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§ 2 ‘Thereupon,
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& 3 L. FLETCUHER PQURTY

o

g _ '

£ 4 called for interview by Counsel for the President's Commigsion
5 on CIA Activities, having bheen first duly sworn by the Votary
6 public, was examined and testified as follows:
7 . DHAMINATION BY COUNSEL FPOR THE COMMISSION
8 BY MR. GRAY:
9 0 3ir, would vou state yvour full name for the record?
10 A ity name 1s L. Fletcher Pourty.
T N And you are a retired Air Force Colonel, who for a

12 substantial preriod of time, and particularly around the -late

=

3

< i " Y . .

ot TE 18590's and early 1960's served as a CIA aprointed liaison

- ; | ;

£ 14 with the Air Force with certain support of a paramilitary nature}

i g correct?

15 LS that
16 3, But it should be the other way arcund, I serves as an
17 Alir Forece officer in support of CIA, I was in ths Air Force.
18 { aAnd your office was in the Air Force?
19 A, Yeg, myv office was in the Pentagon, in the Air Force.
20 0, Before the reporter arrived you told me that in
51 December 1959 or January 1960 or possibly as late as Pebruary
25 1260, you were approached by the Air Division of the Covert

03 jction Staff of the CIA, who sald they had a special jon

requiring Air Force support, and they wanted an L-23, is that

410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003
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3 _
a 2 ) And I don't think I can repeat what you explained to
Q
o~
g L - i .
& 3 me apbout thie L-22, so mavbe you nad petter repeat Enat.
°
5
E 4 A The L-2C was a special single engine plane that had
5 been purched by the CIA called the lelio Courier. The Air
8 Torce owned a number of these air craft. So we provided
b cover for CIA by giving them Ailr Force insignia and Alr Force
8 ' designation, the L-28, and Air Force serial numbers. And these
) aircraft, or at least some of them, were based at Eglin Air
10 Féree Base in Florida. They were at Eglin Air Porce Base
11 || pecause +hat is where the CIA kept most of its aircraft in the
1o || country.
_].
3 5
. 13 Q0 and how was this missicn originally described to you?
[a] -
x . “ . s . .
< 14 A Originally it was one of a number of missions that we
A
15 l| were operating over a period of time. But it was one of the
16 few that we operated with L-28's. The people who came over
17 from the Air Division stated that they had a place to land the
18 olane in Cuba on a road, on a small road, and they had a photo-
19 grapih of it. And they were going to let two men out there and
g :
& then fly the plane back with a pilot and copilot to Eglin Air
J 20 ;
[a] p
g Force Base. And -the men that were being left off would be
3 21 : :
H 05 equipped with a high powered rifle and a telescopic sight.
g s
u i . e .
@ 23 They were Cubans. We never saw then, of course. This is what
@ : 54 we ware told they were, because we didn 't interfere with who
= 25 was on the plane, we simplv put the plane in the air. Dut this
=
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was a normal procedure. And the object of their mission in
Cuba was to go to a building in Havana where one of the men

knew his way around and was pretty sure taat he could get into,

<h

and 1f possible, he would shoot Castro.

Is

pid you recall who told you this?

A Ne, I don't, because we were working every dav with
these people. And I think if you had a listing of the Air
Division staff at tﬂat date I probably could tell you it was one
of four men, something like that, a Division of iaybe 39 men,
it would@ have been one of ‘three or four, or two of three or four_
The thing Was{ we were doing these things every day, it waé not

an odd thing that came up, it was something that we were doing

"quite regularly.

0 It surprises me that the CIA would describe the
mission to you in this much detail, -it doesn't seem consistent
with coﬁpartmentation'and need-to-know particularly in view of
the sensitive nature of the mission.

A That is. an awfully good point you are making. In
those days it did, because the more urgent part of ny job was
to brief my bbss, the Chief of Staff, Air Force, and through
him the Secretary, Air Force, or the Secretary of Defense,
or whoever, as required.

Q. .Let's go off the record for a minute. ﬂ@
Ger‘%,ﬁ’ zb;‘%y

g,

%5

(Discussion off the record.

MR. GRAY: Back on the record.
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THE WITMESS: And since that was a real serious respon-
sibility, we wouldn't fly the mission unless we knew that it
nad the approval of the Security Council, or that at least
the overall program had approval of the Security Council. And
this Qas understood for years. We had no problen with that at
ail. I don't think that I ever sent out a mission that we
didn't Know what they were going to do and where they were
going. Ana this seems, at least in certain applications, to
have ceased in this day and age. But I think that is due to
other things. But in 195%9-60 we would know where it was going -
even td the point that I would want to know when they came hacl,
T would reallv want to know if they went where they told me.
e were prettv sure about how we did it.

BY MR. CGRAY:

Q Do you recall briefiny the Chief of Staff or any of ycu
osther superiors on this mission?
A, Yes. My usual arrangerment was to brief the Directer

of Plans, the Major General whe was my immediate bogs.

0 Did vou remember who that was at that time?

A In 1955 1 would'say that was General Cary, or possibly
General Martin.  Again, it is a guestion of who was where at

+hat time. But I think if we put those two names cown we will

e awfully close to it.

“las this mission concerned at all as to the proprietaxy

1D

or moraiity or whatever? Did thoughts cf that natuxc concern

you when you hgard it?
" _SECRET Py
from
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A, The concern that we would have was that the military
would not be invelved. e Just wouldn't participate Ln di.
And actualliy the CIA& had the same idea at that tine. Vhat we we
doing was helping Cubans. 2And if the Cukans, with cheir own

cu

e

little command structure, wantad to operate and could,

e
-

might say, convince CIA that this was something that was impor

ant tc them, or that they thought they could achieve, cn their

own, if we would just give them 30 much as a little help, the
Al

missicns would be sent. As a result, we didn't concern ourselve

with too many of them, for thes simplz reason, we weren't asked

for. It was almost like mechanics, vou lnow. There were
r v

missions that we turned down, but mcstly because we thought

they wouldn't sucee¢ or that we would not be able -- the
favorate phrase -- to disclaim plausibkbly that the military or th

Government of the U.S. was inveclved. And we wére serious about
that business in those déys.

Q. Did you recall anyone else that you briefed on this
raising any questions albout this particular mission?

A No, with no, what you might say barriers to the
operation, with everything cleared and laid on in a perfectly
normal manner, we got on with other business. We knew right
away that it didn't succeed -~ I say right away, within 10
days —-- and there were so many other things going on, it was on

with the rest of it.

0. Did you ever hear what happened to interrupt the
: from
Gerald R. Ford Library
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plans?
a. I don't think I have a clear memory about it. Z2ut

all of us in that businsss kind of felt that most of those
Cubans were not able to do what thew thought they could do.
Castro was operating the bloc system, and T think it was a
lot more effective than we gave him credit for.

Q. How are you able td place a ﬁime as te December 1959
or January 1960 or February 12607 Why are you sure it is in
that two~- or three-month period.

A I will tell.you why that is pretty easy to figure.
The-Agéncy wasn't running what I would call hard missions until
late in 1959; You know Castro came in at the beginning of 195%.
And things didn't really jell until later in the vear. And
a good reason for that; the training of Cuban exiles hadn't
oroduced really professiocnals in terms'of pilots or drop teams
or saboteurs or what have wuntil after they had had quite .a kit
of training. At‘the other end of the calendar; General Eisenhow
nad made it very clear to all of us who were overating over-
flights that nothing was to be done. A little later in 1360
when he was supposéd to meet at the summit with Khruschchevw
and other world ;eaders, we haulted every overflight. And to
this day I can't understand why the U-2 went out. ﬁut all the
flights that I had anything to do with, the Tibetan £light, tlhe
Laotian flights, the_Cuban flights, ail of that overflight
nrogram we-haulted.on direct orders. BAnd since the meeting in

_SECRET Py
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Paris was séheduled for May 1, I doubt if we flew anything
after March 15, or even navyvbe HMarch 1, because there would

he no interference with if, So I can pu£ it between those
dates without any trouble.

0. You said at times it was a matter of concern to make
sure that the bperations you had regquested to support, or at
least the type of operation, had been approved by the Mational
Security Council, or whoever else was reguired. Did you recall
when you made any such ilnquiries in this case?

.. 'The wav we would work that is, having briefed, you

might sav, tHe Air Force chain of command, if I was not told

to stop, it was gone. Again, it was a matter of worling with
people that I had been with for years. It wasn't one Iind
“hev knew me, they knew the program. 2aAnd if T briefed thenx

and tﬁere was nothing to interfefe within a day or two, we
would go. Now, éometimes they would want additional briefings.
But I don't remember one in this case.

0. I beliieve a? some point one of the news coverages

had the name of one of the Cumans involved.

A I don't put much story in that. I looked up some
notes that I thought might be pertinent, wut I don't -- we
didn't wo?k with the Cubans -- there wera a few Cubans we jot
to know, like Artemo, but they were not invelved in this Kind
of operation

0 Did you aver get a vrojeci name for this, or iz theres

Photocopy
—SECRET— fom
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it 1 anything that you can suggest, in other words, that we can o

&

§ e to the Acency indecies to try to track down the paperwork behindj

. s

: O it 2% any.

g

2

a 4 A Ho.  You see our overall project was called TAB-F
S That was the code, an international code, Agency and military.
€ || and if we called it TAE-G, just like a TAB-7 or TAB-2 in a lot
V4 of documents, people all over the world Knew that TAR-5 was a
-8 certaln type program. And most of the time when. it was like
9 this, pur= mechanical program, we would just continue calling
10 || it TAB-6, maybe with a date and an airplane number, but
11 || nothing else. HNow, sometimes a program would be broken off

F 12 || TaB-&, and we would have a separate code number. This was just

2

: .

o 13 || an ordinary flight.

8]

m " e -

< - -~ . r o

z 14 Q. You say the use of the L-28 was fairly rare. Would

15 there be any Air Force fecords wvhich would enable us to pin

16 || down any £light this war or pid it down to one of a few, some-
17 | thing like that?

18 A. Well, there were two things I think you would find.
1% ‘We usually went +to élaborate detaii tc cover the fliéht. Tor
20 || example, 1f a plane leaves and is not in the air -- if it.doesn':
21 || land it is presumed lost. 1ilow, we woﬁld put another plane ih
oo || the air to cover it, cne with the actual numbers of thé one
23 | that was supposed to be in the ;irl "We would put that one in

24 || the air from some field where nobody lknew it took off. And

410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C: 20003

of || 1f the one would pick up the flight, come in and land, so that
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" flight.

Q. Would that be preserved after 15 years, or be
‘destroyed? |

A. I say theré are two sides of this. Thelman in the towep

TEercEi— | | a

control towers, air tarffic controllers could show a record of

a plane coming in. L

Now, this was normal procedure for the people at Z=glin,
whethexr the_plane was going to Guatemaia, or Nicaragua, anything
what we called black flight would be covered that way.

Q. T would presume that you have got a record of those,
£} % that it could'be available?

A. Now, sometimes when the creﬁ would, say, be mercenaries
like Air America, thev would just take off. And they knew we
had them covered in Air Defense Command. And there would be
no redbrd at all, nothing, thev wouldn't tell anybody where
they were going. We would have to see what Eglin had on its
record. But I would thinﬁ, my personal view would be thatlthey

ran this very professionally, and you will find there was a

at Eglin would just know plane number 1, 2 or 3 was left, and

I think it would be dropped from the bgog with the othefs, and
I think the law reguires 90 davs or something like that. _The

other thing is, the Air Defense Commagd would have a record,

because it is harder to tell the Air Defense Cormand not to go
after a bogey in the sky than to ihave them go. 3ut again,

15 years is a long record.
- Photocopy
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0. What about on the Agencv's side, would you be familiar
enough with their records and records-keeping processes to offer
any guidance as to how we might try to run this down.

A Well, the Cuban program was a big program that had
genaral approvai so lone as only Cubans were involved. And up
to the point that the Agency was involved, I think vou would
find them very professional, I think you would find that
they have records. Eutrto sav what happened after it left the
Agency control, then I don't think there woﬁld be a record.
fhat is the base program. And of course, I imagine you have
heard‘fhat from other people too, that you have got to disclaim
plausibly. ¥We went so far-as to take the decals off ths motors,
to take the decals off all the engine pérts, to také all the
Amarican languagé fuels classification synbols, or wﬁatever,
so that the plané was what we call sandtized. How, if that
plane went down, everybody would just disclaim entirely that
they had ever even heafd_of it anywhere. Which means that you
don't have any records anjwhere, not even the airplane. That
is the kinéd of mission the thing was.

0. But the pilots would norﬁally at least have been Agency
people, and not Cubans, is that Fight?

In this instance they would be either Agency contract

=

amployees —-- not Agency full-time employees, but contract-
POy

ernployees, or Culkans, because that is what we were. doing in

Suatenmala, we were training them. You would find either one,

from
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micro film. I have a little flickering memcry that there was a

_IeaKET e

Sut in either case they would have been pecple flving, vou
might say, under Agency supervision. e never knew what
naticnality they were, whetger'they were like Alr American
pilots, of inQeterminate nationality, or whether they were Cubang
I would presune, if I look back at it, since th L-28 was very
casy to fly, that it was a Cuban crew.

Q. Is there anytihing elise vou can think of that would
give us more lead on running this down, either through the
2

Agency or througn the Air Force or some other suitable source *

4 I have been looking through the New York Times

little announcement from Havana. I must a?mit that it was only
a light recollection, and I have been trying to find it-in the
Jew York Times micro £f£ilm myself'gihce I talked with Dan Shore.
To date I haven't found it. But that kind of thing -- Havana
used to bléze every tiﬁe they got one of.those. And that was
one way we knew how far they got sometimes.

a If you fiﬁd that, would let me know?

A, I certainly will.

Q Aside ffom this instance, was there any other similar
operation, Agency operation that you knew of, siﬁilar to the
one that appeared to be designed to assassinate a foreign
leader or support‘an assassination attempt uéon a.foreign

leader?

a -3Well, I don't know how deep vou go into these subijects.

from
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But I know what you might call the anatomy of an assassination
doesn'ﬁ begin with the assassination. If vou can remove the
government or assist people who are p;obably going to rerove

it iﬁevitably, a successful one,_and not assassination -- there
are a number of those called coup d états. There were guite

a few of those things where, for many reasons, the Agency would
be keeping in touch with a group who were not in power, but
who, with the run of events, or with a little assistance, or
even in some cases up to the point where if the man doesn't
leave he may be killed -- he doesn't have much.choice ~— gure,

the Agency was involved in that, there has been a record of

that for years.

(. What specific one de vou havé in mind?
+
A I think one that is pretty clear is that over a period

of time the Agency worked rather diligentl§ with General Rene
Barrientos in Bolivia Qhen he made his move. Dr. Victor laz
Fstenssoro, who was President of Bolivia ieft. Sc there was
no assassinaticn, he took over.

The Agency for a long time had worked with Barrientos.
Mow, I doubt if the Agency ever got to the point with any of
tliem where they said, if he doesn't go by tomorrow we will have
to shoot that guy, because events roll up, you see.

Another case where this kind of de&elopment took place
was one remcved from Trujillo -- I believe Tfujillo was

followed by Juan Boscit -- it might have been Bleager -- but I

s ' Photocopy
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him. He made a mistake. And when he realized that he went in

SRCKET \ -

think Juan Bosch. Juan Bosch, I recollect, was replaced bv

Donald Reid Kabaral. How, Rabaral was in ny office in the
Pentagon at about 7:00 o'clock in the evening the dav before
he became President of the Dominican Republic. Now, the only

"reason he was there was because somehody in the Agency sent him

there. And we gave him a little kit of helr that he needed.
e took an Eastern Airlines plane out of Washington for San

Juan that night, I think at 8:30, and transferred out of San

Juan for Santo Domingo. The change of government took place

that night, and he was the President of the Dominican

Republic the next day. And nobody was killed.

Bu£ that iw really -- you know, the Agency can say,
and the government‘can say, that an assassinatioin is not our
Lbusiness. An assassination is when everything else fails.

Or like in the case of Diem, the President of South
Vietnam, where the government went to every extreme to persuade
nim and hisrbrother to go to Europe. HMadame Nhu was already
in Burope. And they had Brought?tickets or arranged his flight
to Europe, and they had arranged for him to make a speech and
all that. But he didn't go. Well, what happens when you expose
the palace guard like that, they all know that thousands of
people hate them. Any palace guard is hated in most cas=s.

And they leave, they run for their own lives. And so when IHr.

Diem came back to the palace there was nokody there to protect

' Photocapy
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tunnel, and they found him at the othef end of the tunnel, and
he was killed. There was no assassination plan. All that talk
about the assassination of Diem is by people who don't know the
inside. There was no assassinatiqn of Diem. But there was a
removal of Diem. And when it didn't work he got asséssinated
by\others. and that was, I think, the reasonably sponfaneou;.

On%? another §0vernment knows that the support of the
CIA, or the support of tﬁis government, is being removed, then
many, many people are exposed, and they begin to run. Just as
we saw in Saigon. And if they don't run, they get killed.

50 where a lot of people make a mistake is ——'and I
worked on so darned many of these -~ is that you don't start with
a plan to assassinate, that is ﬁhat is wrong, that is'wﬁy the
Agency says, no, we don't do that. Now, in that fine sénse; I
could agree with the Agency. But all the rest of the machinery
is there. And it gives the people on the outside the initiative
to go further. and a lot of time the initiative improves the
gun and the bullets after everything else. Assassination has to
he treated wiselv, or it becomes complete aberration. |

MR. GRAY: We will conclude here.

(Whereupon at 4:30 p.m., the interview was concluded.
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