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~' A former CUban IS officer wbo served with the Cuban 
InteU tsenee Service uuti1 April 1964. 

Headquart~rs Comments 

The fo:Uowins report. is one of a series containing per•onalUJ 
!nforaation provided by the source and includes suppJ~aental 
!nforlllla U on from tho recorda of tt.J.a · Agenc::J. ' ., 

.. :..' • ' .. } . ':"«. 4 ' • 3:',..... . .. '!*. 1-:!;-~' 
·u· 'Sil('ie'queated that the addressees take no action on lilDJ of 
the individuals 11enUoned in the personality reports without 
first checkiq with tbis Agency. · 

Source identified a photograph of Coaandante Jose 
RRNANDli:Z and tuU.d that his nJ.c.:knaJMJ is "El Gallego." 
FIRNANDIZ is the chief of all aray training schools from 
cadets up. Bo is not conn~ctad with Cuban Intelligence.l,2,3,~,5.6, 
1,8 

Headquarters Co~ents 

l • .. 

2. 
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ln a report dated ll tiay 1~60, from an tuitested source, 
1 t was reported that one Joso FERNANDEZ, poeeiblJ identical 
with tho above Subject, was a Cuban Ambassador on an 
araa buying missions in Rome. 

In June 1962 a Cuban national, untested, wboso rather was 
an old ar11111y friead of Jose FKR!'IANDIZ, aka "Ei Gallego," 
reported the following information; 

)'EMA..'IIIDEZ is Chief ,of .Artilhry Schools in Habana 
Province; be frequently gives l~ctures on art1ll~ry 
weapons at a School for Members of tbe Western Army 
(La lscuela para los Hieabrea de Ejer~ito ~cidento). & 
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~P ~rs a captnln in th• ar~y d~ring BATISTA'~ time 
And WIH. tn prison for hi:~> , • ._,~~ in th'.:: 4 At::-il Movement 
until hla release. by C~S~v. F~RN~~DEZ ~as r.ot known 
to I.K· a CoW!Iun1tft aoa, at Ut~· t :.mo o! tt.is repurt (1962) ~ 
was nut l·onsidered to be o:>•' lie llt tende'j a::.-tii l•r7 
fH'hcol9 in the United Stat<>s (dates and places ·unknown) and 
~p~ak" ir.glish well. He 1s ~ll educated and well · 
trained for the position he a.,lds. ne is often referred 
to al'l "Cl Gallego ~ernand~~.... FEBNA.'iVEZ allegedly 
was chief of tho operation asa1ost tile invaders of· 
Playa Giron in April 1961. H~ was described as having 
been born about 1&21, being sill: feet one incb tall, 

.185 pound!'.!, having light gra.ytsb eyes, light brown 
hair, a fair complexion, ~ite even t~etll, and an oval 
!ace. Ho speaka witb a Castllliao accent. 

A fairly reliable source, .. ip a u~;,)rt dated 11 Julr·1962, ·• 
stated that Major Jose Ramon ~~~~DEZ was tbe Cb1ef of tbe 
Soccion Preparac::ion j Organi:tac1o::t Coabativa (Section for 
the Preparation and Organization of Warfare - SPOC), tbe ,..·.~.'~' 
Cuban ~r.lily •·1!11 keJ llluln tor defense agdllBt invasion, and tbe • 
ailitMry brains of the countr1. De had access to all secret 
1nfuraat1on. nRN!:NDEZ received b.1s 1·m.truct1ons exclustv:elr 
froa·ti'del and Raul CASTRO witb wbo.tl be.h 111 per:sonal contact •. ,,,. 
He ·received his ailitary·education in the United States. Be·l& 
int.elligent and reportedly not a COIIUiuniat. 

4. rJ Cuban national, untested, reported 1D Septeaber 1·962, tbat 
tbe facilities ·of tbe Military Acsdesy at C~p Managua were 
being utilized as a t.ra:l.ning center. for officers, of:fic.•er
candidatea and non-c01111missioned officers. Major Jose FERNANDEZ,., 
aka "Ei Gallego," has an office on the ground floor of tbe first 
building as yo~ enter the camp. ~,L~DEZ and a.deneral Enrique 
LISTER prepar~d all the training schedules, paapblets, and 
training aides, as w~ll as joint e~ercisea in which air ground 
(araor and infantry) have participated. 

5. In a 14 l(ovelllbor 1962 report, an untested soorce said that 
Comandante (fnu) FERNANDEZ is the o~ly Cuban official wbo 
is completely within the confidence of tile Soviets witb 
respect.to tho military fortifications of the HAbana area. :u . 

6. lc:: . ] in a report dated 18 Yay 1963·, 
stated that an unioientified "usually reliable source" said 
lhat Major Jose Ramon FERNANDIZ, known as '"El Gallego," is 
the one who made tile preparation for ~~STRO's trip to the 
Soviet Union ln Ft>~bruary 1963. FER..'iA.'IiDEZ arrived in Habana 
trom Moscow two daya before CASTRO's surprise departure. 
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7~ A fairly reliab1e 9eurce, in- a report dated 1 August 1963. 
stited that she did cot think ~~ASDEZ ~as a CoAmunist ~ he 
ba..s ·always had Catholic tendencies·but that be -ie a correct 
-$~ldier and puts the ~ilitary above everything. He is divorced 
~d his ex-wife is living in Miaai with their two daughters, 
francis, born in 1951, and Alic , born in 195~ • 

. 8. A source who is officer Vbo bas 
' ~ contacts among ot .aubaitted aany 

reports. but they appear t~ have been accurate) rep~~ted in · 
september 1963 that Major Jose Ramon FERN~~DEZ Alvarez, Chief 
of Training, General Staff of the Cuban Rebel Arsy, is anti
Coumunist and a military type in the strictest sense of the 
word. He sticks to bis military duties and serupul~lj 
avoids politics; he keeps hilll'lself cCNIIlpletely isolated froa 
all political elements. He is proud of his present status 
and- .thankful to C.AS'I1l0 for it; for feu of losln1 it be 
apPe~s uawilling to undertake any kind of activity against 

-the CASTRO regilll'le. CASTRO is undoubtedly knowledgeable of 
FmL~AND!Z' attitude and baa sufficient confidence-in htm to_ 
retain hia in his·present position. CASTRO also i& aware 
that _be baa few officers nth the military d1scipJJ1ne, 
b(ni...;how, _and e~r1.tu:u::_e -poasel!lls:ed bJ r:am.NJ.NIIIZ. 
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