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= June 1961 .

MEMORANDUL FOR THE RECORD s

1. For background see my memorandum of 1 May 1961, rezorting oa
my long sesslon witn Manolo RAY, Rogelio CITNEROS (Eugenio) and Eruesio
BETANRCOURY. As will be noted in that memorandum, »ansic promised to \
coma u» with 8 prosyecius within approximately ten days'® time, after con= )
sulting with bhis lesders in Cuba.

2, Onl} June 1961 Mr. Barnes called me to say that Sy, Coodwin hed
been wisited by br. Erneato BETANCOURT wio asked for immediaie financial - -
support for certain activities of the MAF which would run arcund $10, 3w
dollare. Mr. Barnee asked me 1o contact BETANCQOQURT {or the guz.;ose of
ascertalning what the funde were to be used for, exactly how much needed, etc.

I called BETANCGURT and he told me that | snould get these deiails from :
CISNEROS {Ewgenio). who was staying at vroom 549 2t the washington Hotel.
1 called Eugenls and made a daia for oue and Ray DuBsis {Ray Adams is the

aame he uses with Hay and Cisneros}) 1o call upon him. We called on CISNERQS
&t spproximately 1815 bours | June, and he informed us thag he had urgem ’
meed for pesos for use in support of his saboibge and underground aciivities

fn Cuba. He said his zeople were abaclutely witbout {unds, needed money for
Uwins expenasa, transrortation rurchese of sabhntage equisment, 2ir {aves foy
couriers, and for assisting people to get out of prisca. He said that it was

Bow posslible lor people 10 buy their way out of prison by bribiag ane of the
meaay ‘' coauuunist lawyers and judges. He thought that 4y, (60 or 66, vul
would meet izmmnedizte needs and that soine sort of arrangement should be made
10 receive funds - U, 10U monthly or theresbouts - on a {ixed and permanent
basie. . : ' '

.3, We made no commiiment to Eugenlo other than to ui thet we would

ﬁ'."pau his plea along to the interesied pooplae. 1 reminded bim that we had aeked

bim and Manole to presare & plan for consideration and that we were stull
waiting for that plen. I said [ personaily doubled that enyihing could be done

.-wmtil the plan was recaived from RAY., He sald Manolo was planning 1o come ;o':

Washingtion on the alternoon of & June with the plan, bui that be himsel! was :
baving to retura to Miami immedistely and it wes vital he be able (o taka the
money with him, arrange in Afami {or purchase of the pesos (at vate of i nl -
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money slresdy ln Cuba - dollars would be delivered to owners of the pesos who
- ave in Miami). I told him ] wounld call him in the morning to let bim kaow how

things uood.“

4. Idiscussed our meeting with CISNERCS with Tracy Barnes om the
morning of 2 June. k was Tracy's opinion, in which I keartlly concur, that
we 8hould put out no money whatsoever until »e have had a2 chance (0 e<amine
Manolo’s plan and 1o study Just whai repercussions or ramifications there
would be, policy-wise and otherwise, 10 & decislon 10 aseist the MAP
enilaterally; that is, omtside the Council and presumably without MIR0's
knowledge or consent. Since RAAY has withdrawn his group from the Council
with a gres: deal of fanfare, It is mos: unlikely that MIRC would look kindly
. on any assistence 1o RAY, especially since he {eels he has a rather {irm :
A promise from the President to deal only through MIRO. :

S. RAY, upom arrival in Washington, will presumably take his jlan {along )
with BETANCOURT) directly to Mr. Goodwin and I wou'd also presume that ;
Goodwin will pass i down to Tracy and Tracy to us. Ray DuBois, who has
beea bianclo's case officer, (s standing by (n the event he should be needed.

6. 1personnlly feel very strongly thet we should do nothing to sujport the
plan, whatever it le, until we have received from the White House and the i
: Department clear-cut, uneguivocal policy guidance on the overall plan. [also i
i {eel that pow is the U me, if we are going to support the MRP unilaterally, to :
! insert a non-official cut out into the speration. I would recommend that con= :
; 8lderation Le given to using Mr. harry Pleper {8 4 AVE contract employee) i
o o= ki job. Harvy is sempermeaially sulivd, has 3 good business head, is :
: fluent in Spanish (lived <8 years in Cuba), is cleared, follows directiocs, :
completely bonest and tremendoasly conscientious.. It would be harder to g
find a better person., :

! 7. Also, 1 would like to point out the security risks inherent in any arrange-

ments with the RAY-BETANCOURT-CISNEROS ¢rio. These fellows bave had :

easy accese to the White House and to the Department, are notorious for their . i

: ‘planned lssks -, will probably presume ail the Departmen: officials they deal

s " with are privy to the arrangement, and before we know it the whole exile

! commeunity will be well aware that we are providing financial and material
support to the RAY group. I am wot argeing againsg providing such swppore,
but am merely polnting out the real potential for embarrassment to us if the
‘maiter 18 not handled with the greatest of precautions. I fcel they have becomse
oo closely identifled with U, S. -olficialdom, including ruyself, and that the O
plausible denial aspects, to dase &t least, are almost non-exjstent. . f i
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