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17 July 1961

MENORANDUM FOR: Chief, Wi/l

. SUBJECT s BARKZR, Bernard L.

(201-251639)

1. The Subject, an operalional asset of both Havana statian
and JUTE;, i3 cwrently in the Washinston, D.C. area at the .
suggestion of Mr. Howard HUNT, in an effort to resslve his ci.ti.- -
genship status, He was interviewed by a representative of
on 15 July 1751 at the Shoreham Hotel to develop all
available background information concerning his loss of citd.zen-
ship and rrevious steps taken to mtore it.

2o BARKER was born 17 Yarch 1717 at Havana, Cuba of
pative-born U.S. father and a Cuban mother. His birth was recordsd
at the U.S. Zwbascy and he was recormized as having acguired U.S.
eitizenship by bilirth throush the citizenship of his father. Ha
fraveled; not on 2 U.3. passport, but on an identity card

his U.S, citizenship. Iuring ¥orld War II, he entered the UJ..

" Army Air Corps, was shot down on his 12th mission over Germany . =
andmaprisonerotvarforlémw. Hamhonmblyseparated
"“Ccﬂﬂmﬂo-“ : s . :

3. In 1950, along with several Onban-bom, U.S. citizens who

‘ were war veterans, he entered the Cuban police force, where his

bilingual abilities soon brought him advancement. He was, at tiis
time, in contact with Mr. SPEARS, the ¥BI representztive at the

A-.'--Amricanhﬂ:assyini’zvam, and also worked closely with the =
. Treasury representative in breakiny uwp two marcotics rings plying
" between Florida and Cuba, Hs served as escort for Ku.wmand.'.

Margaret on their visit to Cuba, for which he Mveda’h’lﬁte
House comendation.

h. In BARKER'S opinion, he Beseme the oblesi of paﬁonm. :
-c“itemﬂzoparb of an wmaned Zmvassy staff mesber, who took
action to revoks his citizenship status based on his membership in
the Cuban police. In an effort to rectify his plizht, Mr. SP?ARS,
the Esbassy FBI representative, sent him to Dr. Mario LAZ0; &
leading Havana attorney, to prepars the case for s plea to regain
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cit.izenship. According to BW(ER'a reeollection, this occured

in 1953, Dr. LAZO compiled a formidable file on the Subject '

and was in communication with a Washington, D.C. legal firm,
which BARKER dimly recalls as that of Edward Bennett WILLTAMS,

who was to handla the case locally. A private bill ‘.8 intro=
duced in the 83rd Congress by Congressman WILLIANS of New Jersey -
to restoro the Subjectis citizenship, but BARKER does not know
why no action was taken on the bill., A% the time, he was in
financial difficuliies and took a job as a %racicr driver ocute -
gide Havana for sbout 8 months, -in which period he had ro contact
with Dr. LAZO, who, a3 BARKER believes, interpreted his failure
%o appear in the office as a lack of interest in pressing the case
to a successful conclusion.

5. BARKER Imows that Dr. LAZO andWEI.IMBhadcmpﬂ.eda :
very lengthy and documented file on his background, including his
‘wilitary record and awards from the Army Air Corps. Currently,
BARKER is traveling on a Cuban passport and is in the U.S. as an
%SP® paroled to Bermie REICHARDT. -

6. The Subject pointed out that Dr. Mario LAZO entered the
U8, about & month ago and is now in the Washington areas he

{8 believes is in contact with him, He mows Dr. LAZO is
. familiar 3 datalls of his case and could confirm the - -
- 4dentity of the Wa.slﬂ.ngton attorney who handled the litigation
‘loecally. BARKER recalls visiting the attorney's office in Washe
_“4ngton on one occasion, and Bennet WILLIAMS wus the nams he

recalled. He believed the lawyer was involved in the Semator

 MoCarthy hearings,

7o Based on the above Momtion, the following recomand
adions are mades

_ D
a, Mr. e requested to ascertsin from Dr. -
Haris LAZO the name of the Washington law {irm which handled

Subject's case in 1953, and the reason for the failure of the - -

spaom bill,
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. - _bo The Office of Oeneral Counsel be. completely briefed

o — ¢n Subject’s case and be requested to. furnish.guidance or.
take appropriate action to-assist the Subject, whether by
special legislation or other means, to regain his U8, citizenship,






