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PROJECT LIONICN

Identification. This is a technical (prlmarily photographic) surveillance
operation agsinst the PEHUMEN Fmbassy in Mexico City.

Opjeqtives;f The operation is designed to (1) furnlsh~photographic coverage
during daylight hours of the entrances of the target inmstellation, (2)

dispatch ph)sical ‘surveillance teams against perscns assoclated with the
target, .and (3) keep in readiness a listening post for the monitoring and

:recording of eventual technical penet!ution operations of the targst.

The target installation 1s the PBRUMEN Bmbassy compound (including
Consulate) in Mexico City.” The above-listed objectives are accomplished by

‘two trained, full-time surveillance agents who live across the street froa
- the target. .

The project is in consonance with Pelority A, Objective 1, of the
current Related Mission Directive for Mexico.

Beckground, This project, herewith presented for approval for the first time,
does not.represent a new operation. LIONION activity has been going on since

" 1962 and costs have heretofore been charged to PBRUMEN FI funds. The

operation produces photographs of persons associated with the PBRUMEN Enbassy,
both staff and visitors. These photographs are normalily reviewed for identi-
fications by the PERUMEN section at the Station, then shown separately to

LITAMIL~9 and LITAMIL-7 who are | |
They are subsejuently forwarded to the CI section of HH/SA wherg they are shown

- to PBRUMEN intelligence derfectors AMNIP-1 and AMMUG-1. Of those assets to whon

they are routinely shown, LITAMIL-9 has to date made the largest nuaber of
identificatiéns. The photos have proven of great value. Within hours of the
arrival of a new !dnbassy staff{ member his photogzraph is in the hands of the
Station, In addition to the identification of staff and visitors, the photos
{accompanied by & log kept by the LIONION agents) reveal patterns of action
{arrivals and depertures) and detells of personal assoclations (who associates
with whom) which are of great value to the Stetion in mounting operations against

the target.

In addition to photography, LIOHNION-1 and LIONION-2 are often called upon
to do visual surveillance of the target installation and LIGIION-1 is essentiel
to the dispatching of the LI-MBRACE survelllance team against individuals
associated with the target. Because of the presence of police patrol cars in
the vicinity, the Station's mobile surveillance assets cannot come close to the
target, hence the need for LIOCNION-1l's dispatching services.

&«

The presence of LIONION-1 and LIONION-2 also insures continued occupancy of
e valued piece of real estate which will be used as a listening post when the
Station succeeds in installing additional technical surveillance devices in the
target in the form of concealed radio transmitters.
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Overstional Assets (Personnell.

LIONION-1 is a young PERUMEN lawyer iz exile, - He left PBRUMSN in 1960,
-planning to continue on via Mexico to the Tnited States where he resided in
his ecorly yearse. Hig two broilers are Amsvican clitizens, one a desk officer
in the Department of Commerce. in Washingizc. the other a police official in
Tampa, Florida. While in Mexico LIGNION-1 was recruited, as LILILY-1, to
-perform PBRUMEN. operational suppert servizss for the Station and, once having
& taste of clandestine activity, decided - remain in Mexico. LIONION-2, his
mother, was recfuited inm 1901, as LILILY-Z, 3s a basehouse cccupant and
operator in.the LIFEAT/LIMRODS technical wreration almed at the PERUMEN
Embassy. At this same time LIONION-1 also roased into LIFEAT/LIERODS work and
the two worked together as & teas. In 1973 LIONION-1 and LIONION-2 worked
together in processing the take of the LITSAT/LIERCDE/MIKTRAP {nstallation, novw
known as LIOMEN. At this tize their crypiocyms wers changed frem LILILY-1 and

‘2 to LIFEUD-22 and 23, respectively. In w2 latter part of 1962 the two agents

began the present photographic surveillansz operation.

LIONION-1 was granted an O on 18 Msr 1302 by IMG-1066L, He was
LCFLUTTERED on 8 October 1963, HMM-1200%.

LICNICH-2 was granted en OA on 16 Mey 1362 vy HMMW-I0660.

LIONION-1 is the mainstay of the operszion, LIONION-2 acts as bis assistant
sand fill-in at such times as ke is absent Irum the obuervation post. Bota serve
principally as observers and photosraphers. LIONION-1 elso acts as a dispatcher
for the LIFMBHRACE surveillance team {rom wIith he is compartmented. Dispatching

* i3 done by radio using pre-srranged innocus code terminoloyy; the tesm does not

know LIONION-L or nls precilse location. II2000H-1 also procecses on the premices
all photozraphic coverage of the main Smhessy gate through final printing, cropping
end mounting. Photographic coversge of it Jonsulate gate is processed through the
negative development stage.

Control is primarily financial buttressed by the knowledge, on the part of
the agents, thot eg PERUMEN refusess ther e vulnerable to pressure which might
be brought upon them by KUBARK through the Mexican govermment should they get out
of line, Motivation is a combinstiocn of foarclal necessity and violent aversion
to, and determination to bring about the Imuifaell of, the AMIHUG regime. An coe
additional motivating factor is that botlh zgents actually enjoy what for many would

be wmonotonous work. Psychologically, they are ideally suited to this sort of work.

Both anents realize that they ere woriinyg for PBPRIMS intelligence; LIONION-1
appears to be avarc that he is working for T2ARK., The cover utilized by LIONION-2
is that of dependent mother. LIONION-1 pEsses as a would-be writer who can afford
to dabble without notable publishing suceess Tecause of family landholdinss in
Tampa, Florida {inherited from his deceasa® Tather), which enable him to live as
8 "rentiste,” one who lives on incowe fram sturces other than gaintul exmployment.
His rentista status is registered with the Yexican government. In Octcler 1964
this cover successfully withstood intensive Investigation by Mexican euthorities
checking on persons of questicnable status Iixr tax collection purposes. The
Station plans to bolster the vriting cover wilth supporting documents from a
literary azent in Hew York City; these wilil te requested in separate correspondence.
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Coordination. Coordination wita other PBPRIME elements or the Mexican government
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- Communicatipon i{s primarily with LIONION-1; with LICHION-2 only in his
absence. Meetings, pre-arranged or signalled by innocuous phone calls (calls
from LIONION=1.go through a telephone cut-out), are usually held at the
LIONION-1 safé apartment. This apartzment, which would appear to be a LIONION-1

 love nest, is in anothor area of town. The Station KURIOT technician,
- Bugh T» FRANCOITE, meels with LIONION=1 at least once & wesk., The Case Officer,

WL

" Lawrence F. BARKIR, mcezs with him less- frequently. Yhereas LIGION-1 knows

the true name of the Case Officer, he does not ¥now FRAICUTTE's true identity.

Secuxitx Evaluation. Ir either of the LIOHION agénte are uncovered by Mexican
authorities as engaged in operations against the target, they have been briefed
to indicate, that they arc WOrtino for an exile orpanization based in the JMJWAVE
area on a voluntary, non-pald, patv&otic basis and to stick to the story covering
their income, This would probably ‘hdld up wiless tihiey were caught in flacrante

wvith the KURIOT automatic pulse camers on the prémises. This camera is of such

refineswent and complexity as to be difficult to ascribe to an oxile organization.
In any event, LIONION-1 has a close relationship with an official of the Mexican
president’s office. This connection, developed by LICHION-1 for hic own protectlon,
enabled him to weathes the tax investigation and can be used by him to ovorcome any
future difficulties with Mexican authorities.

Under Mexican law, the principal (photographic) activity of the project is
not illegal, therefore uncovering of the photographic operstion would not of
itself result in arrest or prosecution. It is usually possible to stave off
investigation or house search for a period of time sufficient to remove compromise
ing material from the premises. The LIONION base house was once cleaned completely
in ona evening and could agein be cleaned, probaolj in lezs time, If circumstances

should warrant.

The target installation is aware that photo curvelllance is s probability.
On one occasion AMKNOB-1, a JMWAVE asset, was shown a noarby building {not the
LIONICN base) by a PERUMEN Habassy officer and told that 1t was a XKUBARK photo

base.

LIONION-1 is known hy night to some PHRINMIR I-broosy utell persouucl wiio have
observaed him in the neighborhood. Presumably they bellicve he is a Mexican. To
avoid operational couwpromise, he ceannot renev hls expired passport at the
PBRUMEN Consulate. For this reason the Station will request KURIOL fn separate
correspondence to prepare new pagsports for both LIGHION agents so that they may

travel outside Mexico,

Security measures employed in this operation are designed to make it virtually
impossible for any opposition service to link LIGNION personnel with the Station,

is not necessary at this time and none is envisaged.
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