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Iseeciic Flight to Caracas
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regarding tLs-feasons 2or tie trip becsmr 55 rampant tzat during
the next wees, 1t was izrossible to ser=zwzte truth Ir»:x fiction.
vas taet .3FEHZER azi IZARRS

The @ust prevalent ruzir of all =3
had tanep a zillion gesos of custom depp3its and bad Zon2 to

Caracas I hase Zeavy sras, such g3 Sombsg

believes, nas no basis ip Fact.

, but t-iz, the base

2. The true peasca for thelr trip ssezs to be zore along

the follouirnz lines - During

the recent trouble in Szztiago de

Cuba, IBsRR3, wio is sozetizes sa2id to te the true zorsrnment
bogs in town, became frigotened of rebel reprissls, =2:i he sand-
begged his Louse and ststiored =2n armed :mard iu frozt. This,

bowever, 4id not guite sat

L vy i

P P oty OLJ b ctndad, -
from L AR>FIECLR, who, 1t is clai:eé, meizteins bands oF armed
thugs. The latter gave IZAZRA-a squad ol =an, and tisy liyed in .

IBa~RA's_garzge, A4fter a fem deys of i s arrangemsnt, )
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t0ld IBanns A3t he did rot have enouch monsy to pay wiase men
and that it would be nacessary for IBaZZ. to foot the bill.~
I23F23, nowever, clasimed that ne was shoet of money, 3¢ in order
to obtain ern operatinz fund, s rlan was tut into effsst whereby
) LASFERRER's 2en staged a ssries of robbsries in Santiazo de Cuba.
- The man on th2 street caintains that these were 33 rotberies in
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one wsek, bui 2 more conservative estimste would be etween 12-15.
.In.add;tion to this, WacFLIUER and IBaica extorted verious sums
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and tvherzfore he put an end to thelr operation.
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of .:onev from loca” noney lenders, sayizg tnal tue —oney vas for
"higher authoritiza”, i.e., Gener:l allsrvo LsL 1I0 Chaviano, the
militery commander for Orients FProvirnce. .hen word of this dual
action - the robberles end t.e extortion -~ reached 2.1 270, he
became very anpry snd called in faorLli R €nd IP.E°a and after
chewlng io2m cut, forced thez to retu™m ho uoney to the money
lenders. Jn leavi-z the military barracsgs, L.oorl3ZZIR is sald to
have coczlalped to I3aa/R4 that it was iz30::1blos to conduct business
with DL 2I0 in chexse of the arsa, and kst serious toousnpt should
pe glven o "elimir=ting" nim. Untortun stely ror _a5F.naiR, it is
sald tr=t -ais statezent got back Lo Ui s.0, mnd consequently, there
wasn®t aty coruerecizl aviation leaving .antis; o de Cubta fast enough,
so they rzquisitiorsdi the private plene and tlow to Caracas.

3., As stated rreviously, it i3 quite difTicu’t to ssparate fact
fromw fisziion on tris natter, ctut this i3 probatly the best sccount
of ihe trip that ti2 base has been able Lo Tind. T nrahahly wates
an overall evaluatira ol U-j3, under orilnary circuzstances here,
MASFIRTSE and IEsSRES probably could have gotton away with their
operatior, zus their timing was vwronge. vagnown to tiem, they stazged
the robbsries and extortion at & time t.-em DEL KIO was up for ’
promoticn - Colonel to Brigadier Generel - and wuen he heard what.
they wer:s doing bhe thought tris would rzflect ajzainst nis command,
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