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• STl\PP HJTERVII::t-7 

PP.ESIDE~·JT' s cm,1Mis sron 

mr CI:\ ACTIVITIES 

Washington, D. C. 

Thursday, nay· 15, ·1975 

The Staff met, pursuant to notice at 1:00 o'clock p.m., 

at 712 Jackson Place, N. W., Dashington D. C. 

PP.ESEl,JT: 

~·1ARVIJ:J L. GRAY, LTR. , Staff me.r.1ber 
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1 P R 0 C E E D I N G S 

2 ::!hGreupon, 

3 L. F:::..ETCliEP. POuETY 

4 called for interview by Counsel for the President's Consissio0 

5 on CIA Activities, having been first duly s~orn by the Notary 

6 Public, was examined and testified as follows: 

? E::VJ\lliNATION :SY COU:·1S2L FO.R THE COHI•USSION 

8 !3Y l1R. GRI\Y: 

9 Sir, would you state your full name for the record? 

10 P •. L'ly name 1s L. Fletcher Po'...lrty. 

11 And you are a retired Air Force Colonel, who for a 

12 substantial period of time, and ?artic~larly around the·late 

13 1950's and early 1960's served as a CIA ap9ointed liaison 

14 with the Air Force with certain support of a paramilitary nat'...lre 

15 1.s that correct? 

16 A. But it should be ~he other way around, I serves as an 

1? 
:\ir Force officer in sup?ort of Cil\., I ':!as in the Air Force. 

18 
_2\nd your oi:fice 'das 1n the !\ir Force? 

19 l\. Yes, my office was in t~e Pentagon, in the Air Force. 

20 
Q. Before the reporter arrived you told me that in 

21 
December 1959 or January 1960 or possibly as late as February 

22 
l9GO, you \vere approacl1ed b:; the ~iir Division of t~1e Covert 

23 
ACtion Staff of the CIA, who saiC d;.ey haG. a special jol; 

24 
requiring Air Force support, anJ they wanted an L-23, is ' ' . -c.~J.a-c 

25 
correct? 

&liCRET 
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1 Yes. 

2 :). Ai1d. I don 't think I can repeat '.vha:t you explain·::::d to 

3 me about the L -2 S, so maybe you i1u.C: b2tter re;_J8at that . 

4 ii. 'i'he L-2C 1.1as a specia l single. enc_;·i ne ~)lane tl'lCit ila.(~ 

5 been purcbed by the CIJ\ called t!1e riel io Courier. The Ai:r-

6 Force owned a number of these air craft. So we provided 

7 cover for CIA by :,;; i ving them Air ·Force insignia a n d Air Force 

8 
l·md these designati on , the L-28, and 1\. 

nl.r Force serial nunbers. 

. 9 aircraft , or at l east sone o f them, were base d at Eglin Air 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

·24 

25 

F6rce Base in Florida. They 0ere at Eglin Air · Force Base 

because that is v1here the CIA kept most of its aircraft in the 

country. 

Q. And how Has this missior. originallY . described to you? 

11. Originally it was one of a nUL-:Jber of niss ions that '.ve 

were operating over a period of time. But it •:~as one of ti1e 

few that we ope rated with L-22's . The peor>le \·lho came over 

fror.1 the Air Division stated that they l1ad a place to land the 

p lane in Cuba on a road, on a snall road, and they had ~ photo-

graph of it. And they were going to let two men out there and 

th~n fly the plane back with a pilot and copilot to Eglin hir 

Force Base. And ·the men ·that were being left off would be 

equipped with a high powered rifle and a telescopic sight. 

They were Cubans. \:Je neve r saw them, of course. Th is is what 

we were told they were , because we didn 't interfere with who 

was on.the plane, we simply put the plane in the a ir. Dut this 
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was a ·normal procedure. And the object of their mission in 
<: 
If) 

N' 2 
0 

Cuba was to go to a buildi ng in Havana vJhere one of the 11en 
"' "' .. 
~ 3 l<neH his way around and \vas pretty sure ·t :1a t h e could get into, 
"' c: 
0 
s;;; 
Q. 4 and ' .<= 

l.!. possible , l1e wou l d shoot Castro . 

5 ~ Di d you recall who told you this? 

6 A. No , I don 1 t , because we were working eve ry day wi th 

7 these people. And I think if you had a listing of the Air 

8 Division staff at that date I probably coul d tell y ou it was one 

9 o f four men, something like that, a Division of i i~aybe 30 men, 

1 0 it woul d have been one of ·three or four, or two of three·or four 

11 The t hing ~as, we were doing these thing s e very day, it was not 

.J 12 an odd t hing t hat came up, it wa s s omething that we were doing 
:;) 

< 
II. 

411 1 3 CJUite regul arl y. 
0 
a: 
< 14 ~ 

~ It surprises me that the CI A would describe the 

15 mission to you in this much d etail , it doesn't seem consistent 

1 6 \vi th compartnentation a nd need-to-~nm,• particularly i n vie~,· of 

1 7 the sensitive nature o~ the oission . 

1-8 A. That is an _awfully good po i nt you a r e making . I n 

""' 
1 9 thos e d a ys it did, because the. oore urgent part of my job 1:.ras 

0 
0 
0 
N 

u 20 to bri ef my boss , the Chief of Staff , Air . Force , and through 
d 
r:.' 
0 21 a. 

him the Secretary, Air Force, or the Secretary o f Defense, 
.: 
.c ., 
"' 22 ~ · 

or whoever, a s required . 

ui 
vi 

23 · Oi 
Let 1 s ao oFf the record f or a minute. - . -Q. 

~ 
Vi 
~ 24 (D i scussion off the record. 
~ 
0 .... 25 ..,. ~'lR . GRAY : Back on the record . 
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l THE ~ITNESS: And since that was a real serious respo n -

2 sibility, h'e wouldn't fly the ,,lission unle ss >·le kne'd t!1at it 

3 had the approval of the Security Counci l, o r that at lea st 

4 
the overall program had approval of the Security Council . And 

5 this was understood for years . We had no problen with that at 

6 all. I don't think that I ever sen t out a ~ission th~t we 

7 
didn't knoH ~vha t they \·lere g oing to do and •:.rhere they t .• Jere 

8 
going . And this seemS, at l east in certain a pplications , to 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

·15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

havci ceased in this day and age . Eut I thin~ that is due to 

other thing s. But in 1 959 - 60 we would ~now where it was going 

even to the point that I would -:·I ant to know v1hen they came bacJ::: , 

I would r e ally want to k now if they went where they told me . 

':Je •.-7ere pretty s ure about hov7 ·.·!e d i d it. 

BY i·iP. . GRZ\.Y: 

Q. Do you r ecall briefin~ the Chief of Staff or any of you 

other superiors on this nissio~? 

A. Yes . My usual arran0e~ent was to b rief t~e Director 

of Plans, the Hajor Gene ral 't7ho ':!a s my i:a..'1'.ediate l:·oss . 

Q. oia you rene~ber who that was at that ti~e? 

A. In 195 9 I would say that was General Cary, or possibly 

General Martin . Again, it is a question of who was ~~ere at 

that tirne. But I think i f we put those t wo names down we will 

0e awfully close to it. 

Q. ;·!as ti1is mission 

or or wha tev,:=r? Did tl!ou0"hts t~at n~turG c oncern 
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1 ~ The concern th2t we woul~ have was that the military 

2 ;,voulcl not be invol·ved . : Je just wouldn ' t part ic i :tJate in it. 

3 i\nci actually the CIA hac:i. thG same iC.ea at that tine . \·7hat \·:e -.. :e 

4 ~oiilg was helping Cubans . ~nd if the Cubans , witl1 their own 

5 li t tle corarnand structure , \·lanted t o operate and could, you 

6 might say , convince CIA that this was something that wa s import-

7 ant to theD, or t hat t~1ey t:1ought they could achieve , en their 

8 own, if we woul d j u st ~ive them so much as a little ~elp , the 

' 9 ~issicn s would be s en t . As a r esult, we didn •t concern ourselve 

10 with too many of them , for th2 si~f!2 reason, we weren ' t asked 

1 1 for. It \·Ja s al:r:10st l i ke mechanics, you J~nov.' . There were 

1 2 missions that we tur ned down, but mostly because we thought 

13 they wouldn 1 t sucee~ or that we would not be abl e -- the 

14 favorate phrase - - to discla-im plausibly that t:he military or th 

15 Government of the U. S . Has involved . And \ve uere serious about 

1 6 that bus i ness in those days. 

17 Q. Did you recall anyone else that you briefed on this 

1 8 raising any questions about this particular mission? 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A No , with no, what you mi ght say barr iers to the 

operation , with everythirig cleared and laie on in a perfectly 

normal manner, we got on \vi th other business . ~'le knew right 

away t~at it didn 't succeed -- I say righ t away , wit~in 1 0 

day~ -- and there were so nany o t her things going on, it vas on 

with the rest of it . 

Q. Did you ever llear t.·7ha ·t happened to interrupt the 
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1 .plans? 

2 A. I don • t tl1inl( I have a clear memory about it. 2ut 

all of us in that business kind of felt that r.wst of ·those 

4 Cujans were not able to do what they thought they could d o . 

. 5 Castro was operating the bloc system, and I think it was a 

6 lot more effective than we gave hir.1 credit for. 

7 Q. How are you able to place a time as to December 1 9 5S 

8 or January 19GO or February 1960? Ohy are you sure it is in 

9 that two- or three-month period. 

10 A. I will tell you why that is pretty easy to figure. 

11 The Agency wasn•t running what I would call hard missions until 

12 late in 1959. You know Castro came in at the beginning of 1959. 

13 And things didn't really jell until later in the year. And 

14 a good reason for that; the training of Cuban exiles hadn't 

15 produced really professionals in terms of pilots or drop t~arns 

16 or saboteurs or what have until after they had had quite a bit 

17 of training. At the other ~nd of the calendar, General Eisenhow 

18 had made it very clear to all of us who were operating over-

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

flights that nothing was to be done. A little later in 1960 

\vhen he ivas supposed to 1:1eet at the summit i·li th Xhruschche'J 

and other world leaders, we haulted every-overflight. And to 

this day I can • t understand l:ihy the U-2 went out. !Jut all the 

flights that r· had anything to do with, the Tibetan flight, 

Laotian flights, the Cuban flights, all of that overfli;rllt 

program we haulted on direct orders. And since the meeti~s l n 
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l Paris was scheduled for May 1, I doubt if we flew anything 

2 after March 15, or even maybe March 1, because there would 

3 be no interfarenca with it. So I can put it between t~ose 

4 dates without any trouble. 

5 Q. You said at times it. was a matter of concern to make 

6 sure tl1at the operations you had requested to support, or at 

7 least the type of operation, had been approved by the National 

8 Sec:urity Council, or whoever else was required. Did you recall 

g when you made any such inquiries in this case? 

10 ~ ·The way we would work that is, having briefed, you 

11 might say, the .~ir Force chain of comnand, if I was not told 

12 to stop, it was gone. Again, it \vas a !:latter of wori:i.!1~; \·7it!1 

13 people that I had been with for years. It "dasn't one l:ind. 

14 ~hey knew me, they knew the progran. And if I briefed the~ 

15 and there 1,-ras nothing to interfere '.·rithin. a da~/ or t\,!O, we 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

•.wu ld go . Now, sometimes they would want additional briefings. 

But I don't remember one in this case. 

o. I believe at some point one of the news coverages 

had the name of one of the Cubans involved. 

A. I don't put mu~h story in that. I looke<l up some 

notes that I thought night be pertinent, but I don 1 t -- we 

didn't work with the Cubans -- there were a £ew Cubans we got 

t.o kno~,,, like Artemo, but they ;,7ere not involved in t~-:is l~ir;C: 

of oper.J.tion. 

). Did you ever get a project naDe for this, ar is there 
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1 anything that you can suggest, in other words, that we can go 

2 to the Agency indecies to try to track down the papenmrk behinc.l · 

3 it if any . 

4 A. I:-Jo. You see our overall project Has callecl_ TI-,B-G. 

5 That was the code, an international code, Agency and military. 

6 And if we called it TAE-G, just like a TAD-7 or TAB-S in a lot 

7 of documents, people all over the world knew that TATI-5 was a 

8 certain type program. And ~ost of the time when. it was like 

9 this, pure mechanical program, we would jus·t continue calling 

10 it TAB-G, ·maybe with a da-te and an airplane nur:ilier, but 

ll nothing else. No\·1, some tir:tes a progra:r:1 \.vould be broken of:E 

12 TAB-6, and 1·7e would have a scparc:.te code number. This v-1as just 

13 an ordinary flight. 

14 ~ You say the use of the L-28 was fairly rare. I'lould 

15 there be any Air Force records which ~ould enable us to pin 

16 down any flight this war or pin it down to one of a few, some-

17 thing like that? 

18 A. ~·le 11, there were tHo things I think you would find. 

19 We usually went to ~laborate detail to cover the flight. For 

20 example, if a plane leaves and is not in the air -- if it doesn' 

3 21 land it is presuned lost. iJmv, r.ve 1wuld put another plane in 
01 
c: 
r::; 

i 22 the air to cover it/ one with the actual numbers of the one 
U1 

vi 
23 

24 

25 

that was supposed to be in the air. ·We would put that one in 

the air from sone field where nobody l:nei·7 it too;;;, off. I-mc~ 

if the one would up the fliqht, 

-SECREI -
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1 control towers, air tarffic controllers could show a record of 

2 a plane coming in. 

3 i~mv, this Has non1al "j?rocedure for the people at 2g lin , 

4 viliether the plane was go ing tp Guatemala, or Nicaragua , ~nything 

5 what we called b l ack flight would be covered tha t way. 

6 Q. I woul d p resume that you ha ve go t a record of thos e, 

7 or that it could be available? 

8 A. Now , s ome times when the crew would , say, be mercenari e s 

9 like Air America, they would just take of f . And they knew we 

1 0 had them covered in Air Defense Command . And there would be 

ll no record at all, nothing, they wouldn 't tell anybody wh e r e 

12 they were go ing. We ~ould h~ve to see what Eglin had on i ts 

13 record. But I would think, my personal view woul d be that they 

14 ran this very professionally , a nd you will find there was a 

1 5 . fl i ght . 

16 Q. Would that be p reserved after 1 5 years , or be 

17 destroyed? 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. I say t here are two sides of t h is. The man in the towe 

at Eglin would just know plane number 1, 2 o r 3 was left, and 

I think i t Hould be dropped from the book with the others, and 

I think the la\v require s 9 0 day s or someth i ng lik e that . The 

other thing is, the Air Defense Command vTould have a recor d , 

because it is harder to tell ·the Air Defense Comnand not to go 

after a bogey i n the sl:y than to have them go . But ag.::..i:n , 

15 years is a l ong record . 
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1 ~ What about on the Agency's side, would you be familiar 

2 enough wi t!1 their records anc recorc].s-keeping processes to offer 

3 an7 guidance as to how we might try to run this d o wn . 

4 ~ Well, the Cuban program was a big program that ha~ 

5 general approval so lone as only Cubans were invol~ed. And up 

6 to the point that the Agency was involved, I think you waul~ 

7 find them very professional , I thinl: .. you would f i nd that 

8 they have records. But to say what happened after it left the 

9 Agency control, then I don 't think there would be a record. 

10 That is the base program. And of course," I imagine you have 

11 heard that from other ~eople too, that you have got to disclaim 

12 plausibly. We went so far as to tak6 the decals off the motors, 

13 to take the decals off all the engine parts, to tal~e all the 

; 14 .i:l.merican language fuels c l assification symbols , or ivha'tever, 

15 so that the plan~ was what we call sanitized. Now , if that 

16 plane went down, everybody would just d isclaihl entirely that 

17 thev had eve·r even heard of it anvwhere. ~·ll1ich neans t~1a t you - . ~ 

18 don't have any records an:}".-.Jhere , not even the a irplane. That 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

is the kind of nission the thing was. 

!). But the pilot.s \·lould normally at least have been .~gency 

people, and not Cubans, is that right? 

In this instance they would be either Agency contract 

employees -- not Agency full-tiDe employees, but contract. 

er:1ployees, or Cub ans , because that is '>.Jlla t •..:e '::ere. doing in 

Guatemala, we were training then. You would find eithGr one. 
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1 5ut in either case they would have been people flying, you 

2 ITtigh t say, under Agenc:-zr supervision. l'le never kne\·l ~·;hat 

3 n.ationali ty they vrere, 1·1hether· they were lil~e Air American 

4 pilots, of indeterminate nationality, or whether they were Cuban 

5 I would presune, if I look back at it, since th L-28 was very 

6 easy to fly, that it was a Cuban crew. 

7 Q. Is there anything else you can think of t:':1a t \vould 

8 give us more lead on running this down, either through the 

9 Agency or through the Air Force or some other suitable source ? 

10 A. I have been looking through the New York Times 

11 micro film. I ·have a little flickering memory that there was a 

12 little announcement from Havana. I must adlni t that it was only 

13 a light recollection, and I have been trying to find it· in the 

14 ~ew York Times micro film myself·since I talked with Dan Shore. 

15 To date I haven't found it. But that kind of thing -- Havana 

16 used to blaze every time they got one of those. And that was 

17 one way we knew how far they got sometimes. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. If you find th~t, would let me know? 

A. I certainly will. 

Q. Aside from this instance, was there any other similar 

operatibn, Agency operation that you knew of, similar to the 

one that appeared to be designed to assassinate a foreign 

leader or support an assassination attempt upon a foreign 

leader? 

P.. · ~7ell, I lion' t know how deep you go into these subjects. 
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1 But I know \vhat you might call the anatomy of an assassination 

2 doesn't begin with the assassin~tion. If you can remo~e the 

3 gov~rnment or assist people who are probably going to remove 

4 it inevitably, a successfbl one, an~ not as~assination -- there 

5. 
I 

are a number of those called coup d etats. There Here quite 

6 a few of those things where, for many reasons, the Agency would 

7 be ke~ping in touch with a group who were not in power, but 

8 with the run of events, or with a little ' ..._ 
ass1s~..ance, or 

9 even 1n some cases up to the point 1·1here if the man doesn't 

10 leave he may be killed -- he doesn't have much choice -- sure~ 

11 the Agency was involved in that, there has been a record of 

12 that for years. 

13 ~ What specific one do you hav~ in mind? 

14 A. I think one that is pretty clear is that over a period 

15 of time the Agency worked rather diligently with General Rene 

16 Barrientos in Bolivia when he made his move. Dr. Victor Paz 

17 Estenssoro, who was President of Bolivia left. So there was 

18 no assassination, .he took over. 

19 The Agency for a long time had worked with Barrientos. 

20 Now, I doubt if the Agency ever got to the point with any of 

21 them \·1here they said, if he doesn't go by tomorrow we ~·1ill have 

22 to shoot that guy, because events roll tip, you see . 

23 Another case where this J~ind of development tool: place 

24 was one removed from Trujillo I believe Trujillo was 

25 followed by Juan 9oscit -- it might have been Bleager -- but I 
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1 thin}: Juan Bosch . Juan Bo'sch, I recollect , was repl ac·ed by 

2 Donal d Reid Kabaral. Now, Rabaral was i~ ny office i n t he 

3 I'en·tagon at about 7 : 0 0 o'clock in the evening the day be fore 

4 he became President of the Dominican Republic . 

5 reason he was there was because somebody in the Agency sent hi~ 

6 there. And we gave him a little bit of help that he needed . 

7 He too~..: an Eastern Airlines plane out of t·vashington for San 

8 Juan tha t n i ght, I think at 8:30 , and t r ansferred out of San 

9 Juan for Santd .Domingo. The change of government . took p l ace 

1 0 that night , and h e \.Jas the President_ of the Dominican 

11 Republ ic the nex~ ~ay. And nobody was ki lled. 

12 But that iw really -- you knm·.J, the Agency can say , 

13 and t~e government can say, that an assassination is not our 

1 4 bus iness. An assassination is when everything else f ails . 

1 5 Or l i ke in the case of Di erll , the President o f South 

16 Viet naD , where the government went to every extr eme to persuade 

17 hir,1 and his brother to go t _o Europe. Hadame Nhu uas already 

lB in Europe. And they_had brought ' tickets or arranged h is flight 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

to Europe, and t h ey h ad arr anged for ~im to make a speech and 

all that. But he didn ' t go. Well , what happens when you e~pose 

the palace guard liJ:e that, they a l l know that thousands of 

people hate them. Any palace guard i s hated in most cases. 

And they leave , they run for thei r mvn lives . And so >I hen 1-Ir . 

Diem came back to the palace there was nobody there to protect 

1 ' l1l1Ll. He made a mistake. And when he rea li~ed t ha t · he went i n t!< 
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1 tunnel, and they found him at the other e nd of t he tunnel, and 

2 he wa s kil led. There was no assassination p lan. All that ta l k 

-
3 about the assassination of L>iem is by pe-ople Hho don't knm·1 the 

4 inside . There was no as sassination o f Diem . But there ~vas a 

5 removal of Diem. And when it didn't work he got assassinated 

6 by others. And that \vas, I think, the reasonably spontaneous. 

7 Once anothe r governwent knows that the support of the 
<\ 

8 CI A, o r the support of this government, is being removed, then 

9 o any , many people are expo sed, and they begin to run. Just as 

10 -..-Je saH in Saigon. And if they don't run, they ge t ki lled. 

11 So where a lot of people make a mistake is -- and I 

12 worked on so darned many of these -- is that you don 't start witl 

13 a plan to assassinate, ·that is -c.-1hat is wrong, that is t,Thy the 

a: 
; 14 Agency says, no, we don 't do that. Now, in that fine sense, I 
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15 could agree with the Agency. But all the rest of the machinery 

16 is there. And it gives the people on the outside the initiative 

17 to go further. And a l o t of time the initiative improves the 

l8 gun and the bullets after everything else. Assassina tion has to 

19 be treated wisely, or it becomes complete aberration. 

20 NR. GRAY: Ne w:j..ll conclude here ·. 

21 (Whereupon at 4:30p.m., the interview was concluded . 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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