4 L’“t
i‘g ' : ' ) R “u‘.\..d—e-— -

-

[::::::Lpho 12 paps

1959 - 19469 Vlnston Scott (deceased)
959 — 1960 Alfonso Spera (retired)

1959 - 1960 | |'(outside, now retired)
1959 - 1560 John (Training rept resigned)
960~ 1961 John Brady (retired)

862 - 1968 A, Goodpasture - ' _
961 — 1971 Charles Flick (outolde TSD Staff Agent - retired) —

[::::::}~ surveillance

T —
/54 — L/59 —Harry Fzhoney (retired)

/52 - 1961 Thomas Hazlitt .

2/62 ~ 9/67 Robvert Feldmann qu kuinkf

SD Cutside unit -

/58 - 12/63
/59 -4/64

Glen Yidden (rotired) —
Joseph . Resigno (ps) Unit blown and el
[Smamey
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About nid 1962 (check date) LILJ.OYﬁ

C[::::::}telephone,numbers of the Soviet, Cuban, and Satellite Enbassies.

——- - 3

9,

2 POllSh, und l Yugoslav line., The erouse listening post had a live

[¢2
1 ®
0

Amonltor who made sboru sumnaries of interesting conversations for a daily

resume which vas received each day around & a.n. (passed by Flick to Goodpasture

to get to Scott before 9 a.n.) Later;(when the reel was'comcletely recorded)

full tra;scripts vere uyped and passed to the statlon in thc same uaj, however,
there was usually 2 tine lac of a day or so. Those transcripts which héd
Ru331an or another langugse besides Sp a11sh or Encllsh »ent out of the listening
post the day after the transcrlpt (of otker conversations on the reel)mas-
tv*-d. Th ese reels we;e taken to another location where they were traaslated

end typed. In the case of the Russian translations, Boris Tarasoff usvally ran

about a week behind the date of the conversation because of the volume Of

_Russian conversations among the nembers of the Scviet Eubassy. During this

A -period’ (fall of 1953) the_reels were protably being brdught into the staticn

and carried to Boris by one of the people from the Soviet Section or they may

have been carried td him by Flick but I think I brought the reel in and gave

it to to take to Boris.,

handled 211 of the processi.g of Soviet transcripts. Ny job involved screening

the photographs as soon as wé learned thet the_man'célling'himself Osvald was
probably an Anericen. However, here again there was a backlag because the
photos were picked up three times a week but the ones ﬁicked up were usually
for dates a few days prefiously becaused:::::::::])proée;sed the film on

night time basis. Phd%&graphs vere made usually until one roll tas used bub

later ve got it changed to one day coverage on each roll - in other vords the
L

operators;éleared the carera each day whether there was angnﬂ&knxnx;n a full .

roll of film expossed. Instructions vere to cover office hours, photograzh each

| CObbi'zi .
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the caller wés trying to speak Russian. Any delay vias caused by waiting to

Scott could read only thoze two languages zrd he rerscnally screened the

new Soviel and fanily, all foreigners and foreign lieenee plates. Fuman
error did oczcur but generally the zgents were conscientious. The Cuban

exmbassy coverasge had more sorhisticated equipaent (2 pulse carera) tut it

f}equently develcred mechanical difficulties. Bob Zambarazrdi and

(I think) handled this film - pick up and delivery. Lorna !zcXay screened
the film inside the station.

I am certain thet the Oswald call came to our attention from the
Soviet line. It was picked u: end teken to Boris for a translation because
compare the photographs with the typed transcript; There were no copies of

transcripts-evegyfkmde in languages other than Spanish or English becausé Win

transcripts for operationel leads he wanted pursuved.
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