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l. Attached het~e\·lith ·j s an edited vel~s ·ion of the memorandum 
on Kessler's al~tir.::le in the t·IC1sht!.!..8tQL'., .. Post forwarded to you on 
27 Nov(-;m!:>er '1976. 

2. In an effort to obtain all the information that is avail~ 
able on this matter~ the Office of Security, at the behest of the 
Inspector Gener·a ., , has i ni t·i a ted a fonna.l secw~i ty i nves t-i s1ati on 
into the reported lev.ks. This ·is to be confined to e1n analys·is of 
Agency files o.ncl l~ecords and to present and former /l.gency ernp 1 oyees, 
including the translator formerly assigned to the 11exico City Sta
tion) the typist c.t the StC\'cion at that tirne and fvlr. David Phi'l'!-ips. 
They state that it is vit'tli(ll'ly imposs·i!Jle to estirnr~t.e the length of 
timE: it ~.tril'l take to cor!duct these invest'igations. · 

3: The Office of the Goneral Counsel has been engaged since 
April 1976 in p2rusin9 the Oswald 201 files~ page by page, for 
FOil\ pur-roses. It ·is e:;t·imated that 75 percent of that nw.ter·ial 
cor.ta·inin~l i\gency infon112Jtion \,:-ill be san·itized, if ne_edc:d, and 
dech.ss·ified by nrid-D2cemb:=r 1976. The ·infonnation r'elating to 
telephon2 taps in !··lexica City, ho':Jevet',· has been de-leted.· The 
Oswald 201 files consist of 11 1/2 safe drawers uf material. 
Oth?.r fi'les \·rith poss·ible relevance to the ~ssass·inat-icn of Presi
d2nt Kc~nnedy ·include the follmving: 12 sah: dr'av;c;rs of Cuban Opet-(1-
tions r;mtel~ii11 thut is b2in0 nyiew2cl in connectiOi'! 1·rith the 
Schi·ic-~·fkr:r· 1·eport; 2 l/~ s::1re drm·Jei·s of nEti:eJ'ial in· the Office of 
Sect.w'ity~ Vill'Yino uinOLmts of rcL:Jted material ·in the !!:e>:·ico C'it.Y 
Station f lcs~ s~ft files; Rocca files; CI/SJG files; OGC files 
and [)(.;I f IPS. 

Ei' Jhi'l.lFT 



·' 
• I. ... 

... 

( 

{b-3 
4. The Inspectcw Gr::ner(\1 has also r mmended tha · the r~exico 

Branch of LA Division send a cable to the inquiring 
as to what records may still be there relating to the period of 
Oswald's vis"it to Mexico and aften'Jards. lis of this date, ~·Je have 
not located the original transcripts of the telephone intercepts of 
Oswald's 1963 telephone conversations in Jviexico City. ~·le at'e hoping 
that the present intensive search will unearth them. 

· 5~ The kinds of information cun~ently being deleted by the Of
fice of Genera·! Counsel from Oswald documents under Fn~edom of Infor
mation are as follows: 

a. Information confirming the existence of an /~gency 
station in a named city (country) abroad. 

b. Cryptonyms and pseudonyms. 

c. Identities of Agency staff employees. 

d. Identities of agents (foreign intelligence sources). 

e. Revel u.t~ ons concer·ni ng the Agency 1 s use of i.denti
fiable operational tactics, techrdques or equ-ipment. 

f. Confir·mation of the exi5tence of liaison agreements 
or working relationships with identified or identifiable 
foreign intenigence and security scrv·ices. 

~~. Revelation o? information' teceived from foreign 
liaison services; obtained under agreement~ that ~o~nitted 
the Agency to protect the facts of the liaison arrangements 
and any information received under· it, to protection against 
unauthorized disclosure. 

h. In a nurnber of instances the kind of ·information 
cited above, if subject to public disclosure, would still 
(thirteen years later) have a damaging effect on U.S. 
f01·e·i9n affair·s, national secul·ity intet·ests and/or 
intelligence operations ·and classification is still 
jus t:i h ab 1 e tmde1· Execu t:i ve Or·der lJ G~i2. 
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i. Identities of Agency components and internal 
Agency filing instructions. 

j. Information concerning activities or behavior 
patterns of people not even incidentally _involved in 
the assassination whose personal privacy would be un
justifiably invaded should the information be released. 

k. Identities of U.S. law enforcement officials. 

6. I cannot guarantee that the OGC sterilizations, following 
~;uidelines described in the a·ttached memorandum, are generally as 
minima ·1 as you may \</ant. As you can sE~e, this process has been 
going on since_last April, thus it would be a major undertaking to 
begin a1l over aga·in. I will look further ·rnto this, but if you 
ultimately conclude that·there should be a different standard for 
FOIA t~eleases on this subject than on others, we may have a very 
large job ahead Of us. DDO, OGC and the FOIA office should be 
heaxd from. 

7. With ~egard to the Sprague investigation, our i~tention 
would be to let Sprague or his investigators have generally un
fetten;-d access to our relevant fi"les her,:: in this bu·ilding. Those 
documents he wishes to take out would be given a minimal steriliza
tion. Those docwnents which he wishes to have taken out and declas
sified would be sterilized for that purpose. I anticipate that the 
problems will 6ccur as we disagree over w~at may be declassified. 
His instincts will be to want to put as much as possible in the 
public domain. But, we will have to face thoSe bridges when we 
come to them. Much will depend upon the kind of~agreement OLC 
\\ri 11 be ;:tb 1 e to ne9oti ate ·j n advance on security lnatters. 

f'.t:tvchment - a/s 

cc: OGC \'1/att 
OLC w/att 
Assistant to DDCI w/att 

John II. Wa 11 er 




