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---=------------ ~ c--. - sTrvia Duran 
I 

.0"- _) r;· j_ . . 

'' wfien President John F. Kennedy was assassinated 

on November 22, 1963, the United States investigative 

agencies--FBI, CIA, Secret Service, etc.--were asked t6 

investigate the assassination. When the Centrai Intelli~ 
~ \_~Mt:.mbt~t.!.d. · 

gence Agency Mexico City Station~ · ti that Lee Harvey 

Oswald had visited Mexico City during late September 

and early October, it reviewed the electronic surveil-

lance files and found evidence of phone calls to the 

Soviet Embassy made Beptember 27th, Sep·tember 28th, and 
' (.Cj{~ 
. ~ I 

/ . 

October 1st_, __ that" could ha~e ! been made by Oswald. j 
l . ,--- · - · · - - -~· - · -:=· ====~--------., 

Review of the electro-

ic~urveilla~~e· --f"i-les also produced ~one calls on 

September 27, 1963 between the Russian Consul and Silvia 

Duran, a secretary at the Cuban Consulate, where Oswald 
lAJ ~- -. . . ..,... c.•c. WF ill! -.dr#iifmd~maa~~n d1scussed. . 

In addi~ion, the Mexico City Sta-

tion found a September 28, 1963 phone call from Silvia 
I~ 

Duran to the Soviet · Consulate.c~ · where Silvia Duran stated 
. . . 0 . . . 

that there -.:,..;asan . Am~rican citlz€m· ·at the Cuban Consulate 

. _ ·_. wh~ :had~ ~j;~-vio1Jsly v~_s-i~ed the· _ ; ~:~vie_ t 26ns~la't~:;c{ - · d-' .. ,. ,.::,,::.< , . <:·<·--_-- I 

--c--: a_l_i_• .. -w..,..a'""'_-.-s-. -:-rr--:ta-.-de on 6ct~ber g, .{96 3 where ~e\ :::::e:~~ne . .: ~ . • , .~2;J 
; .· . -> ' . ' . ''"~ 

osv.;rald identified: himself V?as : also found.: 

\ 
\ 

: NW 53080 Docid:32271384 Page 2 



----~~·----·-

'--- ----

-- · ·-----~-----· 

.-\:4-
ON IVC>V'£Me,t,R Z:J_) ·iq~ "3 
"" lb r '!i[ L, the Mexico City Station determined 

that it would request the Mexican government---with whom 

it had a good relationship--to arrest Silvia Duran (as 

Silvia Duran was a Mexican citizen, she did not have d_i-

plomatic immunity) because she might shed some light on 

d . h .. ~ the circumstances surroun lng t e assasslnatlon. 

The Mexico City Station sent a note to the gober-

nacion head, Luis Echevarria, with Silvia Duran's ad-

dress, her mother's address, her brother's address, her 

license plate number, her home phone number, her place 

~, of work and a reque~t that she be arrested im..'Uediately. 

____ _;he Mexico City St::n 

also suggested that Duran be held incommunicado unt'il 
"'/: (.,., 

she could be questioned on the matter. T *S~ 

The Mexico City Station did not receive prior au-

thorization from CIA Headquarters 

~:- :~- .• --
- the ',c'Iai.des tine . n;Jafio!)Shi P :bett<een _ ber f~ in M.;,;;ican g~ : :C•L • : 

vern~ellt ~f fie L>Is \11?\f the· Cil\f ~£-Jt~V~l~sed -- -. 

·that Americans were· behind Duran's ar'rest ...... (~~;.Le euF·ii!-E9.fl 
- . >t. n 
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I 

--~~~. ' ·---·--·--:-:------------/11 v \ :ro~.f\l_..S~'(..\so . .Jh.~ f'\~t c.~ bP..tH\>~""----· ..--:-"' ....... . ' .~ """e~~;: ~~~' :~ ~~!,.;'!) '"""hn• !leittiS]Sfie:.;e,til , •<t:fa fi aM~ 
J ~at~gl~~~uarters, telephoned Winston Scott, the ~/ CI"""Y 

~ ~ MexicoVChief of Station, requesting that Silvia Duran 

~ "'J .6<!t..l~t!> 
not be arrested. (illsi8s) Scott told 'Whitten that he 

could not rescind the request)and that Headquarters should 

already have received a cable stating that Silvia Duran 
_,_r,1V 

had been arrested. ~iils-.) After Winston Scott's con-

versation with~ Scott called Luis Echevarria 

and stated that the Mexico City Station desired that all 

information received from Duran be forwarded immediately 

to the Mexico City Station
1

and that her arrest and state-

- (.,~""' --~~~~==~------' ments not be communicated to any leftist groups.~ 

.•..•. c;}.oP '~QY,<>inbe} f2J .•• 19 6 3· ,' thf·MexiCgry ~(>'(ernmen t·· for~ "~: , ; ;i ~.;·~~,t\:~ 
' ' "'"rd:O.d to .£~e 1'1~xit() 2itY s·t:..~t: a ci.ipy of Silvia Du~ < 

' .<'nih's. 't';;n-pa'ge signed statement7' •
0 

.iliiee 

~-----
' 
i -----------~--======~~==~======== =====--~--~------~ 
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r Kennedy might have been assassinated for racial reasons. 
I 

When she became aware that the assassin was Lee Harvey 

Oswald, she ascertained that it was tbe same man who 

approximately two months prior had been to the Cuban Con-

sulate to solicit an intransit visa to Russia. Having 

taken his name from the special documentation he presented 

she knew that he was married to a Russian woman and be-
. ·"'.) 
~ ' longed to the "Fair Play for Cuban Committee." She 
~ 
~ 
~ 

[ 
~ 
<~. 

-~ 
~~ 

8 
.. \ 

checked the data in the Consulate archvies and became 

certain that it was the same individual who was blonde, 

short, dressed unelegantly and whose face turned red 

when angry. The Consul had denied the visa because to 

obtain an intransit visa from the Cuban government, it 

was imperative that he previously obtain a visa from the 

Soviet Consulate. Since obtaining a visa from the So-

viets ~oak four months and Oswald's Mexican visa expired 

soonkOswald became .excited and Duran had to call the Con­

sul who had an argum~_nt with him. The only aid she could 
~ - , . -· . 

,give : Oswald was ad-Jisl~g· that he see" :E}:)e Soviet Consul I 

, ... ~ . ... -; •• 1\!~~,~~';f~~:~ !~~,,~~~'!0~e;n~:~~r:~~~f}!:~::f~!~~cif2~:'iit • 
·. ; t~HQ§iCO\( ;>which \vould -·take- }:our months · That · afternoon, - .· '.: .,_ . 
J ,.:·:o::·:: ' ~: ··:·. ·· .. '· ' ":: : •. '':: . ;: ·.·: ,c : ... .". ... : . . · ". . . : . . >· ... -. . .• .:·· . 

--· Oswi:dd returned to .the .Cuban: Consulate .. and :Silvia -Duran ' ":···· . : . 
',-- - 'h A . • ,. , . . 

,- _ • • .. , ' '' · V) 

confirmed that· hecould get. a CuJ:?ari visa on_~Y. . ?f"t_~~ he 
~ --

-------'"~~· 

rec e ived a Russian visa~ She gave Oswald her name 

I 
I. 
I 
I 

~ ·and business phone numbe r but never gave him her ad-
'v) , 
/ i dress because she had no reason t<D> give it to him. 

~· I She knew that phoning the Soviet Consulate was not one 

~ of her duties and that if she did so she did it only 

:t~' I to help Oswald. She gave Oswald her business phone 

1'-11 ( number only because he would have to call subsequently 

to check whether he had obtained a visa. He n~ call_ed 
\ . - ----·- - --

\ t~back. iiJ jfJ'l-~ 
~ 

,./ 
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~ 
vernment alleged that she was attempting to leave Mexico 

I c.,'lct U,.. 

-7' • • :!::::b. ..... I II . . for travel to Havana. ('1871 2 lliii!!Sil _ICJ££!" C?Pt&n;;m.-n 

Iss By j D"#S'~R Ni gmJss ZIMlpwlDGJ; UiiHI ?lfi; Cfli 11190.) 

According to the Mexican officials who detained Duran a 
£.,H 

second time, there \vas no addition to her story :f (f81J le 

f 11 s@i.JI81 ~ L t . hJ • I Hei¥ fh i*Aill PlM!!J * 1 f! ' 1 D 6 <L. 

ttEW 7 Q ?Jii i m-OJ\ Me e E L 

The Mexico City Station forwarded Duran's ten-page 
. "1<>o · : . 

. ~, - - ·' . sign_ed . statemen·t to h~adqua:r-ters on :_November 27' · 1963. .· . 
. . . ~ · .. _ •.. --~ 

. .. -(- .. · J' . .. . ~~- .; C~_l; I¥-~~~*!''*.' . . 1 .• ~l--~~tJ7 ?~ 

··'c;_;~,;!{~:·~~:,:o:f!!:ittt.!\?::;t['0~ :_:I. 
. . -,: f6'i_~oJ~.rig ·: ;day/H~-a~,~~-"\~~ei~ sent : a . clarification . sable -to 

:_,· · ,. : : 't.h'e :.· Me~i-co , city . S~a-tj,o~<s~k-~rtg to i~~~re·):.h~:t · · neit_b_~:r~~~':::__--~_..:_~=~ 
~~-- ~~-- -- .. ·· - . . . . . . ···- .. . . -... ,- - -· ~~ \.,-i-\\~.5/tN% 

' :·:I Silvia Duran nor the Cubans · would have a basis for~ 

'1 
' 

' r 

r·: 

.. , . -
. (. 

~#R}tl4 tha ·t ·the Americans were behind her rearrest. 

~The cable stated, "We want the to 

take the responsibility for the 

h & UQ liM? 1 
8J!IS tu !!«·a Hsczie;g 9@:~} ~tat!i:en, Ne~ 

•• 119110 1& ha.ili ~ i I) @~ Hi S; EdiiiWHole~, eff4fl~ 

When the Central Intelligence Agency began to 

work with the Warren Commission, Headquarters ,· cabled . 

the Mexico City Station that~lan in passing ~n­
formation to the Warren Commission was to eliminate men-

tion of telephone taps in order to protect their con­,o.,. 
tinuing operations. (CIJ.0able~~,s~~ 

~~==· l'e"e, L...,a &D2)· Headquarters cabled 

that;ti6 would rely on Silvia Duran's statements and on 

· ,: ~: the Co~sular files which the · Soviets · gave the : State De-
. . ~,.3 · :·· ~ ·· .-····._. ·. . . ·~ . . . . . 

· _:. - pa/tmel1t. ~-(~_ ri~7) _ ; .• -JH~adqua~_ters · stre~? -~4 ···· __ that : e~ ctG.t:, 

· • ~d'~t~:ti~~ {;:~ ~~i~& ~i~d · , ~~m .~~r~~L-;z~~*';r:± T~x~~ ;; ~~>eJi~". :c, 
.- '.'c~;Jif ~tio~ ~i~n ~{.in )1:9 cra~·ti;a ss y~ -9,~ >Jhai: ··. s i 1 Via oli:: __ :·· 

~ -- · ~~~- arid. :bther' ~-f~~6:~a_~ ~id ;_about : Os~1ald' s vis I tsand ',c·, :: 

· . .-·: - ~ "'- - ... .;;; -~.-.....-· . - ~'-_ .. ~ "' '. : :. 

.. -his dealings would ' i)~ · valuabi~ and ·usable .c'cirroborative 
1$· 53.080 ... pocid: 32271~:04'/ p~e 6 
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