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TOP S.CGFlEGf 
.... ' ..... 

THE WHIT E HOUSE 

178-10003-10345 
\'I AS H I f\i G T 0 N 

March 10, 1975 

ivlEMORANDUM F OR: PHlL B UC H EN 

FROM; T HE PRESIDENT 

In the intelligence evaluation currently unde r way,- both in the 

Congress and in the E xeCLltive Branch, I wol.lld be g rateful if you 

would direct special a ttention t o t w o are~s that have raised quest ions 

in my mind . Please assemble this information ind e pendently and 

p rovide it pers onally to me, t og etl1e r with your r ecom mendations. 

The first m a tter relates to the Warren Commission. You w ill 

re call that B ill Colby mention ed to me cer tain assassinat ion attempts , 

sponsored by the Agency , on Castr o . As I re call, t his conflicts w ith 
n r· \ 

' .;t!J.J.{~0i what I recall was some of the i nformation furni s h ed to the Warren 
I .\J.( \ 

""' I ~I>~ 
·l)i'1 Commis sion. The w·arren Commission, as I r eme mber, a d dreased 

I 

thi s question to see what, i( any, relatio nship there may hav e b ee n 

to attempts on Castro , which would c ause rataliat ion against Kennedy. 

If you could review the record i n the Wa rren co·mmission on this point, 

it \Vould be help fLll. As I remember, those of us on t he Commis sion 

got the impres s i on the Agency has ne ·.'er engag ed in such activities 
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Castro . Dave Belan mi.ght be able to shect son:,': light on thi.:; entire 

qL1estion and I would bt: intet·estecl as t.o his reco.l.le<.:t.ion on tb i.s subj ect. 

The second area in which I would. like you to g~t scme additional 

information is on the ·Azo·riarj..,.Mata\ iof.'' Project. When did it b egin? 

What is the relationship with+tL1 gh d.9?t I firs t learned of t his p rogram 

after I wa.s w ell into my Vice Presidential t erm. In fact, Admi ral 

Anderson of the Fore ign Intelligence Advis.ory Board suggested that 

I rai se it wit h the Agency when I visited there. There was or1 ly one 

short briefing a nd that did not go i n to the background of t he project 

which I understood had or iginat ed several years ago. The briefing 

al so did !:1 ot go into cover ar rang ements in any depth. 

Since b ecoming Pres ident, I have focuse d more on t he stcttus and 

operation of this project, rather than the details of how it was put 

together . Perhaps it might be well for you to estab l ish jus t \vhat 

has been the relati ons hip of the Agency to Howa rd Hugh~s down t hr ough 

the years . Hav e there been other programs and projects whi ch have 

run through him or his organization ? 

I woul d be grateful for your sugges tio ns ·and guidance as to how you 

think we should proceed one e you have ass e mbled the info rmation I 

have reques ted. 
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