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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ® ROUTINE
Intelligence Information Cable

COUNTRY CUBA TDCS DB-315/01631-64

DATEOF NOVEMBER - EARLY DECEMBER 1964 DISTR. 11 DECEMBER 1964

INFO, SUBECT
EFFECT OF CUBA'S FCONOMIC DIFFICULTIES OW
PIDEL CASTRO'S POSITION
PLACE &
DATEACQ. 6 DECEMBER 1964 REF IN.38266
SOURCE FIELD REZORT NO.
AND

APPRAISAL: A FORMER HIGH-LEVEL CUBAN OFFICIAL WHO WAS ONCE ACTIVE IN THE

REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT AND A CONFIDANT OF FIDEL CASTRO. HE HAS
ALWAYS BEEN ANTI-COMMUNIST AND IS KOW STRONGLY ANTI-CASTRO, HE
CONTINUES TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH MANY CUBAN OFFICIALS AT ALL
LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT. SOURCE HAS PROVIDED A LIMITED NUMBER OF
REPORTS WHICH APFEAR TO HAVE BEEN ACCURATE,

1, CUBA IS PACED WITH SERIOUS ECOROMIC DIFFICULTIES: THE
OCOUNTRY HAS MANY PROBLEMS WHICH DEFY SOLUTION, BUT WHAT WORRIES
FIDEL CASTRO THE MOST IS THAT HE IS UNABLE TO SEE ANY SOLUTION TO
THE CRISIS, ALL ECONOMIC PLANS END IN FAILURE, CASTRO BLAMES THE
PERSONALITIES INVOLVED AND PUBLICLY CASTICATES THEM, BUT HE REFUSES
T0 BELIEVE THE SYSTEM IS WRONG, AS A RESULT, CASTRO ASSUMES PER~
SONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR MORE PROGRAMS, FEWER PEOPLE ARE WILLING TO
ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR PLANKNING, AND EVEN CASTRO IS UNABLE TO
DIRECT ALL THE PROGRAMS HE HAS UNDERTAKEN.
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2. CUBA REALIZES THAT THE USSR CANNOT ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY
FOR ALL OF CUBA'S FCONOMIC NEEDS UNDER EXISTING CONDITIONS, THERE-
FORE, CUBA HAS CHANGED HER FOREIGN COMMERCIAL POLICY AND IS NOW
i PLACING INCREASED EMPHASIS ON TRADE WITH NON-BLOC COUNTRIES,
| INITIALLY, WHEN CUBA HAD AMPLE FOREIGN EXCHANGE, THE POLICY OF IN-

e o -

CREASING TRADE WITH NON-BLOC COUNTRIES SHOWED SOME PROYISE, BUT
WITH INADEQUATE EXCHANGE FACILITIES, AS AT PRESENTAWCUBA IS UNABLE .

N T D % seb e W e R e -

f“ 70 MEET TERMS OF EXISTING COMMERCIAL AGREEMENTS AND IS FINDING IT
' DIFFICULT TO NEGOTIATE NEW AGREEMENTS, THE FEW AGREEMENTS WHICH

HAVE BEEN NEGOTIATED CONTAIN TERMS UNPAVORABLE TO CUBA, ,
x . 3, CUBA'S ECONCMIC-COMMERCIAL DILEMMA IS THE PRIMARY REASON .
WHY CUBAN AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE ANTONIO CARRILLO CARRERAS RETURNED ‘

A3 ’ L

TO HAVANA ON 1 DECEMBER, (HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: SEE TDCS-314/06460- .

64.) PIERRE NIETO, FRENCH BUSINESSMAN WHO IS IN HAVANA, IS PROPOS- !
ING A SIXTY-MILLION-DOLLAR TRADE PACKAGE FOR WHICH NIETO CLAIMS HE g
CAN ARRANGE FRENCH FINANCING, THIS IS ONE OF THE SPECIFICS WHICH i
CARRILLO, WHO DISLIKES NIETO, IS DISCUSSING WITH FIDEL CASTRO AND
ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA, (F1ELD COMMENT: SOURCE, WHO LEFT HAVANA' IN
EARLY NOVEMBER 1964, NOTED THAT A FEW WEEKS BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE
TEERS WAS A DISTINCT CHANGE IN THE ATTITUDE OF HIGH CUBAN OFFICIALS
WITH RESPECT TO THS UNITZD STATES, ON THE RASIS OF CONVERSATIONS |
WITH OFFICIALS CLOSE TO FIDEL CASTRO, WHOM SOURCE DID NOT IDENTIFY, ;
SOURCE BECAME CONVINCED THAT CASTRO IS WILLING TO ENTER INTO COM- f

- MERCIAL DIALOGUE WITH TEE UNITED STATES AND IS SEARCHING FOR
" OPENINGS TO DO SO.)
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4. BECAUSE CASTRO IS ASSUYING .PERSO.\’AL RESPONSIBILITY FOR
MANY OF CUBA'S ECONGAIC PROGRAYS AND IS ALSO FAILING, MORE PEOPLE
ARE BSGINNING 70 CRITICIZE HIM, ALTHOUCGH NOT 10 THE EXTENT OF DIS-
CUSSING THEE PO3ZIBILITY OF REMOVIRG HIM FRCM POWER, (SOURCE COMMENT:
CASTRO REMAINS THE SOLE KEY TO THE CUBAN PROBLEM AND WHILE HE IS IN
PLACE XNO VON'E DARNS ATTEVPT TO CRCGANIZE A COUP AGAINST HIS REGIME,)
(HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: RINMORS ABOUT THE EVENTS WHICH LED TO THE™
DISHISSAL ON 19 NOVEMBER OF JOAQUIN ORIOQUY ¥ESA SUCGEST THAT
SOURCE'S THESIS MAY NOT BE COMPLETELY VALID; CSDB-312/01269-64 IS
AYONG REPORTS WHICH INDICATE THAT ORDOQUI KAD BEEN PLAXNXNING A COUPR,)

5, ALTHCUCH THEY ARS OPPOSED TO WHAT IS HAPPENMING IN CUBA, IN-
DIVIDUALS LIKE EFIGENIO AVFIJEIRAS DEIGADO, VICE-¥INISTER OP SPECIAL
AFFAIRS OF THE ARMED FORCES, AXD JOSE 4, NARANJO, PRESIDENT OF THE
COYMITTEE OF COCRDINATION, EXECUTICOXN AXD T¥5PICTION (JUCEL) IN
HAVANA, ARE AFRAID TO PARTICIPATE I¥ OR EVEN PLAN A ¥OVE AGAINST
CASTPO, OTHER PERSONS WEO REACH & POINT CF TOTAL FRUSTRATION EITHER

LEAVE CUBA IF THEY CAN, OR EESIGH THEIR POSITIONS AS DID JCSE ASSEF ..

YARA, ASSEF HAD BEEYN OFFIRID THE JOB AS JUCEI CHIEF IN MARIANAO
BUT HE WAS CONVIKCED OF THE MNEZD TO REFLACE EVZRY HICH OFFICIAL IN
TEE MOUNICIPALITY, AWy HE BELIEVED EE WOULD NCT RECEIVE THE BACKING
OF TFE REGIME IF HE DID SO, ASSET XOW ATTENDS CLASSES AT HAVANA
UNIVERSITY AND HOPLS TO CONTINUZ HIS MEDICAL SIUDIES. DR, JUAN -
NUIRY SANCHEZ, ASSISTANT TO THE VICE-RECTOR OF EDUCATION OF HAVANA

UNIVERSITY, IS ANOTHER PERSON WEO REMAINS CONCIRNID ABOUT TEX DIS-
ASTROUS SITUATION N CUBA, (FITTD COMVENT: SOURCE EXPRESSED
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CONVICTION THAT ¥WITHOUT ADMITTING IT OPENLY MORE AND MORE OFFICIALS

s o o = 30> 2 g

IN THE REGIME WERE REACHING THE CONCLUSION HE HAD REACHED SOME TIME
AGO, THAT “THE ONLY CURE FOR RABIES IS TO GET RID OF THE DOG,.")
6. FIELD DISSE¥: CINCLANT, CINCSO, ) ;
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