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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD .-

. ’ SUBJECT: Relations with Manolo RAY and the MRP
3 . B

1. For background see my memorandum of 12 May 1961, reporting on
my long session with Manolo RAY, Rogelic CISNEROS (Eugemo) and Ernesto
. BETANCOURT. As will be noted in that memorandum, Manolo promised to
come up with a prospectus within approximatcly ten days’ time, after con-
sulting with his leaders in Cuba.

] 2, On 1l June 1961 Mr. Barnes called me to say that Mr. Goodwin had
been visited by Mr. Ernesto BETANCOURT who asked for immediate ﬁnancial a -
support for certain activxties oi the MRP wluch would run around 510 00 e )
dollars. S
ascertaining what the funds weré to be used for, exactly Héw much needed etc. S
I called BETANCOURT and he told mé¢ that I should get these details from Y
z CISNEROS (Eugenio), who was staying at foom 549 at the Washington Hotel'
"1 called Eugenio and made a date for' me and Ray DuBois (Ray Adams is th,
* name he uses with Ray and Cisnéros) tc call: apon him., We called on CISNEROS .
at approximately 1845 hours 1 Jurie; ‘and he informed us that he had urgent | =
need for pesos for use in support of his aabotage and underground activit_ies
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couriers, and for assisting people to’ .
now possible for people:to buyb their, 'ay out of prison by bribing one of the e
many "communist" lawyers and ;udges He. thought that 40, 000 or 50, pqo '
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to receive funds - 30 OL monthly
“"”"Sasis. h /!:(_s,: :

him and Manolo to prepare B plan for consfderation and that we were btill”"“" . Sl
waiting for that plan. 1.said I personally doubted that anything could be done . "7+
until the plan was received from RAY. He raid Manolo was planmng to come to
Washington on the afternoon of 2 June with the plan, but that he himself was

bhaving to return to Miami immediately and it was vital he be able to take the . N
money with him, arrange in Miami for purchase of the pesos {at rate of 4 %'l -
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money already in Cuba - dollars would be delivered an awzers of the pesos who
are in Miami). I told him I would call him :n the smamig to' Ect bim koow how

thinge stood.

4. Vdiscussed our meeting with CISNEROS with Tracy Basues oo the
morning of 2 June, It was Tracy's opinion, in whick Il kesrtify concur, that
we should put out no money whatsoever until we have Badi = chamce to examine

anolo's plan ax Fepercussions o ramificalions ther;_
would be, policy-wise and otherwise, to a decision tv assist the MRP
unilaterally; that is, outside the Council ard prescmshiy withauw: MIRO's
knowledge or consent. Since RAY has withdrawn kis groum from the Council’
with a great deal of fanfare, ‘it is most unlikely that B would Jook kindly
on any assistance to RAY, "especially since he feels b: dms a rasher firm
promise {rom the Presxdent to deal only through MIRT:

5. RAY, upon arrival in Washington, will presunably take his plan {along
with BETANCOURT) directly to Mr. Goodwin and 1 would siso preswume that
Goodwin will pass it down to Tracy and Tracy to us. Hay DuBois, who has .i, .
been Manolo's case oxﬁcer, xa standing by in the evems ke s&nuﬁz‘. be needed. ey B

6. 1persomnally feel very strongly that we should dis W to support the-
plan, whatever it is, until we have received from the ¥ailie Howse and the
Department clear-cut, unequivocal policy gridance ox: the cxerail plan. 1 also -
feel that now is the time, if we are going 1o support e BEIP mlaerally. to
insert a non-official cut out intn the %perahon. I woudl tummmend that con-
sideration be given to usingﬁ\:&r. Har-y Pieper [a WATVE emmrracy emgloyee)
on this job. Harry is tempermentally suited,” a gmd Buminess head, is.
fiuent in Spanish (lived 28 yeare in Cuba), is cleared, fiflows directions, . .
completely honest and tremendously consc:ennous. kwnnﬁﬁbe“ha:dzr to -7

find a better percon. - - : =

7. Also, I wonld like to point out the secnrity nﬂam in any- urangc- -
ments with the RAY-BETANCOURT-CISKEROS trio. ﬂh&&!k;ws bave had - o
easy access to the White House and to the Department, are notarious for their
Yplanned leaks™, will probably presume all the Department aﬁdﬂs they deal

with are privy to the arrangement, and before we know it ﬁzw!mle enle e
community will be well aware that we are providing Wanﬂmnenai L
support to the RAY group.. 1 am not arguing against pravifnyg smcb gupport, -
but armn merely pointing out the real potential for embarrassment to us if the .
matter is not handled with the greatest of precautions, Iﬁnﬁ?thq have become
too closely identified with U, S, -officialdom, including myses amd that the
plausible denial aspects, to date at least, are almost mn-exiatemt, .
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