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Caset Meeting with imerican fesily BL.CK, ‘ :

. ws e B

A lorweylan sesman who was in ODE33A on Apeil 2, 1964, had
difficulty &n finalog the cityts larzest Motel. 'while he was
sesrch he was upproached on Lhe street by an imerican-spesking
woman, HULLIC LLOCK, who offered her assistance., She was with her e
husband and duurhter and told him that they were American citiszens
who had lived, among othew places, in Bronx, Nsw York, but had been
living In Odessa for the Past four years. '

B
®

The following dereribes the cccasion in grester details

The source was fhx the Interclub (seamen’s club) An Odessa o
where le tried to buy hussiun caviar, He was rcferred to the . i
hotel Odessa. A hostess at tLhe club said that there were two : i
hotels by that name in the city. He was to go the the largew},
end she explained to him how Lo get there.

The sourcs trisd to flad the hotel but got lost., Twice he
asked Husuimns but wec not understood. The las% time was on the
"boulevard.® Juddenly & woman's volce called out in Znglish from
the other side of an adjoining street, whereupon shs came over to
the source followed by a man and a young girl. In fluent Asisrican
. she asked the source 4f he wwre Lnglish and said that her husband -
and daughter were American and living in Udessa. Without any pare
" tieular cause both she and her husbaend complained loudly about con-
ditions in Odessa without any cunsidersiiun [ur passers-by. The ‘
Russiane to whom the soureu tmd addressed himself stood around a bit
‘before they went further, otherwise there did not appear to be anyons
- vho notised the meeting partisularly. The source sxplained that he .
wag on his way to the hotel vdesse and invited the famlly to accompany
him: They refussd at first becauss they were not dressod well enoush,-
they had soms £rom work, had Just picked up their daughter and wers.
on their vay howe, Vhen the source insistod, they sllowed themnelves.
t0 be pursuadad, ‘Thore were no formal introductions, buy during the
s conversation 4t cams out thet the family wus called BLUCK end the
SEEEN IR wife's first name wur MULLII. .
R Hotel C‘ansa was logutad in the vicinity in . side street which
1e@-0ff from the boulevard, At the entronce to the restuarmnt they
- wera stopped by & walbrues <o protested in iussian., After sons con=
vorgation betwsen Mollde ani the waitrass they were wllowed to enter,
Follis sald the waitrass had thourht the daurhrer was too young but
hud glven in becwise hhe daughter was in the company of hep parents,
: : 1 Al &
The yuests in the pentairsnt were larpaly comprised of ollicers
and soms elvilisne lneluding a me 'Hi"‘ women who, Judging fiom thelp
o
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belavior, were prostitutes., iveryme was nlcely ¢ressed, cansidering
that §t wis :mesia, 30 the Zli-k faxily's retervetlions seersd L0 have
bt & basis, & waitr:ss showed the source and nis party L0 & Lable,
19 the amsz-aemt of the >Slock fazily as well &8 the source, the -
waitress spoke uncerstand<ble ‘nglish, .rinks were ordered and the.
source 3d his puests sat in ths restaur:nt for about § hours, As
they cid earlier on the boulevard, the couple. spoke freely and without
tasiag care Lhat the convepsation #88 not overheard by others, 4%
the closest table 3at two prostituces wio were entertained by several

different officers. It did not appear that they were interveted in-
the sourcé®s party. o

The source guessed MULIIE FIOTK'S age Lo be about 45, Jmall end
plusp, Zozpleteoly black, slishtly curly hair which hid her ears, hark
(beown-tlack}) eyes. iroad mose. she was on the whole quite oclumsily
bullt with short fat lizba and cuite wietirsctive. Ioures felt that
ghe zight be a Jewess with some slavic backriound., <he appeured jntelli-

gent, culck and effective, hectie, vory epocentric and somewhat domin- .

ating. JShe was unusuelly telkativs but a poor lstensr. Jhe ajoke
perfect smerican and, as far as the source was nrble to judge, with

& New York accont, and possessed the quick humor which is typloal in
bew York. 3he was dre.:sed in a tailored coat of a greenish colour, -

worn dress of poor quality, thick woolen stockings, flat and worn =
ghoes. ‘

¥r. BIOCK (iids first name was not mentioned) might be betwsen
§0-45, About 183 em tall, slender, blond hair. Colour of eyem nod
noticed. dight be of Baltic descent. Appeared to be passive and not -
particulsrly intelligent. He spoke little = possibly because he was
interrupted by Mollie as a ruls. 3poke definitely American but ecta=

-’ siomally found it difficult to find certain words. He .ore an old .
. sixpence cap, & faded scerf and an old womn coet of grey and dark prey -

Berring bone patlern which he did not remove in the restaurant,

The daughter's first name seemed to be TINA. Accordirg to “ollde
gz wes 11 years old. Comparatively tall and slender. black haire

7. Large dark eyes, fine features with a slihtly crooked mmam and

somewhst sharp nosse. She appesred pretty; bul the scurce could find

v Bo real femily likeness between her sndeither of the perents, Very -
77T ehildish, poke only Russian and kupt to Mollle the: whole time,
-7 Wewe 8 dark burgundy-coloursd coat, . :

#ollie said thet the whole family wae born in the U.3.4. and

. bhed mostly lived in the fronx, Nuw York, but also for a time in Jan

Fransisco, About L years ago they had moved to the Joviet Unlui and
iived in Qdasse, They were still american citivens. The sourca axe
pressed his si1tonishument 8% the foot that thie wue posaible, nng’
Wollie reluctantly told th:t hr. nlock had been & membap of tha fop=
bidden smerionn Communist Party and that they had therefore potten a

. vigs L2 the Jovist Union, whan the source doubted thut they sould 46411

e Anerican oltivens, s:a-(u. aaid that thelr pesaports wers in boseow
& fset which anyone oculd estavlish by referrlig to the imerican’ Yonsul,
Ameviean Embuogy, [eter Tejayioveki :itrest 19, Moscow. (lhe wimte down
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shortly after their arrival in Cessa they realised th:t this
wss Aot when they 'ad expected. :hey impedistsly besan applying te |

B4 i
¢ Russian suthorities for peruission to retum. ihe spplications had |. ’
: been returned with vurious comménts, usually that they hai to eo to | T

other Russisn authorities. {uis had gone on for ssvversl years sithout’ i? ’
glving any results. (hey had aliost resirned themselves, iwt if they™ A4
were ever to retum to the U.3.A., they would ssttle quistly down : 4
someplace and not tell mnyone that they ha: bees in the mxdxky sovwisd - . 3 -®
vndon, ‘{
Fr, Plock said that he was a "dissel enginesr® and the converse= ) ' {

tim revsaled that he knéw a good deal about diesel machines, e did
not say where he worked, but complained that he was sent from job to
Job without being «ble to concentrate on a special ar-a as he had

done in the U.3.A. As a matter of fact this was an error in all of

the working 1life in the 3oviet Union, he scid. 1o one specislized and -
7o one could do & real job in a particular area. &r, Block earned
somsthing over 40 rubels per month.
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Yo

E8
A
et

A
L

-

. Mollie Block was a teacher at the polytechnical institute in
o ; Odessa. She eamed 40 rubels per month, A chief at the poiytechnical
¢ c institute mxxmix earned 90C rubels per month and had his own home -
ty the Black 3ea, she said bitterly, as an example of the fact that
the class differences were as greabt in the Jovist Union as in the U.3.4.

Both told that they were unpopular among heir colleagues and among
Russians in general because it was their custom to criticize conditions
in the Scviet Union. Had we not been Emerican citizens we would have
. besn sent to Sibsria long ago, said Mollie., Hoth despised Khrushchev.
Conditions were no bstter now than under Stalin, they thought. “ow there
wa® corruption in all areas. Mollie said that unly 3=4. of the popu-
lation of the Soviet Union were accepted as members of the Communist
. Party. No one got into the pesty without having worked hard to do soj
7 but 4f one is the son of & Party c¥tic(a! (pemplit is easier to do so.

. In the beginning the lanpusge had been & difficulty ( in spits of

the fact that they obviously must have had a knowledps of ilussian be~

" fore thelir arrival in the dJoviet Union.) "Russian haes too many synomyms,®
Mr, Block kept repeating while they talked about the lansuuge.

N On the othsr hand they had been fortunate and pot'en & ¢wo-pooa
" gpartment for 19 rubels per month. It did not come out how, for exampls,
_ ‘ Ko leit chen was equipped, but they considered themsalvas lucky in
N gomparison to Husslans in compapabla positions. [ollis wrote .down . th e
gddresss PUlETOPMLOY PORENT 18, APT. 31, ODLMIA = Ud3d, énd the sourss -
* wn imitcd to vieit them or to vrite to them,

The aummor vasation thay had apmé in a 1ittle rusort town in
' the vioinity of DATUM, There the food = partiocularly fruit and vepes
nblu = wa# much chenper snd Letter than in Udessa,

e
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" ¥r. Clock cozplained rarticulirly ' ut the food tn Otessa. te
' hed ¢ifficulties with Lis digestion Lecause of the black tresi hs -
claimed, It was not possible to zet shiite br ad anywhere. excépt

; F |

: in Leningrad and -dscow and there where fureiqn surists s:ayed. iie jv i
; had potien & physicimrx®s certificate saying that he ne:ded white i

! bread, tut Lo no avail. .here w. 9 alia a shortaze of fruits and vege- 1 .

t tebles in JUdesse except waem they were in ssason vw. the surrvunding ¢

k| agricultural districts. Transport of such wares from distant places .
i 42 the Joviet Lalon did not sccur. _ i

. ’ . I ]

They talked & great deal about the U.3.A., and the'source sald - i

that there was no-doubt thit :ollie was locally faumilier with iew York,. _ SF e

On one occasion the source mentioned the place liechawken in connection
with New York. -Mollie corrected him instuntly, saying that wechzwken

was on the ot.her side of the "udaon Hiver and therefore in the uta.u of )
Hew JO!‘”’. ’

The deughter sat cuietly the entire time and staved straicht ahead.-'
Upon boing addressed politely by the source, she giggled childishly,
It is possible that she understood somsthing, but she answered in
Russian via her mother and said that the source ought to come homs
with them and sce her parrott.

P N

. Hollie asked several of the people at the hotel :Lt they might get.
caviar for te source, tut wi.th no resu].t.

The source and his puest.s laft the resta.urant at cloa:lng time -
(mldnight local tims). (n the street iir. block tried to get a taxi
for the source, bul could not get one. Afterwards each went in his

- diroction.

-SOURCE'S COMVENTARY:

. The scurce was sﬁaro ths entire tims that the mesting nigﬁt have
- been srranged. However, hef found no real basis ror this,

- ‘Ha was 8lso awarc of soms lesser irregularities during the event,
hut these could easily have had a natursl explanvidon. : ;

. * The source emphasizes that they asked him for no.-favors or asked

.- him to do nothing except visit them, Ihey showed no euriosity, asked.
littls, and "ollie was too occupiod with what she herself had on her

heart to listen tnd understand whet the source seid, The couple had

7o reservations about sicohol and did not. react to the fact. that the

- @cupce drank little snd meimd sober while they graduslly becams

- quite snimated,
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Uglog as oonvizaed Corumurists “1
Byt whe have bevome @
Onstoned and wand to go bote « ¢ -
3oers Bhew and Lo wax 5T - . B
Molhe, tev New Yorvers nu-: f, Loy .
in Odesse, wby 16 poice’ " o Fats e
theve turned down their request] o o 00" L :
for visas a few weeks ago with-: W . .
aut an explanation. P& o
Ia making her application, AN s 4 M
Mrs. Block pleaded wiat umiess o i
she were permutied to retumi: . M J .
sooi she would probably never R .
see her parents apmn. She sasd] © 0 . ?
that her father, 8¢ vears old, N
was seriously il with a heart M .
allment and that her mother. * : . 1
blind in one eve, was in danger; ) " R Un.166 Pruss lataraationst Radieobote i
of losing her sight altogether, | AMERICANS RETURN RUSSIANS' VISIT: James . McKenzie, second from right, * ? )
. U.B. Offsetals Hopetul &nd his wife, left, flank Me. and Mrs. Vikior Pozduevev and daughter after arriving in . 2 :
United States consular offi.] 1MW by air, At ﬂght_h Ronald McCowan of Portsmouth, Ohio, who belped srrange for | i
. elals :dl!\"‘e thu:k‘i.-l‘:a up t.heM asﬁt; Pocdneyevs 1o visit McKension lant Christmes, and McKenzies o ses May Day Ie Moscow, °
* =27 PIgh A o = I % S - - ® i
. : The officlale sald today that ; ; : . i g
3 ; they were nopeful the ycoup’;e p}l‘ed to AMoscow and appllc? totappllcaumu in the hope umiuw. he traveled to.the Nether. - o i
: ' would get permission to leave. :‘cfvu'“::o ft:"m‘s Embassy furithe intervention of the consulstejlands with the same passpart .
3 They h;osg:mwﬂ that;d ﬂ:::!e h epaé&\bassy had o yieiuuld bring a reversal of thejafier having mitered the date of* . 4
E fying them aa A':nep:l':m citi-|\Washington. Early 'ast year, ajSoviet decislen. - lexpiration. Later in 1958, offi-: . 3
S gens, } decsion was made. The cmbasgy 1.8, Ex v - . |Ci8I8 continued, he obtained u®- i
« . _In the United States Bir.|'%ucd & New passport o Mra 5. Explalus Help | p0espact by using the name and > ]
; . Block all to Block and issued to Mr. Biock Bpecial to The Kew York Time - H
: . was alleged to have been 2 document stating that he i WA birth evidence of his brother, H [
3 A invalved in & number of passport un A:'x-vrtga: cmzs;n o was U““cds?lgf&m&“l\mpﬁl 2 i Samuel Block. q ]
L Do Broseculen 1f he et rmtB il Ty tmad. with the - documenta|today . that tor, Sciuls S/ "\yhen the Blocks began to' 1
3 B troubles atarted in 1957{h¢ Blocks applied for Soviet|“lomg history” of passport dif:|make efforts te return to the i,
fT ] gt S s n Dt s tillcs W u T S Ut st o e G|
5 China in deflance of a Htate ™t ’ ) ® help nion, the Uniled States Em. :
: Department ban, He was later *P'lfgeof dozens Sf visits to thejgetting out of the Soviet Union.|bassy was tnstructed to make{ :
3 alleged to have attempted to mmmhy‘ oo weeny » His difficuities began, theylevery useful effort to get pere 4. 4
H travel abroad- on an altered pass . Vioeks 8RO, Mrajsald, In 1807, when he went with|misslon for thewm to retuen . i
3 : and, on another ccouslon, Block was told by the chief ofi41 other Americans from an in-|home. Since every citizen is emafj | b
H have obtalned & passport g’;“;”’i;fg w‘“"gh""; of theiternational youth festival in|titied to diplomatic and condt : o,
£ tnude ;‘nuy. Block tetls theto|na8 mgom,u "dat elr requeat éﬁs::w on & tour of Comimunist| mlarm &rre&iunha:mm. offlel; © z
° N IS, oe P . . ad b3 !
3 'sw' tg:y 1;‘;‘9‘ ihe United Last week they renewed thelel In August, 1838, officials’pative” but tn’zulst m:omnltn- :
tates . Mr, Block|” " N - : ; )
Answer Never Came !
Then the Rincka settlad down o o
_to walt for the answer—which l | .
4¢ came. o]
m:'m.er about A moenth; the cous - N
ple and the Snvll&‘t‘ m‘(lle\:é u\m: :
visited them poriadically sk
Thay Were lutarned totel sgrecd that they could U ;
1 Polant "whern SroaronE: et expena. tdatniiery, R ;
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i e Chinees Emomney i war|  SpLsiend of CUS, e R N
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-pmopen e ineady i s sl el THE NEW YORK TIMEL
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e A T R T ;
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§ 8i to the Hnvist Finbaas Blocke were given & twa.raam :
H arnaw, tha cauple and thele ngsmnen! und 1,090 ribles
< émall adopted dsughier wesn| (81,107 10 huy Quranues, Oftle)
t on & Folish Army triey glals askedd Lham whetlier they
deiven ta the Boviel hurdor, wanisd (o beoume Hnvist mtle
’:‘?:f-‘ymmlh'!n l;or;‘lun 'Mm- o, l:u; M‘;l‘t‘ ltﬁ:l:.' wha‘ma d
. Wt w eginnii R TR :
e B et
. ] puld fng thoip wania e &l L
§ foomt and thelr moals and aven neinve dnolding, * BGNESDAY, APR!L 29, 1044
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