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: 21 JAN 1977 . '
LA/COG/021-77 "

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Operations

FROM .t Raymond A. Warren .
Chief, -Latin America Division g
SUBJECTS : A. Jack Anderson 20 Janvary 1977 Column

Titled "CIA Tied to False Oswald Story”

B. Ildentification of the Mr. X in the
Anderson Column

1. The attached column, citing the testimony of a Mr. X,
alleges that a CIA agent tried to link Oswald to Cuban intelli-
gence officers in Mexico. There is, of course, no substance to

the column's allegations. The column identifies the source as s
Mr. X because of attempts on his life, but subsequently gives
enough information on Mr. X to establish his identity. -,

2. Accordlng to the Anderson column, Mr. X was first met
by his CIA contact in Havana before rclations with U.S./Cuba were
scevercd. Mr. X had helped to organize bank accountants to em-
bezzle Cuban government funds to finance anti-Castro causes.

Mr. X was reportedly recruited by a Morris Bishop (CIA contact),

to plan an attempt on Castro's life. The plan was to fire a

bazooka from a ncarby apartment building while Castro was deliver-

ing one of his marathon specches. According to the Anderson :
column, the plot was discovered by Castro's police and Mr. X

escaped to Miami. Mr. X also reportedly tried to assassinate

Castro in Chile in 1971 in league with the Venczuelan Luis Posada

Carriles, who is now being detained in Caracas for the 6 October

Cubana airline bombing: The Andcrson column cnds with the report

that Mr. X workcd for CIA until 1973 for expenses, but was puaid

$253,000 ‘in cash by Morris Bishop when he was terminated. “To c\A
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3. ¥From the above Jdescription of Mr, X, it is reasonably

s clear that Mr. U oas \ntenio Carlos VECIANA Blanch (201-3129006).
VECTAND, an gss<istant bank manager and past president of a public |
accountants associatien in Havana, first contacted CIA in Havana
in Pecember 1900 when he ashed the €OS, at that time | LO3
to help in an assassination plot against Castro., VECTANA asked -
for visas for_ten relatives of the four men assigned to kill Castro,
and also requested four MI rifles with adapters for gienades plus
eight grenades.  The €08 did not encourage VECIANA and subsequently
checked with an Embassy officer who reported that VECIANA had made
similar “wild-eyed” propo<nls to him. On 23 November 1961 the
Miami News published a report of an unsuccessful attempt by -Antonio’
VECTANA to kill Castro. VECIANA reportedly had arranged to
assassinate Castro and Cubanm President Osvaldo Dorticos on § October
in ilavana, but the bazooka he was using failed to fire.

: 4., There has been no Agency relationship with VECIANA. A

POA, which was granted for his use in para-military affairs in
January 1962, expired in November 1962Z. VEUIANA was born on

4 October 1935 in Havana. He was a member of the People's Revo-
lutionary Movement, an anti-Castro group in Cuba during 1960-61, and
was one of the founders of Alpha-66. A certified public accountant
by trade, VECIANA was with A, I.D. in La Pa:z in 1968-72. VECIANA

was registered in ISR to the U.S. Army in November 1962 and he

was terminated without prejudice in July 1966, On 23 July 1962
VECIANA was interviewed, at.his request, by Mr. Harry Real from

the DCD New York office. VECIANA asked Real to arrange a méeting
with a senior CIA officer to discuss. Alpha-06°s plans to assassinate

Castro and to request CiA's assistance (U.S.3100,000; 10,000 Cuban

pesos; 48 hand grenades). - There is no indicatien that this roquest
was ever acted upon by CIA, 3
.9

the aliasiJohn Livingston} met VECIANA in New York City. he
meeting wds arranged by d"retired naval officer, James Cogswell,
who had informed Chief, WH_Division that he had information of value
concerning Cuba, Whent;::l%%rivcd in New York City for the meceting,
he was introduced by Cofsw®ll to VECIANA. He immediately launched
a discussion of the Cuban political situation and noted his strong
fecling that the enly solution was the assassination of Castro.
advised VECIANA that he was in no positicn to provide him with
SsTStance or cncourage him in an assassination attempt and was only
interested in gathering information which he thought was the purpose
of the meeting. VECIANA subscquently said that his roommate Felix
ZABALA, a Cubng refugee, had excellent contacts in Havana. 1t was
clear to ﬁowcvcr, YECIANA was attempting to usc IABALA poten-
tially to getTAgency financial support for his organization.

o=
'S.dﬂiz April 1966 a LA Division officer,\ using
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ng : sSroarer ﬁﬁ? .
VEUTANY sugpested that $S0,000 would be nceded to goet his
activities off the ground. gﬁdicntﬁd to VECIAXY that he

wourd took 1ty the IABALA mattT™y And would probably arrange for
ZABALA to be contacted in Puerto Rico.,

o. There is no indication in\thc file that anv Agency officer
in contact with VLCIANA ever used an alias Morris Rishop. There is
no Morris Bishop listed in truc name in the DDO rolls. There was
never any contractual relationship with VECIANA and he was not
paid CIA funds.

7. On 11 January 1977 a sanitikzed copy of VECIANA's 201 file .
was made available to staffers from theé Senate Sciect Committee ‘on
Inteliigence. ‘

sicned
Raymond A. Warrsn

Raymond A. Warren
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- RESRTRARR i L L
Jack Anderson and Les Whitten -
= 4 CIA Tied ‘
~; ' to False Oswald Stor
, A l1ed to False Uswa ory
- ®
The Centrsl Intelligence Agency traascripts why the ClAwould want o said Morris Bashop paid him a lump
askéd one of 'ts Cuban operatives to  fabricate thes evsdence. Perhaps ihe  $253.0001n cash fuog past services,
belp fabnicale 2 story-dbout Lee CIA could have sought to tie Ken- Catigiri Trade—Women whko lake
N Harvey Oswald dunng ‘the investita- medy'skiller tothe Jasiro government.  up the world's oldest professicn. like
;’l tion of the Jobn F. Kennedy assassina- 1o any evenl, ide CLA agent called o0 opor oo reor cockers whio want Lo
'!' tion, the Cuban bas toid congressional  off the scheme. a2 Mr. X “never did oo shead in Lfe. -are looking for
Hare  jnvestigators. talk 1o his cousin.” according 10 3 SUM-  ~pios et income and an independeat
I In an earbier cchunfl, we repivted ‘mary of hé mwtecvwe. It should B¢ oprjping necuie™ '
T Gion,  that the same witaess claimed be had  stressed that the wiecview 1n no way T -
inve! met the accused assassip in Dallas in  implicates the CLA i the Kennedy kill- These zre the “major motivaling fac-
In  she company of a CiA agent three ing. fors” that bsad women into preslitu-
that  months before Kennedy was killed. The mystery wz=ess furst met his 408 50 concludes s scholasly study of
met  We jdentified the witness onlv as (1A contact 1 Hivana before the .Caligirs and streermalkers, which has
the « M. X because of attempts on his life. United States broke off reiations with  Just been complced at the taxpayers
m‘;{!‘ But we have sicdied his detailed. conf-  Cuba. Mr. X had beiped 16 organize & SXPense
\ € tdential statements 1o congressional i group of bank scecextants, who eni- Two distinguishead researchers from
: B“- } vestigators. Thev intervicued him  beuded funds from the Castro regime  ghe Upiversity of Washington. Dr. Jen-
. d‘“ * three times. crossexamining bim o finance anti-Castro causes. pifer James and Jane Meverding. were
_ e closely. He gave them such specific in- The agent. who oasd the pame Mor-  assigned to find out why women be-
- vest  formation that thev concluded he was  ris Bishop, recrined Mr. X to plan an  come prostitutes. Their findings will
oawst I0€ g “credible™ withess. . attempt on Castra's fe. The plolters  be published shortlv in a Xhpage docuy-
- clost  He told of meeung his CIA contact  planned 10 fire 2 bacoka from 2 ment, which has heen bodiiegged to us
f“: T in the lobby of 2 Dallss office butiding  nearby spactment wtle Castro was de-  before it goes 1o press. )
27CF {n August. 1953 “This time he brought  Livering one of his marathon spoeches. )
e another guy.” recounted Mr. X. “The  The plot was €isvvered by Castro's Not only do women becvine prost
\ tutes for the sume underlying motnes
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guy never talked™

Mr. X explained that he had traumed
himself. 23 an underground leader, to
memorize the characteristics of people
he met. He immediately recognized
the CIA arent's companion 3after
seeing (swald on television following
the Kennedy assassization.

Not long afterward. the ClA contact
made & strange pequest of Mr. X

the | There bad been a report that Oswald

bad met a Cudaa couple in Menico.
"You have a counin working for Cuban
intelligence in Mexico.” the UL\ azent

had sajd. “Why don't vou just ask him, say-
“Youing we'll bribe hurw 1f he said i was
tatell peally bim that Oswald met.”

It sa’t clear {rom the confidenual
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police, and Mr. X escaped 1o Miami. He
continued for a dopa more years to
work with Bishop 1 the anti{astro
underground.

During Castros 1501 wisit to Chie,
Mr. X tned agsio © Yrock bim off.
The plotters includad 3 Venezuelan s&
curity agent, named Luis Posada Car-
riles, who was suppused to provide
forged documents layizz the blame on
the Soviets This plot. tuw. {ell through.

Quly a few weeks apv. e same Po-
sada was indicted 3 Venezuela on
murder charges 10 cvagechion with
the crash of a Cubap xeuper.

-+ Mr. Xsaid e worka? focthe Ul une
it 1973 for expenses When the rela-
tonship was terminated w 1973, he

that “some people becorme lawyers”
according to the Karned ladies from
Seattle, but the professicn requires lit-
tie schooling.

For the pay. there are “virtually no
other occupatioas avathable™ to women
of modest sknlls, the researchers note.
They conclude that prosututicn wuil
flourish as long as there is "3 con.
sumer demand.” As thev put it "Eco-
nomics is the pervisne theme of prus-
ttution.™ .

The study also dispels cld wines tale
about “fallen womei.” who scil <o) b
cause they hate men of have 3bnormal
sex drives wr are {30ved o the dusi
ness by “the coercion of brutal pumps.”
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