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, MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
3 SUBJECT: Minutes of Special Group Meeting, 25 August 1960 ,
i
- PRESENT: Messrs. Merchant, Gray, Irwin, Dulles
-
"1. Congo
Mr. Parrott outlined broadly three (or as Mr. Dulles later
described them "2 1/2") operational lines that we are following in
mounting an anti- Lumumba campaign in the Congo. These included:
. opcramons through the chu,f advxsor of thc Chrlstxan ’.Llade Umon
\

g.uaacr oL Ceriain: maepcncxenxﬁl&oor g\r;o‘u.p:s,. He cmpnasucd mac tnc
latter had just come up and that we are now in the process of assessing

the bona fides and capabilities of the individual.

The Group agreed that the action contemplated is very much
in order. Mr. Gray commented, however, ‘that his associates had
expressed extremely strong {eelings on the necessity for very
: straightforward action in this situation, and he wondered whether
f ' the plans as outlined were sufficient to accomplish this., Mr. Dulles
replied that he had taken the comments reierred to seriously and had
cvery intention of proceeding as vigorously as the situation permits
or requires, but added that he must necessarily put himself in a
position of interpreting instructions of this kind within the bounds of
‘necessity and capability. It was finally agreed that, planning for the
Congo would not.necessarily rule out 'consideration' of any particular
kind of activity which might contribute to getting rid of Lumumba.
,}\"Mr Irwintegnmented that certain individuals in Defensc have
: given thought to the pdsgibility of using hlph olficials~of-the Catholic
) Church in Africa to promaotegthe gcncral/obJCn.tlvcs of the West. In
this connection, he cited a prch’mﬁmary assessment which had been
made of the Negro Card}x):rlwrcccntly appdrn‘t*c‘d—~byzjﬁg£ggqx_gtllcw
asscssment being th%;t;th«, individual in question is a man of not
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‘| ’ o outstanding intelligence, abid#ty ~r drive, but that he is bbviously
well motivated, MpsaIrwin asked whether there might be other
individuals of sigfilar, althoug'@qurally lesser, stature in the church
hierarchy who@ould be usef

Mr. Merchant commented that the Catholic Church in Black

Africa is not a very substantial force. Mr. Dulles concurred in this,

but added that this would be something to kecp in mind as appropriate.
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