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P.1EP.IORANDtl~l FOR: Deputy Director for Operations 

FROM 

SUBJECTS 

Raymond· A~ ~arrcn 
Chief, -Latin America Division 

0. 
A. Jack Anderso·n 20 January 1977 Column 

Titled "CIA Tj-cd to False Os1vald Story" 

B. Identification of the Mr. X in the 
Anderson Column 

1. The attached column. citing the testimony of a Mr. X, 
alleges that a CIA agent tried to link Oswald to Cuban intelli­
gence officers in Nexico. There is, of course, no substance to 
ihe column's allegations. The column identifies the source as 
~lr. X becaUS(' of attl:'mpts on his li"fc, hut suhsl:'qucntly gives 
enough inform~tion- on lllr. X to establish his identity. 

Z. According to the Anderson column, Mr. X was first met . 
hy his CIA cont~ct in Havana before relations ~ith U.S./Cuha wer~ 
severed. Jllr. X had helped to organize hank accountants to l:'m­
bezzle Cuban government funds to finance anti-Castro causes. 
Mr. X was reportedly recruited by a Jllorris Sishop (CIA contact), 
to ~Ian an attempt on Castro's life. The plan was to fire a 
bazooka from a nearby apartment building ~hile Castro ~as deliver­
ing one of his marathon speeches. According to the Anderson 
colu~n, the plot was discovered by Castro's police and Mr. X 
escaped to Miami. Mr. X also reportedly tfied to assassinate 
Castro in Chile in 1971 in league ~ith the rene:uclan Lui~ Posada 
Carriles, who is now being detained in Caracas for the 6 October 
Cuhana airline bombing: The A~derson column ends with the report 
that Nr. X worked for CIA until 1973 for expenses; hut was paid 
S?53,000 in cash by l-Ion-is Bishop h'hen he ~.>as terminated. 

!·~ ~: • !tiN SIT I VE 
r-;-,.;· -·· -- .... ~---, 

l'iJ\R!Ii l :-iG NOT ICE 
l NTELI.IGENCE SOURCES A:-\ll m:TilOliS INVOL\'Eil 

t
.. .. . '-:-;4 

'~-i ,_; .. :~~j ..• . . : : 
. ·--~·--

. . . -~-. --~ 
:_ ___ ~. __ _ 

.. 

SEC R E.T EZ l~IPDET 
CL BY 025231 

LX- -'-/.2.2 9 

._J/~~ 7 7 

~~ .... -- 3/..J 9~" 

• 



''' 

__ .., 

3. From tlu.' ab,n-t' ,!,·~cript ion of ~lr. X, it i:< rca·;on:lllly 
• l·l,·ar that ~lr. '\ 1~ \nt,•nio Ca-rlos \'LCI.\:0.:,\ Bl:lllch (2111-.'i!Z!lhh). 

\Tt:L\N.\, an a:-.;;i..;t:mt t>;~nk m:lfla!:cr and paq pl'l·~i,knt of a public 
accountant~ :f..:;_.;;nciati'':t in lf;n·ana, fir:<t conta,·r,•J t:l,\ in 11:1\'an:l 
in JlC'ct·mhl'r l!lllO 1dwn h,• a~h·d thl' l:t)S, at that timl' 0_7 
to help in an a:-:~assin.1t ion plot a~:linst Castro. n; t' 
for \'i~a~ for tcn rclatin~s of the four men assi~n<'J to kill Castro, 
.1nll also rcqll~'~tcJ four m rifles liith aJaptl'rs for j!lenadcs plUS 
eil!ht grcnadt•s. Tlw t\lS did not t•ncouragt' \'ECI.\:-4.\ :md subSC'ljlll'ntl>· 
chech•d l>ith an Emtt.Hs~- offin•r who n•portt•d that \'ECI,\Ni\ hall made 
similar "l>ild-C'yl'd" prt>posals to him. On 23 No\·c::~bcr 1961 the 
Niam1 ~cws puhJishC'~ a report of an unsuccessful attempt h~ ~ntonio 
~ ki 11 Castro. VECir\Ni\ reportedly had arranged to . . 
assassinate Castro and Cuban l"re-sident O.svaldo Dort icos on 5 October 
in i'lavana, b.ut the ba;:ooka he was using failed to fire. 

4. Therr has h~en no Agency relationship with VECIANA. A 
f'OA, which was granted for his use in para-military affairs in 
January 1962, expired in November 19&2. VECIANA was horn on 
4 Octoher 1935 in Havana. lie \~as a member ·of the Pt•ople's Revo­
lutionary Movement, an ahti-Castro group in Cuha during 1960-61, and 
was one of the founJcr.s of :\lpha-MI. A certifird puhlic acc-ountant 
hy traJe, VECIANA was "Aith A.I.D. in l.a Pa: in 19o8-72. VECIANA 
was registered in ISR to the U.S. Army in November 1962 and he 
was terminated without prejudice in July l9{lh. On 23 Jul}' 1962 
VECIANA \vas intcrviet.-eJ. at.hi.s r!..'qucst, br ~lr. !larry Real from 
the nr.D Nc1.; York office. \'ECIANA asked Real to arr~mge a meeting 
with a senior CIA officer to discuss.Alpha-b6's plans to assassinate 
Castro and to request CIA's assistance (li.S.$11lll,lltl0; 10,000 Cuhan 
pesos; 48 hand grC'naJrs). -There is no indication that this request 
was ever acted upon by CIA. 

· • S • .!J7~ •\pril l9o6 a LA Division officcr, u:;ing 
the alias John Livingston) met VECIANA in Nl'l~ or· .1ty. he 
meeting w. s arranged hy a retired naval officcr, James Cogswell, 
who had informed Chief Jivision th·at he had information of \":!lue 
concerning Cuba. \'/hen ~-!+rived in New York Citr for: tht• meeting, 
he \-las introduced by Co"'. 1 to VECfANA. lie immeJiatl•ly launched 
a dis~ussion of the Cuhan political situation and noted his strong 
feeling that the Gnly ~olution was the assassination of Castro. 

o advised VECIANA that he was in no position to provide him \~ith 

.. 

tancC' or encuuragc him in :m :1ssassin:1t ion :lttl'mpt :wd 1\as onl)' 
interested in gathering information which he thought was the purpose 
of the meeting. VEC!A:\:\ suhscqucntlr said that hi:- roommate F!..'lix 
ZABAI.A, CuhaB'f.refug<'e, had exccl'lent contacts in lla\·ana. It was 
clear to ftowever, VECIANA was attempting to usc ZABALA poten-
tially to get Agency finan~ial support for his organization • 
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\Tt'l\~\ ~llg!~e~ll'd th:1! SSil,llll(l 1-'C>tlltl he ru:edcJ tn g,•r hi~ 

• .ldi\·itie:: off till' gnHHhl. IIJ~•·.Iicati'J to VECI·\\.\ that he 
hC'UIJ looK 11~1u the 2.\h:\J.,\ ~-?lnJ 1\oultl prohahly arrange for 
:.\R.\L\ to he contacted in l'uerto Rico. 

h. Thcrc i~ no indication in\the file that an¥ Agency officer 
in cont;u.:t 1\'ith \'I.Cl·\~ .. \ cvcr uscJ an alias ~lorri~ flishop. Thl•n.• is 
no :'-lorris IH~hop li:-tcJ in true namc in the DUO rolls. There '~as 
ne\·cr any contractual relationship with VECIJ\NA anJ hc was not 
paid CI,\ funds. 

7. On JJ January 1977 ~ sa~itikcd copy of VECIA~A's 201 file 
was made available to staffer~ from th~ Senate Select Committcc·on 
I ntell igcncc. 

Attachment 

s!r;:1ed 
Ray:;:o::~d A. \\arro;J 

Ra~ond A. ~arren 
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CIA Tied to False Os,fald Story 
The Centn! lntt>llilteare .~f'IK!>· 

asked one· 0( its t'llbao opc.-ntl\'es to 
help fabnate a !tory·.illbout t.e.e 
Han·ey· Qs..l.ld dunn~~: 'tilt> iiiH·s~a­
tlon ot lllt> John F. Keuedy &S.SL<.slllll· 
tiOn. the Cuban his told COD£tnsional 
ln•·m.,ators. 

I o an etrtier -ro!umn. •·e Rpcort.-.1 
-:-~~ that the Arne "'Mt!'SS claimed bt bad 

......- in..-11!'! met the accUsed assa:!!iill in Dall:as In 
In the rompany o( a 0.\ ast.-nt tllree 

that months before Kt'!laedy ,..as killed. 
anE't We ldeutdied llle wltiless onlv :as 
tb~ 1 Mr. X bfcau..ce ot anemplll on his "uceo. 
m11nt But ,.-e ba..-e nudied his detailed. cone. [ Wt ldtnti.al lllatemeats to ron~1oaal in­
\!r. ' \'esligators. The-o.· intenit'\lE'd him 
But ' three till:tes.. cfos:H.umlulnj! him 
aden· d0154!1)". lie I!:S"e tllll'!II such specific in­
··f!;t formation that tbev roncluded be "as 

~ thrt' a -credible .. ";theoS. 
eJOS( lie told of meetuH! his CIA contact 

• f11rn- In the lobby c! a DalLas offke huil•h.no,: 

r
~ ;a ··cr In AUIZU51.. l!ll53. 11u:s timt lie hroul!ilt 

·. lit anolht'r jlu~·- .. re..'OUnted r.tr. X. '"'llle 
: In th guy ntn•r talked.· 

in 'A ~tr. X explamtd that be had tr.unE'd 
•mol hlm..'lt'l!. as an undefllround leader. to 
!ll!Y I memorize the cluncteristics of people 

. . 
11

. )h be mE't. He lm.:::ledi.ttt'ly r<'CoJ:nizro 
mt! the CIA a&:t'at's romra111on aftl'r 

r.1erc seeing V..wald on tt'le.·isiOD (olio" ing 
- ·- h<' c llle Kennedy llS$15:Si&.l.lion. 

tile J',"ot long &.fteN·ard. the ClA ron~rt 
~<'t'ir made a !ltraMe reque51 o( \Jr. X. 
tbe_f Tbcre had """"a rep.>rt that Os-..ald 

l'c bad met .a CU~a roup!.- in ~ldte<'­
rua•l• "'You li••·e a C"OUSUl ,.orii.Jng for l"uh.:in 
Thrr lnteUietflce in ~le>.iro.- tbe l'l\ H~nt 
h>_•l said. ·\\ny d•ln't ~-,>U Just ~k tum. sa~·­
.• , iiU in~! v;t'"ll bribe hlM. If be <a1d t: """1.5 
i:&lt•U RZIJV bim that ()s"'aJd met." 
~··d. It 'tsn'l c.-fear fr<>m lilt roar!d,•nual 
rc• 
rr.dh ntm fnll '"""ato nu.'1 

lt ·Lt;.n t drJr fr..trn the- l\•nfad~"nt•.al 

- . 
tniLSCripfs ,..~ ~ n' ..-ould "ant to said. Morris ~'ll ~ 1W:o a lump 
fabncate this f'\~~- Ftrliaps :be r.!SJ.OOil m •·&.<.1:1 f•-t pL<; M"l'ires. 
a'\ cOuld ba\"f' SJ<.Iflbl to he Ken· ('allglrl Tncii!'-Viomen •l::o Ulte 
llt'df';ltiller to tl:th':t>tN I[O"«'mment. up tile ,.«ld"s olde!:t rrof~ like 

IIIli!!)' e~ent. ~ tl.-'\.ll!!t'lll nllf'd IIIO'litolb«c:-u-M"M"tkE'I"S"'bt>•UtlO 
off tile scbE'tllt!'. ~.! Xr. X ·ne..-<>r d1d gE't abe-ad ill lift. -are loolwlj: for 
utlt to his couSm. • a..·ronhaJZto a ~um'- ~lliRhtr inc:olllt!' lllld llll ln~tat. 
·mary 4lf tile ail~....,.-. It ihould ~ eoxdtillg hf~y~eo.-
slrt'Sl't!'d lllat liM' &::.tfiTitw m an '~~<ay 
impl.lcata tile d..\ Ill t!J.e Kennedy Iilli- Th4.¥ are &he '"m.lj« moa~ fac-
Ing. tors~ lllat 1..-ad ·- into proe>tatu-

The m)~- •=- fll'St mE't his Uoa. So roadude.< a scholar*· 511..-dy of 
n'\ (011~<1 Ill l!,aq_q.a before the . allglrls lllld !'t~ker$. \lbich ·has 
Un.lted States brote Ill! relations '~·!Ill JU51 lleeD rom~ at llle ~-«~' 
Cub&. )!r. X had bt=......,ed to organize a expease. 
group oC bank aca:"Ct:::tuu. "'ho em· Two dlstillj:lliml'd researchtn from 
btuled fundi froc Cle (:l$lro regtme the Unk·enity or Wuhiaj::ton. Dr. Jt'll· 
to filwlre lll!tK'~ausa. nlfer James and J:ant :l!.eyerdcrg. "'rre 

Theo uent.. ,.·bo 1C!!N the name ~lor- assigned to fmd out ,. by uom~n bt.'-
ris BishOp. recn:IIN .l«r. X to plan an come prostitutes.. Their findin,."S "t!l 
attempt on l"a.stnfs l!!o.". lhe plott<"rs he publi.•btd short!;< in a_:t!·p.t!:~' docu-
plaMed to fire a N..wka from a meat. which bu t.n;n booil~ed 111 us 
Dl'<lfb)" &p&rlmt'Ct •t::el"li.Stro .. -a.~ de- before il g~ to (:':-css.. 
il'lrerlnjl one or b.i.s ~r..L'"2:h<'n sp.'('t;he<~. 

The plot "3.:1 -.:!~•~red by Ca.'ll">·s 
rolk~.md )tr. X t"!'..':l;.'clto» ~hanti. lie 
conttnucd for a d0.!€:1 more years to 
wort "llll Bishop o t!l.j! anti-Ctstro 
underl!round. 

During Castro's lin 'isit to Chi It'. 
~lr. X tnro agllin t.' k!:<>ek him oCC. 
Tht plott~rs lncludt'l! .1 \'eot>zut>lao se­
t"urlty a~:ent.. na:nl'<! !..!.:is rOillda Car­
riles. "ho ,.-as ru;~1:ic'\i to prov1de 
forgtd documt>nts ~~~~ t!t<' blame on 
the So~itu. This pl.x. 1..1<1. r.-u tbro•u!h. 

Only a f~w "eeks '--!-""· tllt same Po­
uda '~~<·as indicted .:1 \'t<nezuel.t on 
murdtr .<"barges m ,-.:ru:.-ct•on ,.-nh 
the <"r:a.<b or •. C\;N.n ~~r. 

Mr. X iikl he v-G«,,.! f.v tb<' U.\ un­
til t9i3 Cor e:o:pt-n."C!' \li'!h.•n thf' rrla­
llo>nsblp "as term=:..-1 Ill I !r.J. ht' 

l"ot only do ... -.v.~n b<'C\>me r«'5ll· 
lutes ror lhe sun1e un..lt'rh·m~ :no1n ei 

thai ""some """~'~~ brolti:t> 'ta'll)c'r:<:· 
accor.ilnl: to llle t.·.trnt'd bdifos from 
Se.tllle. but tile pro!es:>icn requar.-s lit· 
lie schooling. 

for tbe 1\lY- lb~re oue -\'lftli.l!ly no 
other o«up3ll,,ns :o.-a:!3t>le"" 1(1 .. oru.-n 
or modm stJJJ.:;. tho." l?.'t'archN-s r.••tt.". 
They conclude lblt pn.'<!itl!~t•cn v.ul 
flourish as l<>nl! a.s tll..:-N' is -J f\\n· 
sumer demJnd.'· As l!':~y rut ~- ··u-o­
nomlcs is tbe ptf\'1!'1\e tbcme ,,f ('t'IJS­
IIIution." 

Theslud~·ai!'O dl:'~lsdd "l'<">.t31~ 
about "fallen "O::It'n.· "b" s.•il !-('~b..' 
nu:.e tbc,· lute mrl! ••r II•H· Jbr..•rm~l 
sex dri\•tS tJr a:\ .. !:'-"1:'Nl tr..:ll 1hc" l'ast~ 
ness b)· ""the ..:-~r.:IOG ~r brutJlpnr.ps. • 
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