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MEMORANDUY% FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : John H, Wallzr
Inspector General

SUEJECT ¢ Washington Star Story, 1 October 1574

1. This is for yovr informaztion only.

2, On 1 QOctober 1776 the Washington Star published a rews .
story with an Associated Press credit line, headlined CIA
Viewed Oswald As Information Source (copy zitached), Tke
lead stated:

Contrary to sworn testimony, the CIA once con-
sidered using presidential assassin Lee Harvey
Oswald as a source of intelligence information
about the Soviet Union, according {o a newly .
released CIA document,

In sworn testimony before the Warren Comwmission,
former CIA Director Richard Helms said the
Agency never had "or even coatemplated' any
contacts with Oswald,

The news story, in another section, made the fonowir.g s
statements ’

The November 25, 1963, memo explained that
the Agency's interest in Oswald as a potential
intelligence source was due to his "unusual
behavior in the USSR, " to which ha had defected
in 1959,
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There was such a memorandurn, weitten by & case

officer then stationed in Pai’:, recently released wnder FOIA,
Writing three days after Pre: dent euredy's assassination,
this case officer recalled that there Yad Leon interest in Oswald,

As soon as I had heard Oswald!s name, [ recalled
that as Chief of the 6 Branch I had dis~ussed --
sometime in the summer of 1960 -- swith the then
Chief and Deputy Crief of ine § Reseaszch Ge-.-lon
the laying on oi interview (s) througt WU TULLD oy
other suitable channels . . ,

I remember that Oswald's unusual behavior in the
USSR had struck me from the moment ¥ had rend
the first ODACID dispatch on him, and I told my
subordinates something armcuenting to "Don’: push
too hard to get the informaticn we nced, because
this individual look:s odd, *

. « « » Ido not know whzt action developed there-
after « o « o

The Helms testimony before the Warren Comnmission

on this subject was as follows:

¢
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Mr., Helms. On Mr. McCone's behalf, I had all

our records searched to see if there had been

any contacts at any time prior to President Kennedy's
assassination by anyone in the Centril Intelligence
Agency with Lee Harvey Oswald. We checked our
card files and our personal files arnd all our records,

Now this check turned out to be negative. In addition
I got in touch with those officers who were in positiosis
of responsibility at the times in question to sec if
anybody had any recollection of any contact having
even been suggested with this man. This also turned
out to he negative, so there is nd material in the
Central Intelligence Agchcy. either in the records or
in the mind of any of the individuals, that there was
any contact had or even contemplated with kim.
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5. Mr. Helms did state exactly the words quoted in the -
news story -- ‘or even contemplated.® But the context of
those words was what was reported to him as the result of
2 search of records and memwories. To this day those
familiar with the extensive Gswald records state that there
is no refllection in those records tha! anyoane even undertook:
to proposc or approve a contact with Oswald, It would have
\ been natural to do so, but apparently any such thoughts did

not progress to formal action. From the memorandum
quoted, it is a2pparent that someone at Branch level 1id think
about it, even if uothing ever came of ite This hardly con-
stitutes a responsible or official or serious ""contemplation®
of the idea. Mr, Helms!' full statement on this point seems
- literally corcect in the full context of his statement, although
' more refined qualificalions might have reiterated the basis
for his conclusions. The news story is misleading on this
point,

6. The news story statement that Oswald was considered
due to his “unusual behavior in the USSR, " is exactly the
opposite of the statements of the quoted memoranduwm, which

because of his strange conduct.

7. The staterment in the news story about Mr. Dulles
consulting with Agency personnel on how to answer questicas
is basically true. The interpretation to be placed on this
counseiling will depend on the interpreter. The iafercace of
the news story is that Mr. Dulles was counselling slanted
responses on the Oswald issue, thereby tending to reinforce

. the interpretation of deception attributed to Mr. Helms.
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reported the carce that should be used if Cewald ware approached,
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Contr2ry t9.swWorn testunony, the

CIA once coasideted using presidens
t:a] as3ussia Lee Harvey Oswald asn s
source o ‘iateliizance. infocmaticn..
about a2 So'nc. Union, actording 13
a newi.{ *e.::x..e Ctadocument.... .1
in sworn isstimoay before . the'
Warrea - CV...m!aSIG‘\. : formers CINT]
Dirscias Rickard, Helms said tha- |
smeacy maver nadlMer oven contemel
p!:-.‘ 2d™ 2y can »a:’.s with Oswald,
The ..’e‘*ij reteasad docx..'.-.e.:..
writtea by 2nunidentifizd ClA oflicer
Cghrae dovs af.-r President Joha F.
ch:::éy was wilied in Dalias on ivov., |
22, 1553, 223 that-t'we showad intele. .
“ligeasziater es‘.:n Osw:xld :-..‘.J “*dise-
: CLS:-“d' e o IR l*y. 2 on o. n:’:
yiews;.”" :'."P DX N ,-,,»-_‘\...,._
¢ . The anidentifizd offices Rd=ed-that-
27 damot know= what action develoned .
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H B A.secondifocumant -reveals that:
+:former"CIA Dicector Allen Dl.!!a..,
Jwhile sarving as.a member ol the-
VYarrea Commission,’ pru'ar. 1y €oLfies
selzd CLY oilicials on the best way o
answer cuestions-from the conr::s;-
sios abe allezations thot Oswald
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of Cin Rl 13 sufiics,” an unidextic
car weote Helms in April
‘5)4_ o, ., s 3ay ol .

*f a—'-e-s with hiea that a care.uu_r
p‘\....c.d c:a:.sl of the chnrges of in-
vol¥aniznt -m.a Os-.nk! Seemed most
appronciale,”” the unidend fied ..;‘.:;:
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mission ia May- 1554, He {ms, !'tn
‘head ol. the agenzy’s. clz

-seevicss, tesuiizd | uadsr’ ¢ 2t tn..
-“there’s no ‘matsrial in $22 Contral
JAnteliizeace T Agency,” either ia the

.recards or in the mind of ..1/ o the
Lindividuals that there.was any cons
l:x..z had or even corn.e*:px ted wita™
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TITE NOVY. 23,1883, rreno “xph..
that the ; *"e::cy s interes?t in Gswalld
23 a potradiul .:xlﬂu;e::ce SOULCS Was

(Guz to Ht “*wnausuai behavior in the
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e wers paru..ularly interestod
“ia the (l'elc:cd) Oswald mizht pro--
-wide on the Minsk factory ia wiich he
:‘x‘a beea employed, oa ce
Jtions of e c;.y iseil, and of course
‘we thoy g..: the usual {delated) that
“gaizht huls de '.'clo;\ {Czietzd) porson-
.ah:;u_..ss':e-s *the meemo states. :
L. The memo iandicates.that Oswald.
w..s also of interast to tha CIA boe-
. cause .of c....c*n that b hs Q"s 3
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__'.RI’HA.O HELNS. THEN A BRANCH CHIEF AND LAT‘” CIA‘S nlasc.ow,._-
i '.‘SAID THE AGEMCY NEVER HAD OR EVEN CO!TENPLA;ED ANY CONTACTS . .
’?aUZTH OSUALD... HEWLY RELEASED DOCUHENT SAYS_HE SHOUED s
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