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178-10003-10272 " Langley, Virglhia
Wednesday, April 23, 197
Deposition of R;chaﬁd McGétrah‘Helms,.balled Tor
examination by Counsel fé;'the Commission or CIA ‘Activitieés,

the witness having been previously duly sworn by the Presidag
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Agency, Langley, Virginia, at 9:37 a.m., on wWednesday, i
: ‘ g
April 23, 1975, the proceedings being taken down in stanotyp§
by $. Susan Hanback and trarnscribad under her direasction. E
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1 i Castro, one was, Trujillo, and do you remember what the thixd

o | was? C e e e .'- L

507 . pem. . 17 .0 T -t -

4 Q. And T think yoﬁ have a)feady testifiierd about thnt.
- 5 ,-J:;A;~1-I just did, because President Johnson had raised the:

6. || casés with me._and I. thought that since he had done it he might

s

7 ‘have ‘raised them with-President Nixon and early in his Adn1n1;
) 8 stration I Qanted to get him straightened out on this. §
- : o
9 .- _You know,. to_this.day‘I am ﬁot persuadea that President g
=<

10 |l Nixon doesn’t still believe that the Agency didn't have sometlf
@

11 || te Qo with the demise of President Diem of‘ Vietnam and there is
i ' 0

12 "absolutely no evidence Qf this in the Agency records and the 2
S 3

13 || whole thing has been, I mean, rather'—-- what is fne word X waE‘
- o

14 -~ heated by the .fact that President /chnson used to go aroun®

*

"15 saving that the reason President Kennedy was assassinated was

%
15 that he had assassirated President Dienm gnd this was Just 5
: . W
17 justice. He certainly used tc say that in the early days of %
. : . ; 1]

18 | Presidency and where he got this idea frem I don’t know. I

.lg_zdon't know how many of you had the privilege of trying to argue

20 with Presidents about things-like that but vou tend .to be a

" loser. - . > : o o - ' ' it
T rasimennEy | - (
- % o Let me jpst digress on "that one point for themousah.

03 | Before we get back to Mr. Castro. After the election in Chile,

o4 I believe it was in 1970 where Allende derived a plurality, i

]

_ & President Nixon called vou or contacted vou to ascertain if
29 ' E"??\%f"}?‘s SN T N Ty
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mean inguiries -~ complete openness necessarily with other

commikbtess of the Congress. _ .

MR. HELMS: No, because I may have been mistaken

-

about thes obut under Mr. Dulles aad I believe under Mr . }c one,

I had always had the impression that the Congress had set

‘up these oversight committees as to be the only committees

L4

-in which theée secret covert éctions.and secret intelligénce
operations weré to be unveiled.and I was —— fherefqre{ this
was Ry guideline.. If I was going to talk to the.Cdng;ess I
‘tqlked to those Congreésmen. tthen I testified before other

committees, I tried to avoid lying or being gquility. of any

illegality, but I also tried in some cases to duck these

'y
0

gquestions so that I woulén't be in the position of having

rt

come forward in a different context with a different commit

on matters wihich I thought were the proper business of the

aqo4 ¥ ﬁ(]"IVHHS JHI WO¥3d AJODOLOHJd

|

R

MR. BELIN: Well, now, the final area of my in

cr

[

1
xavdlT

gation relates to charges that the CIA was in some way
conspiratorially invelved with the assassination of President

Kennedy. During the time of the Warren Commission you were

Deputy Director of Plans, is that correct?

-~

MR. HELMS: I believe so. . .

MR. BELIN: Is there any information involvazd with

-

.
n

the assassination of President Xennedy which in any wa

by

that Lee Harvey Oswald was in some wav a CIA agent or an a
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