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I 
E. Cubana Airlines 

· .. 

·"'· ... · •. In Book V (the perform~nce .. of the intelligence 

agencies in the. investiga:tipilqf.-,tf.l'~-~;J.()hn., F'~· Ke1111~d.Y 
. . . . . 

Assas·iinat:.io~).-
~ -..:.,.:;;.,~ ;; .... •· _._ '- " . 

pursue ;_J:e~ds .·sur~oundihg the 

assassin~tion of Pres_ide~t. Kennedy ahd then to fully 

report to· the vJarren' Commission the results .. of the in-

•, 
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vestigation they did undertake. 

One such lead discussed was a reported five-

hour delay (6:00 p.m. EST to 11:00 p~m. EST) of a Cu-

bana flight from Mexico City to Havana the evening of 

President Kennedy's assassination, November 22, 1963. 

(The Investigation of the Assassination of President 

John F . . Kennedy: Performance of the Intelligence Agen-

cies, Book V, Select Committee to Study Governmental 

Operations, 4/23/76, p. 30, Senate Report No. 94-755.) 

The most intriguing aspect of the sse account involved 

the alleged delay of a Cubana flight to await the arri-

val at 10:30 -p.m. EST of aprivate twin-engined aircraft. 

(Ibid. p. 60.) The aircraft deposited an unidentified 

passenger who boarded the Cubana aircraft without cus-

toms clearance and traveled to Havana in the pilot's 

cabin . (Ibio., p. 61.) The source of that lead was an 

Italian diplomate , Mario Mauri, who allegedly was on the 

.v"?':~ :~</ __ -: __ ---
:· . , --· · 

. ··. ; , - ... . _ .. ::_ 

. . -- ·-· . 

· theCIA q. t-
: : .. 

.. -1 , .• , .. - · ·- · ' 

-__ -/~-~~i~'-~ - ·~~q: 5~~~-~\f;~';;~t;:~v~ra_f ~ ~;,~-~-~~-~t1~a-q~es" i~ -- - t_h.~:--~e~,a~~-: _ 

>S~j~~c5:- ~'co~nii tf'~~·:;:_-i:~p~~-·t: - r~g~r-dins/"ihe - ~-~alleged" : ,Cuh~na -· 
·... - •' . --~, :: ~ {--'- .:·:_·· .7;:~~:- - - . - :;."-· 

Airlines flight t hat is a ppar-ently -fhe 9n}y ---follow-up by 

the~ Agency on the --l e ad afte r the Senate report appeared. 
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The Inspector General's report corrected the state-

rnent in the Senate report that the "Central Intelligence 

Agency had no~ information indicating that a following 

investigation was conducted to determine that a follow-

ing investigation was conducted to determine the iden-

tity of the passenger and had no further information 

on the passenger, and no explanation for why a following 

investigation was not conducted.'' (The Investigation of 

the Assassination of President John F. Kennedy. Perfor-

rnance of the Intelligence Agencies, Book V, Select Corn-

rnittee to Study Governmental Operations, 4/23/76, p. 30, 

Senate Report No. 94-755.) The Inspector General Report 

stated that the Central Intelligence Agency conducted 

regular surveillance of Cubana flights, filing cable 

reports to Headquarters (Ibid., p. 11.) There was one 

. . -- unila:teral_CIA surveillance- team (LTFIRE) _that· observe_d 

arrivals and departures '-of cue_?lna ~f~ighfs', r~p.o_rting 
~- ··.;. ~. ,•'~ 

··any urtU.~\l&i·recti:i;,-(en~es an4:cprov:Lciitig:'c6p·i_es',ofJligh:t 
·~. - . . .. .,. . . ' . . -- . .. , 

-<' __ ,· 

. . . -- -~ ···--

·:----~··~i0~III-~·h_c_ e;-t~-~~2 (LI_;EM;~b):~--~:~~-:-:_fh~--·-;~-ir~o_,_r_---_·P-wl1 __ --._-ich--~ro--
c.>:.l----·.:'•-.. . . 

vided -the ,CIA with• photographs of ·passports ··and•::·copies -

of passenger lists of individuals travelling to Cuba. 

;' '. 1 

i- Classified by derivation: ·--~---,-. 
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(Ibid., p. 11) In addition, telephone tap operations 

(LIENVOY) against the Cuban Embassy provided transcripts 

of conversations between the Cubana Airlines Office and 

the Mexican Airport Control Office. (Ibid., p. 11.) 

The LIENVOY transcripts recorded a series of dis-

cussions concerning the status of the-November 22, 1963 

delayed Cubana flight--when it arrived and when it de-

parted. The transcripts showed that the flight arrived 

at the airport at 1620 hours (All times used will be 

Mexico City time to avoid confusion) Mexico City time. 

(HSCA Staff Review of November 22, 1963 LIENVOY trans-

cripts) Prior to the arrival of the aircraft, one per-

son stated that the aircraft was due at 1630 hours and 

"it will go" at 1730, suggesting a quick turnaround tha~ 

would have reduced unloading and loading time, as well as 

serving of aircraft .to a relatively short period. (Ibid.) 
. .· . . 

key report on th..e- departure of the- air--. 

o_ hotirs ~that' the . :aircr~ft 
.. ·. ~ . 

that. existed in the CIA files on the arrival and cleparture 

f· Cfo:;sified by derivation: 

NW 53080 Docld:32271305 Page 5 



(This for m is to be used for m a teria! extracted 

from CIA-controlled documents .) 

- 62 -

t imes of the Cubana flight) (Neither LIFIRE nor the 

Mex ican surveillance team reported the ~rrival or depar-

ture fli ghts of the November 22, 1963 Cubana Airlines 

flight to Cuba) then I.G. concluded that there were major 

differences between what the Senate Select Committee re-
/ 

ported about the alleged delayed Cubana flight and the 

known facts. (Ibid., p. 12) The Cuban flight was on 

the ground in Mexico City for a total of four hours and 

about ten minutes. (Ibid. p. 12) It was not delayed five 

hours as reported in Book V. (The Irivestigation of the 

Assassination of President John F. Kennedy, Perfor mance of 

the Intellige nce Agencies, Book V, Senate Select Committee 

to Study Gove rnmental Operations, 4/23/76, p. 30, Senate 

Intelligence Report No. 94-755) The Cubana flight de-

parted at 2035 hours Mexico City time, 55 minutes ahead of 

the -a:q_eged <c;ti-r.iy~l _at ,2130 of a private fligh:t _ w.i th.a 

• ·.· ·,~:Q:l~5~::s:t~;~~:i'~~-~t:f2:~~ i~-:::2J~~::::e:~::;~~1:£~1 ~ ~--
- . .. -~ •z.· . :.: : ~ ... : -·~·· ~: .:· ~ . ·'- .• 

'"J:h~_ . cttha-na " :f. light ; depa~ted - ...• ~£..:-'22qo,: h9urs. _ . 

-.:-.· r~-· ·addi t .fon, _,··~~~-~-- -~i :~ G--~' :,sf a£ £ :. ~~~~~~·-~~:ct~J-· that ' iit·- --~-i~0 :-b~r:~· .. , 
# • • ~ : , •• • ' • • ~ ·- • ~ - • 

. •· ·.,r" ." ' \ ' ., 

:'·; the .~u:t\reill ~~c~ - co~~rage -· 0t :\ ne - M~~ ican Ai:q).or{- by -- ·• · 
. . . . . . . ' . ' . . . . ~ .. . - ,. . . 

. -· ' . 

- . :b o ththe -CI.A and - Mexican g ov e r nme nt, · it was d oubt 'f ul '-that 
. .. ·'" '. 
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the alleged activity involving the private twin-engined 

aircraft and passenger would have gone unnoticed or 

unreported had it occurred. (1977 CIA I.G._ Report, 

TAB B , p . l 2 . ) 

Presumably, the discrepancies pointed out by the 

Inspector General are meant to explain the fact that 

the Cii did not take more aggressive investigative 

steps to ascertain whether there might have been some 

conhection between the delayed flight and the assassina-

tion of John F. Kennedy. In that regard, the 1977 In-

spector General report explains that the Agency had car-

ried the lead as far as it was able by reviewing the 

surveillance file of the LIFRE and LIENVOY operations and 

asking the Mexican surveillance tea~ (LITEMFO) about 

any strange occurrences at the airport on November 22, 

~ . . . .. .. ·. ::: 
3

~I~ ~: Al:::
7o:G a:::::t:o P ~~::~e:a:ri: La ::::v:::ut ;~e • · 

1·· . · · · 'ar.~I~ectl j,fq.ei ~~:iil _cC~~Il~ 'bi?hL:;~:~uhJ.iie~~ni~~ :: , ' . · · . · .· •· 

·~ ';' 'ii. :;~.~{ ~~?:~~: 1~!'.:':":;14'£r:JS."i~~er, th~ .f~i ~y.~e,~of:~ :he . c~~ t'; , ... · 
' .t_ake .mqre :s·eriously;:: .the. . sl.isptcioris' ) ::i:t_ -tlie sour~e~ .and·_ : 

·: · . :·, ·~· .••' "'." ~:~.";. : .. ·.~·; , -;,l· /-"· .::/·: -, ~-.·~ ·/: ; ': · ~:'~-··~-··: :•·: · • ' ·. ~ ;,.;:,,,> •· ·--; ,-,, ·, , r • .. ·-.·~ ·;.- . .. . • :_•'," : - •. ·-... ....... , · 

: f -.. most ~ imp~rtan.t."ri~ -:_·~t() ·.report what~y_ei : )nforma t i?n it . had 

to • the \t\fa'rren'. Commi's -sion··: : The· )n-spe"ctor :Genera-l's a ·t ,t .empts .· 

' ' 
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to denigrate the value of the information provided on 

the unidentified alleged Cubana Airlines and unidenti-

fied passenger do not diminish the apparent negligence 

of the agency in seriously pursuing the information as 

it was received. The CIA is not to be faulted for the 

strength of its intelligence gathering, but rather 

for the judgement which kept that intelligence from the 

Warren Commission. (The Warren Commission was mandated 

to pass on the strength of exactly that kind of informa-

tion.) 

Depsite what is now know about the alleged delay 

of the Cubana Airlines flight and the unidentified pas-

senger, the ~\Tarren Commission may have wanted to abrigate 

suspicions which would remain, and satisfy itself that 

these circumstances did not indicate foreign involvement 

Jin ".th~;·a~sassination. The CIA contributed to> those 
,-. -·---~---~~- ;- ,. - .. 

_suspic'ic)n·s· by 
- ,. ··· ... · .. _,, · . . ,. , ; 

·-· 
CIA};1.~Sided to·. forego passing information Warren 

Ciossified by deriva~ion: .. 
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Commission out of a desire to not lay bare extremely 

sensitive sources and methods of intelligence. The 

LIENVOY and LIFIRE operations fall within that category. 
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