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bub jeets Das ter

ferense: Attashed nelortndun for the resords telephons éonversation of
date.
this .o ..;l 3“( ‘)

I am sorry to say that, beeause of & deadline I !ud to mest, the nems

T

for the reeord was not vrittcn until sgveral dvl after sy meetingd with

anjut,. It may be inecrreet on scme detalls of W's history, whieh you

would of sourse know all about, If the story in the first paragraph does

I
?ot perfeetly mateh what W, has told you, the fzult is prolably mine, nob

, ‘l'u you might eall = 4if you see ary INEENEL Momiutomlu.

on Sovist attitudes
|20 Generally speaking, the information ¥, gnve Adoes not scem to me ine

consiatent with what I heve seen from othex' sourees, On the questions
éf sosial frietion and religion, “is reply was more ®pro-Soviet® than
intomation =z fr:::;ﬁther sourees, On the other hand, his ansvers on
lnti-Se:ld.tia:: and his etatemiénts on drunkenness certainly did not sast

ary very fevorable I1IX light on Soviet sceiety. One interesting answer
ihieh I neglested to ineiude in my memc indisated the sontimuing existence
of pro-Stalin sentiment,

T‘. In the First paragraph of the memo, I state that W. seemed 'ponu.an;v
c:r ideologieally unsophisticated,® It probably would have been more correet

to ssy that he was uninterested, or uncomnitted, rather than LEEREX unuphuu-

cnted, though that was also true., Such negative referenses as he nade to.
Scviet idess (and there wers not many sush references) s;mad a little in-:
terded to sutisfy me; they were mzinly made {n the first part of the inbers
view, before any rapport was est‘.ablished. If he was unhappy in Leningrld,;
it ssemed to be becavse he felt himself an slien, and beocause he was hono-
e&dek for the good cld USA, not beceure thers was armything wrong with Come .
wunien, or anything good about American politieal institutions, He pre=

rented himsell sormeuhat as the ordinary m who trias to get alengs & lite,
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tle J¥ provineial or even puritanieal in making moral judgments on cthers,
;mn while obviourly exposed. to moral critieisn .hmuf. He desearibed the
;ne_\._g,et bis mother's condition 2s having XXX been a resl shock to him,
' ;ad this meems eonsistent wtti hie tendency to critieirs drunkennces, bad
i“"““'t alipsl;od' work, end go forth in others. He sommsnted, rather
spprovingly, that Soviet ehildren really mind when they are ssclded by

I
total strangers, whereaé Americsn children (he thought) weuld mot. I

b ’ .
would expect that he would be a good reactor when submitted to & poly~

.! aph, Perbaps because EX he had slready besn questioned fex soverf.l
;’m, he seemed to be little gusrded and jumpy, espeeially vhen any
‘ rr =y questions seeacd to stray from the subjeet af Soviet publis sttitades.
fh the other band, he volunteered .l quite & few remarks about his own
:cua, bis own problems, He appeared to be worried about his ehanees of
:ﬁ.nding & Job, and mentioned that one old friend (who had stuek by him
+m the way®) was i{rying to help him in this,
i. Hhen the time eame for mas to depart, i.4., when I had asked all the
estions I gould think of, he eseked if anything furtber was to happen
f:.hat day. I said that all T knew vss what you hed told us when you left,
?;.hat there was nothing further set up®, and thet I could simply leave when
fjinuhed. He offered me a drink, whieh I declined, saying I wanted to get

!
Bome. I think he rather enjoyed the interview, or st least XE the chanss

%o spout off hir views. As ny memo indieates, I wea impressed by his
cirtieulﬁ:cnnn, which probably resulted from his e=xying things he had
ghought out end prepared himself to say., I did not really sross~question
l‘ém, in ths sense of trzing_to. ecateh him aut, or probing his oum motivesg
he was villing o run on and I was willing to let him, askiag new questions

when he hsd sald all he cowtd on old onss e
! M .
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