This document is made available through the declassification efforts
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of:

The@BIaCioVatlt

The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world. The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com


http://www.theblackvault.com

AN

(1041088000018 .- o

gs MY

3 UKCUsSIFiED MR - [T € FI084TIAL x} SECRET

- ROUTING AND RECORD SHeal

L ara

SUBACT: [Ouitamat}

530& KN ‘“_V

]

L AC/MB/B/CI-FI ~

O

w'"o June 1961

0. - oonber, eud -
qo)u- M toven " LATE ot

COMRENNS {Mossber Gach commontl do thow Wem whom
B when (rer @ Lee dcvess colven offer cuch commen |

Y ) L

0, WH Division

14

$i. . s .
. 14

12,

13

14, R P DL N T o -

8.

- -

RETURNTO CIA °
Background Usz Only
.6 ot Reproduce

. '30/./:):,7 2. _lél

R T

OB ¢ e e et o 5h - gporrg s 4w

e 610 LSS E) sECRET (] COMFIDERTIAL

WAL 7 yNCLASSIFIED




14-00000

B

Cae awbbil

&
.

1
v

RYL TR WP N

evaluate, per your directive, Mr, ROTHMAN 'S claim to cpeatianal -
gssets inside Cubis and elsewhere in the [aribbeas area. The . -,‘;ﬁ
~- moeving- ImETEYTYON IB0C Yo 1830 hours. 1t was sgreed by thé -
participantas of this mu.ng that Hr. ROTHMAKN would return ta |
Mlami on Priday, JO June, and <hat Mr. McCONNELL wold telephone
ms et the office of the Dep'..ty Attorney Gereral on Wedrneeday,” - /-
§ July, for our evaluation of Mr. RCTHMAS's ope:-at.ioul potential

in Cuban affairs.

2. Hr. McCONNELL requested to meet with me privau.ly in the
conference room. He advised me thet he was a leeding political
figurse in the Democratis Party machine in North Carclilina, tha® he
w&s acquainted with numero.s Government figures Ln Washington
(including Robert Fenvecy, General Taylor, asni Zeneral 7an Fleet),
that he was & corporate *ax .awyer \mu Wad a:irg very well in his
home town of Charlotte, Norih Caroiina. and that ne was concerned
over the embarrasament to e fennedy udmi:nsuatim caused by
the Cuban "figsco.® He further advised me trat -hes interese in
this case was that of an American anxious to fig;::-::om' ism in
the Westerr Hesiephere and 1o ensure tha® the U.5, Gvernrment
made maxismum use of coperativral potential as repressnted in the
person and claims of Mr. AOTHMAN. Mr. McCONNELL noted that,
according to RCTEMAN's s<ory, FOTHMAN had assete ard capabilities
whicn would enable him (ROTHMAN) to destroy the arms dumps on the
plantation of ex-President CARDENAS of Mexicc, o set up operationai
bases in the Tucatar at a coat of 350 to $1,000, te savctage targets
in Cuba ldsntified by the U.3, Coverrment, and t provide positive
:Lntelligeaca on tha activities of Chiness Comwinist groups in the

Weatern Hemisphere.

, ‘w
MEFMORANDOM FOR: CLeputy Chilel, @ Divieion .- S - ; ‘
SUBJECT © @ Neeting wich Norman HCTHMAN T B
ard Jav.d M. M:-CONKELL " L
REYZRZXCK"J : Iour Gral Directive of Thursiay, 29 Juuse 1961 .
. - 1. On Thursdsy, 29 June 1961, I met with Norman RUTHMAN and . !
) David McCORNELL in the office of u—.e Depr ‘.J',A"orre Gsneral to -7 %
i
:i-g.
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I ased the peintes listed by Hr. HcQONREL o debrief
whizh can be used agdirst

. 3.
, KBr. ROTHMARX on his claims of ‘asse
"n ‘Hemisphere. ‘Mr. ROTFEMAR

- Cuba and other:targets in the Wesd: .
- told me that he was ‘an- American cityien, born an ‘2% December 153k,

at New York Cit.y, ‘that he runs the bar in the Bel Air hotel,

Kiami, Florida, that he'was furmerly the owner of “"Sans Sw.ci ®
that he ifved at L25 Surfside Boulwu'd

A nishtc-l\sh in anuu, agd
-During ‘the  intérview Mr, ROTEMAN, when quéstioned

. . 4n Miami, Florida. .
on those points of pomu.l ‘1jated \by nr. xccoxm... above, made
hbo !‘ollcv.‘mg -utmnm 3 t )

R . 8.
-mmaew in working ngu.n.nt CASTRD who.«xecuted thres of

. smwiee. -« .hig'close, dear friecds.'
. . friends, Mr. ROTEMAN was not ibié to give these in full.

‘ " After ten mimutes, he namsd t.hoso friends as Rogelic OONZALEZ
(vu' name - "Fruu:isco"); Sert MB.IR‘ and Efigenio FERNANDEZ .-

He has an openupna.l capability t.o destroy arms dumps

- b
which he ¢laims are located or ‘he finca of ex-President
i¢h agent asseta locaced

: CARDEXAS of Memico. He hds contact wi
in Hexico through certaln Kexican friends whom he refused

W identify. He added that be had made contact as racantly
© a8 four to five months age with these Mexicas friends.

] ‘c. He is very familiar with the terrair and pecpie cf
the Tucatan peninsula. wWhen asked for the date of his last
vieit to the Tocatan, he said that he had been there for

two daye at some time in 1959.
an air strip ai some point in whe Yucatan which was capable

-~ of taking two B-26's and two P-Si's. He sald that no one

Imows of the location or existance of this particular air strip.

.When asked who had built the strip and when 1% was duilt,
Mr. ROTHMAN seid that the strip had beex bullt by Indian

¢ s wane o ¢ e S B SO o - dADE2- L HES - pointed-sut Lo him Wat certainly lhese
Indian friends would know of its existence, he said that they

were loyal to him and that mo one in the provincial or national

governments of Hexico knew of this strip. wWhen asked if a
plane had evar landed on this strip, Mr. RCTHMAN ssid that
oce B-26 had landed there. Hhen asked how he managed to

provide fuel and maintenance for aircraft located a: this
stiip, Mr. RCTHMAN was not able, or chose no'., to give an

exsct reply.

He is a dodiutod mu-ocmmint md is p&ruculuh

When asked for the nases of t):eao ' B

He ‘added that he had constructed
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-d. HRe is well acquainted with Sanchez ARANIO.: He sald
that he meets frequently with ARANIO aznd. cox:.sicera him 8
. -good persooal friend. ihen quegticned; Mi! Rumu said.
- « that he hid last met Mr. ARABOO six weeks ago. He was not
- . able to give the home sddress of Mr. ARAKDO. [Ee said tzut
- 'hemldbonhlotoproducoxr.mlooini"_,_ 4
T =Y roqnqt. ’ . i LT

. ‘@. Mr. BOTHMAN said thst he had m. pernonnel and
- ecpabmucs to attack or. ubotqe any tu-get of our d:oooinc e
T . i6 Quda.. He said what he had & basic plan for the umam-‘ ;
« tlon of Fidal CASTHD. FHe said -that his phncmedroru
air attack with nepals against CASTRO st &.time wheo théj“
Prime Minister was addreéssing ome of his rallies in Heyana
- ‘He .sald that he had one hundred pilsts who had pa.rucipam
- in the invasion of Cuba snd who weré now asking employment .
as fiyérs for the Congolese Air Force. He refused to, identify
any of the pilots by name. When it was pointed out to him
that uu Danes of utose pilots asking uplc;nent in tde Coago'
) wers 3 Iacesdy-he paid that those pilots
pm—— vhon he was particularly interested sere not making
application for such employment.

£. He aaid that he had many agents going in and out of
Ccba. Hhen asked how many agenis he controlled, Mr. ROTHMAN
was not able to give ar exact figure. When he was asked

how many agents hs sent into Cuba during the last year, he
was not able to give an exact figure. Whaen asked how asany
sgents he was in contact with this date, ¥r. RUTAMAN gave the
figure of six. When I asked how these agents were able to .
travel back and forth in view of the diffigulides in making
frequent visita to Cuba, Mr. ROTHMAN said that his agents
were in the tourist travel bureaus or in export-izport
businesses, and entered the States via third countries. When
asked &t what date he had last had contect with these agents,
Hr. ROTHMAH wae 1Bt dble to give ab exact date.  Nr. FOTAMAN
said thet with these unnamed assets above, he had the
capability to make money exchanges between the United States
and Cuba, and offered to be of service to the .S, Governmesnt
in ary requiramsnt along this lim.

g. He said thav he knew of mary Chinese Communists going
inte Canads from Cuba. When asked to identify the source of
this information and the nenés ‘of these Chinese, Mr. ROTHMAN
said that he had not brought any record information with hinm
and did not feel he could be asked to produce his factual data
at this time,
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Comnitt;raxpsu'
SR his last vieit to'L
tvoyunm.‘ﬂhx

o . he (Mr. ECTIDUN) would : Ao r 75 '
: A  He said that.he had purch be 20_foot’ ehlp B gl
o . -hia.hmﬁxc‘nrqtbut ; g o

;o . ) i. He u:ld that he was a elose h':lmd of Jolm Atbes s
Garcia, Chief of the Dominican Bepublic Security. He saild :
I ‘that his lsst visit to the Dominican Bepublic was in 19%9.
. He said that he bad acosss to psqple in the Dominican Rspublie,
* . 'He &id not identify further these asessis nor did he idantify
< the means of communication to them, )

: L. At the conclusion of the intarview with Mr. ROTIOUAN,
T Er. HcCOREELY, asked (o see me privately. During this interview,
; . Hr. BeCONRELL again esphasized that his interest in this case was .
N " glmply that of ‘g good American whe was interested in fighting
' Coamuniem . Kr. MOCOMNEIL said that, in his opinion, an individual
’ _ with Mr. BOTHMAN's character and background certainly ahould be .
. speful in the gloves-off fight againat Communisa. He felt that
it might be to the national interest to make use of Mr. ROTIDAN .
. ~ againgt CASTREC and eagainst Comsumnism in the Western Hemigphere,
and givs precedence to this use over any intent to prosecute
; ¥r. ROTEMAN for viclations of Federal laws. Again Mr. McCONNELL .
R named his scquaintances in the Departaent of Defense, in the | . .
C Departmsnt of Justice and in the White House. He added, st this
' - : tims, that he was enterteining the thought of entering the adminis-
i t.rst.icn in same official cnpuiv.
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