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17 July 1962

MEUORAKDUM FOR:  Chief, W/l

. SUBJECT . + BARKZR, Bernard L.

{201-251639)

1. The Subject, an operational asset of both Havana station

' end JWE, is currently in the Washineton, D.Cs ares at the -

suggestion of Ifr. Howard HUNT, in an effort to resolve his citie..
genshbip status, He was interviewed by a representative of
WH/L/S0 on 15 July 1761 at the Shoreham Hobtel to develop all |
available background information concerning his loss of citizen-
ship and previous steps taken to restore it.

2, BARKER was borm 17 March 1917 at. -Bavana, Cuba of &

- pative-born U.S. father and 2 Cuban mother. His birth was recordsd

2% the U5, Fmbasoy and hs was recosnized as having acquired U.S.
eitizenship by birth throush the citizenship of his father. “Ea

traveled, not on a U.3. passport, but.on an identity card prochining»

his U.8. citizenship. Durinz Yorld War IT, he entered the U.3s -
doxy My Corps, wis snot down on his 12th mission over Germany

and was a prisonsr of war for 16 months, Ha was honorabl,y separz’t_ed -

ua&pum

3., In 1990, along with aevera.l Coban~born, UeSe ciﬁz*ns uho
Were war veterans, he ontered the Cuban police forcs, vhers his
bilingual ebilities soon brought him advancement. . He vas, at this
{ims, in contaat with Mr. SPEANS, the FDI representativs at the
Amsrican Enbassy in Havana, and also worked closely wih the- -~ -
Treasury representative in. breaking up two marcotics rinzs plying

between Florida end Cubz, Ya.cseyved as escort for Mrs. THUVAN and N

Harzaret on thelr visit w ..u.ba, for which: he received = -'hitc g
House commendation. , '

L. In BARKER's. opinion, he ‘becane the ‘object of pmoml
spite on the part of an wmamsd Embassy staff member, who took
gction Yo vevoks his citizenship status based on his mesbership in
the Cuban police. -In an sifort to rectify his plight, ¥r. S7F2A38,
ihe Enbassy FBI reprosentative, sent hi.u to Dr. Mario LAZO, & ;
leading Havara attornsy, to prepare the case for a pler to- rcmn '
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: . gitizenchip. According to BARKER's recollection, this occured

L in 1953. Dr. LAZO compiled a formidable file on the Subjsct’

; . and was in commmication with a Washington, D.C. lezal firm,

e which BARKFR dimly recalls as that of Edward Bennott WILLTAMS,

o who was to handle the case locally. A private bill was intro-
duced in the 83rd Conzress by Congressman WILLIAMS of New Jersey
%o restore the Subject's citizenship, bubt BARKER does nob know
why no actlon was taken'on the bill. At the time, he was in
financial difficulties and took a job as a tractor driver cut-

side Havana for about 8 months, in which period he had no comtact

with Dr. LAZO, who, a3 BARKER believes, interpreted his failure

%o appear in the office as a lack of interest in pressing the case
%o a successful conclusion.

 §, BARKER knows that Dr, LAZO and WILLIAMS had comiled a
¥ery lengthy and documsnted file on his background, incl\xding his
military record and awards from the Army Air Corps. Currently,
BARKER 13 traveling on & Cubanpassporba.ndis in the U.S, as an
'SP" paroled to Bernie REICHARDT.

6. The Subjec’ pointed out that Dr. Mario LAZO entersd the
T.8. aboud onth agzo and is now in the Washington area; he
believes is in contact with him. He kncws Dr, LAZO i3
familier with all details of his case and gould confirm ths .
ddentity of the Jashington attorney who handled the litigation
lonally.  BARKER recalls visiting the attorney's offics in Hashe
ington on ons occasion, and Dennet WILLIAMS wns the name he’
‘vecalled, He believed the liwvyer was involved in the Scuator
HoCarthy hearings.

9. Based om the absve in.tomtim, the follmd.ng recometid-
‘ations ars madas

S Be Mre | nbe requested to ascertain from Ur.
Marie LAZO nams of the Washington law {irm which hoadied
Subject's case in 1953, and the reason for the failurs of the
special bill,
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be The Office of General Counsel be completely briefed
— on SubJect’s case and be requested to furnish guidanse op
take appropriate action to ag:ist the Stbject, whether by
special Tegislation or other mears s Yo regain his U.S, citizenship,
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