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TO: G. Robert Blakey
Chief Counsel
FROM: S. Jonathan Blackmer
Staff Counsel, JFK
DATE: June 28, 1978
RE: Index of Victor Espinosa Deposition
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Bayo, Eddie aka Eduardo Perez pp. 41, 42
Bender, Frank p. 32
Benton, Sam pp. 18, 19, 23, 93
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Blanco, Alberto pp. 67, 68, 72, 76, 77, 178
Bongo, Raphael Garcia pp. 103, 104, 105
Bosch, Dr. Orlando p. 86
Callejas p. 9
Carbo, Pedro p. 50
Carol, Alphonzo p. 41
Castro, Fidel pp. 4, 6, 7, 9, 22, 33, 36, 37, 42, ..
46, 47, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59,.60;
62, 64, 78, 79, 81, 83, 84, 96, 107%,
108, 109
Castro, Raul p. 55
Chaumon, Porton P. 5
C.I.A. pp. 10, 11, 15, 17, 33, 34, 35,.37, 38,
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MEMORANDUM

st SUMMARY OF DEPOSITION 1l
S ol als{

TO: G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel
 FROM:  S. Jonathan Blackmer, Staff Counsel, JFK %’5
DATE: July 18, 1978 '

RE: Summary of Victor Espinosa Deposition Taken June 7,
1978 in Washington, D. C.

61 Background: Association with the Revolutionary
Council of the University of Havana, 1954-1959.

Victor Dominador Espinosa Hernandez was born to a
" wealthy, landholding family in Cuba. In 1954, he entered
the University of Havana, joining two of his childhood -
friends Jose Antonio Echeverria and Rolando Cubela in the
student political movement. Cubela and Echeverria, .some-
what older than Espinosa, were at the time already firmly
established as the leaders of the Revolutionary Council of
the University of Havana, primarily directing their efforts
against the Batista regime. Numerous clashes with the
police and general inattentiveness to studies prompted.
Espinosa's father to send Espinosa to Louisiana State
University in Baton Rouge in 1955. (pp. 3-6, 43-47)

When Espinosa became eighteen years of age in ap-
proximately 1956, he left L.S.U. and returned to Cuba to
manage the ranch-estate left to him by the death of his
grandfather. Upon his return, his political fervor some-
what tempered, Espinosa was content to go about his business,
and spend long weekends in Havana once a month pursuing less
idealistic endeavors such as gambling and women. (p. 47)
During one of these sojourns in Havana, Espinosa received a
telephone call from Cubela advising him that Echeverria had
just returned from a meeting in Mexico with Castro, and
wanted to assemble the "old" group, as Castro wanted them
to step up their activities against Batista. . '

As a result of the meeting, action groups were
formed under the direction of Cubela and Echeverria. Each
group consisting of approximately four men was given the -
task of assassinating a designated high ranking official of
the Batista Government. Among the targets were Blanco Irco,

- head of military intelligence; Taberinalla, head of the
army; Usalace, chief of police. (pp. 47, 48, 49, 50)
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Espinosa's group, with Cubela and Pedro Carbo, was
immediately successful, killing Blanco Irco within the
week of their assignment. Although not suspected at
first, Cubela nevertheless fled to Miami, while Espinosa,
the youngest and least suspect, remained in Cuba. Cubela
eventually returned in 1957, and fought Batista from the
Sierra Maestra Mountains, independently of Castro. (pp. 51, 52)

Thus by late 1957, there were three groups fighting
Batista: Castro's group in Oriente Province, William .
Morgan's group and Cubela's group. Castro wanted control
over all the groups, and having Morgan under control, sent
Che Guevara to consolidate the other "fronts". Guevara's
mission was first to assassinate Rolando Menoyo, then Cubéla.
By October of 1958, Guevara had taken Menoyo and Cubela into
custody, but released them after four days. (pp. 54, 55)

_ When Batista abdicated in January of 1959, Castro's
group was the only one left intact as the others had been .
decimated by fighting, especially Cubela's after an assault
on the Presidential Palace. As Espinosa described the scene,
"no:one knew what to do; we were fighting a war and the war
was over; we didn;t have any ambition of power. Our aim was
to get the guy (Batista), when these people's (Castro's) aims
were very well planned for far ahead." (p. 56)

Thus by late 1959, with Castro in power, Espinosa,
seeing the student movement ending, left for the United States
and exile, (p. 58) (especially after Espinosa had been ar-
rested by Castro for attempting to smuggle the entire contents
of an army arsenal to Panama and was released only after
Cubela's intervention). (pp. 57-59)

IT. Espinosa's Relationship with Mike McLaney

A. 1954-1959

Espinosa often frequented the gambling casinos in
Havana while a student at the University of Havana. Through
a social friend, FNU Callejas, who was the manager of the
Hotel Nacional, Espinosa was introduceq to Bill McLaney,
brother of Mike, and then through Bill, = to *Mike. Their
relationship, according to Espinosa, was purely social during
the remainder of their years in Cuba, not involving any
clandestine activities directed at either Batista or Castro.
" Espinosa is not aware of any activities of that nature by
either of the McLaneys during this time. (pp. 9, 10)
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B, 1959-1963

Under the sponsorship of McLaney, Espinosa left Cuba
in 1959 for Miami. While he may have initially stayed at
McLaney's home, he soon began living with his family in
Miami.

It is not known why Espinosa moved to New York in
1960, but his return to Miami later in 1960 was occasioned
by his desire to join his former colleagues in training for
the Bay of Pigs invasion. (pp. 9-12)

Espinosa left the "employ" of the CIA in August of
1961* (See Section III, p. 4); he returned to Miami. 1In
. June of 1963 Espinosa was detained by FBI and Customs agents
in Miami for an attempted bombing raid on Cuba. According
to Espinosa, McLaney sponsored Espinosa and a few of his
associates in a plan to bomb. the Shell 0il refineries in
Havana. In this group were Sam Benton, Carlos Hernandez
Sanchez, John Koch Gene, Acleo Pedrosa Amores, Miguel Al-
varez and Richard Albert Lauchli. Benton procured an air-
plane, Espinosa the explosives from Lauchli, and McLaney
supplied the financing. (pp. 16-22) An informant within
the group alerted the FBI which was waiting with Customs.
officials ‘as the group rendezvoused for the mission. When
this mission failed, another one was immediately put into
operation. The o0il refineries were again the targets, but
the plan was to leave from a deserted alrstrlp in the
vicinity of Lake Ponchartrain, Louisiana, using either a
B-25 or a B-26 bomber, fully operational. Again Espinosa
‘planned the operation and secured the explosives through
Lauchli. This time, McLaney was to provide the airplane,
and only inform the group of its location once the bombs
were ready for loading. (pp. 23-29, 91, 92)

As was the case for the June 15th mission, this one
was also a failure. One member of the group was recalled
to Miami due to a death in the family, the remaining members,
feeling this would breach their security, disbanded, re-
turning to Miami with Espinosa going to New York to report
to Mike McLaney. On July 31, 1963, the FBI discovered the
cache of explosives to be used on the mission at a farm house
at Lake Ponchartrain owned by Mike McLaney's brother Blll
and confiscated the entire supply. (pp. 28, 29)

Espinosa remained in New York until approximately
1967, when he moved to France. He remained there until 1969,
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IIT. -Espinosa'’'s Contact With

then went into business in Spain
has had no contact with McLaney since 1965, his last anti-
Castro involvement with McLaney being the aborted July 1963
raid on the o0il refineries in Havana. (p. 29)

and England. He stated he

the CIA

During his anti-Batista
through 1959, Espinosa was aware
"group!” had some contact with the
and that a number of individuals

no contact with the CIA until he

Espinosa was made aware
to invade Cuba upon his arrival.
to keep him informed and went to

pate in various raids into Cuba,

activity in Cuba from 1954

that certain persons in his
American Embassy in Havana,
working in Castro's or-

ganization had similar contacts with the CIA. Espinosa had

reached Miami in 1959 and

joined the Bay of Pigs training force.

of training being conducted
He left word with friends
New York to work. A short

while later he was contacted, and immediately returned to
enlist. Espinosa was sent to Guatemala in June or July of
1960 to begin the training. (pp. 10, 11)

. In Guatemala and later Panama and New Orleans,
Espinosa was trained in conventional military warfare,
guerrilla warfare, explosives and clandestine operations.

As a result of this training, Espinosa did partici-

some of which were aimed

at the destruction of military targets, others withi.the
purpose of gathering information and bringing individuals
out. These activities began before the Bay of Pigs invasion
and. continued through the following summer of 1961. (pp.
14-16) *(It should be noted that Espinosa stated that he

was able to obtain from a friend in the government his file
which details each of these operations and the participants;
however, in our review of files on Espinosa, we find records
showing that Espinosa was terminated from involvement in
March of 1961 and taken off the payroll.)

Iv. Espinosa's Involvement With the AMLASH Operation

53080 DocId:32248213 Page 8
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on a pleasure excursion to Paris from his residence in
New York, Espinosa contacted an old acquaintance, Jose
Trasancos who was at the time working for the Cuban
Consulate in Paris, having been in a position there since
approximately 1962 or 1963.

Trasancos spoke of having seen Cubela in Paris and
"something was going on...Rolando (Cubela) is involved with
the CIA and there is something happening.” (p. 63) Tras=
ancos wanted Espinosa to get the complete story from
George Robreno, a former member of the Student Revolu-
tionary Movement in Havana, and long-time friend of
Cubela. Robreno at one time had been with the Castro
government as the head of the revolutionary tribunals which
carried out many death sentences. (p. 64) Originally,
Espinosa intended to meet with Robreno in Madrid, but after
encountering difficulties obtaining a visa, was forced at
his own expense to send Robreno an airline ticket for
Paris. (p. 65)

In Paris, Robreno told Espinosa that Cubela had been
talking with certain CIA people about an uprising in Cuba
against Castro that was to be led by Cubela and others of-
ficials in the government and the army. Cubela had been in
contact with an individual named Williamson who was the .
head of the CIA in Spain. Cubela was most concerned about
Williamson's trustworthiness, expressing as a basis, Wil-
liamson's apparent alcoholism and the fact that he had had
as a mistress a Cuban female who had taken certain important
documents from Williamson's apartment to Castro. Cubela
had wanted his old associate Espinosa to contact his "CIA
colleagues", still believing Espinosa was with the CIA.
Espinosa was to explain Cubela's position to them viz-a-viz
Cubela's contact with Williamson. In addition.to this con-
versation with Robreno, Espinosa met with (Alberto) Blanco,

.. — =, "E1l Loco", also :involved in the plotwith Cubela.® Blanco, en
' " route to Cuba from Russia via Czechoslovakia, mentioned the
presence of Russian technicians in Cuba, stating that he
wanted the CIA to know that if they were thinking of double-
crossing Cubela, "They (Cubela and his associates in the
- plot) would take care of these Russian technicians". (pp.
67, 68)

It was Espinosa's understanding that Cubela had come
to Madrid sometime earlier to meet with Artime and William-
son. According to Robreno, Artime was soliciting Cubela's
aid in a different coup. Cubela could not trust Artime,
feeling he was working both sides with the CIA and Castro.

. Espinosa returned to New York the week following
his meeting with Robreno in Paris and went directly to
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Cavasantos of Immigration and Naturalization to be put in
contact with someone in the CIA. Cavasantos sent Espinosa
to the FBI in New York, where they were joined by someone
from the CIA, whom Espinosa felt was aware of the individuals
mentioned in the AMLASH operation. (pp. 70-72, 76) Espinosa
related Cubela's message and was told he would be contacted
within a few days. (p. 73) After two weeks, Espinosa con-
tacted a friend who worked for Senator Javits who arranged
for a meeting in Washington with a State Department

official involved with Cuban affairs.

Feeling that he had done all he could do, Espinosa
returned to New York, where he worked for the next two
years before moving to France and Spain. (pp. 77, 78)

Sometime later, Espinosa learned of Cubela's
arrest and imprisonment in Cuba and was most surprised that

Cubela was not executed. (p. 79)
V. Individuals of Interest Known to Espinosa
A. Norman Rothman: Espinosa met Rothman in Havana

sometime in the late 1950's, possibly in the casino at the
Hotel Nacional, and later in approximately 1960 or 1961 in
‘Miami at the Biltmore Hotel.

Espinosa was a social acquaintance of "Cappy"
Rothman, Norman's son, in Miami from approximately 1960-
1963. (pp. 31, 32, 98-101)

B. Mever Lansky: While Espinosa did not know
‘Meyer Lansky, he did see him at the Rivera Casino in
Havana. (p. 97)

Ce Raphael Garcia Bongo: Trafficante's attorney.

Espinosa knew Jorta Bongo, the brother of Raphael, and
through him met Raphael. While not first-hand, it was common
knowledge that Raphael was Trafficante's attorney in Cuba.

- Approximately five years ago, Espinosa learned that Raphael
had been arrested in Spain for passing counterfeit money.
Espinosa heard that the counterfeit money was linked to
Trafficante. (pp. 103-105)

D. Sam Benton: Knew him through McLaney. Benton
was supplier for the aircraft used on the two aborted oil
refinery raids in 1963. (pp. 18, 19, 23, 93)

E. Raul Castro: = Espinosa met Raul on two occasions
~in Havana soon after Castro's takeover. Espinosa was present
in Cubela's hospital room when Raul Castro visited Cubela.
(p. 55) ‘
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F. Jerry Patrick Hemming: Met him on a few
occasions. Hemming was always trying to get involved in
exile activities. The general opinion among Espinosa's
associates was that Hemming was not to be trusted.

G. Rolando Cubela: (AMLASH) Long and involved
friendship.

53080 DocId:32248213 Page 11
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- PR EXECUTIVE SESSION
» 2“
; DEPOSITION OF VICTORNY ESPINOSA
SIE-N WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1978

6 - '
7 ‘ ' House of Represgﬁtéﬁiyes,,i

8 President John F"Jkénhédy )

: ‘ Subcommittee’of the:Select
9 : Commlttee on A533581nat10ns,

10 Wasnlnoton, D.1C.>

“   11 : The deposition of Vlctore&<Esp1ncsa was taken at

R A - 8-40 p.m., in the office of the Select Commlttee on7 ‘,4_3*5ﬁ7
13 A553531nat10ns in Room 3370 of the office of the Commlttee, .

._14,Secpnd'and D Streets, S.W., in Washington, D. C.A

15 . Present: Jonathan Blackmer and John‘Hornbedki%Cdunsé1 to’
. X + N - . : Ty ¥ c
.16 the Select Committee. N
AT - Present also: 'ﬂfE. Elizabeth Berning;-Chieﬁ Clerk_ﬁo'thé-

ﬁg Select Committee.
SR
o

2
'3

. 25

w,f S L T , ';f ALDER°ONREPORHNGCOMPANYINC ,
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17
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o200

23

,oomMittee, to further ask questions of the w1tness.:_?5"

Whereupon, } B
VICTORES ESPINOSA

hav1n° been duly sworn by the Chief Clerk to the Select

4Comm1ttee, ‘was examined under the rules of the Select

Commlttee and testified as follows
_Mr. Blackmer. We are present in the-SelecttComMittee‘s |

offices to depose you. My name is Jonathan Blackmer and I.am

an attorney with the Select Committee on Assass1natlons.

By virtue of Rule 4 of House Resolut1on 222 o am'lm;-
powered to take statements under oath. Shortly, "' John )
_Hornbeck will join us, who is @ﬁm senior.- staff counsel on thlsﬁ

R

What is your full name, Sir?
“Mr. Espinosa. Victores Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer. And you are here for the punpose of g1v1ng
a voluntary statement before this comm1ttee°ll'
. Mr. Espinosa. Yes, |

3 Mr. Blackmer.' I have given you a copy of the commlttee
' ' Q,Nad

rules, House Resolution 222, 460 and 760. You are not “under

SUbooena; 3§e;you2 Lﬁl
Mr. Espinosa. No.
Mr. Blackmer. You are here voluntarily. '

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. You have the right to have counsel oresent'

if you wish. There is no counsel here and I assume . that 15 ofv~

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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C;>_» s 1 your own choice.
2 Mr., Esplnosa I don't see it 1is necessary, anyway
”enS: “Mr. Blackmer. The entire record of this dep051tlon w1ll

BT174*be~ﬁranscr1bed. We will send you a copy for you. to read/aﬁ%
SO retvan v Ha Setect Comani HE€ S
‘.5:ver1fy; after which we will send you your own personal copy

‘_6{Should you wish to make any chanaes in the- substance of the

%M‘ TS -;éﬁ?

7_transcr1pt ras-iro be done before a federal maglstrate.
8 ' I know you are re51d1nv,1n London and 1f 1t 1s necessary
- 9-to make any changes, if you feel corrections are necessary fwﬁ>

10 you would please call us, we w1ll try to make~arran;emenus

'-11 over there for that to be done

i

124 I would llke to begin the questioning Qlth a llttle beex-f
C:> ii: .13 .ground. You were born in Cuba, is that correcm?i A;::?:- L
‘ | ;14' Mr. Espinosa. That is right.
_iﬁs- Mr. Blackmer. And you resided there until when?
56 Mr. Espinosa. Until 1959.
}7 | Mr. Blackmer. And at that»ﬁime you came;toytne.gn;ted‘
18 States. DR
fﬁé;f C Mr. Espinosa. Yes..
20 Mr. Blackmer. Approximately in 1957 or 1958, were you a

21 student at the University of Havana.

, 22 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I was.

23 ‘Mr. Blackmer. And as a student at the'Uniﬁensiby,of:
C:D .24 Havana, were you engaged in any underground aetiVities,witn

25 either anti-Batista or later anti-Castro?

ALDERSON REPOHTING COMPANY INC
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1 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, both.
2 Mr. Blackmer. And could you tell us the nature of the

vi 3 activities which were directed against the Batista regimeé?

18 individual member.

19 Mr. Blackmer. High level officials?

20 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

B these anti-Batista activities?
24 Mr. Espinosa. No.

25 Mr. Blackmer. Who were you working with?

ALDERSON REPOHTING COMPANY INC
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;ii;j‘?4 ~ '~ Mr. Espinosa. Wel, different kinds of clandé;piqef*x
5 activities. | D
6 *   “Mr. Blackmer.‘ Would that be in the néﬁ@révdffréiéiﬁg
7‘e¥§losives or arms for paramilitary use? ~ R
8 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, mainly.
9 Mr. Blackmer. Were you involved in aﬁy;indiyiﬁaalyéébo_
‘71b§tége.opefations? | L
1 '  Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

12 Mr. Blackmer. What specific activitie;iﬂéréﬁhdse? ?Wasi{
.13 -there anything that comes to mind? | B |
14 Mr. Espinosa. We, not gsaiig. 0 % % .

‘>‘J5 Mr. Blackmer. Was it aimed at theuecqnqu{moreﬁthagv

, 16_individual mémbers of the Batista regime? |
© 17 Mr. Espinosa. Mot so much the economy,.but‘at,gnxw



<:> e oo Mr. Espinosa. With students, the Revolutionary Cdghéili3

2 of the University of Havana.

”3; Mr. Blackmer. Who are the particular leaderé°‘
 f$-4_:vv " Mr. Espinosa. There was Echverrea. (ickeuemuq>
nu;s" . Mr. Blackmer. Do you have a first name? | -
6 Mr. Espinosa.. Héggg.Antonio, and Cubela,_Porton éHéEﬁ6H*'
7 and a few others. |
8 Mr. Blackmer. How were your activities financéd?éi;
9 ‘Mr. Espinosa. Méinly byybonds‘that were being;$§ia-to
10 sympathizers of the revolutionary party. | '
11‘ Mr. Blackmer. Were there any large cohffﬁgﬁtpf$ £ﬂat;yQu
12 -can ‘think of? | - ".” e
(:) ' f1 1f13 _ Mr. Espinosa. I am sure there were, but ndeigﬁgﬁti;béé
”ij%;ény knowledge of. ﬁ%ﬁL fb”“/y kﬂhé/ , | :x f;%f"
f15:2 Mr. Blackmer. TEaey w&&@a@amﬁﬁkamgwf%h-landéwnefgf ‘ware:
 16Jthey not, in Cuba?
~4:J7 ‘ Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
b-f18- o Mr. Blackmer.' And were they part of the:uﬁper,cléés?n
J 19 _ Mr. Espinosa. 'Yeé. |
:20‘ - Mr. Blackmer. Wé?%:mhey at all sponsoringifééi;;{/f//
21 activities? o
) o Mr. Espinosa. Not that I know of. 3 v ;z'_ﬂf f'?f;;g,
. , 23 Mr. Bla"kmer. Could you tell us when you flrst met>‘ |
C:>L L 24 Rolando Cubela, ihé—%Trst—tTme—7UU—*EUETT“havrng—met~tu_~ ‘ <j;
. L 25 Mr. Espinosa. It was a long time ago. We were ch1ldren 7

g
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1 and he used to go to school in the same town in whichflﬂweeé
2 born in Cuba.
g Mr. Blackmer. So you had known him many yeerstbefofex

4 your activities started.

'5 o Mr. Espinosa. Yes;

é ~ Mr. Blackmer.  At the University? <'v:1;f¥1!"eiw{%%
7 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. R

8 . Mr. Blackmer. wnoewéféféome of,hiS'associatee‘iﬁltﬁe'

9 underground activities?

10 Mr. Espinosa. For example, one Cubela and Machado
11 Mr. Blackmer. Do you have the flrst names°»~'
quzy ‘Mr. Espinosa. I cannot remember uhe flrst names Secause
C:) 'f f LA we'used to call him "Machaletto" and Joe kestbrook ‘
7.ﬁ4 | ; Mr. Blackmer. Is that an American? ” |
"lﬁs- L. - Mr. Espinosa.‘ No, he was a Cuban.

, e 16/;_—z’Mzz-”.Z'—"BP‘l-a;eﬂxﬂe*r'?mW‘é?S'-@b-r-e-@42‘-?9

govo—

”Ji17‘**-—-Mr-@spiﬁ@@@mmm%@y““

¥

3'18 B Mr. Blackmer.. Do you know what any of . these 1nd1v1duals -

19 are doing nowz

20 Mr. Espinosa. They are dead.

‘ ' m!(wclua(s 3 >

21 . Mr. Blackmer. Are any of these peopTe now. w1th the ;?ﬁf"&m

22 Castro government? . “ e i .» ;::::::;;

Zé Mr. Espinosa. I think Chaumon is withetﬁeﬁgastfe;" o
vC:D “1 ”T :1é§ government, and~I think Raminda--and it has 5een 55 méﬁyb

‘*}1251years--and Naranjo and the rest of the people'I mentiened;

‘ ALDERSON REPORTI\JG COMPANY INC
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1 theré are dead.
2 . Blackmer. When did your interest change- from beinw‘(,i'
.3:ant1 Batista to §£Q@~Castro° ;e
5{4 . " Mr. Esplnosa I was never pro-Castro; belnﬁ_agalnst
1' %5.Bat1sta does not: meén you are-pro- Castro. I thlnk very

'fQGTShortly after Castro took over I began to be anti= r‘ast,ro._;w

 f  7. Mr. Blackmer. D%ﬁ'yoﬁ Rhuw “Bry=good aivut*vas%haﬂbeﬁore
8b_e_t@e4<—-e*v*ear‘7 'Did you ev_er_,mee't mime Castre |

9 Mr. Espinosa. No. |

10" Mr. Blackmer. Do-you khow of any peoplé,ﬁthwéféjéiosely

'1t_a$sociated'with him?

12 | Mr. Espinosa. Only one person.

O Bt 13 Mr. Blackmer. And that was whom?
e . Mr. Espinosa.  That was. Jose Smith, g he landed in. Cuba

ﬁsiWHéﬁ7Castro landed and he was kllled at that tlme.h That 1s
lijé;the only person whom I knew was cleose to hlm.}ﬁi i
\jiéij”f~ Mr. Blackmer.. When Castro landed in Cuba, Qaé tﬁat 1n
‘ 1 8 .,’_»_:..1 9 5 5‘? | ‘

*19->.- 3Mr..Espinosa. Yes, 1956

};\'>20 Mr; Blackmer. So your activities began- éPPFOXImaEGLY in
o 1957, IR e
“22 Mr. Espinosa. No, I would say 1955.
e ”} f2j Mr. Blackmer. During this period ijti%é;}d{é;ybgyké§hil{fj
O\ :“vﬁ4.;>P,ed-r.o Deastoes? DAz LAz e ’ ; Y
EREY % Mr. Espinosa. No, I did not. B 8

5 L E . b s GET B ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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1 Mr. Blackmer.

2 peastos? piaz Lanz .
g | Mr. Espinosa.
- 4 Mr. Blackmer.
,ng 5 him?
3 ‘ Mr. Espinosa. .
7 Mr. Blackmer. =
8 . Mr; Espinosa.
9 Mr. Blackmef.
10  Mr. Espinosa.

11 Miami.

';12_ "Mr. Blackmer.

43 'him?
>-514*{. Mr. Espinosa.

!“Js}him once or twice.
16 ) Mr. Blackmer.

* 17 ‘Frank Sturgis?

: :ié. ‘ Mr. Espinosa.
5?19 Mr.’Blackmér.
vﬂvéo Mr. Espinosa.
2 - Mr. Blackmer.
~22‘ Mr. Espinosa.
.23 Mr. Blackmer.

V  ¥?4 | Mr. Espinosa.
HJV?ZS Mr. Blackmer.

DDDId 32243213 Page 2l]

Tl OTAFET O oAA

Have you subsequently known aboutfééd}b:ﬁm

Yes.

Did you have any personal‘knowigdgefaf"f

What’do'yOu mean by "persohélikhdwiédcéb"

Dld you ever have any contact w1th h1m° _

Yes, I dld

And what period of time was that?

‘It was, I would say, in 1959:and'1960{in

Do you recall who he WESVﬁitﬁ Wh9n you saw
No, I do.not recall really, éhﬁgI7only,me£

Do- you know an individuaisby fhg.naﬁe of

- Yes.

Wbéﬁe'did_ybu meet this individual?
In Miami.
In what time?

1959 or 1960.

b)ﬂz LﬁNZ.

: Tt
Was he with Pe=sIoS when you met nim? . .
G

I can't recall.

When you were living,iﬁ Havené~inﬂ1958}anﬁ_

ALDERSONR:POHHNGCOMPANYIVC Ry
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1 1959, did you remember frequenting the Hotel Nagi§@éi;;,ﬁf
2 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I did. e o
.3 ¢+ Mr., Blackmer. Did you kﬁow an individgéi £5é}¢f5y}¢5¢"-
‘ 4_ﬁ€mé_of Michael MclLaney? | .
5. Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
'é Mr. Blaékmer;,‘WOuld you explain how you‘firsﬁiﬁé£>Mf}
7 McLaney and the naﬁufewof,yéﬁr;relationship? | Lt
g Mr. Espinosa. Iametﬁﬁiﬁgfirst because the manégér%dfﬁphe
9 hotel, the social manaéer of;the hotel was a friend_of.minex
0 Mr. B1ackmef; ;And'his name was what? |
i {1J_ ; Mr. Espinosa.ilit‘was Callejas, and;hegSub§egUeﬁgiY:v,M
.  €4]2 introduced me to Biil‘McLaﬁEyfwho ultimatei§;fqﬂroaﬁqed méiidl~
C:) LQ ¥ ﬂ;¥nJ3 Mike‘McLaney. LT o a
‘.'.'{ €ﬁ4“,' ' Mr. Blackmer. And what was the nature of yoﬁpif‘;
" fl15 Eélationship?
*i 16 Mr. Espinosa. It was just social in,puﬁé,.
:A17 Mr. Blackmer, Did yOu'go pﬁt with théﬁ'£6 dihnen? 
"Tis Mr. Espinosa. 'Yeékféometimes. _.
 ‘19» Mr. Blackmer.-TWeré'eithér of the McLaney7brothgfs
‘20 involved in any clandestine activities againgp,éihﬁeaﬁéatista  P

u-fi,{Zflor Castro to your knowledge at that time?

w o Ey L i e R
. Lo I

22 C Mr. Espihosa. Not that I know of.
B | Mr. Blackmer. 'Whern VOU came to the Uniﬁed$S£§£3§§,¥bu*t};£ 

AN : 7
_C:> - {24 say yew—eame~ in December of 1959.
\\t:,'A ';'}:251 . Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I think so.

“ - -ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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1 Mr. Bladkmer.v Were you Sponsored“by Mike McLénéY?
2 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I was.
3 Mr. Blackmer. And did he help you in getting over here

4 financially?
,7¥’,5 : Mr. Espinosa.  No.
Jje ) Mr.. Blackmer. Were you tralned oy the Centréi
§7'Intelligence Agency in any clandestlne paramilitary tralnlng
8 of any kind? ‘I P
9 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I believe it was thnn.,ﬁ 4\\ \\\
10 Mr..Blackmef. I~wTi1‘T€phT€6?—%h€¢ Could you tell us. p\\
,ﬁ1 your flrst contact with the Central Intelllgence Agency and. |
'12’your role in the»Cuban exile movement prlorltO'the-Bay_of P;ggl-'
C:D,,Q];f;'Js}in-the United States? AR  ' 
‘;“\if jﬁv Mr. Espinoéé.v Well, I heard when I came’ t&uthevStates
15 they were forming some kind of a brigade or somnthlnc to' F
15 lnvade Cuba and I told dlfferent friends of m1n° in Mlami to'
fj7~1et me know when the thing was.happenlng. I went to: New York
fx181td work and they contacted hé a£ one point,_and they>were,-
“ig'recruiting people to . take part in this activ1ty and-I-went

““jéq-back to Miami and I enlisted myself.

Mf’ 2T - Mr. Blackmer. Could you tell us who 1t was that S
“':.ﬁéﬂcoﬁtactedgyou? | |
/0 frmu«rej
'23  Mr. Espinosa. I think it was Mpaert Jlmenez._ et
<:> - _ : §¢ ' Mr. Blackmer. He contacted you and came,back to Miami

‘i52§véhd‘where did you go to enlist?

ALDERSON REPOHTI’\(G COMPANV INC
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Mr.

I think there was one house where you go.over ther‘a

enlist.

Mr.

that house,

Mr.

Mr.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Howard Hunt?

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Espinosa.

Blackmenr.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

who was

“Well,

1
I went to one of the enlisting houses,

and

And do you recall any particulén$gébput
running 1t and who was there?

No.

Do you know an individual by the name of
i have heard -about him.

Have'you seen photograph540f him?v

Yes.,

Was this individual invslved .in ‘any of

this early contact you had with the Central”Intelligenge

-Agency?

Mr..
Mr.
you then
Mr.
Mr.
when?
Mr.

Mr.

Espinosa.
Blackmer,
sent?

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

beginning of 19607?

Mr.

would Say it was the toward the end of 1960}

Espinosa.

I don't know.
After you enlisted in Miami, where were

I was sent to Guatemala.'

Andjthié‘would have been approximately

This would have been apprqximaﬁelyfé——i-

Could it possibly have beéﬁ iﬁfﬁhé;

No, it was not the beginning of '1960. I

‘the third quarter

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY l’\IC

Page 2'?50 7th. STREET S W REPORTEHS BUILD(NG WASHINGTON D C: 20024 (202) 054 2345



12
<:> 'Z;ﬁ‘f’ 1 of 1960. It.was June dr July, approximately. |
. 2 Mr. Blackmer. Did you first go to Panama or fif§ﬁ td
3 Guatemala? | Ca
>4" Mr. Espinosa. I went to Guatemala and théniaéﬁﬁ;£§§7 
5 Panéma. | -
H s

7

10
1
12
13
1
15
16
7
18
19
 :20

o

23
T4

25

. ALDERSON REPORT!NG COMPANY INC
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1 Mr. Blackmer. What type of activities were you trained
2 in?
-3 Mr. Espinosa. Just general act1v1t1es, general

4_conventlonal mllltary warfare and guerrllla warfare and

“.5 training in exp1051ves and munitions and clandestlnnﬁ “.

“a;fgfz;oanlzagzgaglii cetera. é)ékﬁéz ;f;gl ;~fi¢4@§{:“”fﬂ*

S

7 Mr. Blackmer. Do you: recall any of the people who

8 trained you? Were theyJAmeﬁicans? |

9 Mr. Espinosa. Yes;‘tﬁerebwere some Amehidans;aad¢sqme
.10 -Europeans too. | Lt
11 Mr. Blackmer. Do you reeall the names‘ofifﬁesegii,,"
‘Hz individuals? ’ | o

(:) ;{}Jli” 13 Mr. Espinosa. [ cannot recall the namee.:ffgéeﬁ:one“f

iﬁ4vperson, an American of Phlllpplne origin, andﬁﬁeaQae¥kaan-to
15 us as Colonel Vallejo. | .

16 Mr. Blackﬁer. During this training, did youikngg an

17 individual by the name of Carlos Hernandez?

"iﬁ8~_ Mr. Espinosa. Yes,,l did;

;{ig‘ Mr. Blackmer. Was"tAere an individual by the name of
‘ ’t20'thn ng#ggcwf;volved with you?

'_ 2 Mr. Espinosa. I do not recall that name,;;5:;,e

'722‘ ' Mr. Blackmer. How about Acelo Pedrot%zggzggf

23 _ Mr. Espinosa. No. | SIMW@&;
'v724 Mr. Blackmer} How about Miguel Alvarezcﬁefﬁﬁnes *

- 25. . Mr. Espinosa. Yes. k

. B0 : : ' 8 ”,"ALDERSQNﬁgPORﬂNGbQMeANYJNc,
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L 5 y

C:D I 1 Mr. Blackmer. Is this the same man who contacted you dr R
wIMine e o

2 a different Hermeapes? -
SﬁnuAJez;

3 Mr. Esplnosa. This is a different He#meﬁes g "

4 Mr. Blackmer.  Any relation to Mario?

5 . Mr. Espinosa. No.

" Mr. Blackmer. Was there anyone else that you‘léféﬁﬁﬁed“

7 acquaintances with that'youvtrained with?
8  Mr. Espinosa. There were a dozen; there-were many.
- Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever go in any-infilﬁratieh{raids

10 into Cuba as part of this?

‘?11 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
i12 - Mr. Bleckmer. Can you recell any of the‘sbec1f1e detells
C:)v _ffjﬂ;}53 Of any of the particular ralds° - B
P 14 Mr . Esplnosa. Yes. One time we went;Qo,a?é%igé35§dﬁﬁédge

15 kilometers in Havana and we were supposed toﬂknoeg‘EQéﬁghie
i ﬁ6 Navy installation somewhere, :and all of theeraids;were a
‘;fﬁ7 different nature, like if we went into the'country;fehg
"f‘381gettihg information of the country and bringing beoéie?eit of
’:_19 the counntry.
:>é0 Mr. Blackmer. Do you'recall any specificeinwivianls

733;51_£hat you went on these raids with?

”’9,22 Mr. Espinosa.  Yes, I recall a few.
1;@3- Mr. Blackmer. Could you give us their"hemeéd*P:v""‘
C:> T e n”24 Mr. EspinoSa. Miguel Alvarez; Calc1e Vundez was another

'f;J5 3125_and Frank--and I can't remember Frank's last name.r
Q o : r i, . ' , ﬁ F/wwk Bm,\)aﬁav;dol

gosdiie S ALDERSONREPORHNGCOMPANYINC
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1 Mr. Blacxmer. Was he American?
_ Ugnehe - .
2 Mr. Espinosa. No, Cuban. It was Mgeﬁ%e;,nnd I can t
| 3 remember his first name. T
4 Mr. Blackmer. rApproximately when were theséﬁ#;igg;ﬁ 
5 péfore or after the Bay of éigs? ' |
g Mr. Espinosa. They were before and after thélééytgtf
7 Pigs. ‘
8 Mr. Blackmer. How méhy-faids did you go dn‘after the’Bay
9 of Pigs? | v o |
0 Mr.AEspinqsa; After thetéay"of Pigs, thbinkfithentfin
11 two or three times. | ‘*1H‘ >‘
A7;12 B Mr. Blackmer. ' And do you recall the last rald that you »
‘ 13 ’»we.nt_ on th‘at was sponsored by the CIA, approx1mately what date g
| '44;that was? .
.15 Mr. Espinosa. Possibly it was four oé/ﬁivé;gbntts.after
Q_SJG the invasion. | -
17 Mr. Blackmer. 4Sdmetime.in the summer Qfﬂi§61?g5."‘
18 Mr. Espinosa. erS; |
19 ~ Mr. Blackmer. Were you involved in the éay of Pigs
éo{invasion itself? |
':t éj i ‘Mr. Espinosa. Not directly. ‘
1réé'.', Mr. Blackmer. Were you infiltrated'ihtb ¢ub§{befo§§f§R$’F
’f23 Bay of Pigs? | . r’ui. ”
C:) 'iu;¥ ':24 : Mr. Espinosa. I was being 1nf11trated at theltame tlme

iféS'that the Bay of Pigs was taking place, and»wetwerepordered;tgp

hega Ry o 1 T L jfz ALDERSONREPORHNGCOMPANYINC
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16
go back to Miami and then when.we got back to Miaﬁ;dfgejfdand
out that they had landed. | | ?_; i&i; |

Mr. Blackmer. Did they then try to sendayaq;bacg?

Mr. Espinosa. 'There was a little hustle atfihéﬁfti5£4°
everything was very much in the air and we were ohﬁsgathbya
but we were not sent back‘ |

Mr. Blackmer., Do you recall whether or not any mambers

of Customs or. Immlgratlon :in the M1am1 area were,made aware of
i 5

[P

any of your partlcular raids so as not to @%@kz

“Mr. Espinosa. Would you rephrase thaﬁfa&aiﬁaz*f;;”v

~Mr. Blackmer. The various raids that you went on,;I

assume many of them were from the Miami area.

Mr. Espinosa. They were from the Keyg,;dbﬁaiﬁaaa%dikey
Weat. v T

Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware of any mon;pdrf&%ﬁbj_
Customs or Immigration officials of the Uniﬁaaﬁétagésabavarnf
ment? | |

Mr. Espinosa. WOuld--wnat do you mean by "mon1tor1ng°“ o

Mr. Blackmer,. T%%gkaffgwﬁﬁ%rged Wwith the respon51b111$y_””

e
of enforcing neutrallty acts.aﬁd‘ghey try to l1m1t any hostlle

,acts emanating from this country. Were you aware that they

vperAtONS -
were told spec1f1cally about your or a@&iﬁf&@ns so that uhey

did not stop you?
Mr. Espinosa. VNo.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you ever stopped? -

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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C:D.n’i - 1 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I was stopped. »
| . 2 Mr. Blackmer. While you were workingpfep edeiCIA? f*:f;pe;d

3 Mr. Espinosa. No, never. | RRACTTA.
4 Mr. Blackmer.: when were you stopped? . :
5 Mr;:Espinosa,?-After I stopped act1v1t1es wlth the CIA

‘es. Mr. Blackmer. - Approx1mately when was thls°
A7 - Mr. Espinosa.‘ One.tlme.was in June of 1963.
8 Mr. Blackmer.'eThailﬁes'in Miami? 1 f,' ‘ d.'? .

H d9 Mr. Espinosap pYes} in Miami, and I. had been served by

f}.10 Customs agents two dlfferent times and I don't know the legal
:;:p11‘name for it, notlflcatlon. If I was caught- 1n'a boat of 1n a

'127plane or trying to go somwhere, related to- any klnd of
.C:D‘  ﬁ¥}i»d3,ant1 Castro activity, I will get five years. in. Jall or $5 OOO

. afﬂ4,fine'or 10 -years in jail.

5

‘:f’flﬁris Mr. Blackmer. You were in fact stopped once on Juhe *%,;_,-
18 19632 - "
17 Mr. Espinosa.’ Yes.
‘t{ds,. Mr. Blackmer. Were you subsequently fihed?or‘anyvdhafgesﬁ,

LHQ bfought against you?
'kfzb : 'Mr. Espinosa. No. I was taken to a prisdn;and'anyﬁey I
3ﬁw2i‘Was released the next day. P
| ‘dr'?;zz' " Mr. Blackmer. Let us, if we can, deal w1th tﬁet :nc d t
C;D NN “23 specifically. Our records indicate that on June’—Efdf”tgéff*

s 24jout51de of Miami, you and four other 1nd1v1duals were stopped

jésvby Customs and FBI agents with a twin- englne beach craft

: ' g ' - - ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, *
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alrplane that you were attempting to load with exp1031ves Eeau44,

bombsé? your intended mission, which was to bombd an- 011

refinery in Havana.
Could you tell
from?
Mr. Espinosa;
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
individual for the

"Mr. Espinosa.
Heemaw dez

us whose idea that operation émé%é;éd.5

From me.
It was-your idea?

Yes.

.Did you get any assistance from any other
raid?

Yes, I got assistance from Carlos -

Hermanes, from'Migdel Alvarez and that is the dfhehjkiﬁd.df

assistance you are asking for?

Mr. Blackmer.

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.
this project?

Mr. Espinosa.

Financial or other?
Financial assistance from NcLaney.,

How much money did McLaney glve you for-~

I cannot recall. He gave us whatever we

needed to buy the explosives and so on.

Mr. Blackmer.

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

Mf. Espinosa.
times.

Mr. Blackmer.

Who got the airplanes?
It was Sam Benton.
And how did you know Sam Benton? - -

I met him at McLaney's hgﬁSéEsevéral;iE

How was he introduced?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMDANY INC
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Mr . Esginosa.. You mean in whafw-—-

Mr. Blacgmer. Whatbyou understoocd to be hislpafﬁiéﬁigf 
role. o

Mr.—EspinOSa. He was like a friend of miﬁe aﬁd'éifriend
of Mike's and I guess Mike wanted him to front for hi@ior be
the one who zot the airplane.

Mr. Blackmer. Did he have any specific knowledge of
planes or munitions or anything of that naturé tokwherébhe
would be a person that,you would go to get thésetphiﬁgs?

Mr. Espinosa. I wouldn't know that but I donfpitgink so,
and I wouldn't think so. “

Mr. Blackmer. So, you think it was really'MikeZQE64
secured the planes and used Sam as the front man.

Mr. Espinosa. No, I think Mike told him tO:ge§fus;what
we wanted more or less and he got it. e

| Mr. Blackmer. Was it your understanding”ﬁﬁéﬁ?ééﬁﬁdﬁ?w;é
connected with the‘government in any way, the U;é.Hg§Vé;hmént?

Mr. Espinosa. No, at no time did I believe he'wés

‘connected with the U.S. Government.

-Mr. Blackmer. And had Mike at any time to.your Rn5w1edge
been connected with the U.S. Government?

Mr. Espinosa. Not that I know of.

Mr. Blackmer. Where did you get the éx?lq%iﬁésTtbéﬁiydu-
were going to use? | 2 e U k

Mr. Espinosa. I think we got them in ?oft"Léuderdale}'

. ALDERSON.REPORTING COMPANY,INC. -
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Mr. Blackmer. Did you personally get them or'seheohe
else gnt them? -

Mr. Espinosa. I think Miguel Alvarez got the

Mr. Blackmer. ,Cansyou’tell us a little bit about what
the plan was for this bombing raid?

Mr. Espinosa. Well, the plan was to try to get ihe} 
refinery out of service or out of production SO'instead of
bringing crude o0il into the country and be refined in‘Cuba,
they would have td bring in the gasoline. So, that Wbuldghave
made a very easy target for us in order to blow:up‘ﬁﬁesfankers
or whatever vessels were used to bring in the: basollne. (

Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware that any of these vessels
that were carrying oil to Cuba may have been flysng;ag&u&sran
flag? | “ |

Mr. Espinosa. 'No, this. was a’hypothetiealethidgﬁaeﬁthe‘
time. | -: i

Mr. Blackmer. It was not your intention ai’théf&ﬁime to
provoke an incident between the U.S. and Russia? -

Mr. Espinosa. No, that would have stopped us froﬁ”
blowing.up the Russian ship.

Mr, Blackmer, So, you had some knowledce, & understand
of the particular oil refinery that you were 001ng after7

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. How did you acquire that knowledve7 ;;‘

Mr. Espinosa. Well, through a famlly bu31neses

ALDERQON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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Mr. Blackmer. And what specifically was that business?
Mr. Espinosa. It was--there were indbéﬁfial[inépééﬁo?sf‘

who used to inspect sugar refineries, alcohol and‘plapésfwhere

~alcohecl was being made and gasoline refineries, or oil

refineries, et cetera.
Mr. Blackmer. And you had personally gone over this
particular refinery?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, as a younger man I used tq,gogthere

with inspectors sometimes to make some pocketlmoheyfdn»

'something.

~Mr. Blackmer._'A-part-time job?
‘Mr. Espinosa. ‘A part time job, yes.
Mr., Blackmer. Did you talk MclLaney into,ffnénbfﬁg~fhis
operaﬁion? e |
Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
Mr. Blackmer. And did you know what his. partlculaf'g “
interest was in seeing this operation successfully comple;ed°
Mr. Espinosa. Well, I mean, first we have te say uhat if
the operation Qas.succesSful, perhaps w;‘had a chance to -
economically cripple the country and consequently'bring»abdut
a change in the politics. Of course, a change in the:.* | ‘
polltlcal situation at the time would have been a f‘avorablo :
change for Mr. WcLaney S economlcs or bu31ness out there. ¥i
Mr. Blackmer. So, MclLaney was personally;1ptergsted~1n.

regaining some of his possessions in Cuba.

ALDEHSON REPORTING COMPANY lNC
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Mr. Espinosé. Yes, exactly like that.
Mr. Blaékm=r. Do you know if he was invol?éawia?anykgf
the internal pOllulCS in Cuba in the sense--~do /ou‘&now 1f he

was sponsoring any particular exile leaders who could p0551bly

in the foreseeable future go back to Cuba and take over once

-Castro was -eliminated?

Mr. Espinosa. I donit_knéw that. I don't think so.

Mr. Blackmer. So, is it your opinion thater. Wchancy
was doing what llttle he could and hoping that others would do
a little and add to tne possible fall of the Castro’*eg1ne°

Mr. Esplnosa.‘ Exactly §

Mr. Blackmer. In July of 1963 outside of New Orleans,
Louisianna, a large catch of dynamite and homm-made bombs were

found in the home‘of Bill: McLaney. Could you tell us what you

“know about that catch of arms that was dlscovered°‘  i'“

Mr. Espinosa. It was taken there by me and ltxwas to be
used in other raids. |

#r. Blackmer. A stmilar raid?

Mr. Espinosa. As e’ e that was in Cuba.

‘Mr. Blackmer. I understand that sdme of tﬁe.peoplé that
participated with you in the June 15 attemptgéiéog@afﬁi@ipated
with you in the July attempt. .3 B o
Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. First of ali, it is m§ uﬁq§rs;anq£né:?h5t'

you planned on using a B-25 or B-26 Bombed sn

. ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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C:>,ﬁiﬂ' 1 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
| 2 Mr. Blackmer. Was it the B-25 or B-267
3 Mr. Espinosa. I cannot remember, one or.thé §£Hé;:E;
4 | Mr. Blackmer.. Who was it that was to éet theupiéng?{f
5 Mr. Espinosa. The plane‘was to be delivered'f0565 5;ér
'6 there. |
7 Mr. Blackmer.v Aﬁ Pontchartrain?
8 Mr. E§pinosa. rYes, and we were to‘go;over-there'qn the

9 plane and take off.

10 Mr. Blackmer. Specifically, who Qés/géing-tquéﬁéﬁthe
© 11 .actual flight? | A 3
12 Mr. Espinosa.,.It'was.going‘to be a piiot;>whégéfﬁéme‘l
C:) -j. "_13 can't remember right now. | sl ? L
. 14 7 Mr. Blackmer. Was it*ﬁntonicfﬁésquez?' ™
15 Mr. Espinosa. I am not sure; it could 5e.’
16 Mr. Blackmer. Who else was to go on thé'p;éﬁgé;ﬁi
17 Mr. Espinosa. Theré were only three peoplé:téfgat§hathe

18 plane. It was going‘to be Antonio, 1if it was--i.am not Sure,
19 and Miguel and myself or either Migual or Carlos Hernandez,
20 Mr. Blackmer. Was Sam Benton, once again, going to zet

"21+you the plane?

22 Mr. Espihosa. No.
. 93 " Mr. Blackmer. Who was going to get yoﬁzpﬁefpléne?;fW”'
C;> S 24 Mr. Espinosa. I have no idea. We weréﬁﬁriéd;‘ph§ QhQ1e

‘25 ‘thing was deparftmentalized.

coEd St LR maer ] - © .~ ALDERSON:REPORTING COMPANY, INC; ,
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Mr., Blackmer. Whose responsibility was it'tqfxeur;"
knowledge--was it to get the plane? it

Mr. Espinosa. Financial responsibility,'youfﬁeahé'e

Mr. Blackmer. Financial responsibility. ftifw

Mr. Espinosa; Itawas Mike McLaney.

Mr. Blackmer. And to the best of your knowledge, Mike
wasvgoing to make sure tha;”the plane was‘at a specified =

location?

Mr. Espinosa. That is right.
Mr. Blackmer. Andvas to the pilot, did you take the

pllot wlth you or was the pilot supposed to be there w1th the
plane? |
Mr. Espinosa. No, I went there first €e~that¥piaceﬁland
then the guy who was going to go with the plaﬁe, Carlosiﬁe
Hernandez, came from Miami, and the pilot was supposed 'méet'
us. there once the plane was there or we knew‘the plane~was;
coming and he was going to fly from Miami to New Orleans.
ka P.\o L
Mr. Blackmer. <& dldn't come Carlos Hernandez° -
Mr. i e No. .
‘Mr. Espinosa e Luochl'
Mr. Blackmer. Do you know an 1nd1v1dual named buchll
from Colesville, Illinois?
Mr. Espinosa. Yes,
Mr. Blackmer. ‘How did you come to know b&ehi17‘

Mr. Espinosa. Someone gave me his phone number -and I ca

can't recall who did 1t by now, and I called hlm and I

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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inquired if I could go and see him and get sOme~éf§ios;vésféﬁa”;
get some special detonators made for the bcmbS”Qe?wéré 89?52 :
to drop in the raid. R T

Mr. Blackmer. This individual that told you about him,

-what did the individual tell you about Luchli?

Mr. Espinosa. It was just the John Birch Sdciety whoAhad
helped some of the Cubaﬁs and different officials before;

Mr. Blackmer. ~ You ﬁeiephoned this individualraéd met
him, I assume, where? |

Mr. Espinosa. At his place, at his house.

Mr. Blackmer, -Tﬁat‘was where?

Mr. Espinosa.r‘In Colesville, Illinois. _

Mr. Blackmer. Did you then go with him;tozﬁiékdgﬁ’ 
explosives? | | TR

Mr. Espinosa. First, we‘picked up the.;%pldéiVéé;hgtﬂQe 
left them at the place where he had them and then wo went on
for three or four days maklng the detonators whlch were made
from the heads of 61 millimeter mortar shells or 60 mllllmeter
mortar shells. ‘

Mr. Blackmer. I assume Mr. Luchli supplled all of the :

- Yhes bmwubﬂ
1nd1v1dua1 parts and you and Luchli together made a&gm°--r_
Mr. Espinosa. We put them together and he had a very
nice working room.
Mr. Blackmer. This was in Colesville;?IIiihd{Sé

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY tNC
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Mr. Blacxmer. And then did you subsequentlyfﬁé%o»ohe;
bombs and munitions with you ﬁo New Orleans? R R

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. When you went to New Orleans;gwoéfofoid.
you stay? |

Mr. Espinosa. I‘spéyea,at McLaney's house.

Mr. Blackmef. Thé séooIoottage at Lake Pontchaftrain?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes bUt‘let»me say SOmething fikst I

VStayed the first nlght in a motel and the next day I drove

because I wasn't sure I couldv-lnd a place at nlght and then

the next day I drove. over tnere

Mf. Blackmer. Did you at any time contact Blll Mchney°.'

Mr. Espinosa. I can't recall if I did or not I probably

did. vz_QCOJ-Q—— %

Mr. Blackmer. Do you heve apy—idea—how someone elsn.may

have given you a key or was: the door left open° In other

words, what 1 am tryihg to.establish is: Did Bill knowfabout

the whole operation?:

Mr. Espinosa. I can't say for certain.

Mr. Blackmer. And you do not recall whetheh“oh{nobfhe-;;

physically came to the cottage where you Wéfé?yfgﬁf'h
| - Mr. Espinosa. No. NS

Mr. Blackmer. Did you know anyone els§1iﬁjﬁéQ;Offéén;
the time that you might have been in contaotfwith?fi;;foi |

Mr. Espinosa. No.

_ ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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2 Guy EBannister?

Mr. Blackmer.

3 Mr. Espinosa.

4 Mr. Blackmer.
5 in New Orleans.
Mr.

v’3 -*'_  6 Espinosa.

7 Mr. Blagkmer.

‘é Mr} Espinosa.
“ 10
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Did you know an individual by the' name of -

Not that I know of.

A former FBI agent and active éttﬁ5§°pf®ev

‘Dﬁiold:fffﬁkién7

No.
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U.S. Bouse of Representatives
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Mr. Blacxmer. Are you familiar with anAindi&idﬁal by the
name of Carlos Marcell@g? <L

Mr. Espinosa. MNo.

N1eK

Mr. Blackmer. Guwe=Sam Poplc&i\

Mr. Espinosa. No. SR
Gorl15cO ;T e
Mr. Blackmer. Peter Gsurasco? ~

Mr. Espinbsé. No .

Mr. Blackmer. After you arrived at’ Lake Pontcnartraln, a.;
day or so later, I assume Carlos Hernandez came and met you |
and I assume you went over the plan of the operatlon.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. v |

Mr. Blackher. ~Could you tell us at what- p01nt you
decided agalnst -going on the operation? .‘“;[fy

Mr. Espinosa. Well somehow the father of Fféd éill who
was going to arm the plane, dled and subsequently we had to_
restructure and the guy had to go to Miawmi and §nort1yvaft§r
the burial or something we found out he had Seen piékéd»ﬁp by
the FBI, so we had-tbvcall‘th§~operation off. |

Mr. Blackmer. And at any time did you see the pfédéé?

Mr. Espinosa. No. |

Mr. Blackmer. After the operation wasféégéelléé;,wheféf<
did jou go?‘ R o

Mr. Espinosa. I came to New York.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you contact McLaney?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I did.

ALDERSON PEPORTING COMPANY INC
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- stopped by the FEIF C&Ld 'you contact Mlke McLaney°.h

Investigationfy had in essence infiltrated the operatlon°

29

Mr. Blackmer. And did you explain to him that:%he

'dperation had been cancelled?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, for the time being.
Mr. Blackmer. What was his reaction?
Mr. Espinosa. I explained it to him and I thougﬁt;he was

Al

reasonable. o ' ";5

e

Mr. Blackmer. f&ah=awy»tlgfter the June 15 raid was -

o VO

Mr . ESpinosa.‘ 0f course.

 Mr. Blackmer; vmhat was his reaction to- that°‘:

Mr. Espinosa. He was:- always a good gambler and.he tooxﬁ,
chlngs very phllosophlcally. ( e |

Mr. Blackmer. 'Was he upset that the Federal Burnau of

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Was he aware that someoqeiihfthg;opeﬁation
had leaked the information to the FBI?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, we told him.

Mr. Blackmer. _What‘was his reaction to thét?

Mr. Espinosa. We told him we wanted to.kgfijthé‘gqy*but

he said, "No, you shouldn't do that."

Mr. Blackmer. - After your trip'tq New dekmapdﬁyQp?f5
contact with Mike MclLaney, did you ever again-brqpoééma}g.
similar operation?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

ALDERSOI\ REPORTING L,OMPANY lNC
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Mr. Blackmer. Why was that?
Mr. Espinosg. well, vou get tired of failure. §~:@
Mr. Blackmer. Well, it ggu%nly twlce af'%kw %WW%
Mr. Espinosa.‘ It is only twice but up to five or 51x
years do‘ng the same thing. . A ,?;fa1 i N

Mr. Blackmer. In 1962, there was a raid on a notel 1n

”’[D{ R’C¢

Havana, a shelling of a hotel in Havana by ﬂembers &L $£2
Mr. Esplnosa It was 1966.
Mr. Blackmer. No, 1962, by members Of7the DRE whlch Was

an anti-Castro ex1le orbanlzatlon at

the time.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. | .

Mr. Blackmér. Were you familiar with_thé@iféidtaﬁg;éég.
Y OMmK 0.0 WY L e DO e ? s

Mr. Espinosa. No.

‘Mr. Blackmer. Did you know that Carlos Hénﬁahdé@fﬁés'dn-

.that raid?

Mr. Espinosa. I have héard that he was but I waénﬂi

SHIS. ‘ Manve)

Mr. Blackmer. Did you know Emanu8l Salvat?

Mr. Espinosa. I can't recall.

Mr. Blackmer. Also on that raid was aﬂ 1nd1v1dual named

Udélia Mayar? Did you ever hear of that 1nd1v1dual°{lf”:' f:(&&\;

-

Mr. Espinosa. I think so, yes.

Mr. Blackmer. And do you recall what.you.ﬁéve-hegfd_:A

~ ALDERSON, REPORTING COMPANY INC
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C:D_f-} 1 about that individual?
2 Mr. Espinosa. No.
C:) c 3 Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware at any time of any

4 organized crime efforts to sponsor similar- ralds 51m11ar ;oxz‘
5 the one that you were on?

1Y

6 Mr. Espinosa. No.

7 Mr. Blackmer. When you were living in Havanélaﬁd;¥;
'8 frequently in the-Hotél3Nécional, did you ever know:aﬁ
»é individual named Norman Rothman?

10 ; Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
11 ‘Mr. ‘Blackmer. What was the nature of;ydurifgiéthdsﬁip

12 with him?

C:D - 13 Mr. Espinosa. I just saw him a couplqgoffﬁimes;~£hét;is:
14 all. C TR e
: : ‘ ,N'“:7f“
15 Mr. Blackmer. Did you not in fact know-his song 4
17 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
18 Mr. Blackmer. And did you know his sthgéﬂﬁ?ihiﬁanha or

" 19 Miami?

' 26 Mr. Espinosa. I met him in Miami. |

;,21 Mr. Blackmer. Was there a particular Hoﬂéijé?j&éﬁighgﬁ
22 you uSed to meet? R -

. .23 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, there was a bar in‘a no»el 1n W*aﬁl
‘C:> : ;" ;‘24 Beach. He used to have this bar, and I thlnk we called hlm

~25 "Cappy," his nick-name, and we used to go qu1tfa often to 015¢ 

©
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bar.

Mr.

occasion?

Mr.

Mr.

the elder Reothman?

Mr.

Mr.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blacxmer.

And was the elder Rothman theﬁefbn:”,

faybe a couple of times, yes.

But you had no specific~assqciaﬁiQﬁEWith

No.

And at no time did Norman Rothman have

need of your services as far as implementing any clandestine

activities?

'Mr.

Mr.'

Mr.
Mr.

Behder?

Mr.

Mr.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Espinosa. -

~Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

underground activities?

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

No.
So, it was just Mike McLaney; f‘
Yes.

Did you know an individual named Frank .

I don't think so.

In Havana once again, dld you have :ny

 contact w1th the American Embassy with respect to yourfw

‘e

“No.

Did you know any 1nd1v1duals 1n your aroup

who had connections with the American Embassy7

Mr.

Mr.

Rolando Cubela,

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

No.

Did you know whether or noc your frlend

had any contact with the Amerlcan Embassy°

ALDERSON REPORTING CUMPANY lNC
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Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you. have any contact with‘tﬁé?éégﬁfa;
Intelligence Agency in Havana? = |

Mr. Espinosa.  Not many, but from a good'fff;éa5¢f3&iﬁé,'
yes. o )

Mr. Blackmer. th»was that?

Mr. Espinosa. CaFIOS'Tepedino. I don't know f&??sUre he
was an agent. .

Mr. Blackmer. Tepedlno was a friend of - Cubela, %ﬁd ne
had contact with the. CIA? |

Mr. Espinosa. I cannot tell you for sure. 1f he had

contact with the CIA but this is what we all belleved at the

time.

‘Mr. Blackmer. Is there any individual'tﬁééiié@?héyﬁbév§ cf

suspected that he had contact with? | . gt -
| Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. .Have'you heard of an individua1 ﬁamea“

David Phillips? |
Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever see Frank Stuﬁgis-étﬂ?ny_éf‘
. A ’ : . L. ; .

‘the gambling casinos in Havana?

Mr. Espinosa. No.
Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware of any of FEQdkafufgiS’g
activities with Fidel Castro prior to CastroﬁSrtake;oyér?g

Mr. Espinosa. No.
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1 Mr . Blackmer.v Do you know an individual nameﬁﬂceréld

2 Patrick Hemming? | W

3 Mr. Espinosa. I think I met him ane'or'twicéfiﬁjﬂiém§5

4 Mr. Blackmer.  And did y5u have any dealings"wipﬁiﬁagf;t.'
,,5'Hemming? | | a

-8 --Mr. Espinosa. Nothing;at all.

7 Mr. Blackmer. Whatidid_you know about Hemming? =
© 8 Mr. Espinosa. thbingi~ What we thought'we.knéwﬂabéut

9 him is that he was always mixing with the Cubans tbét Qéfe_
10 trying to do something but the word was he'WééfQorkind“be the
-11. FBI or CIA or somébody, and no one ever: took hlm very

- 12 serlously about anything or confided in him’ for anythlng

13 Mr. Blackmer. IWhere~were you on Novembqh¢2;ﬁQ19632;f“}
C:) 14 Mr. Espinosa. That'was the éésassinétisgﬁ;fi“  \
T Mr. Blackmer. Yes. |
16 Mr. Espinosa. In New York.
17 ‘ Mr.,Elackmer. When you learned of thekaSSésSinatithQAhd

- 18 I assume you saw newspaper artlcles and telev151on coveraae of
19 the assassination--did you recognlze Lee Harvey Oswald as
:ugb having seen him before? ) '
o2 er. Espinosa. No. |
-_j22 Mr. Blackmer. Had you heard anythlna after the
‘ 2§ assassination from any of your frlends in tno Cuban elee
C:> ,.i ‘ 24-community that may have 1mpllcated any one.qf,the»qld_Cubgn_

© .25 exiles in the assassination?

5 ALDERSON REPORTING COMPA’\IY INC
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_ 25
g 5 1 Mr. Espinosa. No, never.
| 2 Mr. Blackmer. After the Bay of Pigs, what’ was the
C:} - 3 reaction to him of the Cuban exiles that you: Anew° 'I am ;ufef

4 they were very disappointed and were many of them v1olently
5 angry against Kennedy h;mself or the U.S. Government°> '

6 Mr. Espinosa. Mot.réélly against him, agalnst the CIA
7 mainly or against- the government and not against (ennedy

8 ' Mr. Blackmer. Whap'was their general feeling asWthe

9. cause of the failure of the Bay of Pigs?

‘10_ | Mr. Espinosa. The .CIA.
" . Mr. Blackmer. 7H5w do you mean?
12 Mr. Espinosa. "Well, should I gzo into thlS a llttle°
C:)I £, ~‘.13, Mr. Blackmer. Yes, I think so. ‘.' ‘  | .
. 14  Mr. Espinosa. wWhen the question was rié%ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬂﬁhefpiiqui:if

>15 1in Guatemala, if you are going to go to.the'Béy; g§iid;wiﬁK«é{

1‘16 8;25 or B-26. B-26, let us say, is a tactical bombéE}ﬁ%éﬁe'

17 and now this kind of.plahe, if I remember, it has eight -

18 . 50-caliber machine'guns1in the nose and two,in_ﬁhe.tai;kénd S0

.19 on. | _
'9 Q20 And in order for this plane to fly- from Guatemala to‘Cuba

Ji?1.and be able to have a feeder for 30 minutes operatlon 15 the

©22 area and bomb or machine gun for 30 minutes and come bac ‘to

”23 Guatemala, all of this ammunition and all of the machlnevguns

C;> ‘l«f?124_have to be taken from the plane and put addlulonal gasollne

-25 tanks in.
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1 So, the guestion was arouséd--and now do'you’ééyﬁip 
2 English--it was raised of what happens when we geﬁiﬁhéﬁéi?i
3 without any fighter protectionrand the planes afélééing'ﬁégbék;.“
4 in the air and they are going to be knocked dowh?lf}ﬂ‘kl
5 So, the answer to that was.thaﬁ there were;gdiﬁg?ﬁbfbetn
s’twb-or three bombing~réid$ éhd‘dne in San Antonid Sé&iihg;‘
7 Havana and another one £n athher place and another_onefﬁﬁ
©. g Valdo Beach at the airpért and just destroy it and makefit;a
9 pretentious strike‘and de§EEby Castro's air force:;Onyéh;e'~
?16 ground, |
11 So, everybody Qas very content with’thié e;planéfibn”and
42 the strike took'ovefiand‘Roa, who was a Vuban ambassador to

Aqglthe United Nations, made @ blg fuss at the tlme. £$9;<there

15 pictureé of the pianes, and then it was found tﬁau thls story v
{5 that the'air force hzg-béen’bombed by Cuban_piiots belonglng
‘17'to Fidel Castro's army'who‘had defected, it wasva lle becaus¢
;‘st the models of the Cuban*pléﬁes were a different model, 1ike
U“Elﬂqs'you have a DC-9B or DC=9C or -is that righté:S | "
‘éo So, when Stevenson, who was ambassador to,?ﬁéfﬁﬁitédf
;"Zé1vNations--when he went to Kennedy and the third?ﬁpﬁiﬁgfwgs‘

“ .35 called off, which left Castro with about two. ---

23

C:) ‘  'ij24j Me—Espimresa. oOr three planes were left as a consequencﬁi

w325 of the Stevenson convincing the president at a’ tlme to- call of
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the third raid, so. consequently we lost all of the planes.
Mr. Blackmer. Is that one of the specific reasons why
the invasion failed? :
Mr._Espinosa;. Yes, I would think so.
Mr. Blackmef. Because Castro s air force was able to
annihilate the bombers and also the supply sn1ps° ke

Mr. Espinosa. - As long. as, we had a boat we oould really

- take and maintain a piece of land over there untll the forces

of tne(arganlzatlon of Amerlcan States would come 1n, and as. I
: : L . ‘

understood by friends of mlne who (es there, all of thevshlps,

ithe battle ships were. rlght there and the carrler and the

whole thing.

So, I guess the whole”thinv was that somehbbfpedpie*g,?’_

tthought it was as usual, the usual CIA screwed up thlng, and

they thought it was Stevenson who really preclpltat d h"

whole thing. But nobody--maybe because they were sympathetlc,

but nobody bothered about blaming'Kennedy for it.

Mr. Blackmer, So, it was your feeling at the time that
the. CIA was noted for inef flClent operatlons,aﬂdfig your}

training, did you feel like you were given ;madequate and n&»

sufficient tra1n1ng-and—d&d—ﬁeﬁ~£@e4~;akeu¢%et9”}ﬁfA~ér

Mr. Espinosa. As I said to you the other day, I d1d and
300 guys did, but not the whole force that 1nvaded Cuba. ﬁAndﬁ;

then this might not have been a CIA de01510n and mlsnt nave'

been a decision saying you have to get thnﬂﬂuys ovnr there and

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANYINC, .~ *
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C:>V.57]g © 1 1t 1is now or never.
2 So, what I am saying is, as I said to you uhe other day,
C:D ., 3 it is the fault of'the-CubansL If we had gotten 1n there in

4 the beginning and so on and SO. on.

5. Mr. Blackmer. - Did. many Cubans understand thls to be tnex
VMe . .

’6v51tuat10n thathfhould ‘fall on thelr shouldersnanfd1d ‘he‘ nncp‘ﬁ-

"ﬁt.O YO, !?'Yr"rvv r'l-eﬁ:gm__“

7 ape
- 8 Mr . Esplnosaun They wwee all heroes, even 1if theyknever

glsaw a gun in their‘llves.f They are all heroes and so you have
10 to blame things‘On‘other people and not on yourse7ves and tne :
‘11 main reason why we. falled should fall upon our shoulders to
12 begin with. | 1
i3 hMr. Blackmer. It'is'your uestlmony bhen that you
'14rpart1c1pated in an 1nf11tr=tlon before the Bay-. of Plgs andr.
15 after the Bay of Pigs you were on three or fouromore /
16 infiltrations into Cuba? |
‘ﬁ7 . .. Mr., Espinosa. Yes.
.&18 © Mr. Blackmer; “And as I recall, what we_arewﬁry%ng”to‘do

‘JS today is get on the record all of the things we.hqd:diseussed

" .7 20 dn oursinterview with you®amd—soTyou belieme§qpﬁ;hatf?o;menf¥._

21 interviewmyourStated=m | ( ‘

o Mr. Espinosa. Let me tell you somethlng” There‘was e

-.25 file somewhere with the days and the people that went 1nto |
(:D ‘._.\24Ath13 infiltration and you didn't do that because”l have seen

"25 it many, many years ago.

o
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Mr. Blackmer. VWhere exactly did you see ‘1s )E‘J.le’>
Mr. Espinosa. I saw it and I was CIoma wlth somebody wno
was a civil servant and he;snowed it to me as a favor_but¢l“

know there is. a file.

Mr. Blackmer. And thiggfile you saw, where was*iéyyén
“Miami? | |
Mr. Espinosa. No, Iddidn't.see it in Miami.
Mr. Blackmer. ;WOUId“youriike to tell us where'yonleaw
it? |
| Mr. Espinosa. No.
Mr. Blackmer. ’And to your xnowledge 1t detaile eaen one
of the operations that you personally were 1nvolved 1n°

Mr. Espinosa. .Yes, and the persons 1nvolved and fnlends
of mine and people, 1nvolved 1n the other operatlons w1th me
from the CIA~and the~whole~th1ng. T

Mr. Blackmer. Is it your feeling that, ae-yourekbnéésed

the other day, that these subsequent operatlons were merely

.done by the CIA JUSt to keep control or taps on some of the

CHTEEST Clujbt&%a

Mr. Espinosa. Either that or.to get usfxiiled3 onetpning :
or the other. RN AT S

Mr. Blackmer. And you felt that the»opégétiadgfggem;:
selves were meaningless? “-}n} g

Mr. Espinosa. WNot only that; you two,ﬁe{e;oeenfin the

army, 1is that right? And you know, you can understandﬂﬁhat._

ALDERSONREPORHNGCOMPANY{NC A N I L
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1 Anyway,

2 ammunition, you know exactly,

| ,u O.

if you have a box of 20 caliber macﬁinn gun

you know when- you opan the.g-“

'3 ‘ammunition box you are going to find the regulred ammun1t1on'

4 and when you start ‘going on the operatlon and you open up a 30

5 caliber munitions box and you start finding 45 callberff:

6 ammunition,

7 that.

you start wondering because

these things come. like

After a few years they take them away1bQCause it is like

9 a prescription in a pharmacy and they deliVeﬁ“them to you from

10 an army camp or from an army depot or somethingggandikhét it

41 says
12
j3_find
14
45 infil
16

17

outside,.bélieve me, you will find 1n51de.. _5

If you do not find in51de what 1is out51de, 1f you do ‘not

it, you wonder who changed 1t and why was 1t changed°

Mr. Blackmer. ' How- large were the groups that you f'”

trated with?

Mr. Blackmer. And were you parachuted in or were you

18 broughnt QL:Qé&%ﬂ by sea?

Mr. Espinosa. Smell groups,

three or four.

- L.

Mr. Espinosa. We were always taken in by sea.j”The<name  -

Frank I mentioned before it Frank Bernarolno.'

Mr. Blackmer. This was an individual 9y knew°l*?

Mr. Espinosa.v He was a good friend of Art1me

19

 %20 of that

.Li

2

‘ é3 Mr. Blackmer. And Cubela?
$ $?24 Mr. Espinosa. No.

v o5 Mp——BlaekWer, 1 have forgdtt”n~whene~@hﬂ ”man—wES“*f»
& :
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O ' 1 ~mentiohned ™~
: | | 2 Mr . Espinosaes—Ttn-~one~oftheraids~ %4;,'
C:) : 3 M —Blsackmers—-One~ o the~raids™ you”were fﬁ7-feeeC;%’Af”’ﬁ
4 Mr._Es g;nQ§a“_,xou_asxed_me—whe~was—w*%h~ﬂe-ene—%- 7

5 «nentionedig-few=others ana 1 coutdn=-t remembeux:,.»

6 “Mr. Blackmer. In'Febhuary of 1963&there'was a story
7 circulated that certain.Russian technicieheﬁwere hieihé in ‘the
-8 hills in Cuba and that they wanted to defeot,amﬁ’%s a result
.9 of this a man by the name of Eddie Bayo or: Edwarco Perez w1th
10 10 other men were 1nf11trated into Cubaaaadqg;ey were - never
C11 seen &dgain. Had' you heard during the time thaéiﬁg S{bﬁv ’?éa“ff
S 12 Russianvtechnlclans?v v S
C:)  €_5':ﬂ3 Mr. Espinosa. It'is:the_first time that'iﬂéeefd,effif?@pv
FRY ’51144the time, yes. R e
15' Mr. Blackmer. Tnat the Russians were in’ Cuba, but haﬁj
16 you heard any of them were_hldlng and ready to defect?
17 ',Mr. Espinosa. lo. | |
'fjs Mr. Blackmer. What had you heard about the Ruselan" -

l”‘19 technicians at the tlme°‘

20 Mr. Espinosa. Well, what I heard at t’hel.timé: was that® o

21 lohg before that time, long before 1963, there was Alphonzq&iwf?;i
- 22 Carol and there was Siva--the last name and T cannot remember;-
{f23 the first name, and they were in a CIA m15510n¢1n_Cpba;and |
\524 they reported to the CIA or at least they seiéefheybwere.

25 technicians or they were putting things togeﬁﬁer and they

Q.,
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1 didn't know exactly what it was, so they were not briefed for

2 tonat particular mission and so I have heard.

3 Yr. Blackmer. Was this before 7962?

4 Mr. Espinosa. _Before 1962, yes. |

5 Mr. Blackmer. Was it before the Bay of Pigs?

6 Mr. Espinosa. Before the Bay of Pigs.

7 Mf. Blackmer. .But you had not heard of thatéﬁ%ﬁﬁ, 5

8 Mr. Espinosa. ' The first time I heard. about this story

9 about the Russians in the hills is now. :,‘-; -@ﬁ#0 v4}§c¢y4’
10 Mr. Blackmer. And you were aware of*Geﬁérglﬂéf%VCd§€§?ET”M

11 the general who trained Castro?

b

12 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I have heard about the old ﬁan yési
: . 13 Mr. Blackmer. Did you personally Know hlm? .,
C:D_ 14 Mr. Espinosa. ho. o
.18 Mr.‘Blackmer. Did you ever see him?
16 Mr. Espinosa. No.
457 Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware of any children'héiméy‘have
18 had?
19 Mr. Espinosa. No. | 1,Lf{}'ﬁ‘7V~‘*
2 Mr. Blackmer. And you do not know-Eddié~5é§§io 
‘fééj Perez? e i
. 22 Mr. Espinosa. No.: f
T”fi23 ) Mr. Blackmer. AIT Trekk, I think John Hornbecx would’:**““
C:D - Rf  24 like to ask a few questlons especially about Cubela and QAJ;“*WV
S wds i e

R - relationship there sad—sO T oeAmLurn b quﬁbblonl“g‘vﬁeﬁ’%g

ALDERSON RFPORTING COMPANY INC
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2 Mr. Hornbeck. Can you state the first tlme that §;u’met
3 Rolando Cubela and what ycur relationship was w1th hlm 1n
4 Cuba? | l
"5 Mr. Espinosa. I must have met Rolando when: I was ébout
6 12 or 13 years old because he used to go, or we used to have a’
7rvery good protestant schooi in the city in which I waszbon;.
8 And a lot of people-fﬁom all over Cuba used to’go‘there to get
9 an education. | |
10 He was going to this school and I-métfhiﬁ*apiﬁhat &ngi
‘i? and I was 12 or 13 and he must have been 15 of T6“iéé?§led;at
12 that time. e
C:) . -1   i3 Mr. Hornbeck. Were you friendly w1th any of hlS
"~3i14 relatlves and was he friendly with any of your relat1ves9‘
:15 Mr. Espinosa. I was friendly with his father aﬁd‘w1th
T&ja'hié mother and mainly with his brother, and his father,-l saw
j q7 him and he was always lost somewherz and I waS-veryvfriéndly
:'jé»w1th his mother and with his sister, Cari.
-}9‘ ' Mr. Hornbeck. After this first schooling wlth Rolando,-

©. 20 did you continue to stay in contact with him?

' 21  " Mr. Espinosa. Yes, mainly because he was a very nood
' Sose SO R TN
; zz_frlend of Mesea Antonio Echeverria. »i",;~A}w;f¢ﬁm¢¢¢ “

C:) _ \_ ’23" Mr . Hornbeck. And I take it Echeverria was=é:épo§,f%iénéA';_

.24 of yours?

C o5 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, we used to live aont'éd minutes from

Q
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each other.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did the three of you attenA éH§§§¢h§§i$1of
higher education? | R

Mr . Espihosa.‘FWe alliﬁénﬁ.to‘the Universiﬁy'oﬁfﬁavagé;,

Mr. Hornbeck. Were ali three of you there at B
approximately the same tiﬁé?',

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, they were there before I was tﬁéfe
and by the time I got there they wefe big shots already.

Mr. Hornbeck. ‘What was Cubela's courée‘of StUdy at. the

‘University and what political activities‘atiﬁhegUnngisi@y was

‘he engaged in?

Mr. Espinosa. It is funny, Rolando stafted@ﬁbibe'azf '

-.doctor -and he was studying'to be a doctor.

Mr. Hornbeck. You are épéaking of a.mea;béf?aéﬁtékgjvf~'

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, and I do not know whe;héﬁ he. '
graduated or not and his political activities wefé veny;ivefy
limited in the sense that he would sort of fOllOw'thé’ '
activities of Antonio mainly.

Mr. Hornbeck. And was this their pattern ap;t5§- 
University when you arrived, that Echeverria Waéga@éeéi.léaéer:

and Cubela was associated with him?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
Mr. Hornbeck. What year did you first entérfﬁhe;
Univeréity?

Mr. Espinosa. ~ 1954.

... ALDERSON.REPORTING COMPANY, INC, - . - ..
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45
1 Mr. Hornbeck. And was the University a strongly
2 polit‘ical kind of institution? J
3 Mr. Espinosa. Yes‘,,v-e‘r’y’ much.
4 Mr. Hornbeck.  And ‘yo{gj_"‘_‘gfyajdgated from the UnlverSIty”
5 Mr. Espinosa. No, -I‘gwax's there one year and it was _tah'-a:t‘

6 we had a lot of fights with the police and shoot-outs, 'é?rird_‘the'
7 like.

8 Mr. Hornbeck. What was the main contention between the

10
1

12

Q - 13
o

.15
16

17
18
g
o

o
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students and the police regime at that time?

Mr. Espinosa. chtatorsh*p, democracy and the tfouﬁle Qe
were having with a dictator youvdon’t like and the Cubans have
Castro now. | | |

Mr. Hornbeck. who‘was;the,dictator at that timéT ?“ 

Mr. Espinosa. Bétista;

Mr. Hornbeck. And whq were the students supportfmg if
there wés anyone candidate?

Mr. Espindsa.- whét‘iéNthat?

Mr. Hornbeck. Who did the students sup@ort'oriwas'ft, 
just” agalnst Batlsta’> »‘ | | ‘ |

Mr. Espinosa. Malnly the last pre51dent Prlo.lzfﬂefé-
was a lot of good nature and 1dealoglcal pOllthklng 1n the'
Unlver51ty, and there was a lot of polltlcklnﬂ‘donexby»other
guys who had been in the University for a lono tlme and the
kind of students who never. graduated, profe551onal students
and I think Prio was to butter them up and keep them flaming,
and there were dlfzerent sections. |

But in general, everybody liked Prio and‘there ‘was a o
démocrétic‘government and here came Castro and hg.screwed‘iff_f;
. o

. Mr. Hornbeck. When you left the UniversitQQiﬂ§E¢qub§;§E;
and Echeverria still at the Unifersity? | o T
Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did there come a time when you joired them

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC ‘
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in any anti-Castro activity or anti-BatiSﬁa@écﬁi&&fiee°,ﬂ &
Mr. Espinosa. I will explain to you. GI was 1n the 8
University for one year and I didn't study, and cll we le the
whole time was just trying £e get something gqlngeagalpspllf“

Batista. There were so many clashes with the polideigq&'

‘people shot and this and that.

And my father took me out and sent me to LSU.'?I'ébeyed
there one year and‘thee;I beeame of age, 18, ‘and my-grahd_
father died, and so-I‘deeided“to quit ahd:ee‘en anAtaPe over \//
the ranch that my grandfather had left me: at the tlme e =

So, I went over thefe and minding my own: bu51ﬁess eﬁd .

working and not messing in politics and I used to spend three

or four weeks over there or 40 days and‘then*vothWHaManalfor

- _(1-*

-a. weekend or three~or‘fouf days. - And then one t;me I went to

Havana and Rolando called me and ne had Just--or Antonlo Had
just been to Nex1co to see Castro and they had a. neetlng in
Mexico.
So, he said, "We are going to have a meetlnc w1th about
Sose Aptowrd .
10 or 12 guys in the Unlver51ty and Pesanna told me ‘to. call

you."

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us épprgximateiy‘whatjyear

e

Mr. Espinosa. ﬂéﬁ%ﬁk This was the day before Colonel
Blanco was shot, the day before he was shot,eelf

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you identify what position” he held?

- ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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remember his first name. There was Roderig

Mr. Espinosa. #“ho 1s that?

Mr. Hornbeck.  Blanco.

Mr. Espinosa. He was head of military inﬁelf;ééﬂcé.?w 

Mr. Hornbeck. Under the Batista regime? Ee

Mr. Espinosa; Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck.  And that day, what ---

Mr. Espinosa, That day Rolando called me .and he Sa;g%q#
"We are going to meet at the square in'the‘UniVersity gt“1:10

HYose Quiomo
o'clock, and Heossana told me "to call you." And so I got over

thefe and we were about 10 or 12 guys, and Castro was 501nc to -

come and he sent me regards from the guy who was., Kllled and;we

‘had to start really cracking and gettlngvthlngs~donewoygrf

‘there, like shooting the big guys or chiefaof_pblicégénagso;on

and military intelligence and all of that.

So, we made three groups of four people. each and I ‘can

remember who was there in case you want the names but I don't

‘thlnx it is of interest to you because most of them are dead,

and maybe except for Rolando.
Mr. Hornbeck. If you can remémber the groups&ané“ﬁhet.‘
targets those particular groups had. N
Mr. Espinosa. The people who were therg,@efé EQiahd55‘ 
Antonio, Machin‘and Machédo. | e
Mr. Hornbeck. Was that his first name?

~Mr. Espinosa. No, it was his last name and I can't
ﬁb*ﬁ,\

RD;%{,&
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Mr. Hornbeck. What was the first name? |

Mr. Espinosa. Nutosa. There was Joe. eSubroox.abd tﬁefe
was-~-I cannot remember his name now and he is dead anyway,‘énd
all of the people tlat were there. e

Mr. Hornbeck. So, did the grouésvdivide intd.tﬁeéé:fdur
areas with specific targets in mind? |

Mr. Espinosa Yes, one group was going to take- care of.
?Eiilggg,who was chief of police and we were the’ youngeot énes
and we got the easiest one, who was Blanco Irco, and then the
others were together going to take care of Taberinalla} _

Mr. Hornbeck. What position did he hold?‘i; .

Mr. Espinosa. The arumy chief.

Mr. Hornbeck. Were any of these groups sUdEésgfh#jiﬁf
carrying out their targets? >

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. Of the groups, which ones were 3ué§essful?

.Mr. Espincsa. Qur group; we were the one'who‘éotllucky

first.

Mr. Hornbeck. What:was-to be your particuiar foie in the
;assa531natlon of Blanco Irco? B : |

Mr. Espinosa. Just to stay in the car aﬁd worked w1th a

gun over there to see if someone was comlng.f

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you describe just briefly:Qhatf'7

4 occurred the day hne was killed?

Mr. Espinosa. Rolando called me and I~wa$;ﬁbtfat-ﬁomé}

ALDERSON REPORT!NG COMPANY INC
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I was 2t my girlfriend's, and it was a Saturday, andfhéﬁ;éiled
me over there and he wanted to pick me up and we took my car
and we picked up two cuys .and 'a hand grenade. |

Mr. Hornbeck. leles or pistols?

M. Espinosa; Two 'pistols, one 45 and one a Sﬁéﬁ{éﬁg
,§tart, and then we went to pick up Carbo, Pedro-Carﬁéigtﬁgt.is
the last name and we gave each other a rendezvous-atiTQidO

o'clock. I left Rolanco at his home and I went home and I

took a nap and I took a shower and I went there at 10:00-

o'cloek and they were not there.

So, I went to three or four different: places where we

‘were ‘supposed to be "because the guy was supposed to be there,

and I thqught maybe I was late or they were early I thought‘
it was my fault and I couldn't find him and about;halﬁ past 12
or 10:00 o'clock, I séid, "Well, nothing happenéay"‘énd I
don't know what happened and I went to sleep;' The next'
morning I just heard on the radio that tgey zot the guy.

Mr. Hornbeck. After that particular event, .what’ klnd of
actlv1f1es against the Batista reginme did you eﬁgage 1n wlth
Rolando and Echeverria? |

‘Mr. Espinosa. Let me try to synchroniZéﬁbeQéUSe thgn,i‘
nad to leave»the.country. o - o v |

Mr. Hornbeck. He was immediately suspéctéq?*tHff"

Mr. Espinosa. He was not immediately’suéﬁééﬁgdfi‘Apithe

time we were so young and I don't think they-woéldﬁéhspedfjus

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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51
1'and”they were thinking of oldkgangstérs, and some of;ﬁi$‘ 
2 professional students that were there. Actually, I‘tﬁinkmﬁhaﬁ.
3 they got Cubela but édyway;at;fhat time he was out.ofjﬁhg

4 country.

5 Mr. Hornbeck; Do yoﬁvkhow where he went?
6 Mr. Espinosa. He went to Miami. I think for a idhéf£ime,
71 .didn't see him and.the othér people were"trying-to.cérhy'on
8 With their targets, and I wasn't in conﬁacﬁ with Antonio for
cf;\ | .. 9 about a year. Then, hé célled me onerday‘and~w0-had a meeting
1Q.and we were talking about maklng an assault on the Pr451-
"li,dentlal Palace and that is the last time’ that I saw hlm.'
121 ,»Mr. Hornbeck‘ Approx1mate1y what was tne plan date of
? théiassau1t-on the palace? e
Mr. Espinosa. I-Ehink.he*got a letter--i‘amgsufé%;ffdm~
iffCé§prQ that he showed to all of us th were there étfphég'
meefing that day, and the letter was saying, "Well,_after 120
':éays>or 90 days or 200 days that I have been in thejsférra
”g ;Ma$tros,.in'£he hills, yéu haven't done anything yet.
| It was a kind of a. 1etter that was really trylnc toﬁmake

"_hlm feel like a shit, and I know this was a much moref';'

 £*comol1cateo thlng and. it was only going to be the studentsrwho‘

“:féziwebe'goxng to do it. | A
"23;F . Thén, in came pecple from other orcanléaﬁlons énd

‘brnlétiVes in the other organizations, the far rloht aﬁd‘u

ex= polltlclans like Sandro and people llxe that and I saw n1m

i :,AV;fuﬁj_;Ia AR . ’,, 5 ALDERSONREPORﬂNGCOMPANYINC :
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that day and he said,

.”I will be in touch with you,”‘andAh:

never got in touch with me.

Mr. Hornbeck.
to Miami?

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Horabeck.
was?

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Hornbeck.

Mr. Espinosa.

months after that ti

Mr. Hornbeck,
first part of 1959,

Mr. Espinosa.
the time 1in Havaha,
a very good relation
of the senaté in Cub
friend of mine.
Mr. Hornbeck.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck.

Mr. Espinosa.

Pid there come a time when Cubela;returﬂéd

Yes.

+ I

Can you tell us approximately’when thau

It must have been the end of 1957.
And~from the period?

It was the middle of '57,Vthﬁeei§f four

me of the‘Pnésidential Paiace;‘ f ‘

From the period of mid '57 through $He;
what was your a55001atlon wlth Cubela°

You see, everybody was so bqnned up all of
everybody had to go to thé,hillsﬁang I had
ship with the son of the actﬁal président

a at the time, and he was a very good

Who was that?
et
Alfred Gonzalses.
Would you tell us about the old man flrst°

The old man was Anselmo Alllegro and he

was president of the Senate at the time, and he was ono,of thez

big shots. I met hi

and we were close fr

s step-son when I was 1n-LQu1s;anna,Staue

iends.
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So, I was'somgbody who could be in Havana all of ﬁhé'£ime
and more or less ﬁrotected and I could have the'libehtyjyéxgo
places and meet people and pass messages and‘go back £53t5§:.
hills and so on without muéh riSk‘of anything happéaihg?ggiﬁe}

Mr. Hornbeék; So, where was Rolando_Cubela‘dﬁfiﬁé}tﬁis;i 
period then up until the time wﬁen Batista left the fi;ét‘off
January?

Mr. Espinosa. He was in the hills all of the time.

Mr. Hornbeck. What was his group and what relation did

they have with tne Castro group?

Mr. Espinosa. They had no relation at all .+

'ALDERSONREEOﬁﬂNGCOvPANYJNci 5
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Mr. Hornteck. Tney were fighting independentlY?,__ 
Mrﬁéipinosa. Inde ncently, and trying to get ﬁo”ﬁa?aha

before Castro did, and so you have an idea what the realities

were at ‘the time, when Castro sent Che Guevara from Oriente

Province to thebPrOVane»of Santa Clara. - And I thihkiﬁhéé?he
had 150 or 160 uen.

In Santa Clara there were plenty of people fighting,
because this was not such an isolated place &as Uriente was,
and 1t was not only thevsiudent‘group; there waé also the
people of the Wil}iém’mdrgan group which were.the'thifd fkont,

and they alone with 2,500 people. But Castrd_wa&ted‘tofhave a

‘chair over there somehdw to control the situatibnv‘and one .of

the things, or the orders was to dispose of Rolando ienoya.

Mr. Hornbeck. You are 'saying one of theam* lons of Che

Guevara was to eliminate or kill both Menoya and'CUbelajso

that Castro would be the only leader?
Mr. £spinosa. Yes.
Mr. Hornbeck. How do you have that information?

Mr. Espinosa. From Cubela and from other people who were

there at the time, because the thing is that somehow: thev.

found out by some of the students from therhiYérs;tyiof;gf

Ortente who were with Castro. Lo s
Mr. Hornbeck. Was there any confrontation withveither
Che Guevara or Castro?

Mr. Espinosa. Che arrived there and took*himféndmput'him

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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under custody. So there was.énother thing back ahﬁffd?th frOmf
Uriente to Seanta Clara until the Zuy was relieved b;f‘;ég§7
three or four days under custody.

#Mir. Hornbeck. Approximatelvahat'time period;ﬁé§ ﬁ5iS;
can. you pinpoint thatJfbrPus?

Mr. Espinosa. This would have been October, September or

"October of 1958. :

Mr. Hornbeck. DBatista léaves Havana.aﬂproximately the
first of January of 19597 |

Mr; Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. What arrangements, if any, werez%é&§ ;
between the various groups'then?

Mr. Espinosa. . Hothing.

Mr. Hornbeck. How did it come about thatwfiééi;Céépfo
then came Lo power and Cubela and Menoya and some of the bther
leaders did not come to power?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know. I always wondered ébout
that myself. And as/I‘said to you, I used to be in the
hospital room with Rolanao at the time when he’ wWas: wouncéd
when he was going through the operation wlth the arm,‘ana I*7
was there when Castro came to see him, and when Che ~came’ to 
see him and Raul Castro came to see him, and when thp otﬂer7
leaders from the student groups came to seefbim,; Tbeyxb?a7,
discussions about this and, first of all, they;Qeré:aIlﬁé%'the

people, wiser people, better trained by therCQmmunisps of:

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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course, and they knew exactly what we were doing andfgé:didﬁigE
Know- exactly what we were doing. Wwe were fighting aiwé; énd }
once the war was cver, we didn't know what»tovdolégdigefdééﬁyﬁ'
have any ambition of power.

i

And when I say "we," I don't count and I am talking about

‘the people who were there; mostly I am talking auout:ﬁoléhdo,

‘and there was no ambition of power or aay of that.  There was

just to get the guy out and that is it. OQur zim was to Stbp,

when these péople’s aiﬁs wer§ very well planned for»far éheéd.
Mr. Honnb?ck. Did there come a_time‘wheh.YQU_ahdiChbéla\

split as to your viewé of Castro? ' ‘ -¥.“ ﬁ1i 
-Mr..Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us'approximatelyaﬁhéhféﬁét'

happened, and can you describe how you came apart? -

Mr. Espinosa. Wwell, as I said at the begihniﬁgi;wﬁéh‘he
came into Havana, immediately they called me and thgngéid,
"Rolando is going to be here.in about one hour and-tth'want
you to be at the University.'

He came in 15 or 20 minutes late, and ne sald to me - g

think we are going to have a lot of problems'w1tn Castro and‘

‘the 26th of July as a symbolic thing, becauéeAsQ,many‘of'our;

friends got killed on the attack of the: Pre510ent1al Palace,

and Antonio was killed that day, and not here out another
part of Havana, and we went and took the Presidgﬁtial»PaLace

as a gesture and a symbolic thing.
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The first two or three ﬁonths we were together aiiﬁbf.thé
time. Then I startedhdisagfeeing with him on thingé;-éﬁﬁil_j
guess I was a wise ass‘at Ehéjtime, especially*ébduE tHé '
things that we Were let;ingiCastro get away with,»espéqiéilyi

where he had to take absolute power over everything and we

were getting bull shit in .return. And the fact was I never

liked the guy; and as a matter of fact, I hated him, énd I
never kxnew his politicslbecaﬁse-l don't Xnow.

Some people findjout their wives or giris are fooling
around with somebody else for two or three yeérsz andfjdét 
from the begihning I thought this was going thé §}§héiQayj: So1
I started héving arguments with Rolando and agking;féf |
explanations from him, because this Was notkﬁﬁéifygifgqgﬁtfﬁdf
and not what our friends died for, and 'So you-afeASééﬁging én
accomplice of Castro and I cannot understand this."

de said, "Why do you say that, and why are you putting up

‘with this?"

I said, "And they are taxing land away from people and
they are shooting soldiers who never shot_in?thenwhqle”Wér and .
just shooting thnem and there was no trial,‘andQIﬁhéve“seeh;phe'

trials and they were mcckeries, and whether théy;Webe ghtLﬂy

‘or not guilty, they got shot and that is it.”

v

So he wouldn't give me the right answers, and he would.
say, "Well, there is a revolutiocn.” And I said, "I don't

understand that, Rolando, and I don't understand'itﬁ«andfl

~ ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, . -~ - *
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1 don't understand the things that are happening, and:ybu éfe

2 peing an accomplice tecause you are in a position to_éo

3 something and you are not doiﬁg anything, and you,arékpley;ng
4 his ball gzame."

5 In the beginning we discussed these matters, and then We
6 started getting very close in, and I really didn't understand
7 it.  And to the p5int oné qay we had a discussion in my house
8 and he told my mother,'”whenbyour son goes to jail, then call

9 me,” and I said, "I won't call you."

10 Mr. Hornbeck. Rolando said that to your mother?
" Mr. Espinosa. Yes. |
12 Mr. Hornbeck. Appro#imately when did on léa;efﬁéQAha?v
(:> 8 13 Mr. Espinosa. 1 left Havana in 195G. .
© 14 Mr. Hornbeck. When in 19592
15 ¥Mr. Espinosa. I don't know if it was QOctober or

16 September or liovember; somewhere between Cctober and . December.
17 Mr. Hornbeck. During the period of time that you came to
18 thes United States and went to train iﬁ the Bay of Pigs and
"~ 19 came back to the'United‘States,vdid you haveranyjcontéciﬁwith
20 Cubela? | 4 A
21 Mr. Espinosa. Well, some guys and myéélf;gQéTthéﬁéhﬁfét
2 the time we were allowed to go to South-Amériéaf?ﬂdjI#épdlséme
23 "‘others were going to Panama or Hicaragua, and7sg;we;g§£“£he
24 idea -- and there is oné thing I forgot to tell yéu:j"

25 At the beginning when things begen, there wasJa]Iotvpf

W 53080  DocId:32248213 Page 71



10
n

12
C:D N 13

15

16

17
18
19
20

21

25 -

HW¥ 53080 DocId:32245213 Pageu 2

14

R

friction witn the 26th of July, and we took all of théiﬁeépons
from an arsenal in scime base cutside of Havana, and i?!m@ét
nhave been 500 M- 1 rifles and z few 50-czliter méchiné éun5 and
copule Qf hundred of Thompson submachine guns, and sofné~
mortars, a 160 tank gun,'and somehow all of the things'Wéré
hidden by me.

Rolando told me to hide it in-a ﬁlace, that we were going
ﬁo need it one dey. So I hid it in my house, and we had a
very big house, so big that when they came_lboking for these
they couldn't find it because it was like anuold castie and
there were like hidden doors, hidden panels and thiﬁgszlike
that. |

They came looking for it and they didn't find.it;iénd'so
about two or three weeks after that I put the whole thing.in a
truck and took 1t to & resort very near to where I”wéé.born,
in Varadero.

"So I took it over there and we decided, a2 few guys who
were going to do something, go to the hills or do something,
and we came out with this idea to go to some other country and
do something so we could get away and cover our act1v1u1@s.

We got caught. e

Mr. Hornbeck. By whom?

Mr. Espinosa. By Castro.

e got caught, and we were taken to milltary

Intelligence, and there were about six or seven of us abd>‘
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60

they got all the weapons. Someone squealed and they
infiltrated scwmebody in the grcup. And I don't know"Qth Qas
going to happen, but it was a little bit scary at the\time,
and sc we were uncommunicated for several days and we,&g%e
guestioned, and we were sticking to our story we going to
Guatemala or someplace else. And‘I can't remember now, énd
Rolando was in Spain and my mother called him and he came over
and ne got us ocut.

Mr. Hornbeck.»vWas’there any particular-reason he was 1in
Spain at that time?

Mr. Espinosa. He was a playboy.

Mr. Hornbeck. It had nothing to do with’Castro?

Mrf Espinosa. lo. ,HeIWent-over there to have a :ood'
time, and so actually the tnreat that he made, ”Call me'anc I
will help you," ahd my mother called him and he ecame over and
he got us out.

1%

Mr. Hornbeck. -After your period in the United btatcs

Contoet

did you have any ceadeet with him? " s Lk

'

Mr. Espinosa. HNo. The only time I had coppaqﬁ;wa§ qben
I told you that I went to Paris and theseVpeopie;éOﬁtédtéd me;

Mr. Hornbeck. I am going to get to that and I want to'
establish whethér or not, during the years that yquﬂﬁérej;n,
the United States and training for the Bay of Piés:én§ Q§r§.in
New York; that you had no direct contact with him aﬁd?didzyou

have any indirect contact through mutual friends?

ALDERSONREPORHNGCOMPANY!NC lazu,55_4 _“‘,
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“Mr. Espinosa. dever.

Mr. tornbeck. Approximately what year did you'go’to'
Spain?

Mr. Espinosa. 1 went to Spain =- you mean now;rihgthé"
last few years? |

i“r. Hornbeck. No.

r. Espinosa. Ilnéver went to Spain. I téld you the
other day.

dr. Hornbeck. Approximately what year did you go to
Paris?

Mr. Espinosa. I went to Paris in 1964 or 1965ﬂlj

Mr. Hornbeck. Would it help you to know == ‘

Mr. Espinosa. I think it was 1964 or '65.
Mr. Hornbeck. Would it refresh your memory that,

according to government records, you came to lNew York and

first contacted Immigration sometime approximately in Jwune or

Lhereabouts in 1965?

A

Ar. Espinosa. Yes. T

Mr. Hornbeck. HNow would your Kew York tripkthenﬁhglp
your memory as to when you_first went to PafiS? . |

Mr. Espinosa. Well, I came back‘ﬁo Hew Yofkrﬁf§& é%ﬁis
and I contacted them immediately, and so this must;hg§é¥§één
five days before or six days before. |

Mr. tornbeck. Can you tell us why you went‘tdWR;fié?i

Mr. Espinosa. MNo. It was just a trip and I went to

AALQERSQNRE?ORNNGCQMFANLlNQ{'\:
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Castro activities?

Mr.

services

Mr.

Mr.

flornteck. You were engaged at that time in no anti-
Espinosa. lothing.
-Hornbeck. You were not working for the CIA»at;that

Espinosa. o,

Hornbeck., Approximately when did you end your

or employment with the CIA?

Espinosa. I would say in the end of 1661,

Hornbeck. When you -arrived in Paris, did you have a

contact who gave you some information about Cubela?

Mr.

that

Consulate in Paris,

Mr.,

‘Hornbeck.

Espinosa.

Espinosa. Yes.
What was the name of that contact?:
Espinosa. Jose 1rasancos.

Hornbeck. How long had you known Jose Trascancos?

Espinosa. All of my-life.
Hornbeck. What was his position in Paris-atyihe time
met him in 19657

Espinosa. He was working at the Cubangccpsulate;'

Hornbeck. How long had he been with ﬁheﬁcﬁﬁé£35 
if you know? .
! don't know, but for a COUDIS‘Ofiyéafs or
the time. ‘

Hornbeck. I assume by the fact that he Qés'wqhking

ALDE‘?SON R‘:PORT'NG COMPANY INC
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abroad in the Cuban Consulate that he enjoyéd sone céﬂf{éénpé
with the Castro governﬁent?

Mr. kEspinosa. I don;; kKnow abcut thzt. I thihkfét'bhe
time the government wasn't established enough to reallj clnmp
down -on the people that they should or should not have in
their consulates, and there were so many things to put
together over there and it-was a very bad situation, and
otherwise, he wouldn't have been there and they hadn'tnélamped
down.

Mr. Hornbeck. - What information did he»reiate to you that
involved Rolando Cubela? kS

Mr. Espinosa. He told me thai he had seen Cubela ln

Paris;Athat there was something going on but he- dldn t want to

tell me, and he wanted somebody else to tell me the whole

thing.

M. Hornbéck. Is there some reason why ne didn;t wéntvto'
relate the story to you?

MT- Espinoga. BEecause he didn't kKnow much about it but
he knew they had tried to get ahold of me but he salc,‘
”Rolando is involved wlth the CIA and there 1s somethlng
happening, and I think you should see Robrenp.fk -

Mr. Hornbeck. Could you identify.Robrenojfdffgéﬁ éé tQ

who he 1s and where he was from and what was yOur?reLatLsthip

with him,.

Mr. Espinosa. His name is George Robreno and he’is.a
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Mr. Hornbeck. ‘When you say "punk," do you mean he had
soite Ccriminal oackground?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know, but he is a delinqué@?; let
us put it that way. I am not a full-time delinquent;és he i;y
rie was involved with the student movement in Havana and he
knew Rolando very well.

Mr. Hornbeck. When you were describing him as a
delinquent, do you mean he would engage in crime or do
anything for mbney, or what is 1it?

Mr. Espinosa. 'He-was a bad boy; and dovyou.knowhm5a£ a

bad boy is? He was -a bad boy. When he used to be ‘2’ id, 1f
there was a blind man crossing a street with a StiCK,‘hE:WOUId
take the stick from the blind man, is that right? ‘Thaf-is the

Kind of thing he would do when he was a kid and man, what he

grew up to bpe.

He was with Castro's government and he was at oneggoint
the head of some revolutionary tribunals and hercarriédiout a
lot of ceath sentences.
Mr; Hornbeck. What was ne doing at théAtime,ﬂﬁéﬁ;yqu_

heard nhis name in 19657

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know what he was doing in Madrid,

~but I know that he had gotten into so many prdblems3With @he

government in Cuba that they Jjust said, ”Okay;”’aﬁd tne ~put

him into prison for something, and I don't Anow exactly unat
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it was, and they said, "Okay, either you stay here ﬁoreeefjdr‘
you leave tiue ccountry and we don't want you here anymdre;

“r. Hornbeck. He was living in Madrid at the timéfyduj‘
were in Paris?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. And when EBolando starced his‘thing

ot

with the CIA, I guess he was talking to nim, too.

Mr. Hornbeck. titow were you going to meet him?  Were you
zoing to go to Spain?

Mr. Espinosa. 1 was going‘to go to Spain. At the time I
had one of his alien American passports, since I‘ﬁeyer;had my
own passport because the Spanish government,‘itﬁwoﬁidiﬁakee
them a month -- |

Mr. Hornbeck. So the CIA originally took yeufléééspbrf
from you? | 1

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. tlornbeck. Were you in touch with the CIA at all when
you were in Paris?

Mr. Espinosa. Ho.

Mr. Hornbeck. All right. So you did not get to uoa1n°

Mr. Espinosa. I didn't get to Spain. And I cclled nlm

on the telephone and I sald "I am sending you a- tlcxet jCQme

over and see me in Paris." And he was the;finst‘ene Whoetold
me the story.

»

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you just relate to us.'ln summary,

what he told ycu about this particular 1nvolvement ox CUuela°«
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1 Mr. Espinosa. That Cubela had been talking to séme CIA. -

t there was zoing to be an upgrising or a coup-or

-

2 people; th
C:D 3 something down in Cuba led by Cubela and a2 few other;pgqﬁie

4 who were in the government at the time, or in thne a;ﬁyg}éhd

5 that for some reason Cubela didn't trust Williamson ingpéin;

6. Mr. Hornbeck. Can you identify who Williamson was?f

7 ‘Mr. Espinosa. Whét I had been led to believe, Wiiliamson

8 was head of the CIA in Spain at the time.

9 Hr. Hornbeck.  Was there a reason given to you aé,to Wiy

10. Cubela did not trust him? |

11 Mr. Espinosé. Yes. He said to me that.hé wésﬁirying -

12 first he was an alcoholic and 11v1ng with thlS Cuban: glrl who
C:) r:-~13 had taken information from hlm, taken files with ner and weﬂt

© 14 back to Cuba.

15 Mr. Hornbeck. This is information that you heard?
16 Mr. Espinosa. This is what they told me; why Rolando

17 didn't want to speak to Williamson any lcnger.

18 Mr. Hornbeck. You are getting this information frou

19 Cubela? |

20 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. And how much truth ié.in§§lyédgin

“21 this I can't say. So that Rolando didn't,wantftd;telkjkgihiﬁ
éz anymore and that I should come over here aS‘a?éogé;Cik mé@,

23 and I said "I am no longef with the CIA," and 6hey*$a;d &We

24 want you to get in touch with them and tell them‘a;iiofftﬁiSf‘

25 Mr. Hornbeck. low, nad your original contaob.in;Paﬁis
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mentioned to you he thougnt you were in the CIA?
Mr. msplnosa. Yes.

tr. fiornveck. liad he called you to come to PariSiQE you
Just came to Paris inGepénthtly?

Mr. ESpinosé. Ho. It was somebody tha 1f I ever went
ﬁo Paris I was going to call.

Mr. Hornbeck. SovPéris was entirely your idea?

1

Mr. Espinosa. Entfrely‘a pleasure tfip.
Mr. Hornbeck. Was thererany particular reason why you
would spend yéur own personél money tb have Cubelawéqme ﬁo
Paris from Spain? - |

“Mr. Espinosa. Yes. Still, you know, I‘think $150 or

something, for something as important as this, I could send my

friend and my country, it wasn't. going tovmake:suchvagblg*hole 

in iny pocket.

Mr. Hornbeck. lDid Cubela say anything about‘any“Soviets
in Cuba during this conversation?

“r. £spinosa.  iHo. .They didn't say anything»éboup
Soviets in Cuba, but Blanco -- I cannot remembehhhis{first»
name; we used to call him thercrazy Blancd o I met hlm and
he was on his way to Cuba from Prague, Ciechoslbvakia,.and he
was on his way from Russia to Cuba via Czechoslovaxla and
Paris and he was the one who mentioned abouttthe,Russiath 
tecnnicians; to make sure and to make sufe to‘te;i the?CIA

that if there was going to be any Kind of doublecrossing of
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will always contact this guy Trasancos;

Oy
S

this operation, they were going to take care of these Russian

technicians who were aavisors, or wWhnatever Lhey were, Who7were

in their particular place.

Mr. Hornbeck. All right. How did you know Blanco?

Mr. Espinosa. I knew him from Cuba.

tflornbeck. And was it just coincidence that Elanco

was coming tnrough Paris at the same time that you were there?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know.
Mr. Hornbeck. How did he know how to contact you?
Mr. cspinosa. Because anybody who would“come to. Paris.

at least this kind of

O |

beople because we all knew each other from Cubé;v‘

Mr. Hornbeck. Had Blanco been with you add”é@ﬁéfgfiﬁ.
activities prior .to 1959? | |

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornoeck. When Elanco gave you this partidular

information about the Soviet technicians, was there anyone

else present during the conversation?

Mr. Espinosa. Ho, it was only he and I.

Mr. Hornbeck. Were there any conversations'between. you,

Blanco and Robreno in Paris?

\

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Hornbeck. And no conversations between you, . Blanco,

and Trasancos?

2

Mr. Espinosa. !Ho. But there were conversations between

ALDERSONREPORﬂNGCOMPANYiNC
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Cubela, Trasancos and‘myself.

sr. Hornoeck. Can you tell us what the converéé@féh)ié?

Mr. Espinosa. he one I mentioned before, everytﬁiﬁg
that Cubela told me'abqut'the_CIA and Williamson in ééaiﬁfhe
said to me in front of Tfasancos. |

#r. Hornbeck. Is your testimony that there was then aﬁ
agreement between the three of you that Cubelé'needed to
change his CIA contact?

Mr. Espinosa. 1I-didn't agree to anything. All I said,
was they landed the story on me in the middle of my Parisian
vacation, and because‘itlwas Rolando and it was somethlns that

I could have some importance or sense in the future, I came

over here and I contacted-them the best way I-could. .

Mr. Hornbeck. In other words, you were going to:be:the

messenger for the contacts they felt that they'didn‘p:héVe?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, more or less, that was the‘idéa;

¥r. Hornbeck. And you then traveled from Paris tb:Hew
York?

Mr. Espinosa. That is right. 4

“Mr. Hornbeck. And who pays for your tlcxet°>

Mr. Espinosa. If I go to Paris and I llve in- the Stéteo,
I have to have a round-trip ticket. | | v

Mr. tHornbeck. What I am getting at, so youvundefstand
the purpose of the deposition, we have to ask aS mucn deuaLl

as possible, and what I am really getting at is- wneuher or ot

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY 1NC
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1 the CIA pald for any part of this operation.

2 Mr. Espinosa. lo. I went to London and then tQI?afis
3 and then to come back to iliew York 15 days later, .and this

4 happened when I was‘there, and I came back to New‘Yéfkion'my
5 ticket originally purchased by me, and I was never refundéd-by
6 CIA or any other government agency.
7 I got to liew York and I contacted Mr. Cavasantos.
8 Mr. Hornbeck. He was an cofficer with the-Iimigratioh
. w ‘
9 Service?
10 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
1" Mr. Hornbeck. And you had scome previous rélaﬁibﬁshipg_is

‘12 that true?

C:D L 13 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
14 Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us briefly what'tﬁétaQas?‘
15 Mr. Espinosa. He lifted two bans against traveling, and

6. all the things that I mentioned before.
17 Mr. Hornbeck. You first contacted him, andfﬁhat did you
18 tell him? 4
19 Mr. Espinosa. I said, "I have to,contact:spmeoﬁesiaftbe
izo CiA, and of course I have no idea how to cont$§£fgﬁybdgyjﬁi 
-,21 So he said, '"Ckay." He picked up the_téiéé%dﬁgﬂéﬁdﬂﬁé 
22 called somebody in the FBI office in lNew Yérk apd hé{$€n£;me

23 to see this fellow.

24 Mr. Hornbeck. This is first the FBI?
25 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

_ Ca e _ :AuDERsONREPORUNGcoméANYJch]
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1 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you go to the FEBI office or did: the - -

2 agents cowme to see you?

3 Mr. Espinosa. I went to the FBI office.

4 Mr. Hornbéck. How many agents did you talk to?

5 Mr. Espinosa. I talked to one fellow.

6 .Mr. Hornbeck. How much of the Cubela's story that you

7 learned in Paris did you relate to him?

8 Mr. Espinosa. Hothing.
9 Mr. Hornbeck. What did you tell him, basically?
10 Mr. Espinosa. I told him, I guess he.must:haVé:spéken to

11 Cavasantos before, and I said, "Look, I jUSt camejffpﬁfidrobe;
12 there is something happening and I would havevtd d§@t;eEfi

C:D f‘v‘_~ 13 someone in the CIA, and I used to work for\tbem:éﬁi fLWQva

. 14 involved in the Bay of Pigs. &nything you wént toféﬂéékfwhat

15 I am telling you, you can check with that.” |
 ﬁ5 Mr. Hérnbeck. Did you mention Cubela's name to either

17 Cavasantos or to the FEI?

18 Mr. Espinosa. Maybe; I can't say for sure, but}néyég.
19 Mr. Hornbeck. Your best memory is that youididfﬁ¢§ Jv
-20;discus$ much of the details? |
‘22i Mr. Espinosa. WNo.

2  Mr. Hornbeck. At some point were you.put«iﬁﬁéohtﬁcﬁ'with

23 the CIA? |
'24 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. \<ifjf: u

25 Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us where the ﬁééﬁiﬁé~tgo&.
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1 place and how imany people were present?
2 Mr. Espinosa. The mesting toock place at the FBIféﬁfiééfPﬂ 
3 in ilew York, and there was only one person present.
4 Mr. Hornbeck. This is someone from the Agency?
5 Mr. Espinosa. Again;‘I‘assume he was.
6 Mr. tiornbeck. Could you pnysically describé this
7 individual?
A8 kr. Espinosa. Yes.b He was a man in the late‘forties or
9 early fifties, gray hair, and he must have'been b1ond, but
-10 very heavy gray at‘the time, and blue eyes.
" Mr. Hornbeck. Glasses?
12 Mr. Espinosa. No’giasses. Very well fit and‘Qéfy'j-
13 “handsome guy. | ”
14 Mr. Hornbeck. Approximately. how tall’and h§w*mth did‘he
15 weligh?
16 Mr. Espinosa. He wés, I would say, about 5'10“~or‘5‘11“,
17 170 pounds.
18 Mr. Hornbecx. - During your conversation with this
19 indiyiduél, did you relato all of the details of tng'ﬁ
inférmétion that you had learned in Paris? ‘
Mr. Espinosa. I did.
Mr. Hornbeck. Did you include the portioﬁ.ﬁéla‘yog*by
Blanco about the alternative plan with the Soviét-ﬁééﬁhiei&hs?
24 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
Mr. Hornobeck. What reaction, if any, didfydﬁjéeﬁufrbm? 
ALDERSOVREPORHNGCOMPANYJNC’ A“f;i,ir'
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this particular individual?

ot

Mr. Espinosa. He wWas g very cool, composed man, and-he .

¥

3

said "I & oin

i to Wasnington and I will contact you 1n, he

o
o

next couple of days or three, maybe, and maybe we will, go: to

Spain together or somebody will go with you.”

I was so upset about this that I got a friena of mine in
Hew York, through SenatoftJévits, to get me a meeting in
Wwashington here with Some‘sub-secretary of foreign afféirs in
charge of the Cuban thing, and I never heard from this guy and
time was going by, and I told this friend of mine and thmouvh
Javits he got me to come ‘here and see this uy, and I cane
here and I told him the whole story. And he sald_l'We w1ll
get in touch with you," and they never did.

Mr. Hornteck. Do you have any idea who it'Qasithé£ ?du
met with in Washington?
Mr. Espinosa. He.
Mr., Hornbeck. Dia youiever keep & diary or on 2 card?

Mr. Espinosa. I could find out eventually if I_wahted

‘to.

Mr. Hornbeck. Do you think that you might]be3éb;éf£b]do

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. I would have to call thisfggyjaﬁd
have him call Javits and trace the-thing back to ﬁhébtim¢ Qhen
it happened, but I am sure 1t can be traced.

Mr. Hornbeck. Do you remember the building.where you -

L\LDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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came TO 1n Washington to speak with this particular
individual?

Mr. Espinosa. lio.

Mr. Hornbeck. Your best memory is that it was,3§mé
offiecial in the StatefDepért&ent?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes,.it was some official in the State
Department; some kind of sub-secretary or something in Cﬂarg
of Cuban affairs. But I was there and he didn't put me on to
some monkey room. I knéw I saw somebody, the fight person.

Mr. Hornbeck. >Iwassume that'yoh did waitcthe:ﬁgo or
three days in lew York before you contacted yduf”fﬁigﬁd ;¢.
reach Senator Javits?_. o
| | ESplnosa. I-waitéd longer than that;_iluwéiﬁéd-é

couple of weeks and nothlnv happened, and then'Iﬁnggin-tduéh

with this guy because I knew he is very friendly with Javits,

"T

and I said, "I know you nhave friends in Washington, and &ll of
that, and there 1is something that I have to discuss;?

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever think aoout con*acbln“-the-

-CIA directly througn one ¢! your old contacvs°

Mr. Espinosa. I never had any contacts,"wﬁaégééﬁtéétéﬁJ
They are guys living in Miami for two or threeﬁqufQQr‘mqﬁthsj
and one déy they disappear, and "Freddy Gomgi;? éndf}§g;hévéE:
see him again, and maybe he is sent to Guatéﬁala:'dnﬁCéétrél.
éurope, or whatever, and then you see anothér'gﬁy §ﬁ5“y§p 

don't -call them. They call you.

ALD‘:RSON REPORT|NG COMPANY INC
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1 Mr. Hornbeck. Wwas therL any bad feeling Letu@enryouqangéﬁ
2 the Agency when you teruinated your relationship w1t%’tﬂeﬁi;ﬁ,g

| 315617 AT
4 fir. Espinosa. I don't know. Froa my part»it Qé$“é L5£

5 of bad feeling.
6 Mr. Hiornbecx. You felt you had not been treated.feirly
7 by the Agency? '
8 Mr. Espinosa. Hot me. I felt a lot of-people goﬁ killed
9 for nothing. | |
10 Mr. Hornbeck. All right. Aftér you came to Washington
1 and discussed this particular situation, what was Eheihégﬁ
12 thing that you did? &
' ,‘;  13 Mr. Espinosa. Let me make a parenthesis now# ThlS'UUj,
QZD e _ | | . _
14 one of the reasons wny I assumed he must have been from the
15 CIA, is when I touched the thing about George Robrenc,.
16 immediately ne said to me, "E1l Maga," this is like_a“name that
“17 only people tnat are close to him or that know‘him»veﬁy well

18 or from the Agency would know nis name.

19 Mr. Hornbeck. Could you spell that?
20 Mr. Espinosa. M-a-g-a. It is magician in English. . And -

.21 he didn't have any accent when he said "El Nabadﬁﬁ
22 Mr. Hornbeck; You are discussing the convefsatlon w1th
23 the fellow you assumed to be from the Agency inxﬁew York when
C:) v_;,v :24 you first arrived? ot

25 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. And he was saying to me}*”H6w~much

©
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do you trust

And he sald, "Yes,

backgrounu of nim,

Mr. tlornbeck.

individual you assuied 'to have

witn his nickname?
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck.
talking about?
Mr. Espinocsa.

Mr. Hornbeck.

he szid?”

and I said "You know how he isii

I know how he is,” but the zuy knew the -7

When you mentioned Blanco, did the

been from the Agency come

L 34
HOo.

Did he act as though he kXnew who you were

| 81
HO.

Did he you for any idEntifying'

information about Dlanco?

Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck.

Washington in

1565,

No.
During this time then that you were.in

] u act Mike McLaney to see
did you ever contact Mike Mclan t

if he could help in some fashion?

Mr. Espinosa.

help we 1in other things,

CIA.

Mr. Hornbeck.

social or personal

3

Mr. Espinosa.

went to Miami, and

‘every time I went to Miami I contacted Mike;

I would have contacted Mike dMcLaney to

but not to get me in contact with the

Did you contact Mike HcLaney for: any
reasons?
At that time, no. For sure' every tlu I

all of the time I lived in the otau

ever/ tlne "But

I contacted him soclally to have a drink or go whorln" arouﬂa

ALDERSON REPORTNG COMPANY !NC

HH' 53080 DocId: 32243213 ‘Page 8R07th STREET SW. REPORTERS BUILD!NG WASH!NGTON D c 20024 (202) 554- 2345



10
"1

12
O i ) l 13
' _14
16
17
18
19
21

23

25

15

20

HW 53080 DocId:32248213 = Page 90

or something; nothing to do up to that second atteméplwiﬁﬁégﬁe5
plane, and that was it.

¥r. Horanbeck. Did’yoU-return-to ew York then aftefﬁyédf’
Washington trip? :

Mr. Espinosa. Yeé.

Mr. Horanbeck. Did you receive any contact frowm any’
government agency? |

Mr. Espinosa. lo.

Mr. Hornbeck. Aﬁd that includes the FBI?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. So you did not hear from thé ?BI?f

Mr. Espinosa. No. |

Mr. Hornbeck. "How long.did you stay invNew—Yé{Q;}éfayoﬁ
can estimate? |

Mr. Espinosa. I left tiew York in 1967.

Mr. Hornbeck. So you spent the next approximately two
and a half years in Hew York?

Mr. cspinosa. lo. I wculd say the next two years in New
Yfork, because this was June or July of 1965,‘and,2l;éft_ih
March or Afpil of 1967; so a little bit less»théﬁ!aJyééhf‘

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you have any contéct.difééﬁ;yféén
indirectly with Cubela during the time that you;weré?iﬁ;ﬁew‘
York? |

Mr. £spinosa. lio.

Mr. Hornbecx. Did you hear from Blanco or Robreno or

'

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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your contact in Paris?
Mr. Espinosa. VYes. Robreno wrote me & letter oner time
asking wme to put my name to a document, and he wanted to get a

visa to come to the States and he wanted me to sponsor him and

ne needed two spoasors. 4nd he wrote me a letter on a. .paper,

and I signed my name to the sponsorship, and that is the only

time.
Mr. Hornbeck. Did he actually arrive, to-your knowledge?
Mr. £spinosa. HNo, they néver gave nim a viéa.
Mr. dornbeck Until the time that Cubela was gfrested,

did you have any information about him pérsonally'qf about the

particular plot person?

Mr. Espinosa. Hothing whatscever. .In.my mind:I“thought,
well, probably he got wise to the whole thing and jdst;dropped
it, because some time elapsed between the time that 1 spoke to

his people in Paris and until the CIA and the time he zot

caught in Cuba.

Mr. Horanbeck. Was your first knowledge that he was ™

arrested from some public source or from a personal source?

Mr. Espinosa. Public source.

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell what that was?

Mr. Espinosa. It was a newspaper.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you recognize the names of,oLhek‘

persons arrested with him?

-+

Mr. Espinosa. I recognized the name of Blanco;, é&nd there

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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was somebody else arrestad. And the first thing I read adout
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didn't Know the otnhers.

Mr. Hornbeck. I am sure then if you have the public
accounts of that trizl, be know thzat Cubela was not éxeéuted,
and aid you find that»a'strahge event?

Mr . Espinosa¢ »Yes and no.

Mr. Hornbeck. "Can you tell us why "yes" and '"no"?

Mr. Espinosa. ”Yes,ﬁ'because, to my knowlédgé;'Castro
had nevef’commuted anybody's death sentence‘ih Cuba.ygtﬁ_and
on the other hand, I Xnew he liked the guyvvery.much,;

Mr. Hornbeck. It was a personal relatiohshrpfbetween

"Cubela and Castro?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. Whatever it was, love, haté;ﬂor the
faggots -- .1 don't know what it was -- but they had'é‘
relationship, én especial relationship betweeh them. -

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you give us any examples of a special
relationship between the two? |

Mr. Espinosa. . well, 1 remémber one time whénfﬁ&iéqdé‘
pulled a gun on Castro in front of his bodyguérdéfénégif;f
everything and called him every némeiin the bpdk,;ééﬁTSfﬁi
course nobody.moved or said anything, but I thought Qhéﬁ LhiS
is over, he 1is going to go to the can forévef, ahd hgfhihg

happened to him.

Mr. Hornbeck. I take it this is sometime still in 19597 .

© ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC;7. - -~ -~ = =
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Mr. Espincsa. This was at that time, aad he just Qut his»
arm on nim and he said "You have sucn a temper’ and taiked:ﬁim
out of everything.

Mr. Hornbeck. Would you describe Cubela as an individual
having a very quiékrpemper or very emotioneal person?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, extremely.

Mr. Hornbeck. wduld you describe him as unstable?

Mr. Espihosa.‘ Yes.

Mr. iHornbeck. ifave you directly or indireétlyvreceived
any information about Cubela since the time. that he wés sent
to prison in Cuba?

‘Mr. Espinosa. . No.

Mr. Hornbeck. Do you have any information wﬁethérfc},noi
he is still alive or anything? |

Mr. Espinosa.' Yes. What I hear 1s that he is‘alive and

nhe 1is working as a doctor and he is not having such a bad

7

life.

Mr. Hornbeck. How would you get this kind of
information?

Mr. Espinosa. DBecause I can't remember now I thlnk I
nad this from Trasancos in Paris, btut there is- some hlnc of -—
I don't know if ne was a diplomat or if he is,éafgeﬁéhf'
engineer who is working in some kind of project 1n uuﬁa or Was
working in some kind of a project in Cuba, and I anw that

this person knew Cubela's mother and somehou neWs,df'b%m Has

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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from Cuba. I hear he is working

2 as a doctor and the bteginning was very tougn, and then héﬁis
'<:>' ,’ 3 working as & doctor .and he is not having it so bad; but hé is

4 alive and he is in prison. ‘

5 dMr. Hornbeck. Were yéu told of the méthqd by which

6 Cubela was supposed to assassinate Castro?
7 br. Espinosa. HNo. I heard the story abocut the rifle and
8 the telescopic site, and I had a story that he had met Artime,

9 which of course I thought was stupid of him, and I had a stor

=
g

10 'that Artime had promised him some boats through the CIA& to get

11 him out.

12 I repeat to you today what I said the other day, .the
, 13 whole thing doesn't make sense to me. And on one”landI hear

14 this, and of course it is very difficult to judge sdﬁebhing

15 when you are being told by third parties, znd on the one hanc
‘16 I hear‘that there is gocing to be an insurrecﬁion, let others
17 call it that way, or a military uprising of certain peéplé in

oing

oQ

18 the country, and on the other hand I hear that Cubela is
19 to shoot the guy. And if you are going to shoot.tné}guyiadd
'120 there is going to be an insﬁrrection, why do you=&ééd édme“, 
"21 boats to take you out? o

22 Once you do that you have to stay in and Séeuit'phgdggh.
23 And you follow me, if there 1s going to be an inSar{eéti@nvand

24 you are going to be a leader, how the hell are you.going to

25 snoot the guy and tanks are going through the streets and -

: SR - , ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, .~ &~ s in' o -
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you are going to take a toat and leave tne country?
There are a number of things that I tried to be very
logical zbout, and I try to be a very logical person: all of

the time, but especially when thney are logical, I try to be

- more logical and I am objective about things. I don't

understand it.

Mr. Hornbeck. %When you heard these stories abouﬁ Artime
veing involved, or a rifle with a scope bteing involved, what
was the source of theat information?

Mr. Espinosa. This I heard from Robreno.

Mr. Hornbeck. Was this during the same diScuséionéfin
Paris before New York?

- Mr. Espinosa. Yes.,

‘Mr. Hornbeck. Did Rubreno know Artime, to,your:
knowledge?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know. I think maybe he was with
Rolando when he had the meeting with artime; maybe, but I am
not sure. But I know they had never been friends_befgfe.

Mr. Hornbeck. Are you saying your informaﬁ;oﬁfffoyffg=
Rubreno was that Artime met in Madrid with Cubelé?uff |

Mr. Espinosa. I can't remember if it waS‘Maéfiéﬁybpt '
positively that he had met Cubela. ‘

Mr. Hornbeck. Was your information that the Cliﬁﬁad

arranged this meeting, or did you have any knowledge dfﬂthe

CIA at that time?

. ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY; INC,
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Ar. Espinosa. Ho. He told me that he had been in toudh’®
with the CIA and he had been in touch with Artime, but qtjgﬁe"
moment I was led .to believe it was the CIA who hadvarraﬁgéd
the meeting, and I would have been surprised if»théftyaS’So,

Mr. Hornbeck. I want to be very specific as to the

“information that you are getting from Robtreno and from ény

other source.
Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. <So. just getting back to what he tolc you,

‘Robrenoc says to you, on the one hand Cubela has been in toucn

with Williamson from the CIA, and he also tells yoqugbelalhas
met with Artime,-and you are not sure whether Rub}eh§353115
you that Cubela and Artime met in Madrid. Is'thaéxé:éofféét
sumsmary?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. He told me that they met,-but I
can't remenber whether it was in Madrid or anothé% place.

Mr. Hornbeck. Was there anything zbout the use of a
rifle and -a silencer by Cubela that you would have .found
strange in an assassination plot to kill Castro?

Mr. Espinosa. I would have found it very stranbe because’

. Castro is a touch guy and you can never hunt him w1th a rlfle

in the sense you never know where he is going to be or whxch
street he is going to be passing tnrough. So I would;think‘it
is very, very unlikely, and especially Rolando xnows EnlS very

well, better than I do, that this is a kind of a Cyuy that
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is practicelly impossible to nunt with a rifle.

Mr. Hornbeck. Would the special relatiqnshipAy6q Q-'V
discussed vefore between Castro and_Cubela have présénééd $5mé
special opportunities for Cubela? |

Mr. £spinosa. Incredibly special oppertunities;
exceptionally special.

Mr. nornbeck. Can you give us something on that?

Mr. Espinosa.  Let us séy one day Rolando could‘f;ndyout
that Castro was in his home outside tHavana, and he could have
gone over there at a day or night, and even‘étVS:OO o'clock in
the morning and tell the guards "I am going to sée:CaS;ro,“
and they would have let him in without objection. | I

| Jan o€z
Mr. Blackmer. You were friends with Carlos Herme#aes? -
Mr. Espinosa. Yes. _ .,
hﬁ@r»

Mr. Blackmer. You went on two raids with t#m that-were
Jaial i

-abortedr and you trained with him in Panaina and Guatemalaia Lid

you recognize that he had a special relationship witn Ménueif
Artime? | ,“ 7

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Do you know the extent of tbat?f

Mr. Espinosa. HNo.

Mr. Blackmer. You personally disliked Artime; iséthat~

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you personally know him?

ALDERSON. REPORTING COMPANY,INC, =
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Mr. Espinosa. Hot very much, I know nim. I tréih§d ﬁim;
in a way. =
fr. Slackmer. Ycu were training in Guatemala, I
understand?
Mr. Espinose. And in Panama. And he came tc Panama, and

I was assigned to give him the demolition training, a crash

course in demolition. So I was in touch with him for a few

days, closely, and I didn't think much of nim, And do

you want me to tell you the story about that?

Mr. Blackmer. I don't think that that will be necessary.

What was the feeling generally among.the exiies“tﬁéf you
had contact with about Artime and his position with:tﬁévCLA?

Mr. Espinosa. It was about the same.
Blackmer. What 1s that? |

Mr. Espinosa. They disliked the idea that a:puppetfﬁas
being imposed on them. | |

Mr, Blackmer. Did you ever discuss this with;@éfib$4.ﬁis
relationship with Artime?

)2

Mr. Espinosa. Ho, -not really.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever talk to Robreno abbut‘your

dislike or distrust for Artime?

Mr. Espinosa. lo.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you distrust Artime also?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Do you think he was personél;yfmoiiQéted

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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not patriotically motivated?
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Mr.,

Mr.

iV

Esgincsa. ¥

oD

8 .
Elackmer. Did you trust Kobreno?

Espinosa. When it coumes to something .I nad to-do

Cubela, I would trust hin.

Mro.

Blackmer. You think he would nOt'have.told Ficel

t Rolando's working with the CIA?

‘Espincsa. He was very loyal to Cubela.

Blacknmer. -Where were his loyalties..with respect to

Espinosa. Ho, he is not by nature a very ldyal

12 person or very legal person, but Cubela was like hié'hgro.

C:) |  ‘13

15
16
17
18
19

20

21 operating in this country during 1963

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
"

Mr.

o i
M.

Blackmer. Are you familiar with an individual named

14 Orlando Bosch?

£spinosa. . hko.

Blackmnier. ©Dr. Orlando Bosch?

Espinosa. lio. - I have heard aSout nim.

Blackmer. fHave you had any contaét,with#himféfgéil?.
| .

Espinosa. Ho.

Blackmer. Had you heard that !

22 about any of nis activities in this country

23

24

25 Lobto in Havana?

H¥ 53080 DocId:32248213
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£tspinosa. 0.

duho

Elackmer. Did you xnow an 1n01v15ual nameo cﬁﬁ*b
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1 br. Lspinosa. Yes,.

2 Mr, Blackmer. ‘What 1s-tne extent of your knowlédg} d?;i.
| Q 3 nim? | .

4 Mr. cspinosa. A friend of mine was married tovéﬂnfécé”of

5 his, and I have seen tne zuy taree or four times in my life

6 tr. Blackmer. Was he active in any of the groups in

7 tHavana®?

8 Mr. Espinosa. ‘ot that I know of.
9 | Mr. Blackmer. Do you know if he was aétive in anyvof the
'16 Cuban exile movements?
n - Mr. Espinosa.'.1~heard that-the guy is givingsmanéy,-but
12 personally I was never involved with anything theat Hé  | ;
C:> "~ 13 contributed to or anything like that. - /
14. Mr. Blackmer. Have you ever heard of an individuaﬂfham§q  5
15
16 ‘r. Espinosa. It sounds familiar, but I'céni@{Seé;the,
177 face. - But 1t sounds familiar. o
18 Mr. Blackmer. Do you know what you would haVefﬁééfﬁ’hi&
19 in connection with? |
20. Mr. Espinosa. lio.
21 Have you got & piéture of him or anythihg?
h)
22 Mr. Blackmer. lo. .
LA
g & 23 Would he have been a hired killeri;ng assassin? . . s
C:l 24 Mr. Espinosa. When you mentioned the name,‘itsié n§t“Sq'}}

25 much itorales, but the first name, it rings a bell; but ‘I can't

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, " .
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1 see 1it.

2 wr. Blackmer. Could he have been actiye'with_youvin;the
3 anti-Eatista moveuent with you or with someoné~ak§e?r

4 ‘ Mr. Espinosa. I don’'t know. I can'tvplééééhhe'gqy,:and
5 so if I can't plaée the guy =-=- ”

6 - #WMr. bBlackmer. . .low abdgt David Moraleé?3

7 Mr. £spinosa. io.

8 ¥Mr. Blackmer. Monkey Morales?

8 Mr. Espinosa. tio.

10\ Mr. Blackmer. tlave you ever heard of’an ;ndividgél named
1 Antonio Vessape® L)QCW/W?— ? |

12 Mr. Espinosa. No;

<:> 4 Tj:} vJ3 Mr. Blackmer. Are you familiar with Alhps 667
e 14 Mro, Espinosa.' I have heard of it.

15 Mr. Blackmer. Do you nave any inforumation abou? Qde,df'
16 the founders or leaders?

17 vir. Espinosa. lio.

.18 . Mr. Blackmer. Do you know en individual or have;yéu'

19 ‘heard of an individual named Morris Bishop?

20 Mr. Espinosa. HNo.

2 Mr. Blackmer. When you were in Cuba in‘1957; f58,:and

‘ 22 '59, have you had any contact witn Santiago, Cuba, or did you
o "”  3 23 ever go there?
<:> - L4 Mr .

.25 Mr. Blackmer. Are you familiar with a corporatioh:haméd

Espinosa. 1Mo,

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, - -
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Maubay ftiining Cowmpany?

2 Mr. Espinosa. lo.
3 Mr. bBlackmer. OUnce again, you <icd wmeet Frank Sturgis in

4 Miawi. Were you aware of Frank Sturgis at all in !avana right

5 &around the time Castro took over?

6 Mr. Espinosa. ifo.
7 " Mr. Blackmer. You mentioned that you are tamiliar with

8 Pedro [Ciaz Lanz. Did you know in 1958 he was-éppointed head

9 of the Cuban Air Force by Castro?

10 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

1j Mr. Blackmer. And at the same time and»soméwhaﬂ'lgééf, ”

12. he appointed Sturgis as a director of security"for1théﬁair

C:>'b ;} "'»13 force?

14 Mr. Espinosa. I didn't know that.

15 fir. Blackmer. -You were‘noﬁ'aware of that at éiif

16 Mr. £spinosa. ot until just right now.

17 Mr. Blackmer. Sturgis also had a relationshipfﬁitE SQmé

18 of the casinos in Havana and was frequently seén at these
19 casinos. Do you recall, if you think back, whether you might

- 20 have seen him?

21 Mr. Espinosa. Ho.
- 22 Mr. Blackmer. .Not whatsoever?
23 Mr. ©spinosa. ilo.
C:> Vf ;f~~‘24 ' Mr. EBlackmer. When you were going on thesé vafiéuéwréias ,

.= . W7 - , L e g T %
.25 from <eys, as we discussed, three or four raids after the Bay =

: S E g ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, *,
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1 of Pigs, did you ever come in contact with an individual‘néhed

2 Wallace Shanley?

C;> : 3 “r. Espinosa. Ho.

.

4 Mr. EBlackmer. He wo@ld have been with the goveﬁnment,
5 either Imnigration or CQstoms?

6 Mr. Espinosa. lio.

7 Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever come in coﬁtacp Wwith any

8 Americans with Custowms or Immigration and Haturalization?

9 ‘ Mr. Espinosa. lHo.
10 Mr. Blackmer. When you were in the June 15th detentlon

11 from the attempted raid, I understand they seizéd‘é 1957

.12 Thunderbird belonging to your aunt.

| BT & ' Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
QO o
14 Mr. Elackmer. And you took legal action againsE;CUsﬁqms.

15 ‘ Mir. Espinosa. Ho, they got the car two /ears later.
16 Mr. Blackmer. You did not go through an attorrsv
i7 _ Mr. Espinosa., Maybe they did, I don'tiknow;
18 ‘ Mr. Blackmer. You don't recall that?
19 | Mr. Espinosa. No, I_didn"
20 Mr. Blackmer. When we were talking thévéthé%;dayfébbuf

21 the two raids, we were talking about the June TSth-féid,
"2 whether it was just'an aborted attempt, but you ére déaling

23 with a twin engine Beachcraft airplane where you werelgOIng to

‘ ,
£:> .~ 24 nake these homemade bombs and you were using dynamite.
25 Mr. Espinosa. lio, we were using --

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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1 Mr. Blackmer. THT?
2 Mr. Espinosa. Wo. We were using napalm.
3 Mr. EBlackmer. You had just run special wires out. on the

4 wings of the plane and you were going over there, and didn't
5 that seem kind of a gumshoe operation, rather a shoddy

6 operation?

7 Mr. Espinosa. I agree with you.
8 Mr. Blackmer. Did you feel that someone . planning it

9 never wmeant it to be wmade?
10 Mr. Espinosa. Because the person who was sponsoring it
-1 was Mike, and he gave us_a'means to do it ‘and he didn't get-

.

12 the right bombs and we didn't get the right things;:héfiS~not«

C:} : ta 13 én expert in explosives or in planes.
14 "~ Mr. Blackmer. But you are?
15 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
16 Mr. Blackmer. And you couldn't do any bettef"tﬁéntgztwin

17 engine Beachcraft?

18 ‘Mr. Espinosa. Well, we cdidn't ask for any bétfé}téhd'we
19 were afraid to ask for a B-25 or B-26. | »

20 Mr. Blackmer. On the first one, but on“bhé15éé§¥d'one

21 you did?

- L2 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, because he warmed up Lo thé ideé.
23 Mr. Blackmer. You are talking about the cost.
C:> .24 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, it was a lot of money.
c 25 Mr. Blackmer. Quite a lot more for the 8—254fﬁén{£he€: 
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1 Beacncraft.

2 Mr. Lspincsea. You nave to buy it, and it,1s not very
3 easy to rent a B-25, especially the ones with the .right bombs

4 and the whole thing.

5 Mr. Blackmer. The plane you were 601n5 to ta the

"6 at Ponchartralr to your knowledge, was g fL.lly ogeratlonalj'w{ﬂ\
7 bomb ‘bay doors? |
'8 " Mr. Espinosa. I insisted that the bomb ré@ks were in
9 thefe or I wasn't going to do anything‘with it.
- 10 Mr. Blackmer. = To your Knowledge, you do not’ Qnow-wnere
11 this planevwas going to be obtained or who was 301n05u6 get
12 it?
C:D o Mr. Espinosa. HNo. I heard thingé about Arizonéf§n§ f
| .14 heard they were flying the plane from Canada, and i heénd“that
“f5 the plane was going to be flown from South America,-and~l
16 heard all of this.
17 I told Mike, "I don't want to hear anythlnuj we ddn’t

18 want to know, we don't want to know."

19 ‘Mr. Blackmer. You just told Mike to get the plane?
20 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.,.
E 21 Mr. Blackmer. Do you assume he went through'sém Benton

-+ 22 to get the plane?
23 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
Mr. Blackmer. That was the first time?

25 tir. Espinosa. And I wouldn't be surprised if he went
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aside from the group garticipating, Zentcn and HéLaney”and’
yourself?

Mr. Espincsa. Well, I imagine their wives or girl

friends and everybody 1in . the operation.

Mr. Blackmer. Specifically, any Ameriéans?

Mr. Espinosa. lo.

Mr. Elackmer. Any members of the CIA?

Mr. Espinosa. o, for Carist's sake, of éoufsgfhpi;;

Mr. Blackmer. But no other Americans other th5ﬁ55éﬁE;n?

Mr. Espinosa. I wouldn't say Benton. I knew,Miﬁg;’and.
if he used Benton, I don't know.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you have a meeting in June ép'thé‘home
of riitke dMcLaney and yourself and say you were discuséinéiﬁﬁis
operation, and was there someone present?

Mr. Espinosa. HMiguel Alvarez.

Mr. Dlackmer. . Was DBenton present?

Mr. Espinosa. 1 can't remember. I am not ury1n5 ‘to --

Mr. Blackmer. Qur files indicate that'Bentqn gave the
story that he was just there to take pictures and He was there

for publicity, and after the raid was successful you Qeré,"

going to play up the publicity aspect of it. Was there:ahyfn g
truth of—dssR ‘fO W SW ¢ LT e

Mr. Espinosa. The first raid or the second one?
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Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
any pilctures.
Mr. Blackamer.

Mr. Espinosa.

“rent the plane.

Mr. Blackmer,
Mr. Espinoss.

Mr. Blackmer.

"Customs at the site,

you to meet?

Mr. Espinosa.

the Beachcraft was?

The first one.

I was never aware they were zolng to take

Wnat was his role?

As far as I know, the first time’ hc was to

That is 2ll?

That is all. - e,y
o ped

And whén you were detained by the FBI Hd

where were you coming from and-how were

You mean over there, in that strlp mhe e

I was cowming from my aunt's ﬂouse in that

Thunderbird, with the napalm, or whatever it was,.and~I was

getting there to be

over.

Mr. EBlackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

with the rest of the guys and to taxe .

You were Lo meet the plane?
Yes.

And who was bringing the pl ane? ..
Alpizar.

Do you know a person named William Pawley?

You never heard of William Pawley?

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

An American?

Living in Miamai, and he is a war hero

from World War II and worked with the Flying Tigers and"

?
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' 1 General Chenault, and also had a business in Cuba,

o

2 bus system in Cuba and then in Miawi, and he was very active

3 in the anti-Castro activities.

4 Mr. Espinosa; Ho.

5 Mr. bBlackmer. You never hsard of him?

6 Mr. Espinosa. lio.

7 bMr. EBElackmer. »I have ﬁo further questions.

8 "Mr. Hornbeck. You mentioned the>dasino'indusbnyyiw

9 Havana pre-1959. I believe that you requenteo some CacanS

10 and that is now you met Mike McLaney; 1is that correct:’>

" ~ Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
12 Mr. Hornbeck. In addition to the Kacional, -did you
C:) .  _13 frequent any of the other casinos?
4 .14 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. I used to go out in the.evehiﬁgifall

.15 of .the guys. We would go to cone and then to anoth;fﬁdné;
.16 -especially becauée of the showgirls, really. |
17 ' Mr. Hornbeck. During the time that yoquefe»gdiﬁg%£§ the
js various casinos, .did you come to know some of the;géﬁinb>x
19 owners? |
°20 ‘Mr. Espinosa. I was pointed out, like I tdld/ypdvtﬁe 
21 other day, for example, GCeorge Raft was there,‘andrtbéﬁHIrSaw

2 one guy, I think it was White or Snow.

BA » Mr . Hornbeck. Larry Snow?
C:D . 24 Mr. Espincsa. Yes.
25 Mr. Hornbeck. ©Did you know Dino Cellini?

©

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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C:) ' o Mr. Espinocsa. lio.

. fiornbeck. Zddie Cellini?

C:} » y 3 Mr. Espinesa. Ho,

4 Mr., Hdornbeck. Charles Tourine?
5 Mr. Espincsa. Ho.
; ) Mr. Hornbéck. tartin Fox Zamora, at the Tropicana?
7 Mr. Espinosa. This is one ﬁhat I never went to. 1 was

8 there once, but because it.was so far away I never went over

9 .there.
10 ' Mr. Hornbecg. Santos Trafficante?
n Mr. Espinosa. I have 5eard of him, but T néver;met him.
52 ‘ Mr. Hornbeck. was he ever pointed out to you? |
. 13- ﬁr. Espinosa. tlio.
Q;D 14 - Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever hear of Santos Traffidénﬁe

15 being involved in Miawmi with any anti-Castro activities?

.16 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I have heard about that.
17 Mr. Hornbeck. Would you tell us what you . heard, first of

18 all, and then perhaps tell us the source of your information?
vl 19 Mr. Espinosa. Okay. What I have heard is thatjhé]wés

20 helping and trying to do something to help some pebpléfiiké.

* 2T Mike helped me to overtnrow Castro. 5- €$
22 Mr. Hornbeck. When you say helping Mike --
23 Mr. Espinosa. Ho. X
C:> o 24 Mr. Hornbeck. Do you know of a relationsnip betwéén f

"25 Trafficante and Mike dMclLaney?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC; . - -
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1 Mr. Espinosa. lio.

blag Wike iMclaney ever menticn Trafficante

N
=
(@)
3
o

33
)
(@)
N

4 - Mr. Espinosa.  Ho.
5 Mr. Hornbeck. ©Did he ever mention any other American

< . g
6 gambling interests who were doing the same kind of activity as

7 he was doing with you?

8 Mr. Espinosa. lo.
-9 Mr. Hornbeck. Other people who you may have seen .in

10 Cuba; Jake Lansky?

" Mr. Espinosa. HNo.
12 Mr. Hornbeck. At the Riviera?
B I Mr. Espinosa. I don't know his first name. A4nd I-

14 remember Lansky, and I remember the name. One time in tne

5 Riviera sowmeone saying "That is eyer Lansky."

16 Mr. Hornbeck. Meyer Lansky?
17 Mr. Cspinosa. Yes.
18 Mr. Horanbeck. Did you.ever meét an individual in.Cuba by

19 the name of John Martino? Martino was later arrested by the
20 Castro government and spent several years in»jail;fand I

21 believe he was released sometime around 1961.

22 Mr. Espinosa.b No.

23 Mr. Hornbeck. Guiseppe DeGeorge?
C:D 24 ¥r. Espinosa. Ho..

25 Mr. Hornbeck. Reubén Miro?

@)

L]
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1 Mmr. Espinosa. lio.

2 ir., tdornbeck., ‘lMercar Londo?

3 Mr. Espinosa. We all know nim.

4 “Mr. Horunbeck. You personally weré acquaintedlw;th him?
5 Mr. Espinosa. I met him a2 number of times.

6 Mr. Hornbeck. lorman Rothman?

7 Mr. Espinosa. I told John that I saw him a~coﬁple of

8 times in Cuba, and I saw him a couple-of times in Miami.
9 Mr. tlornbeck. Were you friendly with him personally?
10 Mr. Espinosa. Ho, I was friendly with his son, with

11 Cappy Kothman.

12 Mr. Hornbeck. What relationship did you have,ﬁithﬂCappy
<:> - 13 Rothman?
Cl T 14 Mr. Espinosa. .Just the relationship of a man yhb~g¢és to

¥

15 the bar and has a few drinks, and souetimes we dzted girls -
16 together or something.

17 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you have conversations with his father

18 torman?

19 Mr. Espinosa. o, never.
20 Mr. Hornbeck. ©[id you ever see Cappy Rothmén inj%iami?
21 ¥Mr. Espinosa. In Miami; I always saw him in~Miami,

2 Mr. Hornbeck. Wheré did you see him?
23 Mr. Espinosa. At the bar that he used to have.

C:D : i;f¥,>24 . Mr. Hornbeck. That was the Eiltmore?
T25 Mr. Espinosa. It was some hotel in Miami'Bégdb,fi
R
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1 wr. Hornbeck. Could that heve teen the Eiltmore Terrace?
2 ¥Mr. Espinose. Yes. \

same hotel that Roberto

"V‘
45)
ct
ot
5
0]

3 FMr. rornbeck. ‘Was th

4 Fernandos Miranda was associated withn?

5 fir. Espinosa. . That I don't know.
6 mr. tfornoeck. ‘When you saw Cappy Rothman 1n Miami, did

7 you ever discuss with him any anti-Castro asctivities?

8 " Mr. Espinosa. lever,
9 Mr. Hornbeck. Did he ever solicit your aid dn ‘any. kind

10 of Cuban adventure?

" br. Espinosa. lever.
12 dr, Borobeck. Bid-he éver diseuss Ehé Caskro régiﬁe;
C:} '1”f‘a‘~43 what it has cost his father and what it had cost him?
"?ﬁﬁjjﬁ4‘ . Mr. Espinosa. Maybe he might have made a commeabgabout

15 that soumnetime or other. But it was not any depth or anything’
16 like that.
17 Mr. Hornbeck. ©Did you ever near of or did you ever meet

18 Kelly or Sam Manarino, from Pittsburgh?

19 Mr. Espinosa. Ho. :
20 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever hear their names mentioned by

21‘Cappy or Worman Rothmen?

22 Mr. Espinosa. ﬂo.
23 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever meet /in Cuba or EiamiTHénry
C:> ;” 3 4,,24 Savaradra and he nad a nickname of "Kiki"?
| 25 ¥r. Espinosa. iio.
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1 Mr. tornbeck. [id you know & Raphael Genas?

2 Mr. Espinosa. You askec‘me, and I told you thé-ﬁéme
‘3 sounded familiar.

4 Mr. nornbeck. He had a nickname of Maché, Meag=Cc=-h-0.

5 Mr. Espinosa. No; I remember that much I never dic.

6 Mr. Hornbeck.. Did you ever ameet any individual in the

7 United States or in Europe by the name of Macho?

- 8 Mr. Espinosa. tlio.
9 Mr. Hornbeck. During the time that you were in Paris,

10. did you ever run across any ex-ueimbers of -the 04S?
1 . Mr. Espinosa. HNo. I didn't even know the OAS. ékisted.

12 You are talking about the French organization?

13 Mr. Hornbe‘ck., Yes.

14 Mr. Espinosa. Ho, I never did.
15 Mr. Hornteck. Again, while you were in Zurope, c¢id.you -

16 meet any Soldier of Fortune people who were fighting or-gding-

17 to fight in the Congo?

18 Mr. Espinosa. lio. The only people 1 havejknoﬁhﬂgdf#d
18 the Congo with the Cubans that went’with the Cf&! £ own
'7 20 Mr. Hornbeck. Were those people that you“kneW'Lm;¢hba?

21 Mr. Espinosa. That I knew in Cuba or that.I k@éyiffom“

22 the invasion or from revolutionary activities in Miami. They
23 are the only people that have been in the Congo that I ever
met.

‘25 - Mr. Hornbeck. Was Teddy Whitehouse one of thoseipeople-.

o . o

RN T et ' - ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, -
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C:> o 1 that you knew?

2 Mr. £spinosa,
3 you to tell me who
4 Mr. Hornbeck.
5 Mr. Espinosa.
6 Mr. Hornbeck.
7 Mr. Espinosa.
8 sure.

9 Mr. Hornbeck.
10 Mr. Espinosa.

11 met the guy.

12
13
14
!15
16
17
18 Cuba
19

20

Mir .

Mr.

during

o

Mr.

21 wmet him.

23

25

NW 53080 DocId:32248213

Mr.

e
il

Hornbeck. -

Espincsa,.
Hornbeck.
spinosa.
Hornbeck.

spinosa.

Hornbeck.

Espinosa.

Hornbeck.
Espinosa.
nornbeck.

Espinosa.

REORN

I know Tedcy whitehouse, btut I would like

Y

He is a pilot.
tle is a pilot?
Yes,.

I know the name and I kriow the guy for

He was very friendly with Norman Rothman?

1l can't -even picture tae guy,fbutﬁlikhow 1

Did you, in Cuba, meet a Joseph ﬁer5la?
lo.

Did you knecw a Jorge AlonSO”Pujbl?} 
"The old man or the son? |

Lid you know the family?

I know the old man was vice préasident of

¢

the Prio tiwme.

Did you know his son, Jorge?

By B

Ho. I have heard of him but I have never

Juan Restoy, Cesar Restoy?
Again I think the name tells me scmething.
Jose Aleman?

I met him once.
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Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us whether that was in Cuba

es?

(“1‘

or the United Sta
¢r. Espinosa. tio, it was‘in the United States. I went

with Cuvela, and I Know rajor Paez. I went to the

Fountainbleau and we stayed in one notel owned by José’Aleman,

and he nad a nicknawe, and I only met hiin once.

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us approximately what year

‘that was?

Mr. Espinosa. It was 1659, Marcn of 1959
Mr . Hornbeck. Were you traveling during the 1959 year

between Cuba and the United States?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes; I went to Miami then and I;Qentito
Miami another time, and two times or three times.befofe’l
finally‘took of f.

Mr. Hornbeck. Are these all pleasure trips or-ﬁésﬁéﬁere
some business? :

Mr. Espinosa. Just pleasure trips.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know Orlando Bosch?

Mr. Espinosa; No.

Mr. Hornbeck. Have you ever heard of Orlando.SbSdh?,

Mr. Espinosa. Is he related to Pippin Eosché;.

Mr. Hornbeck. Pippin Bosch was president of Biéékdi
Rgms.

fir. Espinosa. There was a Bosch when the uqole thln”“ﬂ

started with the invasion and the training of the Cuuans,;

ALDERSON REPOR T lNG COMPANY INC
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15

16

17

18

19
20

2

Lo 23
C:) .L?' $ 24

75

although he was under the auspices of the CIi, he

to ce fighting
Qere five diff
organizations,
to do it, and
Mr. Hornb
.Mr. Espin
abdut.

Mr. Hornb

Mr. Hornb

Mr. Espin

Mr. Bornb

- Mr. Espin

Mr. Hornb

is shaking his
Mr. Esoin

Mr. Hornb

Mr. Espin

Mr. Horno

first meet nim

17

for @ group called

erent pecple, representing i

.1 £ : W g
The Front,Y. and

wio were united .in order to get enough people

Bosch was one of thenm.

eck. This is the Pippin Bosc

osa. He is not the one that yocu are talkin

ecx. Luls Pasado?

“r. Espinosa. Ho.

eck. Luis Balbuena?

osa. No.

ecK.. Dominick Bartone?

o0sa.. Ho.

eck. The record will reflect
head negatively for zll of 't
osa. Yes.

eck. Raphael Garcia Eongo?

osa. Yes.

h?

that

his.

)
o

the witness

eck. How did you know him and when did"you

and what was your relationsh

Mr. £spinosa. Thnere are two brothers;

and there is Jorta.

- I used to

ip?

that

i$ Raphaé1

have a girl friend when I was very younv 1r

Cuba and her cousin was the girl friend of

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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Cacl

C:) 1 very bad German shepherd nhe wanted to get rid of, 2nd he Zave
2 it to me, and I said, "Ckay, I will take it." And I had this

daog for many years, and tnat was the extent of my friethhip

w

4 with him. Taorough nim I o nis ”otner Haphael; who usad to
?a'n 5 A/ - ‘ R

5 be a lawyer in Cub?<x&£hrﬁﬁr€@*+é£ %%%10“425 .

6 Mr, Hornbeck. Is this Jjust conuion knowledge,ﬂOrjdigmyou,:

7 know this personally?
8 Mr. Espinosa. It was common knowledge. I think.he is

9 doing some time in Jjail right now.

10 . Mr. Hornbeck. ile is doing time in opainlﬁow?_k
1 | Mr. Espinosa. ‘Yes; for passing false dollaré.
12 Mr. Horhbeck. . Counterfeit money?

13 .  Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. When;did,you hear that informatioh?'
15 Mr. Espinosa. Many years ago; five. or six,yeérS&qgé?’éf:
16 maybe more. | o
17 fr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us how you neard the 
18 information and any details ycu may have heard?
»19 . tir. Espinosa. I can't recall who told me the story. And

'20 this was at the beginningz when I went to Spain.

’f21v - Mr. Hornbeck. Which would have been approximaﬂéithhén?
22 Mr. Espinosa. That would be 1972. |
- 23 Mr. Hornbeck. And you heard the story then?
C:)  j:Qi;fEﬂ24.‘ Mr. Espinosa. That Raphael had been there and_t§a§ Eéf
oy 2L25 héd ten or fifteen thousand dollars in one hundred d;iiéfi?

ALDERSON REPORT\NG COMPANY lNC
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1 notes and he was passing them for two or turee days and then

2 they got him and then he got é tunch of vears in gail

3 Hr. iorabeck. Did you hear wnether or not Tréfff&énte
4 had ever tried to help hia in Spain? ‘

5 Mr. Espinosa. lo, but I heard that He had something to.
6 do with Trafficante. N

7 Mr. dornbeck. That the ccunterfeiting had somethihg to
8 do with Trafficante? |

9 Mr. Espinosa. This is what I heard, but you Rse 10w now’

10 people talk to me. It is not very difficult to fig ure out if
1" Réphael was Trafficahte”s lawyer in Cuba; now he ets cauglu
12 in Spain with counterfeit money. There is a likely
C:D A? ; -~ 13 possibility of the money came from the guy -and this-isﬁwhat
‘ .14 people are speculating about, or told me at the time.l
15 Mr. Horhbeck. Wnen Trafficante Wwas iﬂ Cuba, he-pas

.16 arrested sometime in mid-1959, and did you ever hear that?
y ) S

17 Mr. Espinosa. Hlo.
18 , Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever near that Mike McLéney was

19 arrested in Cuba?
20 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
2 ~ Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us what you heard and from

22 what source?

- 23 Mr. Espinosa. All I know is that he was living in the
C:> - .7 7'24 country and he was going back to iiami and he was living and

1125 they took nim and they put him in jail for two or thféé dayg;:w
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o 13
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15

ERTE

17
18

19

20

21

.- 23

25
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Mr. Hornbeck. ©Did sike ever contact you?

“r. wspinosa. " lio.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did he:ever discuss how he got arrestéd
with you?

Mr. Espinosa. Ho.

Mr. Hornbeck. He never told you?

Mr. Espinosa. I am sure that I have heard the stofy; but

things don't really register after some years.

Mr. liornbeck. Did you know Marcos Perez Jiminez?

Mr. Espinosa. I never met the zuy, although,lifhbw_he

used to live very close to Mike's house in Pine Tree Drive in

\ . _ ‘ 5

Miami Beach; two or three houses away from Mik
¥r. Hornbeck. Did you éver have a chance to meet him?
Mr. Espinosa. tlo.

dMr. Hornbeck. Did you ever hear wnether or not’ne,Was

‘involved in any kind of Cuban activities?

“ir. Espinosa. I never nave.
Mr. Hornbeck. Jorge Soto Martinei?
Mr. Espinosa. o,
Mr. Hornbeck. Evaristo Garcia Vidal?
‘ Mr. Espinosa. MNo. e Ty
Mr. Hornbeck. Mi
Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I know him.

Mr., Hornbeck. How do you know him; under what

circumstances?
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11

12
13
14

, -
16
17
18

19

20

21
23

25
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Mr. Espinose.

owner of the 21

clg people somehow.

tr . Hornbeck;
the American
Espinosa.
riornbeck.
Espindsa.
these people.

Mr. tdornbeck.
.Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Hornbeék.
Mr. Espinosa.
Hornbeck.
Espinosa.
Hornbeck.
Mr. wspinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck.
Doville?

Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck.
that Fidel had a
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck.

was,

Club in

.bid

gambling -interests,

At some point you or scmeone-had

wlistress at the

HHe used to be either the manag

davana, and he was always

ne-have any relationship
if you know?
I am sure he did.

Anyone you ever saw nim witnh?

Ho, but he was elways hanging around

Eugenio Leal Pczo?
Joe Rdgers or Joe Stassi?
No.
Sam Mannarino?
NO.
fenito Fernandez?

No.

Commodore ét

Did you ever go to the

Maybe -once or twice in wmy life.

v o geyy 5

decional.
Yfes.

What can you tell us about her,.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY 1NC
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ger .or ch»

.with

witg.any,of’

with

mentioned

who' she

and when he used to visit ner and when you saw théem .



1 there
2 oir. Espinosa. I can't tell you who she was, because I
£;> . 3 saw her a couple of times. She was a colored girl, very  light

4 in color, and she was there,rand on two oaccsions, it;miéﬁt
“5 have been April or Hay of 1959, I saw Fidael Castrb,inathé‘cgr
vﬁ,;6.outside waliting for her, he and é chauffeur. I don'tfkﬁéﬁ.ﬁho
7 she was and I can't remember her naue or anything. |
8 Mr. Hornbeck.v Did you-ever meet or hear of a woman.py

9 the name of Marita Lorenz?

10 Mr. Espinoss. Ho.
1 - Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know or ever‘meet Lérfy?béﬁpseph?
12 . oMr. Eépinosa. No. - ‘yf: : 
13 Mr. Hornbeck. That name is not familiar to yog?_“
Q:D 14 Mr. Espinocsa. lo.
.15 b . Hornbeck. ‘When you had discussed earLier?gﬁiyogf g

16 testimony today seeing a file, were you feferring ﬁo ajCIA
17 file or an FBI file, do you know?

18 Mr. Espinosa. I don't know if it was CIA,or'FSifr'I
19 assume umaybe it was a Customs gile. But I>looked.ihropgh it

.20 for about half an hour, and it was very well documented and

" 21 there were many things that I don't remember that are there.

22 Mr. Blackmer. Were there code names in it; erypto names?
23 Mr. Espinosa. HNo. It was all straight names, full .

24 names, and the whole thing, and the nicknames and friends. and

25 so on.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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Mr. Hornbeck. I don't want to dwell on Fidel Castro's
personal life, butnduring the period that you were in Havanea
and then for & few years after that when you may have had
contacts there, did he haVe é number of mistreses'orLWésfheu
‘basically»with one woman?

Mr. c£spinosa. o, he .always ahd a number of them .around.

Mr. Hornbeck. Were they feairly well known?

Mr. Espinosa. I guess some of them were. Thérejﬁas this
Lily Gowdy, and I don't know if he was screwing her éf:no£,
but he was cetainly taking her out. I think ﬁhis;isiﬁﬁét I
knew, but I was a kid ét the time, and I am.sure>thé;pé§pie
older than me knew more. | |

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know a person who worked ét the
Trobicana casino by the name of Lewis McWillie?

Mr. Espinosa. Ho.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know an Aldo Vena Serfin?

Mr. Espinosév Mo, ' »

) LR
- f‘-"‘—*‘—~-*-%kmkme- L Tt S s | ,_'_\‘“'

Did you know Sergio Acacia Smith?

Mr. Espinosa. NNo.

Mr. %LAC%memi Did you have any relationship*witﬁigny'qf
‘the‘anti-Castro Cuban forces in Hew Orlgané?_ :
| Mr. Espinosa. Ho. | » ; ‘

Mr. ggk%%@éﬁ: Or any of the particular gté;pélﬁﬁéﬁiwéfé
in New Orleans? oA |
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boarded on the

“r. Espinosa. I dian't know there was zn anti-Castro

liew Urleans

o]
[

M acxkmer. You cid treain in ilew Urleans at one time?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I trained in ilew Orlesss. I didn

really train over there. We were taken from Panama ang 1n

order to send us to Cuba first we were taken to dew~Grleans,

to an old iMarine base or what had been closed for 20 .or 30

years, and from there we were taken to Biloxi, liississippi, to

nouse.

Mr. Blackmer. This is 1560 or 19617

Mr. Espinosa. This is 1961. This is just two or three .

months before the 1nva51on. .

Mr. Blackmer. ¥ YoU wWerée garrisoned on the ba53‘awéF"

base in Biloxi?

“r. Espinosa. lot in Eiloxi; in Hew Orleans.

Mir. Blackmer. How.about when you went to:B;léXi?>

Mr. Espinosa. They split the guys. There wefe;ébQﬁ§;8O
guys; aﬁd they Split-them different ways, and I‘wgggﬁhéréiwi@* 

about eight or nine guys in a security nouse with ascouple of

agents.
Mr. Blackmer. On the base?
Mr. Espinecsa. o, no.
Mr. Blackmer. In the town?
Mr. Espinosa. It was a security howse . .fﬁéﬁfis-é?ﬁguée

that is used for clandestine ceprations, and‘so-afsedgrfty

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY lNC

4

‘W 53“3" Dﬂﬂiﬂ 32243213 - Page 12330974 STREET S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING WASHH\GTON D, c. 20024 (202) 554 2345 A



10
"
12

.13

16
16
17
18

19
21
.23

.24

.25

14

20

housse

or ei

carke

snould the need arise,
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was a

zht guys

ir. LElackmer.

r in Havana?

fr. Espinosa.
Mr. fHornteck.
Lspinosa.
dornbeck
Espinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck,
Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

. pssibly give us a telephone number where we

Mr. Esplnosa.
-Mir. Blackmer.

Sulime

have any predisgesition
committee at a hearing

just

then

r,

discussed?
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.

Wwe will be in

Thank you very much for your cooperation. -

(Whereupon,

and one Or two

we should like to hnave

at 6:20 p.m.,

v .
dé?/ 111
iouse” 1in Eiloxi, and we livecd: therv, seven

for about

Had .you hiad any contact

Ho. S

6“ﬁ£ﬁ¢00
Jwwdo Martinez?
ﬁo.

CAE?”‘?

1

{{0.
Cueto?
lo.

We appreciate your coming.

with

LWO Weeks.

Bernard

'Coulﬁjybu:{7

contact you,

Vel

can .

in London?
Surely. . I can give you my>n0ma'udgpér
Ify in the future,

you at a nearing,

against ap pearlnT
and going over the

Of course not. Count on me.

If you could leave us
contact with you.

tne

s
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deposition was -céncluded.)

W 53“30 Dﬂﬂd 32243213 Page. 124:00 7th STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON D.C: 20024 (202 5542345



10
"
12

13

15
16
17
18
19
20

21

: | =
e 24

25

112

i asih st ST

~ T AT M TR i R
CERTIFICATE OF CGSHORTHAUD KEP

5

.‘,_.‘ ,.‘

Lok

(J

I, Harolad B. Alderson, shnorthand repgorter, do heretby
certify that the testimony of the witness which appears in thne
foregoing deposition was taken by ume in shorthand énd
thereafter reduced to typéwriting under iy direction;.tha;
sald deposition 1s a true record of tne testimony givén:by
sald witness; that I am neither counsel for, related to, ﬁor
employed by any of the parules to the action in, whlch thlgr
deposition was taken, and further, that I ain not a ralatlve or
employee of any attorney or counsel employed by»;he parties
thereto, or financially or otherwise interesned in~theibu;come

of the action.

,‘7\;//*4/" e (,C L-'-F(J 1A *"’/K_/
Shornnanc neporter
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CERTIFICATE QF HOTARY PUBLIC

I, Zlizabetn Seraing, tne cfficer whod the foregoing
ceposition was taken, do hereby certify that the witness whose
testimcny appears in the féregoing deposition was duly sworn
by me; that tne testimpny'of Sald witness was taken by
Harold b. Aiderson, snorthand reporter, and thereaftef}récuced
to typewriting under his direction; that I am neither éouﬁéei
for, related to, nor employed by any of the parties to iﬂé
action in which this deposition was t““en and f@rthebgffhat I
amn not a relative or employee of any attorney or counseir
employed by the parties theréto, nor flﬂdnClal or OtUEFche

interested in the outcome of the action.

Hotary Public insand for -
the District of ‘Columtia

My Commission Expires:
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