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INTERVIHJ St..r'1MARY 

Interview T,Ti th: Raymond 'R.occa 

IntervieHers: Dan Dwyer and Ed Greissing 

DATE: 3/15/76 

Place: Arlington, VA 

Ed Greissing and Dan Dwyer of the S$C staff interviewed 

Raymond Rocca, retired Chief, Counterintelligence/Research 

and Analysis, CIA, at his home in Arlington, Virginia on 

March 15, 1976. The ourpose of the interview was to clarify 

the role of the CIA in the investigation of President Kennedy's 

assassination. . 
(1) The GPFLOOR Phase. The GPFL00~ phase of the CIA's 

investigation of the assassination covered the period of 

November 23, 1963 until January 23, 1964. Rocca exp_ lained that 
. ~h 

Richard Helms, DDP, delegated~T!f·l~rn~.:t~!~w.:.u•ge·B~~ desk chief of the 

Western Hemisuhere division, to direct and control the CIA's 

re~oonses to information that was being reported from CIA stations 

around the globe. Most of the information the CIA received 

came from Mexico City where Oswald had contacted the Soviet and 

Cuban diplomatic establishments in late Seotember and early 

October. Rocca noted that Thomas Karamessines, Assistant DDP, 
. ':?C 

was probably involved in Helms' decision to have(iJ®gw,f~j(lit{e~ 

direct the GPFLOOR investigation. 
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(2) Harren Commission l?ha se. Rocca olaces the beginning 

of the ~·Jarren Commission ohase around J:anuary 2 3, 1964, when J. 

Lee Rankin contacted Helms and asked for CIA assistance for the 

Commission. Helms delegated Rocca to be the "ooint of contact" 

of the CIA Hith the l.Jarren Commission. Rocca's mvn Counterintelli-

gence staff involved in research matters for the Commission 

included Tom Dooley, Paul Hartman and Thomas Hall~ Other CIA 
cC 

personnel involved with the Commission were tUQ!§l1<1J:p!i'hlt~pttemV Mur~hy 

(Chief of SB), J.C. King, Wigren (Chief SB Research). and Bagley 

(Deoutv Chie~ SR). Rocca noted that as liaison became more 

informal, staff tTiembers of the Commission had direct contact 
·zc, . 

withlf~r"'· .~ill~~ifPl'!t}..,$""·e1111@"*. Hurohy , T.Jirgren and Bagley. Helms maintained 

direct contact with Rankin. 

Rocca emohasized that the 1·7arren Commission nhase Has not 

interore ted by CIA as an investigation. Rocca said that when 

the Warren Corm;1ission "task force" was established, all 1 . 'Lu@ 

cables and materials generated in the GPFLOOR period from(~l~i!f;ltfcnmj) 
desk were made available to the task force. Rocca added, however, 

that the task force made no aopraisal of the GPFLOOR phase . When 

questioned if the Harren Commis s ion "task force" revieHed Hexico 

• City traffic to check name trac es, for examole, Rocca replied 

the material was left albne exceot for the allegations such as 

the Alvarado mattet which concerned the Commission. 
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Cuba. Rocca also suggested that J.C. King might have known of 

some sensitive operations in general but that he would have 
'2.. 

have known about sensitive operations through osoosis" because 

~' 

DDP or Director could have by-passed 

and cabling a message themselves. 

With regard to Western Hemispherecable traffic and assass-

ination plots, Rocca .. noted that in April 1975 there was an 

individual (name unknown) from Western Hemisphere appointed 

by Dave Phillips to work with the Inspector General. This 

individual found the memo that discussed Desmond Fitzgerald ' s 

having used Robert Kennedy's name in meeting tvith AHLASH, i n 

the HH files. 

(5) Miscellaneous. Rocca saw nothing strange in the 

FBI report on Oswald's FPCC activities being routed to SAS. 

He stated that SAS would have received all reoorts of relevance 

to Cuba. 

Rocca could offer no exo lana tion as to why the T.JAVE cable 

discussing ant i-Castro groups' public statement on the 

assassinat ion was fil ed in the "sensitiv e Oos-Kennedy file" 

and later olaced in the Oswald 201 file. 
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