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T 0 P SEC f~ E T 

BY LIAISON 

Q -.. 
. 

Honorable Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

I -: 

For your infonnation, I am enclosing 
a communicat:lon which may be of interest to you. 

Upon ~~moval of the enclosure, if 
classified, this transmittal form becon:es 
unzla:::sified. 

Sine e rely yours, 

E.cc. 
In accordance with your request 

. ' 

' ; 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
L 
! 
' ., 

on November 29, 1966, there is attached a 
memorandum summarizing information in our 
files concerning renc·tion of Soviet and 
Communist Party officinls to the assassina- , 
tion of President John F. l{ennedy. This data : 
has not been ftirnished to the Acting 
Attorney General. 
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l!:\JTED STATES DEI'AHT .\1 L:\T OF JUSTICE 

FEUEHAL IIUHEAl1 OF 1:'\\' I::STIGATIOX 

\VASUI:-ICTON, D.C. 20:;35 

December 1, 1966 

REACTION 10F SOVIEr &~D 
CO~L\!UNIST PfL."qTY OFFICIALS 

TO THE ASSASSINATION OF 
PRES I DENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 

A source who has furnished reliable . information 
in the past and who was in Russia on the date of the 
assassination of the late President· John F. Kennedy advised 
on December 4, 1963~ that the news of the assassination of 

( 

President Kennedy was flashed to the Soviet people .almost 
immediately after its occurrence. It was greeted by great 
shock and consternation and church bells. were tolled in the 

.. memory of President Kennedy. 

According to our source, officials of the Communist 
Party of the Sovj.ct Union believed there was some well
organized conspiracy on the part of the "ultraright11 in the 
United States to effect a "coup." They seemed convinced that 
the ass~ssination was not the deed of one man, but that it 
arose o~t of a carefully planned campaign · in which several 
people played a part. They felt that th6s~ elements interested 
in utilizing the assassination and playing on anticommunist 
sentiments in the United States would then utilize thi~ ~ct 
to stop negotiation~ with the SbViet Union, attadk Cuba and 
thereafter sp~ead the war. .As a result of these feelings; 
the Soviet Union immediately went into a state of national 
alert. 

Our source further stated that Soviet officials 
were fearful that without lcadersh{p, some irresponsible 
general in . the United States might lnun~h a missile at the 
Soviet Union. lt ·wa s the further opinion of the Soviet 
officials that only maniacs would think that the "left., 
forces in the United States, as represented by the Com.~unist 
Party, USA, would assassinate President Kennedy, especially 
in view of the abuse the Communist Party, USA, has taken 
fl'om the "ultraleft" as a result of its support of the 
peaceful coexistence and disarmament policies of the Kennedy 
administration • . 

TOP SECRET 
Group I 
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REACTION OF SOVIET AND CO:-.I~JUNIST 
PARTY OFFICIALS TO Tiill ASSASSINATION 
OF PRESIDENT JOrlli F. KE~NEDY 

According to our source, Soviet officials claimed 
that Lee Harvey Oswald had no connection whatsoever with 
the Soviet Union. They described him as n. neurotic maniac 

.who was disloyal to his own country and everything else. 
They noted that Oswald never . belonged to any organization 
in the S6viet Union and was never given Sovi~t citizenship. 

· A second source who has furnished reliable infor
mation in the past advised on November 21, 1963, that 
Nikolai T~ Fedorenko, the Permanent Representative to the 
Soviet Mission to the United Nations, held a .brief meeting 
with all diplomatic personnel employed at the Soviet Mission 
ori November 23, 1963. During this ~eeting, Fedorenko related 
for the benefit of all present the news of the assassination 
of President Jor.n F. Kennedy apd stated that Kennedy's death 
was very much regretted by the Soviet Union and had caused 

.considerable shock in Soviet Government circles. Fedorenko 
p stated that the Soviet Union would have preferred to have 

had President Kennedy at the helm of the Ame:t:ican Government. 
He added that President K~nnedy had, to some degree, a 
mutual understanding with the Soviet Union, and had tried 
seriously to im~rove relations between the United States 
and Russia. Fedorenko also added that little or nothing 
was lmo-;-n by the Soviet Government concerning President l..: . . ;cJon 
Johnson ::.nd, as a result, the Soviet Government did not Jc now 
what policies President Johnson would follow -in the future 
regarding the Soviet Union. 

According to our source• Colonel Boris Ivanov, 
Chief of the Soviet Committee for State Security (KGB) 

· Residency in New York City, held a meeting of KGB personnel 
on the morning of Nove'mber 25., 1963. · Ivanov informed those 
prese1 ·t that President Kennedy's death had posed a problem 
for the KGB and stated that it was necessary for all KGB 
employees to lend their efforts to solving the problem. 

According to our source, Ivanov stated that it was 
his personal feeling that the assassination of President 
Kennedy had been plo.nned by an organized group rather than 
being the act o:f one individual assassin • . Ivanov stated 
that it was therefore necessary that the KGB ascertain with 
the greatest possibl~ speed the true story surrounding 
President Kennedy's assassination. Ivanov stated that the 
KGB was intcre 'sted in knowing all the factors and all of 
the possible grot:ps which might have worlced behinci the scenes 
to organize and plan this assassination; 
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.REACTION OF SOVIET AND CO;.r~.nJNIST 
PARTY OFFIC!l\LS TO THE ASSJ\SSIN.I\TION 
01<' PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 

Our source added that Ivanov also emphasized that 
it was of extreme importance to the Soviet Government to 
determine precisely what kind of a man the new President 
Lyndon John~:;on would be. Ivanov said that Presj.dent Johnson 

· was practically' an unknown to the Soviet Government and, 
accordingly," the KGB had issued instructions to all of its 
agents to immediately obtain all data available 6oncerning · 
the incumbent President. Ivanov said that it \7oulcl be 
necessary for KGB personnel to gather and correlate all 
information concerning President Johnson, inhluding his 
background, his past working ~xperience and ~ecord in 
Congress, hi~ present attitude toward the Soviet Union, and 
particularly all information which might have bearing upon 
the future foreign policy line he would follow. 

On Septe~ber 16, 1965, . this same source reported 
that the KGB Hesidency in New York City received instructions 

.. approximately Septer:1ber 16, 1965, from KGB headquarters in 
Moscow to develop all possible information concerning 

... President Lyndon B. Johnson's character, bacl~ground, personal 
friends, family, and from which quarters he derives his 
support in his position as President of the United States. 
Our source added that in the instructions from Moscow, it 
was indicated that "now" the KGB was in possession of data 
purporting to indicate President Johnson was responsible for 
the assassination of the · late President John F. Kennedy. 
KGB headquarters indicated that in view of this information, 
it was necessary for the Soviet Government to know the 
existing personal relationship between President Johnson 
and the Kennedy family, particularly that between .President 
Johnson and nobert and· "Ted" Kennedy. · 

On Mar.ch 3, 1964, Yuri I. Nosenko, Soviet defector 
whose bona fides has not been established, advised that he 
was handling Soviet Committee for State Security (KGB) 
investigations of tourists from the United States at the · 
time Lee Harvey Oswald visited Hussin in 1959, and conse
quently was fully cognizant of the Lee Harvey Oswald case. 

. ~ . . 
According to Nosenko, Oswald came to the attention 

of the KGB when he expressed a wish to defect to the Union 
of Soviet Soci~lis~ Republics shortly after l1is arrival in 
Russia. However, the KGB, after inquiry, decided he was 
mentally unstable and informed him he had to return to the 
United States upon completion of his visit. Thereafter, 
when Oswald missed a siGht-seeing tour he W:l.S to . take, his 
hotel room was forced open and he was found with one of his 
wrists badly cut. 

TOP .SECnET . . ··--· ... ,, __ -- ··-· -· 
fl'lall!mt!ZII~----.............. _., .. ________ . 
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"REACTION-OF SOVIET AND COM~ruNIST 
PARTY OFFICIALS TO TilE ASSASSINATION 
OF PnES.IDENT JOliN F. KEN"NEDY 

Nosenko added that Oswald was hospitalized and 
thereafter was allowed to remain in Russia, appatently 
through the efforts of the r,Iinistry of Foreign Affairs and 
the Red Cross. Oswald again came to the attention of the 
KGB when he attempted to re-enter the Soviet Union by placing 
a request w:l th the Soviet Embassy in ?.Iexico t · after' his return 
to the United States. Nosenko stated that the KGB recommended 
against allowing Oswald to re-antcr the Soviet Union. Accord
ing to Nosenko, Oswald's case . was a routine one in which the 
KGB had no interest until he assassinated President Kennedy. 
He was not approached or recruited for·espionagc by the KGB 
nor was his wife, Marina. Nosenlw said ?.larina was regarded 
as a ·woman who possessed little intelligence and he added 
that she had once been a member of the Communist Party but 
had been dropped for failure over a long period of time to 

. pay her dues. , 

It was the op1n1on of Nosenko that President 
PKennedy was held in high esteem by the Soviet G6vernment- .. 
and that President Kennedy had been evaluated by the Soviet~
Government as a person interested in !Llaintaining peace. 
According to Nosenko, following the assassination, Soviet 
guards were removed from around the .American Emb..'"tssy in 
Moscow and the Soviet people were permitted without inter
ference to visit the A~erican Embassy to express their 
condolences. Nosenko , added that the KGB provided approxi
~atcly 20 men who spoke the English language to handle duties 
in the immediate vicinity of the American Embassy in Moscow 
.at tl1at tir:te to insure that no disrespec~ was shown during 
this period. 

Following the assassination of President Kennedy, 
Anatoli Dobrynin, Soviet Ambassador to the United States, 
turned over to the Secretary of State a file alleged to be 
the complete consular file on Lee H. and Marina Oswald 
maintained in the Soviet Embassy, Wasldngtpn, D. C. 
Subsequently, the Soviet Government made available to the 
United States Government the hospitalization record of 
Lee Harvey Oswald during his hospitalization in the 
Soviet Union. Tlrls record corroborated data previously 
received indicating Oswald had attempted to commit suicide 
in the Soviet Un~on. 

Reaction of Communist Party officials to the 
assassination 6f Presiderit Kennedy and to the investigation 

TOP SECRET 
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REACTION OF SOVIET AND COW.fUNIST 
PARTY· OFFICI.1'.LS TO THE ASSASSINATION 
01" PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 

conducted by the Warren Commission concerning such assassi
nation closely follows the Soviet party line. On December 4, 
1963, Gus Hall, General Secretary, Communist Party, USA, 
informed one of our sources who has furnished ieliable infor
mation in.the past that the assassination followed a ~attern 
which clearly indicated it could h~ve been done by no orie 
othe:::- than the "ultraright" and th~t Hall feels that Oswald 
was killed by the "ultraright" in order to prevent him from 
talking. Hall indicated to our source that he planned to 

. contact Soviet officials to determine if they planned to 
inte:rview -?.!arina Oswald and, if so, he planned to ask the 
Soviets,to question ~~rina whether Lee Harv~y Oswald had 
any connections with the ''ul traright, ''·had .any relations 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or had any 
relations or contacts· with Jack Ruby. 

Hall also told our source that he felt the Soviets 
are too lax in allowing "all kinds of persons to go to 
Moscow." Hall e;..::pressed his opinion that at_ the time Oswald 

. went to Moscow, he Yms operating for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Hall further stated that Oswald "could have 
been a ntit 1 too." 

The position of the Communist Party, USA, toward 
the War~9n Commission Report was clearly set fo~th in the 

·.·october . 11, 1964, issue of "The Worlcer," an East Coast 
communist newspape!". In an article captioned "Warren Report 
Brushes Off Ultra-Rightist Cons·piracy," it was stated that 
the Warren Report gives comparatively very little space to . 

· the material that c:::.-;ne before it indicating that a 
"Right-wing conspiracy" was in the making and that Oswald 
was a "Left-pain ted'! undercover instrunent of such forces 
or of a Govern~ent agency. The article furthe~. stated that 
even the limited r:.atorial which the Warren Cor.1mission has 
put into the record on the flightist conspiracy that was in 
progress is nn i~portnnt contribution and provides a basis 
for further investigation. 

No information has been developed indicating any 
of the so-called comnunist "splinter groups~' .such as the 
Progressive L~bo:;:- Party, ·socialist Worl\:ers Party or the 
Workers World Pa~~y, have plinncd or insti·tuted any con
certed effort o:- drive to discredit or attack the Warren 
Commission. Official publica·tions of these organizations 
have from time to time cont:t.ined i~>ola ted articles which 
have been critical of the i'larrcn Commission. For example, 

TOP SECflE'l' 
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TOI> SECRET 

REACTION OF SOVIET AND CO:.H.TUNIST 
PA.l'1TY bFFICIAL'3 .TO THE ASSi\SSINATION 
OF PnESIDENT JOliN F. KE~iNEDY 

"Prozressive Labor~" the official publication of . the 
Progressive L..1.bor Party 1 issued n. Special Supplement dated 
Novenber 27, 1963v which contained an article which · attcmptcd 
to rn.ise doubts as to whether Lee Harvey Oswald actually 
killed President Kennedy. The article also at ·t~rnpted to 
establish that Oswald possibly had been "framed. 11 The 
December, 1963, issue of this sam~ magazine contained an 
article which further attempted to establish that Oswald 
had been "framed" and that the Warren Commission did not 
make a thorough investigation of the as sass ina tion. 

The Soviet press, from time to time since the 
assassination of President Kennedy, has carried articles 
attacldng the conclusions of the Warren Commission o 

!lllr.lediately following the publication of the Warren Commission 
lleport on September 24, 1964, the Soviet newspaper "Pravda" 
carried an article in its September 28, 1964, edition · 

~ summarizing the findings of the Uarr~n Commission. In this 
article, the Soviet author stated that the Warren Commission 
Report did not dispel all doubts and suspicions about the 
"crime of . the century." The article also _noted that 
"not everything mysterious has becone public" and pointed 
out that at the beginning of the work 6f the ITarren Cocimission, 
Mr. War:-en declared that some .facts connected with the 
assassi:J.ation of President l(cnnedy may not be revealed in 
the lifetime of this generation. 

In an article in the Soviet newspaper "Izvestia" 
for September 21, 1965, Soviet reportor V. Zorin criticized 
the Warren Commission investigatj.on and the conclusions of 
the Wnr~en Com~ission. The author also summarized the 
allegations of a number of American and European· authors 
who have written books critical of the l~rren Commission 
Report and concluded that the assassination in Dallas has 
many _riddles to offer and that the mystery remains a mystery. · 

In September, 1966, the Soviet publication 
''New Times" published excerpts of book reviews by American 
journalist Professor Richard Pop1<in. Among the . excerpts 
pointed out were comments mad e by Professor Popkin concerning 

· the books "Whitewash" by H:1rolcl Weisberg and "Inquest" by 
Edw~rd J. Epstein. The Soviet publication points out.that 
it is the conclusion of Profess or Popkin thatthe Kennedy 
assassination was the outcome of a carefully lrtid plot in 
which influential quarters were implicated. 
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