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STAFF HJTERVIZI··? 

2 
PP..ESIDENT' s cm,1rnssron 

otT CIA 1\CTIVITIES 

4 

5 
Washington, D. C. 

6 
Thursday, Hay· 15, 1975 

7 
The Staff met, pursuant to notice at 4 : 0 0 o'clock p.m., 

8 
a t 712 Jackso n P lace , N. W. , Washington D. C. 

PP.ESENT: 
9 

~·l~.RVI:i>l L. GRAY, .. TR., Staff Bernber 
1 0 
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l P R 0 C E E D I N G S 

2 ::'!hereupon, 

3 L. F~ETC:EE POUETY 

4 called for interview by Counsel for the President's Com."'.1issi0:1 

5 on CIA Activities, having been first duly sworn by the ~otary 

6 Public, was examined and testified as follows: 

? E2'::MliHATION 3Y COmJSL::L "!:'OR TIE CO!'U:•liSSION 

8 BY HR. GRZ\.Y: 

9 Sir, would you state your full name for the record? 

10 A. I'ly name 1s L. Fletcher Ilourty. 

11 l\nd you are a retired Air Force Colonel, who for a 

12 substantial period of time, and 2artic~larly around the·late 

13 1950's and early 1960's servecl as a CIT~. 2-P?Ointed liaison 

14 ~ith the Air Force with certain support of a paramilitary nature 

15 is that correct? 

16 A. But it should be the other ':\7 cJ.~' around, I serves as .J.n 

17 
~ir Force officer 1n sup?ort of CV\, I ':las in the Air Force. 

18 
And your office was in the ?\.ir Force? 

19 
Tl. Yes, my office \<Tas in t~e Pentagon, in the Air Force. 

20 Q. Before the reporter arrived you told me that in 

21 
December 1959 or January 19GO or possibly as late as February 

22 
1%0, you 1vere approac~1ed by the .~ir Division of t~1e Co\Je rt 

23 
~ction Staff of the CIA, who saiC. tlJ.ey haG. a special job 

24 
an L-28, '' ' ~ s -..:~1a ·c. requiring Air Force support, 

25 
correct? 
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' £1, Yes. 

Ai1ci I don 't think I can r ep;;; at wh21t you ex?lained to 

me a bout t he L- 2C, s o maybe you hue b2tter r.s~x~a ~.: t ha t . 

A. The L-2C Has a special sin~le englne i_) lane th.:tt ha<~ 

5 been purched by the CIA called t!1e !Iel io Courie r . The Ai::-

6 Force m·med a number of these air craft . So r.·Je provided 

7 c o ver for CIA by giving then Air ·Force insignia and Air Forc e 

8 designation, the L-28, and Air Force serial nur.1bers . lmd these 

. 9 aircraft, or at least sone of them, were based a t Eglin Air 

10 Force Base in Florida. They were a t Eglin Air Force Base 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

·24 

25 

b ecause that is vlhere the CIA !(ept most of its aircraft in the 

c ountry . 

~ And how was this miss ion o riginally . described t6 you? 

~ Originally it was one of a number of missions that we 

\vere operating ove r a period of time . But it vras one of ti1e 

few that we operated with L-2 ~ ' s. The people \·lho came over 

from the Air Division stated that the y l1ad a place to laad the 

p lane ~n Cuba on a road , on a snall road , and they had ~ photo-

graph of it. And they were going to l et t wo men out t here and 

then fly t he plane back with a pilot a nd c opilot to Eglin 1\ir 

Forc e Base. And· t he men ·that were being le f t off wou l d be 

equipped Hith a high powered rifle ancJ. a telescopic sight. 

They were Cubans. \:Je never s a w ther.1 , of cours e . This is what 

t.:1e we re told they 1vere , because we didn 't inte rfere wi t~1 1·1ho 

was o n ' the p lane, we simply put the plane in t he alr. 
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1 was a ·normal procedure . And t~e ob ject of their mission in 

2 Cuba was to go t o a building in Havana where on e .::; f tlle r:1en 

3 kne\v his \<Jay around and was pretty sure ·t :1a t h e could ge t i nto, 

4 and if possible, lle 1vould shoot Cas tro. 

5· Q. Di d you recall who told you this ? 

6 A. No , I don 't, because we·were working eve ry eay with 

7 the se peop le. And I think i f y ou had a listing of the Air 

8 ilivisio n staff at that date I p robably cou l d tell y ou it was one 

9 of four men, somethirig like that, a Division of 1naybe 30 men, 

10 it would h ave b een one of ·three or four, or two of three·or four 

11 The thing ~as, we were doing these th ings e very d ay, i t was not 

1 2 an odd thing that came up, it wa s something that we were doing 

1 3 quite r egularly. 

14 ~ It surprises me that the CIA would describe the 

15 mission to you in thi s much deta il, it doesn't seeiil consistent 

16 wi th compartmentation and need-to -know particularly in view of 

1 7 the sensitive nature of the nission. 

18 A. That is. an awfully good point you are mak ing . In 

19 those day s it did , because the.more urgen t par t of my job was 

20 to brief my boss, t he Chief of Staff , Air.Force , a nd thr ough 

21 h i:-:1 the Secretary, Air Force, or ·the Secretary of Defens e,· 

22 or whoever, as required . 

2 3 · ~ Le t's go off the r e c ord fo r a minute. 

24 (Discussion off the reco rd . 

25 HR . GRAY: Ba ck on the record. 
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1 THE ~ITNESS: And since that was a real serious respon-

2 sibility, we wouldn't fly the •nission unless 1ve }:ne~·l t!1at it 

3 had the approval of the Security Council , or that at least 

4 
the overa ll program had approval of · the Security Cour:cil. And 

5 this was understood f or years. Ne had no problen with that a t 

6 all. I don't think that I ever sent out a missi o n th~t we 

7 
didn't knm·1 \vha t t hey \·:ere going to do and ':.'he re they Here 

8 
going. And this seems , at l east in certain a ppl icati o ns, to 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

hav~ ceased in this day and age . But I thin]c that is due to 

other things. But in 1959-G O \·Je v..:ould !·:now v;here it Has going 

even to the point that I v10uld -:1ant to know \'!hen they carne bac]-:, 

I would r eally want to know if they went where t h ey told me. 

We were pretty s ure about ho~ we d id it . 

BY i·1P. • CRZ\ Y : 

Q. Do you recall briefin~ the Chief o f Staff or any of ycu 

other superiors on t!1is Dissio:1? 

A. Yes . My usual arrangement was t o b rief the Director 

of Plans, the r•la jor General 't.'ho ':las ffi\1 .. :boss. 

o. Did you rene~ber \·:ho that Has at that ti:c::e? 

A. In 19 59 I would say that \vas Genera l Cary , or possibly 

General Martin. , Again, it· is a question o f who v1as Hhere at 

tha t tirae. But I thinl·~ if we put those . t.wo na.rlles do~:-ii1 v1e ~..,i l l 

awfully close to it. 

~ ~a s this mission concerne~ at all as to ~~e proprietary 

or r~.orali ty or \·lh atevG r ? Dhl tllous ll ts c f t: .... a t :1<:~ ·tu:re: concern 

JOU ~,;hen you i~card ~.!.. ? 
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1 ~ The concern that we would have was that t h e mili tary 

2 wou ld not bs involved. ~le just ,,,,ouldn ' t part icir>a te • • L. 

1.n ll-.. 

3 i\nd a c::.ually the CIA hau '.:he SLlme iC.ea at tlla t tii:1e. ~7h2.t 1-:c ·::e 

4 doi ilg was .helping Cubans . ~nd if the Cubans, wi t }l t heir own 

5 lit t le cor.rrnand structure , ':Jan ted to ope rn. t e and could., you 

6 mi ]ht say, convince CIA that this was someth ing that was iDport-

? ant t o them, or that t:1ey t :1ought they could achieve , en their 

8 own , if we would j us t ~ive them so much as a little ~elp , the 

'\ 

9 ~issions would be sent. As a result, we d i dn't concern ourselve 

10 wi th to6 many of them, for th~ si~f! 3 reason , we weren't asked 

11 f or . It '·las almos t like mechanics, you l ~ no''·T . There wer 2 

12 missions that we turned down, but mos t ly because we t ho ught 

13 they wouldn 't sucee~ or tha t we woul d not be able ~- the 

14 favorate phrase -- to disclairi plausibly that the military or t h 

15 Government of the U.S. was involved . And \ .. ?e v;ere serious about 

16 that business in those days. 

1? Q. Did you recall anyone else .that you b riefed on this 

18 ~aising any questi ons about this particular mission? 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A No, with no, what you might say barriers to the 

operation, with everythi~g clea~ed and laid on 1n a perfectly 

no r na l manner, we got on with other business. "1-'le kneH right 

away that it di~n 't succeed -- I say r igh t away , within 10 

days" -- anq there were s o many other things going on, it u as on 

wi t h the rest o f it. 

Q. Did you ever l1ear \·.That happ ened to interrupt t h e 
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1 _plans? 

2 A. I don't tl1ink I have a clear memory about it. 2ut 

3 all of us in that business kind of felt that ~ost of those 

4 Cubans •.-Jere not able to do wl1a t they ·thought they coul(l clo . 

. 5 Castro was operating the bloc system, and I think it was a 

6 lot more effective than we gave hir.1 credi·t for. 

7 Q. How are you able to place a time as to December 195~ 

8 or January 19GO or February 1960? ';··!hy are you sure it is in 

9 that two- or three-month period. 

10 A. I will tell you why that is pretty easy -1- c; ' ...o .1.lgure. 

11 The Agency wasn't running what I would call hard missions until 

12 late in 1959. You know Castro came ln at the beginning of 1959. 

13 And things didn't really jell until later ln the year. And 

14 a good reason for thati the training of Cuban exiles hadn't 

15 produced really professionals in terms of pilots or drop t~ams 

16 or saboteurs or what have until after they had had quite a bit 

17 of training. At the other ~nd of the calendar, General Eisenhow 

18 had made it very clear to all of us who were operating over-

19 flights that nothing was to be done. A little later in 1960 

20 when he was supposed to r:1eet at the summit Hi th I\:hruschchev 

21 and other world leaders, we haulted every-overflight. And to 

22 this day I can't understand Hhy the U-2 \vent out. Sut all the 

23 flights that I had anything to do with, the Tibetan flight, 

24 Laotian flights, the Cuban flights, all of that overfli0"ht 

25 program we haulted on direct orders. And since the meeti~s ln 
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Paris \·laS scheduled for r-1ay l, I doubt 

after ~-larch 15, or even 8aybe :-~arch 1, 

be no interference with it. So I can 

dates without any trouble. 

if vJe flew anything 

because there ~·lOU let 

p-:.It it bet~.-1een t:-tose 

·'J 
_j 

Q, You said at tiJll.es it. '.vas a ~na i.:ter of concern to maLe 

6 sure that the operations you had requested to support, or at 

7 least the type of operation, had been approved by the National 

8 Security Council, or whoever else was required. Did you recall 

g when you made any such inquiries in this case? 

10 II. 'The way we would work that is, having briefed, you 

11 ;:~ight say, the -~ir Force chain of coffiE',and, if I was not tolcl 

12 ·to stop, it 'i"!as gone. Aqain, i ·t was a matter of "~tlor):in~; \·7i t!1 

13 people that I had been with for years. It wasn't one ~ind. 

14 They knew me, they knew the prograD. And if I briefed the~ 

15 and there was nothing to interfere within a day or two, we 

16 would go. Nowi sometimes they would want additional briefings. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

But I don't remember one in this case. 

Q. I believe at some point one of the news coverages 

had the name of one of ·the Cubans involved. 

A. I don't put mu~h story in that. I loo}~ec1 up some 

notes that I thought night be pertinent, but I don't -- we 

jidn't work with the Cubans-- there wera a £ew Cubans ,;e got 

to knm;, like Artemo, but ·they ;.,;era not involved ln t~;i.s kir:.d 

of oper;J.tion. 

Did you ever get a projact naDe for this, ~r is there 
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~Ft K:~r --
1 any t hing -that you can suggest,· l n other 1;JOrc.1s , that we can •]O 

2 to the Agency indecies to try t o track cJ.mm the papenvork behin<l · 

3 it i f any . 

4 ~ No . You see our overall pro j ~ct was ca l led TAB - 6 . 

5 That wa s t he code, an i nternatio na l code , Agency a~d milita r y . 

6 And i f we cal l ed it TAE-G , jus t like a TAB-7 or TAB-: i n a l ot 

7 of document s , peopl e all over the world knew that TAD-S 1·ms a 

.a certain type progran. And ~ost o f t he time when . it was l i ke 

9 t his , pur e mechanical program , we \voul d just continue cal l ing 

1 0 it TAB - u , ·maybe with a date and a n airp l ane nur:ilie r, but 

11 noth i ng e l se . No\·1 , some tir:'Les a pr ogr an \voulc1 !:>e broken of:: 

12 TAB - 6 , and l'le would havo a s cparc>. t e code number. Thi s l!l c:l.S ju s t 

13 an ordina r y flight. 

14 Q. You say the use of t he L- 2 8 • . .vas fairly rare . :·Jould 

15 there be any Ai r Force records wh i ch would enable us to pin 

16 down any f l ight this war or pin it down to one of a few , s ome-

17 thing l ike that? 

18 A. We l l , t here were two things I think you wou l d f i nd . 

19 Ue usually wen t t o ~ l abora te detail t o cove r t he f l i ght. For 

20 examp le, if a pl ane l eaves a nd is not in the .a i r - -if i t doesn ' 

21 land it is presumed lost . Now, we would put another pl ane i n 

22 the air to cover it, one I'Ji th the actua l numbers of t!1e one 

23 that was supposed to be in the air . 

24 the a ir from s one f ield where nobody 

25 if the o ne woul d pick up the fli']ht , 

He T:.JOUld 

J.:ne H it 

COE\8 in 

put t hat 

took off. 

and land , 
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1 control towers, air tarffic controllers could show a record of 

2 a ~lane coming in. 

3 ~\10\v, this was normal procedure for the people at 2g lin, 

4 i·Jhether the plane vias going t.o Guatemala f or ~·J icaragua I anything 

5 what we called black flight would be covered that way. 

6 Q. I would presume that you have got a record of those, 

7 or that it could be available? 

8 ~ Now, sometimes when the crew would, say, be mercenaries 

9 like Air America, they would just take off. And they knew we 

10 had them covered in Air Defense Command. And there would be 

11 no record at all, nothing, they wouldn't tell anybody where 

12 they were going. We 0ould h~ve to see what Eglin had on its 

13 record. But I would think, my personal view would be that they 

14 ran this very professionally, and you will find there was a 

15 flight. 

16 o. Would that be preserved after 15 years, or be 

17 destroyed? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. I say there are two sides of this. The man in the towe 

at Eglin \·muld just know plane number l, 2 or 3 was left, and 

I think it \•muld be dropped from the book with the otl1ers, and 

I think the la~v requires 9 0 days or something like that. The 

other thing is, the Air Defense Command v7ould have a record, 

because it is harder to tell the Air Defense Conrnand not to go 

after a bogey in the sl~y than 'co have them go. But as.::.in, 

15 years is a long record. 
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1 a What about on the Agency 's side, would you b e familiar 

2 enough wi t i1 their records and recorcs - keepi ng processes t o offer 

3 an1 guidance as t o h ow we might try to run thi s down . 

4 11. \·Jell, the Cuban p r ogran ~va s a big proc;ram that !uc:1 

5 general approval so lone as o n ly Cubans were invol~ed . And up 

6 t o the point that the Agency v1as involved, I think you woulc~ 

7 find them very prof essional, I thin}.: .you •.·10u ld find that 

8 they have r ecords . But t o say ~:,rhat happened after i t l eft t]:e 

9 Agency contro l, then I don' t think t here woulc be a record. 

10 That is the base program . And of course, · I ima gine you have 

11 heard that from other ~eople too, ·that you have got to disclaim 

1 2 plausibl¥. We we nt so f ar as to tak6 the decals off the motor3, 

1 3 to take the decals off a ll the engine parts , t o taJ~e all the 

; 14 Ane rican language fue l s classification symbo ls, or whatever, 

1 5 so t hat the pl an~ was what we call sanitized. Now, if that 

16 p lane went down , every body woul d just d isclain entirely t hat 

17 thev had ev~r even heard of it anvwhere . Which ~eans t hat you - . . ~ 

1 8 do n 't have any record s anyv•here, not even the airp l ane . Tha t 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

is the kind o f nission t he thing was. 

Q. But the p ilo'l:s '.·Jo:Jl J normally a t l east have been J\gency 

people , and not Cuba ns , is that right? 

In this i n s tance they wou ld b e ei t her 1\gency contract 

employees -- not Agency full-ti~e employees, but contract · 

e r:tployees , or Cubans , because that is 'dila t we • ... Tere . do ing in 

Guatenala, we were training t hem . You would find either one . 
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1 Eut in either case they would have been people flying, you 

2 might say, under Agency supervision. We never knew what 

3 nationality they V!G.re 1 i·Jhether· they \vere like 2\.ir American 

4 pilots, o~ indeterminate nationality, or whether they were Cuban 

5 I \Wuld presur.te 1 if I look back at it, since th L-2 8 was yery 

6 ~asy to fly, that it was a Cuban crew. 

7 Q. Is there anything else you can think of t:::1at would 

8 sive us more lead on running this down, either through the 

9 Agency or through the Air Force or some other suitable source ? 

10 A. I have been looking through the New York Times 

11 micro film. I have a little flickering memory that there was a 

12 little announcement from Havana. I must acl':li t that it was only 

13 a light recollection, and I have b e en trying to find it· in the 

14 ~ew York Times micro film myself since I talked with Dan· Shore. 

15 To date I haven 1 t found it. But that kind of thing -- Havana 

16 used to blaze every time they got one of those. And that was 

17 one way we kne'\V how far they got sometimes~ 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. If you find th~t, would let rne know? 

A. I certainly will. 

Q. Asid~ from this instance, was there any other sir.tilar 

operati6n, Agency operation that you knew o f , similar to the 

one that appeared to be designed to assassinate a foreign 

leader or support an assassination attempt upon a foreign 

lea der? 

P-.. · ;Jell, I tlon 1 t know hm·l deep you go into these ·subj ects. 
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l But I know \vhat you might call the anatomy of an assassination 

2 doesn't begin with the assassin~tion. If you can remo~e the 

3 
1 

government or assist people 1vho are probably going to renove 

4 it inevitably, a successf~l one, and not as~assination -- there 

5 I 
are a number of those called coup d etats. There were quite 

6 a few of those things where, for many reasons, the Agency would 

7 be ke~ping in touch with a group who were not in power, but 

8 who, with the run of events, or with a little assistance, or 

9 even ln some cases up to the point 1·1here if the man doesn't 

10 leave he may be killed -- he doesn't have much choice -- sure~ 

ll the Agency was involved in that, there has been a record of 

12 that for years. 

13 ~ What specific one do you hav~ in mind? 

14 ~ I think one that is pretty clear is that over a period 

15 of time the Agency worked rather diligently with General Rene 

16 Barrientos in Bolivia when he made his move. Dr. Victor Paz 

17 Estenssoro, who was President of Bolivia left. So there was 

18 no assassination, _he took over. 

19 The Agency for a long time had worked with Barrientos. 

20 Now, I doubt if the Agency ever got to the point with any of 

21 them where they said, if he doesn't go by tomorrow we will have 

22 to shoot that guy, because events roll up, you see. 

23 Another case where this l:ind of development tool: place 

24 was one removed from Trujillo I believe Trujillo was 

25 followed by Juan Boscit -- it might have been Bleager -- but I 
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think Juan Bosch . Juan B6s ch , I recollect, was repla~ed by 

Donald Reid Kabaral. Now, Rabaral was i~ ny office in the 

Pen·tagon a t about 7: O:J o' clocl: in the evening the day be f ore 

he became President of the Dominica n Republic . ~ow, the onl y 

reason he was the re was because somebody in t he Agenc y sent hi~ 

there . And we gave him a little bit of hel p that he needed . 

He too:..: an Easte rn Airlines plane out of Washington fo r San 

Juan that night, I think at 8:30, and t ransferred out of San 

Juan for San~d .Domingo. The change of government . t ook place 

that night, and he \vas the President. of the Dominican 

Republic the next ~ay. And nobody was k i lled . 

But that iw really -- you know , the Agency can say, 

and the govern~ent can say , that an assassination i s not our 

business. An assassina tion i s when ever ything else fails . 

Or like in the case of Di erl1 , t he President o f South 

Vietnar:t, Hhere t he governrnen t ~vent to every extreme ·to persuade 

h i n and h is brother to go t .o Europe . I·1adame Nhu v.Jas already 

\ 

in Europe. And they_had brought'tickets or arranged his flight 

to Europe, and they had arranged for ~im to ~ake a speech and 

all that. But he didn't go . Hell , what happens \·lhen ~rou e}:pose 

the palace guard liJ~e that, they all know that thousands of 

people hate them. Any palace guard is hated in most cases. 

And they leave , they run fo r their mm lives. ~"\nd so '.Then i-lr . 

Diem came back to the palace there vJas nobody there to protect 

him. He made a mistake. And whe n he realized t ha t · he went 

Photocopy 
from 

Gerald R. Fad Lbary 

l
. ,.., 
l• t H 

UW "53244 Docid:32105600 Page 16 



0 
0 
0 
oD 
..;. 
<t 
If) 

N 
0 
N 

"' ., 
4. ., 
c: 
0 
.c: 
Q. 

trk CiCill • 

1 tunnel, and they found him at the other end of the tunn el , ~nd 

2 lle was killed. There Has no assassination plan. All that tall~ 

3 
. 

about the assassination of Diem is by peopl e Hho don 't ;.~nm·I t h e 

4 i nside. There was no as sassination of Diem. But there was a 

5 removal of Diem. And when it didn't work he got assassinated 

6 by others. And that was, I think, the reasonably s pontaneous. 

7 Once another government knows that the support of the 
"' 

8 CIA, or the s uppor t of this government , is being r emoved , then 

9 many , many ?eople are exposed , and they begin to run . Just as 

10 -::Je smv in Saigon. And if they don' t run, t hey get killed. 

11 So where a lot of people make a mistake is -- and I 

12 worked on so d~rned many of these is tha t you don ' t start witl 

13 a plan to assassinate, ·that is \·That is wrong , tha. t is t,.:hy the 

14 Agenc y says , no , we don ' t do that . Now , i n that f i ne sense, I 

15 could agree with the Agency. But all the r est of the machinery 

16 i s there. And it gives the people on the outside t he initiative 

17 to go further. And a lot of time the i ni t iative i mproves the 

18 g~n . and the bull ets after eve~ything else . Assassination has to 

19 be treated wisely, or it become s complete aberration. 

20 HR. GRAY: I'Ve w.tll conclude here·. 

21 (Whereupon at 4 : 30p.m. , the interv iew was concluded . 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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