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Escape Storj'nf Perteg NIEGILY .

On-2). June 1951 Petnr NINCIOV escaped from fulgaria to Oreoce with his
urother, Ivan NIXMJOY, retwr and ' ris PELITXOV, and three Truuovaks,

Stefan PELDIGS, Zivrako DASCALIYV, and Jpae MATEIN. In Greece he was

intsr=ogated by JARAGEYN, "MATJ j2) (o I’.E ISER, GASP, and UASP/'B

On the urgins of Ansel 1""'1‘{1‘.0)‘ the loader of the wundarground group in
Markove, Peter NIKGLCY Joined the underground organizetion in the Plovidiv
wraa in Yareh 1951. Lleading sexsvers of'tho" organizesion ware Angsl CYAROV
of [lovite, Second laieutenant Nikola YILZNVLY of Plovdiv, and Angel
HRISTOZOV and Nikola TCDCROV of Markove. Vasil LAZARCY, a non-comissioned
officar ip Plowdiv, had an important role in the organisatiom. )

. NIXCLOV knew about the existence of the Oarjan.t resistance group in the
Rhodopi and Palizan Mountains. Besides its geberal anti-Comssunist activities,
the underground organizsiion in the Plovdiv ares had the task bf eiding the
Gorjani Yy suprlying thea with food, weapons, and amsmunition. Informant
paver saw the Uorjani, but cns of his duties was to collect arms and
ammuniticy for the Jorjani and daliver theaz to Angel Hristosov who had
contect with the Gorjani and delivered armamemt to thes,

Similar underground organisations havs been organized in the villages of
Belashtica, Fsrdinandovo, 3v. Spas, vaor, xmttvo, atl of u"uch are in

T ) V ared.

tm 7 May 1751 NIKOLOY recsived orders fros Angel CFANOY to tuke care of
tires desertsd Trudovane, Speas RATKIN, Zoravko DAMJANOV, and Stefan PELTEXOV.
Nons of tones ware known to NIKCLOY. NIRQLOV weas glven uhe recosniiion
sirnal (whistling) and was told that trs thres Trudovaks had becn inducted
into ths orpanization Yy Vasll LAZATCV, & peirson whem N1KOLUY could trust
and cooperate witp., Ha was Lold that the Trudoveks should be fed and armsd
until a guids ~aze to take them to the Gorjani. NIKOLOV was told that he
would fina tne Trudovaks in s wooded wrea near Belshtica. NIKCIOV wus not

able to contact the Trudivass that night.

The naxt day, 8 !{x;, HIKOLOV with Vasil 1AZAROY, contacted Spas RALCIN and
8tefan PULTLNOV. NIKCLSY took over the Trudsvexs wnd hid thes in ths

? vicinity of )!uremvc. s third Trdovak, Zdravce DASJANQY, was alassing,

7.

and ho was iocated the same mugsht by Argael HRISTOZOV in Branipoio.
2 L300ICY conducted DAICANOV to the hiding place <f the other two Trudovaks.
HIZCIOY ave the Truacvaks food, three old Turkieh rifles with a: unition,

and a hand rrensda. N

Cn 7 lay the Trulovars ware viwiczd at “helr hiding place Yy lvan iudorow
SICIAICT wne snm®ms; Tt botes how Yy prate bae weapond they had receivwi
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During the night of 9-10 May NIKOLUY, on crders of Vasil LAZAROY, took

the Trudovaks to a hiding plaze in jola logiia, which iz 20 kilonmaters

south of Markove. When LAZAROY and the Trulovsas arrived there they

found Vasil [AZAGOV end his wife laria waitir: for thea. NIKCLOV left

tr.a, and JATATOV and his wife rorained w'tih thes all the next day,
10 Hay 1951, ¥eria LAZANROV i5 a sister of Stefan PRLTEKOV.

hcoording to Peter NIYOLOV, HRCSTOZOV ordered Peter's btrother, Ivan
_ NIXOLOV, to provids the Trudovaks with fobi. Ivan cerpied fond ssveral
tinmos to Gols Mogila, tut after being questioned aboui it by ths police
he ceased to do so. Later the foou was supposad to have been taken by
Boris FELTEZOV, uncle of one of the three Trulovaks. >

NIKOLOV saw the Trudovaks in Plovdiv and Markowe on 1 1“/ and he gave
them food and & blanket. - — -

On 15 or 16 Mgy Ivan NIXOLOV bLrought Iliev GIUROV to Gola Mogila. GUIROY
was to gulde ths Trudovaks to the Gorjeni bacause there was no gulds
available to take tiem tq Greeze. Tha follioming Jday GIVUROV was arrested
and there wsa no ons 8les to taks them to thas Gorjani.

 Pollowing the errest of Vasil [ATAROV every precaution was teken to pre-

vent tre yslice from locating the Truwdloveks. Their locatien was changed
gseveral times.

On ¢ June Peter NIKOLOV was arrested Wy State Security. He was interrogated
and bsaten by ths Security agents in an affort to maks him admit his
connection with the Trudovacs. NIXCGLOV rafused fo adnit anvihing until
ho was shown & statemont sirmed by Vasil LAZAROV (o the erffsect that Peter
had cooperated with LAZARCY in hiding tis Truodovaks. He saw that LAZARGOV
had pivan sway the entire organization 3o be decidsd ¢o talk. HNIKJOLOV
told about everybody Wt Lieutenand MITZNOV of Plowliv. Following his
confessicn Peter was forcad Lo aigu a statazent that hs was Joimdng State
Security undexr the name of *Hristo® and that he would oblain frowm his
brother Ivan the recognlition sifnals for contacting the Trudoveks. On

7 June NTEQLOY was released to contact his brother, He was told to report
back to the police by 1700 the same day. Hhea NINCLOV went back to the
police he told thsm that he was not able to Tind his brothar and that he
would try sgain the naxt day. Actually Poter had me* his 'wother Ivan on
the Harkovo~-Plowniiv rosd, and he had explaired the g.tualivn to .um and
told aim to warn Angel HHTIDEOYV and others w=ho might be compromided Uy
LAZAROV's wnd his cwn confessions, Peter susgested W at svaryons who was
in danger go the naxt day to Gola Mogile, from whare they weuld isave for
Groece.
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The poli=e a:thoritiea told [eter i .X{TQV tc work huis usval nicht it
(7-8 Juas) at thu Zfactery in Plowiiv whsre he was agloyel. After sork
ho was taken by the police to Harkeve and was ordered *c cbtain the

U reccgnition signals. FEe was alsc crdared to Lring the Trudovaxs the

next day to a coffes shop bstwean Piowviiv and Varkovo, and he was
instructed as to nuw he shou.d behave upoa eaterins the shop if the
Trudoveks were armed, unarued, or did not come. He was then allowed

to go home.

When NIKGLCV acrived at home after bsing released by the police, he found
h.s 'wother there. Ivan told him t..at ke had carrlied out Petert's crders,
but that Angel HRISTOZOV and the othera did act want to lsave because they
falt sure thal they would be ehle to place all the guilt oa ths NIKOIOV

brothers who were sscaping.

Early in the morning of b June Peter snd Ivan NIKOLOV le’t their home and
headed toward (ola logila, where they joinad the Trudovaks. HNo policemen
were sesn in the area. At (ola Mogile they walited for Doris and Peter
PLLTEXOV wuntil 10 June, and then all of them started toward the Greck
borde ° which they cruesed without incident cu 19 June. They surrandersd
to the Greek authorities on 21 Juna. . ’

Peter had known Vasil IAZAROY as & child, tut he had not ssen him for
#ix years until the timn of the Trudovax a2ffair, He knows that LATAROY
was chalman of ths Communist rout. Urganization- in Selashitics. HIRCLOV
thinks that LATAROV may hava been a double agent, but if he hed really
wantoed te betray the group he had ampls opportunity to do so. In any
case NIKOLNV feels that LAZANOV did not aut in good faith because ha
prozdsed the Trudovaks a guide to Jreac~ while he actually intended to
send them to the Gorjani. KHIKCLOV did not know the Trudovaks, but he had
keard of Peter and Boris PuLTHKOV, ard he considers them to be nationalists
even though he had some misunderstandirgs with thex duting the flight to
(ireece. Arnong the Trudovaks he likes Spas FAIKIN best.

After being Iafd alone at the Lavrion Camp for & consideratle tims, Peter
and Tvan NIKCIOY applied for imuigration to Brasil. In the baginning they
zere willing to stey in Gresce and fight Communies in Hulgaria. Thay
expressed to REISEY their willingness to go missicas into Bulgarias, tut
RELSER made no comxitments. S8ince no action was takem, both left for
Brasil 17 November 175L. }

Comment. The operational valus of ths brothers was not very high,
epecially after the arrest of some menbers of ths wnderground organization
in the Plovdiv area. Heverthaless, they are willing and able te try some-
thing. In the futurs cors raz{d action should be tekon in ordes to prevent
prospective agents from becoming discoursged and leaving.
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