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. .... . RETURN TO .. ClA . . 

I. June 1961 

Background Use )Only 
· Do Not Reproduce 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
-~ 

SUBJECT: Relations with Manolo RAY and the MRP 

1. For background see my memorandum o! lZ May 1961• reportin-g on 
my long seuion wilh Manolo RAY, RogeHo CISNEROS (Eu'genio) and Ernesto 
BETANCOURT. As will be noted in that_mcmorandum, Manolo promised to 
come up with a prospectus within approxim_';\tcly ten day_ a' time, after con-· 
riultirig with his leaders in Cuba. 

Z. On 1 June 1961 Mr. Barnes called me to say that Mr. Goodwin had 
been visited by Mr. Ernesto BETANCOURT who asked lor immediate -!inanc;:ial .. ,·: 
support for certain activities M:the MRP which would run.aroun_ci"$io,'ooo.:::· -._ .~ .. ,, .,_ 
dollars. Mr. Barnes asked- me~to·coiatac:t 'BETANCOURT for th~ p~~po;·;~ . "· ··· 
ascertaining what the funds were' t'o be used for, exactly }(ow much needed, etc •. " 
l called BETANCOURT and he told m')~at l should get these -details J~cu~~---": --c~·,_,; ~- . 
CISNEROS (Eugenio), who was -atayhig: at :room 549 at the Washington ~ote~~: t,;, ,;, . . : _,· ... ' 

. ·1 called Eugenio and made a date·for'm_e ~ndRay DuBois (Ray Adam~}.s -~!i·i~~<:'-':-~~:--" .· 
· name he uses with Ray and Cisneros) to::c•U.:11pon him. We called on ~~E-~OS'. -_ : :·~ 

at approximately 1845 ho:..~re l Jwiei .)wei -he huormed us that he had urge~ . :; ,._ ., - -,. 
need for pesos for use in support of hiS. sabotage and underground _acUvi~i.!~·-:.<. " __ :,, ": ,---
in Cuba. He said his people ~ere absolutely without funds, neede,d · '.(~. · · 
living expenses, transport~Uori;purc!lase of sabotage equiprn.ent, . . _ (oir,",/~"· . ~ 
couriers, and lor au_iaUng·~ · · · · ~~t:ol prison~· He said • _ JfW.~i-~:"::·_~_-. '._ ·· ~-;' .. 
now ponible for people:t~ b oufol prison by bribing oJ:ae _of t_ht(' 
many "communist" lawyers . ~!!!-thought that 40,000 or-~0~ . 

. -would meet im~n ·_- · . ::.~e'·~t-of arr~n.lemem ~~uja 
to receive funds - ~0~~'l.!.mOnthl·(of~~ef~~~9uu· .. on a fixed and per~-

--""1&..-a·ais.- -- ,:_. -- •g·-'?·:·7'·:.·:·-l"-' --. _ .. - _ ."::::· ·· __ \ -· ;.i>---~~~-' 
.. . ·.· ,. ; ',_,.,_ '",-.. _ ., ' . ' ' . ' '. ;': ,/:~~:;f'"' ·---.::-''" 

3. We made no commitment to: Eugenio other than 'to iay .that we. -~ould: _ · · · · 
pan his plea along to· the lnteree~ed'people~/?l'reminded him-~t ·w~ -~a~.-a~lu~Ca ~ ;--~- :-< 
him and Manolo to prepare a..-plan'lor ·consfde·nuon and' thai w.e w.ere'iltiiF---'~:: . . . .. -
waiting for that plan. I said I personally doubted that anything could 'be done . · ·· . , 
until the plan was received from RAY. He eaid Manolo was planning to come. to 
Washington on the a,fternoon o! 2 June with the plan, but that he hims~lf- was .... 

.·,, .. 

having to return to Miami immedJately and it was vital he be able to take ·the 
money with him. arran.je in Miami for purchase of the pesos (at rate of 4·llt"l -

""~.- .. -·;.-. 
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mont:y already in Cuba - dollars would be delivered ~n> ~ m the pesos who 
are in Miami). I told him I would call hUn :n the IBOtl!llilUu:i:iq; to• Let him bow how 
things ~>toed. 

4. t discussed our meeting v.-ith CISNEROS witlil 1rr.a;qr Dunes en the 
morning o! 2 June. lt was T1·acy'e opinion. in wbiclb n ltem-ti!y ·c:cmc:ur. that 
we should put out no money whatsoeve·r until we have: liadi aa ch.almce to 41!'x.a.mine 
'J'f!anolo's plan ,'l;+d to Stut'ly Just what rej>ercussions ~ r-=:ifi.C<Illions there 
would be, policy-wise and otherwise. to a declriOft tiii ~ t1ile M.RP _ 
'Unilaterally;, tliat lS, outside the COuncil a.&d prese..-n.cllly,-~ MIRO's 
k.ilowledge or c;:.-,nsent. Since RAY has v.-itbdra'lllrlll his ~ fr-aml the Council' 
with a great deal of fa.'lfare, 'it is most unlikely that Wlli.Ow~:n:r.:l!l! looll:; kindly 
on any assistru::.ce to RAY. -especially_sinc:e he feels~~ a. ~er firm 
promise from tht: President to deal only through MIRm. 

5. RAY. upon arrival in Washington. will pre~ take his plan (along 
with BETANCOURT) directly to Mr. Goodwin and l1liii!D.licf ~ ·jpreswue that 
Goodwin will pass it doWn. to Tracy &nd Tracy to us. aa.w -~s. w!!o hf!.s. . ~­
been Manolo1s case oificer,_:·js standia.l !:ty in the evem lie mo~ be needed.'--:.::,~., _________ __,.___·...;;·-~-:---- - - . . ..... 

6. I personally ! eel very strongly that we shoulif cfa. rmttri1lllll to SU?port the· 
plan. whatever it is, untU we have receh·ed from t.he.1l!l!riblidiOUe anc! the . . . 
Department clear-cut, unequivocal policy gcici'UKC 01!:; tile mlErall plaL · I also­
feel that DOW is the time, if We are gQ Wg tO Support ll!ie. l&i:P-n'iuJate:rally, tO 

insert a non-.;fficial c: . tion. I~ :JM'P'C'!DD.;.;.......r that. coli· 
sideration be gh~ to Pi WATE cm%:rad ~oyee) 
on this job. H.arry is temper mentally suited. a gmd: imlllinesa h.eaa,_ is_ . 
fluent m Spanish (lived Z8 ye~rs in Cuba). is cleared. fbmm,.· ~. · . ._-' 
completely ho:nest_ancl tremendously ccns~eatiowa.. Jt'WIIEIII:!'Jii~?~r to· •· 

find a better per.~~ · ,· :: • _ .,v,; _ _ ··~ . ,-··. -~"';;:<<i./i.-.... 
- 1. A] so, !'would like to point out the ~ riJ!i&Jmbu;~ m • .,. u.-imge- : 
menta with the RAY-BETANCOURT-CIS.l\"EROS trio. ~.felii!Rral'lila-ft. Mel . . 
easy ac:ces_s to the White House &nd to the Depart~nent. a.ftm:at~-f.;r-tlidr 
''planned leaks". will probably presugue all the ~ effl.?'at.s .. ~ deal 
with are ·privy to the arranie~ent, and before we ~it. t:L'ibe ~~.! ~- ·, :.;. -
community will be well aware' that we are pn-vidma fimamc::jiift! a~:llli'sMerial .. 
support to the RAY jrouP• · I am not arguing apiaet_p~. ~h- sii:pport~-: .. 
but am merely pointing out the real potential for ~~~·us if the · 
matter is n<:~t handled with the greatest of prKaations.. I~ t:!le'f have become 
too closely identified with u.S. -officialdom. including~- amd that t~e 
plausible denial aspects, to date at l~ast. are almost llllWl~em:t. 

cc: A/DDP/A 
DC/WH/-t · 
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