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· O~ CIA ACTIVITIES 

r-

178-10003-10272 Lar.gley, Virginia 

Hednesday, Apr:il 23, 197 

Deposition of Richard i'1cGaira h Helms, called for 
. . 

examination by CoQ~sel for· the Co~~ssion on CIA ·Activities 8 

the witness having been previously duly sworn by the Preside~ 
- 0 

Co~~ission on CIA in the offices of the Central Intelliger-c~ 
. (J 

0 
ltJ 

Agency, Langley, Virginia, at 9:37a.m., on Wedrd~:sday, .-< 
~ 

April 23, 1975, ~e procee dings being taY.e~ do~rn in stanoty~ 
3: 

by S. Susan Hanback and trar.scrl.bed ur.der he:.: direction. 

APPEARANCES: 

· On· beha lf of the CO!i'..l'i1ission: 

WILLIAN SC:H·IARZER, Esq. 

TIHOTHY S. HAP..DY, Esq. 

David Belin, Esq • 

DEC LASS IF !ED ._...., __ 
I Auth: . r• , . 

Date: Oc.rc~dJ:i!- h . 11 7G· 
By: U) ;,.,). If! tY) ~. II~;,< A.!!.!) 
NATIO!fAL ::>ECURITY CCUliC IL 

- .. 
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l
" Castro, one wu s , Truj11lo,. u nd do 

was? · ·- - . - -· - · - .-

you remeP.be r wha t the· third 1 

A.. Diem. 

~ 

4 Q._ And I think you have a) ready testified about tln.t. 

. -
- 5 -----A. - - -I just did, because President Johns on had raised the: 

6 · l-cas~s~~ith ~e~and I- thought that ~ince he had done it he might 
I 

7 

8 

.have raised 'thew with-President Nixon and early in his 

stration I wanted to get him straight~ned out on this. 

Adnini­
t-cl 
a: 
0 
1-3 
0 

-o You knovt, . to . this . day · I am not persuaded that President ;) I .. ---.. -
n 
0 
t-el 
I'( 

10 i Nixon 

I . 
doesn't still believe that the Agency didn't have somet~ 

ll I to do 
~ 

wit~ the demise 6£ President Diem of ·, Vietnam and there· # 
:X: 

12 !'absolutely no evidence of this in the Agency·records and the~ 
tr:l 

13 

14. 

15 

whole thing has been,· I mean, rather ·-- ·what is the -word I w~~ 
c 

-- heated by the .fact th~t President ~ ~hnson used to go aroun~ . . 
- ~ 

· saying that the reason President Kennedy was assassinated Haso 
~ -

16 
11 that · he r.ad assc..ssinated P=e:;; ide!lt ·Die!:l anC. this ~vas just ~ 

1 ?~~ justice. He certainly used to say that in the early days of t 
Presidency and whe~e he got this idea f=om .I don~t kno\v. I 

18 

~~ don't know how ~any of you had the privilege of trying to argu~ 
19 

20 
1 

with Presidents about things like L~at but yo~. tend.to b~ a 

I '1 
2 l 1. oser. -~ ~ 

( . 
2

r. . Q. 
~ I~ 

Let me just digress on -that one point for the \.'-......,0"2 ....... 
~">'--;)ct•~ 

• t' 

23 
i\ Before ~ .. :e get back to Hr. Castro. After the election in Chi!~ , 

j I believe it was in 1970 where Allende derived a plurality, 
24' 11 

•'/ 

President Nixon called you or contacted ~-~u to ascertain if 
25 \

1 

-

·-···-·-----·-" i 
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. - ~ 
;.;· 

..-' 

'2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

r··mean inquiries.-- C0!71plete OSJennesS necessarily vii th Other 

corr~ittees of the Congress. 

HR. HEL!-lS: No, because I may have been mistaken 

about "Lh.Ls :.:mt under ·r-lr. Dulles a.1d I believe under !·!z-. ~~c':oae, 

I had always had the i~pression that the Congress had set 

·up these oversight coa~ittees as to be the only coiT.~ittees 

7 I in which these secret covert ~ctions and secret intelligen~e 
8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 f~ 
:J 

17 

18 

operations were to be unveiled and I was -- therefore, this 

was r.ty guideline. If I \vas going to talk to the Congress I 

talked to th6se Congressnen. When I testified before·other 

COl1'21ittees, I tried to avoid lying or.being guflty.of a::1y 

illegality, but I also tried in some.cases to duck these 

to 
:X 
.0 
~ 
0 
(") 

0 
'tl 
~ 

;ci 
0 
3: 

~ 
t2j 

(j) 

questions so that I woul~n't be in fhe posiiion of having to~ 

come.fonV'ard J.n a different context ~·lith a different co:::::nitt&~ 
:0 

on matters wi1ich I thought Here the proper business of 

oversight corr.~-ni t tees·. 

NR. BELIN: \·lell, nm.;, tlle final area of 

ga tion relates to charges that the CIA Has in sor.-,e ,,,ay 

the ~ 
o. 
:0 
tl 

~ 

19 conspi~~torially involved with the assassination of Presi~ent 

20 Kennedy. During the tiDe of t!"le Ha!:":::::en Co~~i~sion yo-::! Kere 

21. Deputy Di~ector of Plans, is that correct? 

-22 HR. HELHS: I believe so. 

23 BELIN~ Is there a~y info=~ation involve6 

24 -'-l-- • • f p . d ... . ~ .. , 
w~e ass ass~na tiO!l. o res1. e:-1 t !(enneay \·i:tl.C"l 

.. .; ... :~ . ... , """- "-- :1--

. , 
sr:c·.:~ 

25 that ~ee Harvey Oswald was in so~e way a CIA agent or an a~er 

···----··· ·- .·1 
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