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~ -

,July. 25, 1969, 

1. While serving .as Po~it:ical ·O~ficer . 
~city from 1964 to 1967 
f right, Elena Garro Paz.. An int"" .. ..,._·&'"~· 
I I found er a very, sefUT~f sometimes sip · 
! and personal histo'ry on significant Mexican personalities~ ~· ·she introduced 

my wife and me to many i~portant people in Mexico. She was also .parti
cularly knowledgeable about agrarian affairs.. A biographic report that 
I prepared on her on May 3, 1966 is attached (Tab A). · 

2. On one occasion, Miss Garro inadvertently mentioned to me that she 
had been at a party with Lee Harvey Oswald and two ,American companions · · 
when Oswald was in Mexico just before the Kennedy/assas~:i,nation. The 

' ~ 

party had been at the home of her cousin, Ruben/1?.'~~17::.?.:!1• · The memorandum 
of that convers ation, dated December 10, 19.65 .~>'{5 attached ·(Tab B). I 
had not read the Warren Report, but I assumed that if Oswald had been 
to such a party in Mexico, it would have been well known to the Embassy. 
I also knew Miss Garro to be something of a professional anti-communist 
who tended to see a communist plot behind any untoward political event. 
However, the episode about her being escorted into hiding' at an obscure • 
hotel intrigued me. Accordingly, I decided to report the matter in 
writing. I gave the memorandum of conversation limited distribution 

. ~· ' 

within the Embassy, and did not send cf.ny copies to Washington. . · · 
I ' - • •. ··-• 

3. A few days late{ ,r wi called to the office of Mr. winston Scott, . •~ 
.. ~· who .MheadNed hthe F¥~~sy' . . oEmlibtical, ReLsearc1hAStecthio~FB(CIIA)). TAh. lsoh. prdesentd . ~: .~ 

was I r • . . at an / err1s, t e assy s ega tac e-t: • ey a · note · ;~{: 
with interes~:>·fry bee-ember 10 memorandum of conversation. They poiri'ted . ;:~';;; 

~~~ ~~ out that there had been a great many rumors about Oswald at the t 'ime of · · 
0.: ~.: ~.; ~ the assassination and that some could not be verified and o~her,s had 
, .; · ~ ~· proved f a lse. They a s ked me, however, to try and get a.·mb:r¢ ·:.;d,¢t~:j.:1~d . . · . 

. ~; :·: "1 replay of Miss Garro's story. Mr. Scott made clear that'!t.lf{ ;,·r:B'n ::;h:id'\ fu 
u :.; ;_,. responsibility for any further investigations of ·the Oswa'!d': · s ~~ ~';. · /oo :·- · 
r; ~ .' ~· 1 4. In a memorandum of conversation dated December 25, · 
:.~: ~· , ,provided a much more detailed and accur te. restatement: 
,_.. ... ~, ' . 

=:: ;.~ !;:t alleged encounter with Oswald and su equent 
;:· ? : ~"" in my original presentation were rected. 

-a ~~,~- -~~~~~~-!~·r~~a~a~~~-- ~~~h=~~:o~si~~~ -~~~!s:s~·Y:·a· ;t:o-i·~~r~!:~~~~;~ 
on an earlier occasion • 

. .. _. :· . :.::~--~ ·:.: .-:: • . ~ · -,·~ · ..... '! !..-- :: .. :- - :. -: · _ ..:.,...,. · .. ; : "":..,.: ~ ••• 
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Durans after the assassination about. a -party which Oswald had reportedly 
attended, but that the transcrip_t of -the interrogation was entirely 
unsatisfactory by normal investigatory standards. Furthermore; the party 
inquired. about was not. the one at Ruben Duran's house, re-ported .by . 

_/Elena Garro, but at an entirely diffe7;ent place. 'This· transcript may 
well be the source of Mr'. : Ferris'··belief that Elena Garro's ·story·had ·been 
checked out and found to be untrue •. · 

10. It would appear that\·where~s the~FBI has discounted the Elena Garro 
allegations, the CIA is st:l.llconsiderably disturbed by them. The CIA 
may not have pressed for further investigation, however, for a number of 
reasons: 1) considering the sensitive overlap and subtle competition 
between two intelligence collecting agencies, i.t had to yield to the 
FBI's clear jurisdiction;./;'2). there are obvious complications in conducting 
such an investigation in a'foreign country; 3) th~~ is a close and 
delicate relationship. between th.e CIA Station Chie~ndhhe formE7r Ministe~.A.· 
of Interior .-- President Gustavo. Diaz Orda€i} and 4) som~of the people ~ 
appearing in the Elena Garro scenario may well be agents of the CIA. Under 
the circumstances it is unlikely that: any further investigation of this 
matter will ever take. place .unless it·.is. ordered by a high official in 
Washington. · .· "· 

11. If all the allegations,in the attached memoranda wBre true, they 
would not, in themselves,· prove that· there was a conspiracy to assassinate 
President Kennedy. However, if they were ever made public, those who 
have tried to discredit.the Warren Report could have a field day in. 
speculating about their. implications •. The credibility of the Warren Report 
would be damaged all the more if it were·learned that these allegations 
were known and never adequately investigated by the competent-American 

• authorities. 

12. Reference is made again to the b:i.ographic report (Tab A) on Elena 
Garro. She is hardly an ordinary or average person. Her strengths and . 
weaknesses become exaggerated precisely because she is not. It \vould 
be easy and convenient to sweep this matter under the rug by claiming 
that Miss Garro is an unreliable informant since she is emotional, 
opinionated, and "artistic." I have been affected at times by that 
temptation, myself. No American official, however, knows her better than 
I do. On the basis of the facts that I have presented, I believe that, 
on '-balance, the matter warrants further investigation. 

Thomas 
'-'' .... ·· 
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