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MEHORANDUM POR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Robert Edward Webster, m.;ectﬁmmmlamx]

1. The attached cable from Embassy Moscow is solf -
explanatory. It was brought t0 my attention this moraing
by ¥r. Bobert Crowley of Cohtabt'nlvlafonfbo.

2., M¥r. Hebater was enployed By Rand Corporaticn last
spriag ‘to acoompany Mr, Rand to Moscbw for the opening of
the Sokolaiki Fair and for the pursuit of RBand's interest
as agents for several American exhibitors who wanted to dis-
pose of their displays at the end of the fair. Yebster is
in his early thirties, is believed to have & husiness manage-
ment bscksround, but several sttempts to obtain biographic
datas about him from our files have drawn a blank., It appears
that Le was sgssigned ne temporary office manager of the
Moscow office and charged primarily with the responsibility

'to sell Rand services to American exhibitors as agents to

liquidate thelir displays at the end of the fair.

on3. Abo September Mr. Crowley of COCD informed me
that Chief Esst West Contacis 00 had received
word ¥rom Hr. Herrill, Rast ¥est Contacts State Department,
that inguiry was bsing made by Rand Corporation of State
Department to determing the wheresbouts of Mr. Webster who

Er. Webster., At this point I relayed this informastion to
Hajor Carels, UBAF/ACSI, who phoned me a day later to say
that the Soviet Eambassy had informed Hand Corporation that
¥r. Webster was on 2 t{wo weeks tour arrapged by Intourist.
Since Webster was about to conclude his assigument for Rand
in Hoscow and roturn home this information was considered

qulte satisfactory.

4, During our conversation on 28 Beptember with
Geseral Dougher and other ATIC representatives, a question
fs to Mr. Webster's situation and whereabouts was answered
with the informatioa that he had bsen on a vacatiocn trip and
wes believed to be enroutes to the U. 8., It was also stated
that he was & temporary employee and was pot iatendod to he

the Moscow office manager.

' had departed his office without motice to the parent company.
. .It seems that Rand Corporation also made direct inquiry :
- through the 8oviliet Kabsssy Washington for information about
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Page Two

8, Upon learning of Embassy cable number 1082, %
phonod ajor Carels to bring it to his attention, ho said..
that he had Junt learned of it himself because of a query
from tTIC 01eveland which had epparently been alerted because
of .4 phone ¢all from State Department Washingtoan to Rand
Carpor;:ion about it. - ATIC Cleveland wanted to know whether
any. pocsib;lity existed that Webster might be carrying out

. Y clnnﬂegtlne task‘upon requirements of CIA which had bot

3 I3 vith them. Major Carels was asgured. po-l-
33 was -not the case, and to the best of our

: ‘"w!ehster bad not been briefed by and vas '
unknoun “to oithor ODP or 00 officos. Oé

8. A chetk was made vith[gr Thomas !111€?as to
whather he had personally encopntercd Mr., Webster during the
course of the 8ckolniki Fairll)Mr, Mills)had met Mr, Webster
on-& few social occasions and on one or two occasions when
i, Wobster was soliciting Chrysler Corporation commissions
for Rand & sct as Chrysler's agent in liquidating Chrysler
dtsphyn. t . lill@stimhat Chrysler rejected Rand’'s ser-
vices. It is [Mr. Mills}0Wimpression that Mr, Webster was ex-
tremsly frustrated in his attempts to deal with Soviet rep-
reaeatatives ‘in sales tranmactions and was an outspoken critic
of 1 condi 1ona end relationships within Hoscow, Wsbaster
atruc . ¥ills)as wWost unlikely to defect to the Soviets,
but qualified ¢ view with the thought that ¥Webster was an
unhappy and maladjustod personality whose lack of success in
his sssigned mission and whose porsonal problems were evideant,
To develop our picture of Mr, ¥ er wore fully, Eyu Eilla]ob
will consult with Mr, [;:::;j::ﬁgﬂ Mr. Rasyles to produce,
‘perhaps, a more informed &n compogite picture of Mr, Webster.
According to ¥pr. Crowley 0D, and ¥ajor Carels, each from his
owvn sources, Mr, Yedleter haa been laboring under marital and
financial difficulties and is reported to have had a past
rocord of employment instability.
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