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* SUBJECT: ‘tAmerican Defectors to the USSR

-

L. The attached material was part of a soft file entitled
“American Defectors to tre USSR ", which was set up by SR/6 -
(Support) around 1960 and maintained by various SR components s,
until ca, 1963. The compilations wére derived from a variety
of sources, and contain both classified and overt data, ’

2. In the fall of 1966, the files were turned over to CI
Staff, In most instances, basic information was then abstracted
for the US Defector Machine Program, Inall instances in which
the material was unique, or represented a valuable collation effort,
it has been incorporated into the appropriate 201 file, along with
a copy of this memorandum,

. 3. It is suggested that any dissemination of this data should
" be coordinated with SB Division and with CI Staff (CI/MRO}, in
- view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact that
disseminations have aircady been made through the US Defector

Machine Program,
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WEBSTER nobert Edwar , 201-26858472
23 Uctober 1926, Tiffin, vhio
Plastics expert; iand Co. exloye

411 entries through May 1962 come fron 201 unless otlerwise noted,

Circa €=l March 1959, ¥e made preliminary trip to “oscow in connection
with planning the sand exhidbit for next summeris U.l, fair, -

Circa 3 lay - late June 1859, lecond trip to Hoscow to helo set up the
Rand exhibit., ~ent steadv wita Yera P12 TOUQVA, married, hostess at Hotel
Ukraina/corrector for a Soviet corresnendence school's English lanpuage de-
. partment/inglish teacher at ¥adical Institvte. OShe aiways met him outside
so that collearues would not knoa she datin American, but somebody knew
- because she ustally had to rejuest permission to take evening off - ard she
alweys pot it, Alsays had the taxl leave her near bri not at her home, and
allowed nothiny more than one kiss; at end of evening, He told her his wife ..
didn"g-_ understand him, etc., snd that he would come bacik to lloscow and marry - -
her. Her name also rerorted s Vera ivinovna IVCHENYD, probebly her maiden- =%
nate, ohe might possibly be identical with Vera PLOTNIKOVA, reported in 5
00=3=3,140,059 of 2k uept 1555 {SR/0S/5I0) as a 20=-year old elevator eperstor’
at the Ukrainaj she became very friendly with the source's wife (Rwssian- N
speaking) but acked her not to show friendliness in public, met her elsewhere
to tadk, snared confidences, spoke poor to fvir bnglish, .

3 July 1959, His third trip to the LLCR. ke had about six pleces of
lupgare, crammed with nylon hese, Ella Fitzpeveld records, coples of V.S,
. marazines, etc.,, 2nd several boxes of books, bubt ®he did not taxe heavy
clothing because he felt this mi;ht look suspicious® 1l He had no trouble
whatsoever with Loviet custons, ind he went out with Vera on his first night

back,

Circa 11 f1lr 1959, He joined two hiph “ovietl exhibit oificialc at
their restarrant table at the frir and told then ht wanted to defect. Lhey
arranred meetiny fedw days later with coverament refircsentitive POPOY and
SHISHKIN - for dinmer at Prara [a favorite nGE hangout]s S/:Q &

POTS
e

Circa 15 July 1959, Under inflvence of vodka and food at Praia, wrote
letter to ~uprems ..oviet requesting stay as Soviet citizen, P20V saild not
to tell anyone, simce ansWer xigat take a while. Uawe hinm guestionnaire to
take back to hotel anc fill ovi: bLlor plus reazons for defection.

1 dupust 1959, Sent his wife a telegram sa-ing hed sold 100 units,
which untrue. .

Aucust 1959, lore meetinss in private rooms at nico restaurants. The

coviels impresced on him thit if he stayed he covld never leave, Juestioning
included debri.finr by two chenists to sez if he really'corld nake the spray
gun (for plastic coating jobs} demonstrated at kand exhini®; ;okes about
bu_ing him instead of pun. .

;

Late Av-ust 1359, Wife cabled hinm asking if he comins brex. Lhe wanted
to know so that che could decide uwrether to put the children into usual
bt 4 sciiool (if he comirg home) or nove to her »wenls' home ani gt thens in
school there (if ne nobt). e ¢illed to :0 ahead anc oui them into vsual

schoole.
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2 le.tartes 2950, PONCV wd him st etroncl reotaurant and ‘old hiwm he
. had bteen accepted., his was Just alter closim of fair an three days tefore
- ~ Rand rrous to leave for hore, P asx<ed where he would like %o Work and when
W satd iogcow informed hin it wovld be leningrad. (W later wold .r. Rand
and- Bonsul Lnyder that he had been offered work in many cities.] V. regussted

a vaca*iony faadads leeting with PPPOV and SHIUYHYIH on subwyy stepss

arracyememts for W to pet awxy from dand [roup without beiry noticed.

10 Leptember 1959, Sent to leninnrad with interoreter Volodya tseg also .
Riceiarcelll case Uiven 1000 old rubles and promi' ed more, !et by Aleksey
of Inturist in leningrad. bhLept changing hotels so that Marc rroup couldn®é
pet him, Had lelt note saying plinned travel arcund UCIR tefore returning,
but they smelled a rat and were tryiny to locate him amywsy. Volodya stayed
) . there with him; went sightseeins, appliced for job at ieninerad Zcienmtific .
= : Regsearch Imstitvte. He was allowed to call Yera, who came right up and brought

the rest of his bagrage; affair began.
Circa nid-Yctober 195%. 3Returned to +oscow.

1€ Uctober 1959, ¥FA called US Embassy to say that W had assumed Soviet
citizenship.

17 October 1959, Confrontation meetimg at Moscow OVIR, with Hand and
Snyder present, ilewspaper report said it was esotional sce.2 at ~mbassy and
tnat « kxz said he had not vet received Coviel passport, but this orobably
True story seems be that U i ned expatriation form, rept his U.S,

wrong.
. passnort mevertheless (on pretext that he didn't have it with nin, “nééh he
really did), amd followed Joviet inctructions in tellins OSrvaer ¢7at he had

- received loviet passport on 21 Ceptember (wiich he hadnft), hac celected
for political reasons (whiich he didnft), ete, Accordin® to infomeation in
CI/5iG files, Snyder said that the only discrepancy between % i3 story and
Embassy's facts was that e seemed honestly i; norant of two 3l.om calls he
supposedly made to Hand of{ice in .iscow. ‘e said he might nave authorized
then to ve made in his neme. liote that veth calls purportesly received
Uy nwnd's Zoviet emoloyee Galina Ivanovna (SDNIKLA!LA wnile she alone in office.

Cetober 1959, 4 Lashineion Post article of 21 fay 1942 sald that he
chanrec his nind after only three months in the Ul and wert to the Embassy
for 2 ... reentrr permit, bvt thast it was trrned down and he rad to wait a
year to reaoply. [ In the licht of other repcris, this seems thoroughly
garbled and to be‘disregarded,]

Circa 18 Uctober 1959, Irnnddiatelr or shortly after the conlrontation
meetins, he anu Jera took off for a vacation in Lochi,

1 lovember 1959. The «ew York Times wrote that he hac written his
parents ne was planning to marry a wovieb girl.

Circa 18 Gximberxd¥ lovember 1959, After a month in Sochi, ne and Vera
retverned to setile in ~enin‘rac. <era was nis assistant and transliator, and
according to Aand {how woulo ie know ? 7 she rot about 2000 rviles a month.
tig was assigned to make the spray gun, at a salary of 2 00 a nonin plus

A seai-annual bomus of S00-G0C rublesy this was equal to the salar: of tie

L caie? ~f Lab #5 where he werred, His onlv doevrent -as a siin {ron GJIR
seying that he nad aprlied for a <assport. Ther lived at worcratevskiy
expanerRzxmraverfzzg Frosrekt hovs~ 3, mt 18, Lenin rad K-37, = r-ree-roon
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apart=eni with bath.
Lete Decerber 1999 or early va~ ary 1560, leceived loviet internsl
DASEDOT L, ®

27 Jammapy 190, Heceived & Lecamber letter fron his father telling him
his mother now 1n mental hosvital because of his defection and reminding
fim of resnonsibility for his chil-ren, etec, e deciced go hom r't told no onse.

3 Yareh 1940, He wrote father askiwr help to ret rn home and asting
vhy ki [ather nadn't replied to ais S February letter (vwhich the father had
never gotten),

13 and 1€ areh 1960, He wrote his Fatier that ths farily should coms
visit hlm {1 the (.iRe &bovh this time hand advised the father to get W's

phone mmber so th-t they covld talk to hin,

1 Avri] 1940, Rand rerorted receivins a wire frow v riving his phone
in ienliyrac s G-23705. %his was paone at lab, where fether callod hinm 2 Apr.

£ Aoril 1960, % urote his fsther that he wouls be in 2occow for the
Yay ba, celcirations and wourld ¢2ll at the amasngy. Le fult certain of re-
troing to the .., and told fatiwr not to core visit hia after all,

24 Arpil 140, Rand telephonsd L., who conliraed desire return U.S.
(o wme 1970, Voledya har errsn ed invit-tion for ¥ ane Vera to Moscow
rarade, 4.0, went, ho wnticon recerz,

L ia 1,0, e vicited Vase L _#ouy, 12l nch cnallenged by oviet
ruards . ecase of Anerican a--enrez-me, Jnwder told hin how o sbout petiing
exit visa. Information in CI/SIZ ¢ les adds that b said at this interview
that he had recently made = cpeech ¢35 3 larpe avdliencs on wiy he left the
0. Claims sa'c nothing derogatery to U.l. as vola apeech recorded for

Ve

fture pradio usa,

€ An 1960, He wrote father res-estiry Invitatlons recessary for Soviet
exit m.orattl, Lold Jera wao ¥ab izt was "ot ae aunoyed®, Vera, six
ronths pragment, had to a-rove ! axi’t regest, wilen she did, nozsibly
assuniny it waelen®t be pranted anray,

U, cav 150, Rang was back in lloccod ane ahoned b,

TRomm et ettty

12 July 170, Father sent. m4henticated invitation letters,

28 Jdulr 1570, 7 urcte [~t1cr cetatls of (i Day trip. ~till no mention

of Peiters, twora 4w had tole oress all atout freeze{cmsed by U-2)unich
he ranointo when ho 1S4 tie LILI ¥ car in June 1560,

13 oewui 1940, Davgiater Zvetlana born. « adonted her a f2w dajs later,
expiaininy taetv fe ald not intend to avm sera becovse he s not divorced
fren s Jirst wife, :

Qe s nad completes ever 4alr Jor exit a~rlicat ion. Frem

semmerewTs Lo tweme -0 tiicaticn v er Lcter, Vera was more attentive to hinm
roe ofiicials cane fron Loscour to 2z ain why Lo was unnapry,

SECRET
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feteber 1940, Exit pernit denied,

o feaser 1981, . and Vera vasaticned at each near dira., vera roceived )
final diverce fyom first husband,
. Srevst 196, *0 ande cecond exit anplication,

26 Februarw 1962, This was the date U receive! exit permil, according
to w3t tatner toie wand, (CL/SIC files)

e farch 1952, Y wrote parents that he did not hsve much momey saved
and =T, Ut mweo 16 for :loscow stay. (CI/SIG,)‘, :

73 Harch 1967, Clevel-nd Plain lealer article said that vhen he last
@rote :aally ie had job in Aostovecn=.oh, also “.itrte .opt zabdxkmoto
anides sald in aast:ington tocay that shis i3 the first case of its xind in
waich the ®ussians have gronted an exit visa", |Tals inaccurate: lw was
Vi never even in Rortov-on«bon so far as is known, and Oswald foar om had alreagy
been granted an exit permit, (CI/ZIG)

£l Sareh 1962, auit work, talnking aboul to leave,

Vavr 1962, He was met by no one uvon arrival in Foscow, <epuired to small
: hotel w.ere nresented note from Vers asking for cheap room, ne had net learned
' any Hussian,

1% Ja. 197, Traded ~oviet interaal passport for exit passport, at OVIR,

| ¢ ) seamwtIIc ran out o¢ money. Vera semt “im come from “eningrad,
!
Later in !lay, Received woney and nlane ticket fron father. Aeturned

Vera's ioan pius extra, via LP cérresnondent,

! 20 Jav 1992, Arrived in U.2, uer allen guota., oxtensively debriefed i
by CIX, 731, etc. sych assescment that-he unenctionsl, not the tipe to
lesrn from exyorience, thou. htless of xxmxx others® feelinrs, mirht be bought
off by Joviets if in need. -

R ————

- = S Y
_— o B . ® £ wE AaEAErT RAuSFE Eag
- R EIIIfT SEREY PAQL DA4T TR giCtaE: BSsEisg 253
. b4 " -t - & ; = N
* b o éiiégg ‘é%-‘g% §§"£ 5 53 égt‘ivgggg_ﬂ ;g’éfi’ih g 03 -
}2 S = ,‘Ec-a-g“ %9% g3 - £¥ ZEYEGEwE P 2=2.7%68d . S23
<5255 8585, gl <3 o ,:gQ,: LS e hat; N
=~ o 3 o= %‘ iR e CLERES ~=g 88 3 .nﬁ, EnliET e Ec:".“!
e gy BEE EP, w & t275a 2 =g §~: g a =i o @ s
® b < SaoED cEESEg& 8 EG YR wdg Zfaic e wlels
O = < 9557 ZR23 8BRS Y 3¢ 2¥olyE SyfzciiesaiElE
- 3 = Tio~2m FExfon igs £3 £ g= 322 ‘:"’25—:?::“;&32% X
DY = =z"s~=( SebpTpE,iy SE. _Lef¥R TR SEZT3L92T 23K
g P =83 - d=z3 BEZ 2SS wt® - 2%y H.ﬁuE’: E2o385% b g
B B xEisodl 7 ugeRpic Ffrg 3Rrpelosactonsiiizngaay
4 SRR E S STk £ S S Nt LI -5 E8 3Pl SIS et K oty
T Qe oy tgga—-ééé“giéeﬁ EeB2d _’EF:,_Z3~53§.“25:~.¢:_§ ggzrogg
B e 0 TZERETE E3283 es3E R23FRA s288382 ¢52394358 =39

]

od
3

S

\
€
A

™~
s
:\
.
.'k Q
*{\.
V)

A\Y

Q.
f



00000

$9

{

RIS A% T VI

foteher 1940, Exit perait denied.

fenmer 195], . & Vera vacaticned at “each ncar dira. Vera rocelived
final a'i\'arc'e'mm first husband,

Mrevst 131, 0 ande second exit a~plication.

26 Tebruary 1962, This was the dato W received sxit permit, according
to it fatuer toic nand, (CI/SIG files)

2 lareh 1942, ¥ wroté paremts that he did not hrve much momey saved
and =1 0L nwca 1t for :toscow stay. (CI/SIG)‘, :

73 farch 1962, Clevelwnd Plain sealer article saild that vhe: he last
wrote Zanily he NMad job in dostovecnwon, alse Y iste Leopt zxibdmono
. mides sald in aasiin ton today that ghis is the first case of its kind in
wich the ®ussians have pgronted an exit visa®, | Tals inaccurate: hu was
never even in Ror tov-on-Uon so far as is known, and Oswald for om hat alreagy -
been granted an exit pernit, {(CI/IIC) :

2h “arch 1962, uit work s tnlnkiné ghoul to leave,

May 1962, He was mzt by no one uron arrival 4n Moscow, epsired to small
hotél woere nresented note from Vers asking for cheap room. ne had not learned
sy Russian,

18 [ 1960, Traded ~oviet internsl passport for exit passport, at OVIR,
Hearwnlle ran out o ¢ money., Vera semt “im gone from “enin rad,

Later in llav, Received money and olane ticket fron father. dzturned
Vera's loan plus extra, via UP cérres-undent.

20 lay 1982, Arrived in U.T, under alien guote. cnxtensively debriefed
by CIA, 121, elc, Isych assescment that-he unenctional, not thoe type to
learn fronevrerience, thourhtless of xxxx others® feelings, ai-ht be bought
off by Joviets if in need. .
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Handwriting sazple of Vers Ivanova PLATOHOVA , M,é. Rkt Sdnron
RERN W 717 et anuny
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