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MEMORANDU.vf. FOR.: Director of Centrall:ltclHgt'!nce 

FROM John H. Wall.::r 
Inspector Genera.l 

SUBJECT Wa:-<hington Star Story, 1 Oct~Ler l'i7i) 

1. Thi~ is !ur rocr informc:.tion only. 

z. On 1 October 1?76 the Washi!.:::t<'n St.".r pu!Jlis!.ed a r:.e...,s 
story with an Associ:~.ted Press crecit line, he.1c!lined CIA 
Viewed Oswald As Inform<J.tion Source (.::opy ~at~cheJ}.The 
le:1d stated: 

Contrary to sworn testimo::y, the CIA once con
sidered using presidential ass:r.ssin Lee Harvey 
Oswald as a source of intelligence inform.'l.tion 
.about the Soviet Union, accordin; to a ne"··ly 
.released CIA doc\!lTle:'!t. 

ID s\vorn testimony before the Warren Cor:nmi.asion_ 
former CIA Director Richard H<"lms said the 
Agency never had ''or 4:'!\'en contemplated'' any 
contacts with Oswald. 

The :news story, in another section, made the follo,~nf 
statement: 

The November 25, 1963, memo e,;:plc1ined that 
the Agency's interest in Oswald as a potential 
intelligence source w:t.s due to his "unusual 
behavior in the USSR, 11 to which ~~ h"'d dcfected 
in 1?59. 
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3. Th·::rc was such a mc:nora~dl•rr!, wA·ittt:n by c. ca::~c 

officer then stationed in Pnr'· :·, recc:>ny rt>!.cascd w.dcr FO!A. 
V/riting three d;:J.y£ a!:er Pre: .rle:~t ;\:(!!lr.crl;·'s assL!:>!.inaLion, 
this case offic~::r recalled that thea: ~1ad Lae.-.:•-:. intcr'.!st in Oswald. 

As soon as I had heard Oswald's narr.e, I rccaU.r.d 
that as Chief of the 6 Branch I h.1d dis··uss-.!1 ·
sometime in the summer of 1960 -· wi~h !he th-E-n 
Chief and Deputy Chief of ~ne !J R.: s":>...:ch ;;;":·.·ion 
the laying on oi interview (s) throug::·.,\t;i:J:-uv~ . .i.") '>r 
other snitable channels ••• 

I remember that Oswald 1 s unusual beha·,fior i:a ~1·.,. 

USSR had struck me from the moment! had re:,c! 
the first ODACID.dispatch o;.a l}im, a.."ld I told r.:\)' 

subordinates something .1r:::.cu.no:inb· to "Don1: push 
too hard to get the info rnl<.::icn •.\l'e n_cecl, be•; a usc 
this individual look;: -:.de!." 

•• · •• I do not know ,•;h:.~ .":.ction C(•\·elopcd there
after • 

4. The Helms testimony before the \'farrE:n Co.>rr.mis~ion 
on this subject was as follow~: 

I 

Mr. Helms. On Mr. McCone's behalf, I had all 
our records searched to see if there had been 
an~; contacts at any time prior to President Kenned)• 1s 
assassination by an~·one in the.Centro..l Intelligence
Agency with Lee Harvey Oswald. We checked our 
card files and our personal files and all our records. 

Now thi~ check turned out to be negative. In addition 
I got in touch with those officers 'l.vho were in positions 
of responsibility at the times _in question to see if 
anybody had any recollection of any contact having 
even been suggested with this man. This also turned 
out to he negative, so there is no material in the 
Central Intelligence Agency, either in the rcc('rds or 
in the mind of any of the individuals, that there was 
any contact had or even cc:ntcmplated with him. 
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5. Mr. Helms did state exa.ctl:r the words quoted in the 
news story -- "or even contemplated." But the context o£ 
those word:. was what ·w.as reported to him as the result of 
a search of records and me.mories. To this day those 
familiar with the extensive Oswald records state that there 
is no renection in those records th.;u anyone even undertook 
to propose or approve a contact '\Vith Oswald. It would have 
been natural to do so, but apparently any such ~hou~hts did 
not progress to formal action. From the xnemorandum 
quot<!d, it is apparent that someone at Branch l<:\·ct ~id think 
about it, even if :&othing ever came of it. This hardly con
stitutes a responsible or oHidal or serious "contemplation" 
o£ the idea. l-.1.r. Helms' full statement on this point seems 
literally cor.rect in the full context of his statement, a!though 
more refined qualifica!ions might ha.v:e reiterated the basis 
for his concbsions. The news story is mislcadir.g on this 
point. 

6. The news story statement that Oswald w:u consi::!ercd 
due to his 11unusual behavior in the USSR, 11 is exactly the 
opposite o£ the statements of the quoted mcmorandu:n, \Vhich 
reported the care that should be used if O:::wald 'l.'>•sre approached, 
because o£ his strange conduct. 

! . 

7. The statement in the news story about Mr. Dulles 
consulting wit~ Agency peuonnel on how to answer q1,1estioas 
is basically true. The i::lterpretation to be pl:J.ced on this _ 
counselling will depend on the inter&net:er. The inference o£ 
the news story is that Mr. Dulles 't\-as counselling :danted · 
responses on t!l.e Os\-:a.ld issue. thereby tending to reinforce 
the interpretation of decc.:_>tion attributed to Mr. Helms. 
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Attachment: 
As St<:Lted 

c:c: DDCI lrt/atts 
DIG:S~3T'S!c!:inri::.:r;e:js (i! 1~!1) 6 Q~:t):::~r U71i 
:::~std!l·•tie~.: 
{\ri!l_ ~!/iA\.-..s. - .;._..;re::;se~· 

". '"' 1 ~-1/a":.t.s - D:X:I 
V 1 :!/.,":."i.s - E~ 

·-· 1 };/.& ":.ts I:: O'.:"'.;no - 3 -
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#-~at..}~• 
Cont~:-.; t:~. s"rlorn te;:;m::my. t~e 

'CIA c:>!!:<:: C{l."lS.h!eted l:sin3 p::-e,;i:l.::i· 
!la1 ~s:;,:u~i:\ !..ee H:...-let Osw:t!d ::u :1 \ 
sou:-c~ o! "i:~teHi.=!e-!!C'e. inform.-.::::!'Lg 
aoo<.~t L~~ So·1ie: tin;"o:t. :::.c:or;;iin,g t-l; 
a nt:-vly :-e!e=!.;e: C:£·\ c!ocur.":~nt. •.••.• ~ 

!n :•-.c.rn :l::'stl::t:l;'l)' b:lOrl: · t..':e: 
\1i~::t::i ~ !:o:::::'ti~siu:a,; .~ Ic::-:ter:&.CL\ 
l.Ji:-~c:::l: . ?.lc~.::m.i. !!drn:o nicl t~e: 
;.:;;t:te~: ~~v!: ~~c!..~. cr cv~:: c:or:t~.r:-_ 
p!:1~::d·· :1.=•:1 ~o:~:::t.:J:::ts \ti:.a Os...-ald_ •. 

·n:.:: :::vly rd.-.:n:!.'d ~occ::t:::.:. 
\":ri:.t...::t by::.:~ t:::i.!en!!fi::d C!.\ of:ice:

. th:!!>~ f:£';$ 2f:~r Pr.r:sic!::::t John F .. 
Y.cr.::':"ly w.;:.s :;ili<:d i!J Dali:as on i-.io·'· 
l!. lS;l., r.~:~i t..~:1t·~·~·e sl:ow~J i:1te!-: 

·u·•e:::::: i;l~e:<:.>'!.':.."' i:'l Osw::1ltf:::.::.:l •·._!:s-· 
c~ss4!'d · ... : : ·ih~: l~yi~l ·on of 
vit:., ; .. !• !·· .;.:;. .. -:-. ~- · · · :: · ,-: 

i,. A-s~:!l:\d;~o..~o:t~"'lt·rev:.:ats t!::.lt. 
! ~lor;::::-·.::,\. Di:-C:C:o:' Allen D~.::!~. 
' "while s~""'i::~ as. a rne-::::.be::-. oi !l:.~ 

W::u-:e:t C..:olmi.:>~'lc:\, prh"llt:::ly. co:.!\<> 
seted CL\ o!:ici.:ll.s o:s. :.r.~ bes'!. "JJ:l7 to 
::r.sw~r r::~":.ior..s -!rom the- cor.u::i:>· 
sio:a o~::t ~!:e;r-Uo:u., ~t -~q~~.:!~~ ... .,. __ •:-.-

•:t:u!c: it c!-:2.: th:t:. 
\V:\!1 ;2:s r.~-,~:- ::n e=~loyeo etr :a::e~t 
of Ci:. ~"tr·:!:i su!iic:~:· ~n uni:!e:::i
l'ied CU. o!'::c~r w:ot!: H~Jms ~n A,:il 
19S4. . .., -: ..... :.': : .;~ ., :: ~ .~ ... 

••.[ :.~:-e~ ·;.~,~ n•o t.'l.;t. a C:lre.u;•.i 
. ph':'Ol;<:d C:e::!:.l of the crmr:;.::s or m
,o:.,~~-~.:::: -..it:a Os-..,31d se~med oos~ 
:.'t;?tJ~,~.l .. !t: .. • .. • laht:~ ~::j~~:t:iiit:d ':!!i::t":· 
(lt:!:.!.ood I"' !•<C ,<;;'\." .:_.,...:.f" ~. ·- •~~~ • •• ... 

l-J 
-·P'· ....... ~·· . ·~-..... -.:· . ..,..,-h .•• _.;.; ~~l-··---- ,. ~-

., .• 1 .•• :1 he ;~,..~t.J.~d u ....... •:le Cl)a • ·-·· ~o,; • :.: . ·;.~ ' ~• ...... , ~· • • ., 
rnissiu;1 i:~ ?·!.:ly· l.S<>~. Hel:ns, · t~~:'l 

'l'le:ul of. t;,.c :!j;er.~y·s. c!:.:r.<!~sti:u~ 
·~e:vie~s. test:la~d ... cnd~r· cztit t?l.!~ l 
-.''the::-e"::; no :rn;•t~ri;:tl in t.':e- C~r.t::~l 1 
.. ln~~lii.;::t1c-:: 1\~ency ... : eithT:r- i:t ::,e
~r:<:CI.)r~.s. c.: i:l t.":c- r:'li!'l:! ai :!n:f o: t~e 
. i::t!ivi::!~=.~s t~at t!:ozr.~ .. \"fa.~ .e:.:ry ~~r;;· 

t:J.et h:t•. c: even cor.l.emp.::: • .:d W&t."l 
O:.w:1ld. · · 

. . ·~;~~~~~~~:ii~t~~~;~~~_;j~;~ ',~us_},~·-.· . . ,.:· .. : -.··. :::- -~. 
·bom.wi:e:. ?.J';trit:::i, rni;:M h.:lv~ bt:e:t 
.put d ~ t;-e:~d lor: Soviat wo:::e:. t•) 
·nunj· fe:eizn~rs •. Jeav~ t..~e co~~:::j• 
··:::nd s-;.t<l~ overseas w~er~ they cocld 
ser·;e <:!.> :;_;~ie;;. . · -·· .. ·- .,., 

~ ::.::'. ~· ~-~.:: :: ~ :;.. -::- ~;.~ - '·. ; : 
. u.c. •• t_ ••• o A ... cu_ th_ .. 5er."'y s 
:i~ter'!s;. ·i:( O.>Wi!!d sai:l t~e «.!iso::us
SJon~ ~JO>•.:t O;,tt:tad C'.CCcrreJ-••so::;e
tioe .i:~ !'!!:r:rner. 19£0." r.,~ ;u:t~ar; 
con:!::::~::::••;: c!on't :ec::t!l i! t~i~> w:.s. 
c.lbc:I!S~ed \;::l:e O.sw::lld . .i'!'!d his f:!mi-! 

w:uclter t!:eir::&r:riv:ll:'.·:: ·.... ··' 
r .. _ ...... ...,...~·"..::. .~.; ... ~·t.•""':"e .,.., ..,: •t.:= . . .., : 
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-2; . ABOVE 11ISCCHJSTRU£D fROM SAffiTIZE:D ~ P.ELE~SED .!.mDEr. f:O!A-. 

l_.i:!RI·;rr:r~ BY f'ORn~r. OffiCER I.:JHo I.:!AS IrliERESTED~\n POSS!SLE· u~~f~{ !;._·· .=~·-_:- .. -

!. FbR.~ATION. · oiw.\·tD niGHT HAVE ru coure:xr of soviET r.t:.'.tir.:iE:s.:· !rl· : , ·· :~: · 
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i RESPON~E. TO DCI. :CAll TO All H.UIDS iO RECOP.D !:JHA n::vc:f:· THE··/ TiioUG!-!T . ~ 
l . . ~ .. • . ,~ . 

l iiiGHT BE R£LE.VMJT TO 1-JARllEI-i COMMISSION I~l7ER£STS, Off!CE!! l:lROJE ia:!:S 
~f;J:.I/,:j · · /"l.:'II/0 . ·· 
: ~-a .. THE C~ DOES RECORD B.~ANCH lEVEL !>ISCUSSIO~I OUT STriTES r;ur 
I A 1\. .• .. 
l . 

l URITER DOES: !·lOT Kl'JOU l:fH.\T 
I . 
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