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Z8 .february !9b~ 

.MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECTi OaHhon lnvestliaUon o! Kennedy Auauinatioa.: 
Allegations o£ Involvement, CIA and Cuban 

l. Mr. Calvin Thoma• oC the SD Division wrote :r. memora.ndwn 
eoUtled ·~Poulble DRE Animua Toward President Kennedy'; and <l.l.te(f. 
6 March 19&7. At lbat Umc Mr. Thomas had recently returned from a 
tour o£ duty in Yugo.slavia. WhUe there he had read about the Warren 
Commhiilon'e lnvesti'ga.Uon and had noted the prc-asiaulnatlon encounter 
in New Orlean• betwee.n Carlos Brlngwer o£ the Student .Revolutionary . 
Dh'ectorate (DRE) and Lee Harvey Oswald. He .-c:called hh own dealings 
in MJaml wUh the ORE, a ClA-eubeidbed troup. He considered the 
DRE members whom he knew io be unpredictable and untru&l'llo"l>rthy •. Ho 
S;Jeculated-ae to wheth~r ORE elements could have been involved in the 
Keunedy ~&saasdn.a.Uon. He ·recommended that CIA inve~>tl~ate this 
poulbUUy tf it had not already done eo. Thomas wae aul.gned to Mlaml 
from July 1962 to August 1963. Neither CI/R&J\ nor SB hall! a r.:tenUon 
copy oC the memorandum, but Mr. Thomas b s.tUl at Headquart.::re. 

z. Mr. Arthur Dooley o£ CI/R&A dlsc:uued thie matter with the 
l~llowing :ne 1~1be u oi \'{ HI COG: 

a. Mba Margaret .1-'orsytbe. She atated that CIA's 
interest in the DRF. had been mn.de known to the office o£ the 
Attorney General b)' letter& ·o[ 9 January and lo A;nH l?ol 
addrel!ila•:d to J. Walter Yeagley •. The earUer letter said, in 
part, ''The ORE h of interest to th.h Agency whic.h sponsor~> 
and 111Jpporta Us propaganda and lntelU;,:e.ncc collection activU.y 
in the Wrstern Hcmbphere ••• _aa the DiU.: h not a group 
under coro1i.;lete Agency control, the a~ove dot's not insure that 
they Will not undertake lsolated paramilitary O;.>eri\tion:s'.wlthoul 
prior notl!icadon. " 

b. Messrs. hen recently .returned 
iron\ a tour of the M am arl Trettin, VC ol the 
Cl .Branch;· WH/COG, who knew Brin;,;uier and waa stationed 

,. .. ___ .. _. 

t:'-~-~-1 ·. 

' -r.,. 

I 
! 
! 

.. J 
i 

.; 

i 

. 
I 

I 
I 

i' 
I 
1 
i 

I 
! 

I 
i 
I • 



" . . 
.. . . 

··' 
'· 

; . 

(- ~ -!""~ 
.... _~ ... : 

in New Orleans at the Ume oC the Oawald-Bringuier · 
: conirontationil in Augu111t 1963. It was concluded that 
Os\~,;ald waa ncyer a'rnember·o£ the ·DRE, wblch in !act 
rejc:c:ted Mn~. aud that the DRE w;u not involved in the 

·• 1.\U:lednaUon. · · 

. . · ···). lb;\prU ~~~7~::•rlgned shOwed a cOpy o1 the Thomu. 
niemorandum. to.~~· ·~r ~then C/WH/COG. ":'ho considered 
that U refiec;:tied ·i..na.dequa e~1 . ormation and bias. It was agreed, 
neve~thelu11,· that the.c:hargu which District Attorney James Garrhlon 
was then beginlll.ng to level againat anti-Cutro Cubans and this Aaency 
uecesaitated careful c:becldng. 

4. The .first report in the CIIR&cA series on Garrison, Z·6 April 
1967, Usted &even Cuban re!ugees then linked to the case (Sergio 
ARCACHA Smith, Carlos BRINGUIER, Julio DUZNEOO, Manuel GARCIA 
Gonwcz, Pcuct:al GONGORA, ~ti.!iuel Silva TOaRES, and Carlos 
QUIROGA.) It requeared ~ny additional WH/CbG .in!orma.tion about them 

. and about .the following group11: .tha Cuban Democratic Revul uUonary 
Front, the DRE; the In!ormaUon Cow:acU o£ the Americas, and any othl'lr 
anti-Caatto groups active in the NewOrteans'area. The request added; 
"Wormath:m ab~ut CIA relationahips ·with the above-named groupe should 
not be :restricted to:New Orleans but ·shoUld .;ilso include Miami and other .. · 
areas t'a whic:hGarriso~'s inveaU~aUons may lead." lnformaUon was 
abo requestt:d on EdwardS. BU.TLER. Alberto FOWLER, Emilio 
SANTANA, and a ~rainilita'ry 'traJ.nb\g site at Lake Pontchartrain. ~
::eroo:ruiwn forwarded on S May 1967 !he then AC/WH/COG, Mr.L____J I !prodded the requested information and added, "WH/COG 

connue to review all materia! that may contain information pertinent 
to thb subject and will !orward such iniormation to CI/R&A on a priority 
b.ta;eis. 11 

5. Sl..nce that date CI/R&r.A .has prepared a series of reports on 
the Garrison case. All o£ these have been forwarded to WH/COG. In 
turn, ,w H/COG has provided additional i::Uormation !rom its own !ilea 
and thoae oi the :...uainl Station, to which it has addressed several inquiries. 

6. Cl/ Ri.A is curr.ently compiling a separate list of aU Cui.Jana . 
. . (as well a.s other .L.&Un A111ericans) whose. names have been linked to the 
Garrison investigation. This list will oe !orwarded to WH/COG with a 
request {or' checks i! it contain& .any identities not previously tr.iaced . 
against their files (including those o! JMWA VE). 
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1~ The p~oble·rri arising !rom Ga.rriaon•·. ·charge&· of A~enc:y 
lnvolV~ment In ·the &IIJU.~aWtion is com!)oun~ed ~:y the n~ture o( 
il,ome ofourforrrler C.U:b~lli~peratioos. 'lilhlch ire8Ultedln.a·£orm' of 
lndirett ass~cl.a(ion.: · .. For exampl'e~ Ga.rrhon has eought·Y.•lthout. 
stic:cees 'to e~·:r~=d,f:te s~·r~i9 AR(:ACHA.'Smitldrorn Dallas. .·FBI reportlft1 
of ZB Ma,rch · f9~ 1. stated· that ac~ording to ·La }~ton Patrick _Martens~ ·. · · 
a·aiiHacjn wm ~ry.:co prove· ~t Arca.cha wail ~he "second td'gger man" 

·>in th~~~isa.Ssinaui:»n. Tlie ch~ck.s run by WH/COG and C.I/R&A have DOt 

' ~nOW:ri any!~ ~ftiwee·li',P.rcacha.:and CIA.. flciWever, .WH/C09 i-..ali( . 
reported thAt· /a:~J::-~cba.· 'lllf&a tile. dele gate of the Frente Re voludonar.lo · 
DEizl'u)c.ratlC:o .(FR_D) in Ntiw Orleans before the Bay of Pigs. tb.B.~.!Mit 
maintaln_ed reguJ..ar postal contact with FRO headquarters ln Mlaml~ 
that the·FRD ahdthe' Cubati Revolutionary Council were supported by 
CIA. and. that tuft-ds vie ria suppUed to the head of-these gt:oupa, Dr. Jose 
MlRO Cardona.. ·consequently Arcacha may have believed that hla ·· 
ac:tiv.l.tlea in New ·.Orleanlii. were CIA-supported. This phenC>menon of·. 
·lnd.l.rec:t auod.at.l.on appears in other cases alii well and may well underlie 
some of Garri8on1e acc:uutioiui. t . . 

·.'·. ., " 

_8;. lt is. 11uggested that C/WH or his. representative might 
profitably query Mr. Thomaa ab:out the a.llegaUori.s summarized in . 
paragraph~~. al)ov.e •. Aithough the date £or: the trial o.CClay Shaw ~~~ 

· cot been set,' it ·J.i(pb.lruy d~awing c:lose·r~ . Once H starts, the newspapers 
wUl ea;rry a floo~fo£ accuaiatious, old and new; and it. would be jud.l.dous 
to be. prePa-red in advance. 
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