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AGAINS T FIDEL CASTRD

Introductlon

The attempt of the United States goVernment

to assassinate Cuban premier Fidel Castro as well

'as other foreign leaders during the turbulent decade

of the 1960s shocked and disgusted the'American
c1tlzen._ When sources disclosed that the Central
Intelllgence Agency (herelnafter_"CIA") 1ntentlonally -

solicited and recelved the a551stance of varloua

_members of organized crlme, La Cosa Noetra, in the

. Lgmgr .
.,A,B"‘-' SR '»‘-‘f’ TRy, .

furtherance of such plots, more outrage prevalled
\

ClVlllzed soc1ety 51mply did not and does not condone.;"

_such acts as a legltlmate 1nstrument of forelgn

pollcy.x There is no excuse; no ratronallzatlon,
| Theheffect and influence of these:actions
did not stop, however, with 1nvok1ng the dlsdaln of
the Amerlcan oubllc and world. These as sa531natlon
attempts gave blrth to the hauntlng theory that
Fidel Castro orchestrated the aSsa551natlon_of

President John F. Kennedy in defensive retaiiation

for the plots on his life.
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© conclusions.

In its Final Report published in April,

1976,~the-Senate'Select'Committee to:Study Governmental

Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities
(hereinafter "ssc') responded to this theory.

In this Report, the SSC focused on two operatlons

. of the CIA which may have provoked Cas tro 1nto

retallatlon.- First, the SSC docomented the joint
effort of the CIA and Organized Ctime to eliminate-
Cestro. Second,Athe SSsC examined the naturefand extent
of the CIA AMLASH operatioﬁ._ TheiSSC concluded_its

analysis with the statement that "/t/he Committee

~believes the investigation should continue in certain

areas, and for that reason does not reach any final

Ill

This analysis is. an attempt to make such

. conclusions. It is not the purpose of the remainder.'

every

of this material toigﬁti}" review bize detallq of

the CIA-Mafia'plotsEor of the AMLASH operatlon, to .

resolve all of the conflicting viewpoints of the

- 8SC and the CIA 1n regard to the 1mportance of the
. various operatlons, or to sub;ect anyone to moral

.tongue—lashlng.2 Instead, this material first seeks’

.\




to present a comprehensive review of the CIA
.fgoperetion AMLASH and of the inVolvement‘orbpotential
involvement of organized crime in the CIA operations
ageinst Cestrovduring 1960-1963. From this review
. certain §é§§§§é§$@ and conclu81ons are then drawn
concernlng the nature,rsccpe,,and ramifications of
these operations. | ‘ N
II. BACKGROUND MATERIAL —"RELEVANT SU.MMARY--

A. CIA-Mafia Plots

The genesis of the»utiliéation of the United
States criminal syndicate by the‘CIA tO»attempt te
~ assassinate Castro 1s placed by the 1967 Report of the'
Inspector General as occurrlng durlng a conversatlon

between the Deouty Dlrector of Plans, Rlchard Blssell
'3

- and the Dlrector of Securlty, Colonel Sheffleld Edwards.
\k€

These plots extended fromAl960 untll early 1963 and

can be divided into two stages. ¢ The flrst stage

(%{Wd\_ . occurred from August 1960 untll Aprll 1961, and o
'K}_:” S@* . can best be termed as Phase I or the\nre Bay of Plgs

period. From Aorll 1961 until late 1961 . the CIA

6
takes the p051tlon that the plots were dormant.
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In late 1961 the CIA decided to‘renewl
the CIA*Mafia plots, then creating Phase II, and
~ ./ kept them active until late 1962 or early 1963.
During the initial stages of’ Phase I, Edwards ,
assigned the specific task of locating the proper |
persons to assassinate.Castro to & ; L‘ m"

@¥sqnpell, who-wae Chief of the Operational Support

Division of the Office of Security. Both men
| A Opmten| CopunlClov
agreed that pvo ===y should contact Robert A Maheu,

whom the CIA had prev1ously used in several covert

0perations, to recruit the necessary Dersonnel 9
' : = v A
Maheu subsequently contacted Roselli, who

Co wky cheed -
in turn reerw&teé—two persons 1nitzall}*kno wn: to -

e\ S 354’1 CL:@‘ 11 L o
= Ve(gaﬁzﬁﬂ_saysj K

dﬁﬁﬁim.as "Sam Gold" and "Joe.
he, along with Maheu, later discovered‘the-true identities‘

of these persons to be Sam Giancana and Santo Trafficante,

respectlvely 12 . _ l.. . e 3 - |
After meeting several times in Miaml and de01d1ng

Auoon p01son plllS as the method of assaSSinatJon, the

1967 IG Report cgjtends that Trafficante made the ‘

arrangements for.the assassination of Castro‘with

~one-of his contacts inside Cuba on one of the trips.




13

he allegedly made to Havana, Cuba. This contact

was J«aa=@eta—~a Cuban official who held a position

close to Castro.14

.The 1967 IG Report' then states that ‘Roselli

15"

-passed the pllls to Tr aFflcante "Roselli subsequently

. v G offreay)
told O Connell th t the pllls were dellvered te—eséea
(- e N
16

in Cuba. ST apparently retalned the pllls for

a few weeks and then returned them since he was unable (N

~to fulfill any‘plan.l? &m&a_was no 1onger in a'

position to klll Castro because he had lost hlS Cuban

post. : - , -
: A\ éﬁﬂnu. G;z\\\ |
- . Vith Gessa unable to perform,the s icate o

. 'AﬂiG#W%WfW gymwtﬁbw

looked elsewhere. Roselli next told O -c==m

sometime during early 1961, that Trafflcante knew

a man promlnent in the Cuban ex11e movement who

could accompllsh the job
: 19 - - _
rEgeehe ' fter rece1v1ng approval Trafftcante

'Ln Clv’k)v\ GJH“\Q ’§

approached Verorn about assa351nat1ng Castro and

orde Laaks - 20
reported that Ve@@ne'was rece tlve. The 1967 IG
pqﬂ?w) )

Report states that @dGecnmcis aggin dlstrlbuted pllls

N enle ‘8\3’».1.,

whlch eventually reached Veeis@mar .




This activity'concluded'the,pre—Baylof

Pigs phase of the plots. - The 1967‘iGR does not
. o A/ 7,1/.‘,(/{" A , . 7 v )
document anypattempt to Fagi= — ST,

e administer ‘the
pillS'tO Castro.

The 1967 IGR relates that after a perlod
22 o
of apparent dormancy, Bissell dlrected Wllllam :

Harvey 1n approx1mate1y November of 1961 to o
230\ 0 M‘%ﬂ” o ’ﬁ"c’ﬁﬁ@#
reactlvate the CIA-Mafia plots. | Gaeeonwesds therefore
, 24 -
1ntroduced Harvey to Roselll A During this phase,

the CIA decided against using Giahcana,orATréfficante;

inStead a person.referred to as WMﬁ@E@Wientered the
~plot as the person who would help prov1de Castro
- 25
contacts. =~ In addition, the plots Stlll utlllzed

N (..«Jo\v\ ‘0)-@ ((2\.64#‘
_the services of Andconicmdemiiyd -

Even though the plots no,lenger included

. ' \qb‘\% Trafficante and Giancana, the CIA admifted that
y <(VJ, RS ’i' ' Roselll most likely kept them informed. . @%@“EEA"T
. _ . Yoeps :
_%A/QYD: ,\:yﬂ\\ UCX @gzaa§~kn7§he 1967 IGRAthat "/i/t would be naive
APV ) . 3 )
é&(rnvﬁﬁym % ' to assume that Roselli did not take the precautLon of
7  qu v , e;lnformlng hlgher ups in the syndlcate that he was -
ars oOv e
T e
,'kr ' {ég . working in a terrltory con51dered to be thD Drlvate
© o ) . . )
s

N e L

4:32273546 _Page 7




Y

| . | : 27
domain of'someone else in the syndicate." .

In June £ 1962 Poselll reported.toVHarvey

that Verora dispatched a three-man team into Cuba

- with thekgeneral'assignment of recruiting,others
to kill Castro,‘and,-if the opportunity arose, to
- ' 28
kill him themsleves, maybe through the use of pills.

In September of 1962, Roselli reported to Harvey

in Miami that the "medicine" was reported in place,

e eglle { &W

that the three—man team was safe, and that Yenema

was prepared to dispatch another threefman team -

to infiltrate Castro's bodyguard.29~ In December,
"1962 Roselll and Harvey agreed that not much seemed te,

be occurring and by February, 1963, Harvey termlnated
S o3, 30 .
the plets.

B. The Las Vegas Wiretap Incident

- The 1967 IGR also mentioned an event that
ﬁoecurred during fhaeehl_of thevCIA—Mafia plots which i
aresulted‘in the firet_dieeemination of thevaetaiig

of_the plot to persons other than the‘onesAinVolved
- in the operatioh. On October 31,_1960 'Lae Vegas
police'arrested Arthur J Balletti, an employee of a

Florlda 1nvestlgator named Edward DuB01s, for‘p1a01ng

_HW 53080 Docld:32273546 Pa




: _ : o : 31
an electronic bug .in a hotel room in Las Vegas.

Subsequent investigation determined that Robert A.
Maheu authorlzed the surveillance and p0551bly the

w1retap of the subject 1nvolved and that.Maheu(;gégggz;J
‘acted on behalf of Giancana and the CIA.3Z | |
The v1olatlon of the w1retap statuteplaeed

the case under federal jurlsdlctlon and the FBI soen
began an 1nvestlgatlon;’ In the course of this
'investigation, Maheu infermed the FBi that'he‘
instituted the surveillance on behalf of CIAveffortsJ“
‘to obtain Cuban lntelllgence through the hoodlum
element, 1nclud1ng Glancana.33 In its’ efforts to

~ prevent the prosecution ovaalletti;_Maheu,'and an .-
unidentified indiyidhal known as J. w; Hatrieen}_theA'
CiA eventually told the Justice Department the aetailé
of Phase I of the CIA—Mafla ploto to klll Castrogwgzﬁmr :

Tl ok atcmyadel :
~S2Lire- can kmst be related through the Follow1ng

'HW 53080 DocId:32273546 Page 9
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memorandum from J. Edgar Hoover to Attorney
' 34
*. General Ramsev Clarh /quoted in part/

Blank letterhead memorandum . 3= 6 67

TO: Attorney General
FROM: Director, FBI -

TOP SECRET

'/Attorney General Robert Kennedy/ 1nd1cated

that a few days prior to /5-9- 62/ he had been
advised by the CIA that Robert A. Maheu had

been hired by the CIA to approach Sam Giancana
with a proposition of paying $150,000 to hire
gunmen to go into Cuba and kill Castro. He
further stated CIA admitted having assisted Maheu

" in making the "bugging" installation in Las Vegas

.. which uncovered this clandestine operation and foxr
this reason CIA could not afford to have any action
taken against Giancana or Maheu. Mr. Kennedy stated .
that upon learning CIA had not cleared its action
in hiring Maheu and Giancana with the Department of
Justice, he issued orders that the CIA should never
again take such steps without first checklng ' '
w1th the Department of Justice. -

Mr. Kennedy further advised that because of this
matter it would be very difficult to initiate any
prosecution against Giancana, as Giancana could
immediately bring out the fact the United,States
Government had approached him to arrange for the&’ .
assassination of Castro. He stated the same was
true concerning any action we might take against
Maheu for any violation in whlch he mlght become
involved.
: ' _ mud@m
In summary, the Las Vegas w1retap RS e 7= e s o

forced. the CIA to acknowledge the eXLStence of the

CIA Mafla plots to non-CIA government off1c1als

ea,JEVVED BY FBVJFK TASK FORCE

o Msepdd . GuB
WA RELEASE INFULL- . -
‘[0 RELEASE IN PART

D3 TOTAL DENIAL ~

HW 53080 DocId:32273546 Page 1[]
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“and provided the first occasion for participants
to manipulate the operation to prevent prosecution.

C. Robert Maheu and the Long Committee

The next major event»related to the CIA-
Mafia plots occurred in11966 whenhMaheu used his
involvement with_the CIA to avoia testifying before
Senator Edward Long'shCommittee which wasbinvestigatinéi
invasions of privacy.35 The attorney for Mahue,

. Edward Pierpont Morgan, informed the House‘Select
Commlttee on Assa551natlons (herelnafter the "Committee"j'
that Maheu contacted him durlng the fall of 1966 and |
sald he Was g01ng to be called before the Long H
Committee in conjunction w1th the Morganthau 1nveet1ga-

?)(9353__
tion. Maheu then 1nformed_Morgan of the plots and
suggested'that eny testiﬁony'might neqéssarily revealthighj

- previous covert activities‘with the Cii.ggb Morgan |
then contacted‘Senator Long and Lawrence Houston, the
General Counsel'to.the CIA,.to reiterate Maheu's.
concerns in an apparently successful effort to bloch

“85€k38
any testlmony

HW¥ 53080 DocIld:32273546 Page 11




D. TRoselli Efforts to Avoid Prosecution

The SSC related that in May, 1966, the FBI
. e N\ . _
threatened to deport Roselli %for living in the

United States under an assumed name unless. he a
ST
cooperated in an 1nvestlgatlon of the Maflaf
The SSC then. states that Roselli contacted Edwards
who subsequently spoke to the FBI in regard to
_ , 384D .
' Roselli. .
The S5C reports that Roselli again contacted
CIA sources in an effort to thwart prosecutlon when
Roselli was arrested for fraudulent gambling act1v1t1es
41 -39~ :
at the Frlars Club in Beverly Hllls in 1967. Roselli
2contacted Harvey, who was no longer a CIA employee, '
BTy s veass ey,
to represent him. Harvey subsequently attempteda ,y
to 1nfluence the CIA 1nto preventlng the prosecutlon.
The Justlce Deoartment however, subsequently conv1cted »
‘Roselll for a violation of the 1nterstate gambllng

4244

laws.

HW 53080  DocId:32273546 Page 12
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E. Debut of the Retaliation Theory

The genesis of this theory can be attributed {7

¢

.~ to an interview that Premier Castro held on

‘PocId:32273546

‘Page 13 i e et it

September:7, 1963,with Aesociated Press reporter
Daniei Harker. 1In that interview, Castro warned
against the United States "iiﬁgng terroriet élang
to eliminate Cuban leaders." . He etated, according
to Harker, that United States leaders would be in danger.;
1% 5 they<§f§moted any attemptfto'eliminate thevleaderev
.of_Cubanoln early Januar§?xEdward_Morgan approached
Drew fearson, related the background of the'piots,
posed the p0551b111ty that the plots could have provoked
a Castro retallatlon,and asked Pearson to inform | o
) 4~ (no No. 439
Chlef Justlce Earl Warren of the ooeratlon.‘
Warren subsequently 1nformed‘Secret’Serv1ee Director_
James J. Rawley whotin turh notifiedfthe-FBI;§§~ Morgan"

1nformed the Commlttee that Roselli 1n1t1ally aobroached

him complalnlng of excessive FBI survelllance eveﬂgi}
3%

L4446,
since he had been 1nvolved in thlS patriotic venture.

Roselll also 1nformed Morgan that Castro had retaliated

for these’ plots by assa551nat1ng Preeldent Kennedy 359




Aw’g/

After receivingdthiS‘information the FBI ]
decided not to fnrther inves tigate the allegation.4qx
- Following the publication of the Jack Anderson
_and Drew Pearson articles of March 3 and 7, 1967,
'however, where the theory of retaliation first
~gained public notorlety, President Johnson ordered
rv_the FBI to investlgate the matter 4’S_L‘vThe FBI
consequently interv1ewed Edward Morqan ‘on March 20,
‘l9é;.%g ‘Morgan informed the FBI that he.represented
clients that were reasonable individuals who entered
‘into a project that they understood to have high »
. governmental backing and Wthh 1nvolved the assaSSLna—
tion of Fidel Caséio.sﬁ. Morgan then stated that his
.clients had reason to sdsbect that Cestro.learned;
of these plots and killed President Kennedy 1n
retaliation:5 |
The'FBI'investigetion resulted in President
Johnson acquiring a personel'interest in the K
retallation theory whlch prompted CIiAa Director Richarg?.;l~
. Sh

Helms to prepare a report on the_assa551natlon plots.

F. 1967 IGR

HW 53080 DocId:32273546 Page 14
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'On March 23, 1967 Director HelmS'ordered

... the CIA Inspcctor General to prepare a report on

HW 53080 DocId:32273546

: G. _Anderson_Articles-

: 5/ 53,
the CIA assa551natlon plots. " This report detailed

the accounts of varlous C>I“AS o;ogratlons agalnst %&V\»
1ncludlng an analy51s of the CIA~Organlzed Crlme
plots and the AMLASH operatlon. The IGR also
‘examined the 1960 Las Vegas w1retap 1nc1dent.

In reference to the AMLASH operation, thev
IGR related AMLASH s activities in Madrld Spaln

in late 1964 and early 1965, where AMLASH was meeting :’

_ 55 54 .
w1th Manuel Artlme. 'The IGR further noted that

Rafael Garc1a -Bongo, a former lawyer for Santo .7 é;
Trafflcante, was’ in Madrld Spaln in March 1965.‘

Bongo clalmed to be in- contact with d1551dent Cuban
56043 5
mllltary leaders, 1nclud1ng AMLASH.

In 1971, Anderson once again published
information promoting the retaliation,theory in two
articles-dated January 18 and 19. bThese artioles.’
exhibited more detail, ‘relating that several assa831ns
made 1t to a rooftop w1th1n shooLlng dlstance of'

Castro before being apprehended,  that thls event'

Fage 15




occﬁfred in laté February or eérly.March, 1963,

~ that Robert Kennedy at leagt condoned the CIA-
Mafia piots, and that Roselli deliyeréd poison

- pills to be uged_in killing Castro to a COhtact ét o

| , B
the Miami Beach Fountainbleu Hotel on Maxch 13, 1961.

H. Roselli deportation

‘In 1971, the same year that Anderson released -
additional information on the plots, the CIA contacted

the Immigration and Naturalization Service, Department i"

'JT of Justice, in an attempt to prevent information on
' cia operations from being disclosed in the event INS e
A 57 &2

brought déportation'pﬁoééedings ggainsﬁ Roselli.
The SSC stated in itéjiﬁtéfim Report; released in -
November, 1975, that the deportation}é:def,was étill 
in the'processvof'beiﬁg litigated;sgéfin:Augusf;_ : N
1976, auﬁhdrities'diécovéréd'ﬁoselli‘s butchered'

_ body~stuff§g in'an oii'drum and flpatipg iﬁ Miamg}s
,Biscayne'Baf,B?q His cblléagﬁe in the plot§ t6 kill
Castro, Sam7Giancaha; ha@ beén shot to aeaﬁh in |

hi's- home in June, 1975 M
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The Senate Select Committee To Study
-Governmental Operations with Respect to
.Intelligence Act1v1t1es

In connection With its mandate to investigate

‘the full range of governmental 1ntelligence activities,

the SSC "examined the performance of the intelligence

agen01es in conducting their investigation of the,
'assa531nation and their relationshlp to. the Warren

B bio
Comm1351on."‘ In Aoril 1976, the SSC published

et e T e
b

5

s

its Final Report (Book V) which in essence faulted

T

the CIA for 1ts errors of omission 1n not informing

ey A
aﬁé?

the Warren Commission of the CIA® s(én—g01nq plots
against the revolutionary government in Cuba “and . .
/:&attempts on the life of the premier, Fidel Castro.'
| After reviewing the details of the CIA~Maf1a

plots, the SSC statea that "Caetrorﬁrobably.wonld.

not have been certain that the CIA was behind the'
underworld attemots" and that it would have.been

‘unlikely that Castro would have distinguished the

the CIA'piots with the unaerworla.from‘any plots

sponsored- by the Cuban,exiie community and not



o 7

62&ff
affiliated in any way w1th the CIA. (")?

The SSC 1dent1fled the AMLASH" operatwon,/

however, as being "clearly dlfferent"bfrom the under-
L 63 _
world plots. The SSC stated that AMLASH was in
Mm

progress at the time of the assassination, that it_

could clearly be traced to the CIA, and that AMLASH's

‘\/D : proposal for aad been endorsed by the CIA,
64 -64-

the initial step being the assa551natlon of Castro.,
."—'M ' -
ThevSSC cautioned, however,_that.itisaw "no~evidence.

_that Fidel Castro or others in the Cuban goﬁernment
plotted President. Kennedy S assass1natlgn in retallatlon
for U. S. operations against Cuba." 657

As related in'the IntrOduction:to‘this'material,

the ssc did not'reach‘any.conclusion because it ‘

. believed additional, 1nvest1gat10n needed to occur
TRSK _FoftE gjrr*:%

J. The CIA 1977 Waes o gwe

Stung. by the Senate criticism and the rlppJJng-
effect that Book V caused in the medla, the cia -
' 1977 2
prepared a comprehen51ve report in kﬁ%&-dﬂ51gned

to 'r, at least within the CIA, the critical

questlons postulated in the SsC Flnal Report

B 33080 DocId:32273546 Page 18.
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. K , ) -
The Fs## %5® identifies a principal theme

of Book V as the possibility that Castro retaliated

_against the United States for attempts on his life

.and that the CIA operations may have specifioally

e L.
caused any such actlons by Castro In responding

to‘this theory the CIA_decided to perform the

' following: ' ' O

1)  to conduct a fulldreview of information

: and operations,égsthe Cuban target to
identify any activity that might relate -
-to the assassination of President Kennedy, -
and C ' :

2) . to review the possibility that CIA

’ activities against Cuba did, by their
nature, cause Castro to order the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy. TR :

{2,

"~ The details of the _are thoroughiy

'related in this material because no source has

prev1ously publlcly released them.
l.‘ Syndlcate Operatlons - ‘ - %3__ e
| Before analy21ng the AMLASH operatlons, the

CIA flrst related new con51aeratlons pertalnlng to the

TER

syndlcate operatlons. The I@E;refers to a series

of artlcles wrltten by Paul Meskill and appearlng

- in the New York Daily News in Aprll 1975

" In these articles Mesk111 descrlbed how
'Qi:a'”}

Frank Fiorini, gume known as Sturgls, allegedly '

Tt A A IO




»i
192
recruited Marie. Lorenz to soy on Castro. -and
how Sturgis knew Jummes@m=tn and planned to use him
1y 193,

‘ 1n a bombing assa551natlon of Castro Meskill '
asserted that‘Sturgls clalmed he had been a hired
operat%ff)for the CIA for at least a decade and that
Sturgis was in touch with all the casino operators

. . \194~)‘2
in Havana durlng the period of the Castro takeover.
In another article on June 13,vl976, Meskill related:
the claim of Marie Lorenz'thatfiﬁ the fall of 1960

Frank Sturgis, acting for the'CIA, qave her two

capsules of poison powder Wthh she was to gprlnkle'

1\9&»**!
in some food or drink of Castro. . .
| TERC
The writers of the FoF3~FeRwwere qulte concerned
+rose.

with thessar assertlons because S@@@ﬂs name had

publlcly surfaced,in connectlon with a Castro assass1na—

(’(’\(.\Ll ‘k‘u"r’\ V\) ‘918“'1"": (D! /.‘-‘_?.

tion plot before the SSC S  the. c1a-
organlzed crime plots,am@7thns~the~aagrgnm65, 0
a\\i

polson*Castro4gawel ﬂﬁﬁ?dTﬁTIcTaT“caa?ﬁiTtastro-
'who maywhayeﬁnecelvedwkrckbackswﬁromrthemgambl1nq
LnthwgstSWAL%The p0551b111ty that ﬁm%a was Jnvolvedf
in assassination plots other than the CIA operatlonr

?
<also attracted the attentlon of the CIAK”’/

>
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'In reference to Sturgis' allegation that he

"had been a hired operator for the :CIA for a decade

-~

o — .
" the I9wd~ra® asserted that "he was inAcontact with

some of the CIA Cuban employees in the Miami area,.

but had no direct relationships with the Agency "

/M{L
The- iﬁ& recognizes that Sturgis, through hlS qambllng

act1v1t1es and relationships with varlous ca31no owners,
may quite possibly have known Oxba, and also raises

the question of whether'Sturgisrmay have been a source

of 1nformatlon to Castro regardlnq Cusbram S partlclpatlon
“198. ‘ ,

.in any assa581nat10n plot.

In reference to the Lorenz- Sturgls poison plll
-? F‘al_’ <

noted the 51m11ar1ty of thls plot -
ﬁJ memoTankiin TN g e g ind B 1<K Crsin 3199

to the details in Phe 18 October 1960 FBI mem@h““,

o A

=

The CIA concluded that thls October date 15 “toa early
for the cIA syndlcate operatlons and that therefore_‘
78k el

the syndlcate may have been actlng 1ndependently

The CIA also concluded that Antenae—deh&Egbﬂa"

the Cuban exile leader active in the CIA syndlcate

operatlons, may have already been actlve in DlOtS
' B2

w1th the Mafla when the CIA aoproached hlm

Page 21 .
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% The CIA cited two FBI memorandum as support.

o~

e

.- -First, a 21 December 1960 memorandum pertaining to
underworld support for some Cubans, and second, a
18 January 1961 memorandum relatlng an unconflrmed

report that Ussess was one of the Cubans recelv1ng
f\‘,‘ 3
‘support.

ﬁa-—v-—'—‘--j-

/

The CIAifurther acknowledged/that although
the. operatlon w1th the- Maflaéwas suspended after

the Bay of Pigs,: 1t appeared to still be in progress

e

2
when re~act1vated in Aprll ‘1962 %

'TTZR

The ZTBR summarlzed 1ts p051t10n concernlng

non~CIA sponsored syndlcate operations 1n/the following

passage:

'It is p0551b1e that CIA 31mply found’ _
~itself involved in providing addltlonal
resources for independent operations that

the syndicate already had underway.. / I/

a sense CIA may have been piggy-backing on
the syndicate and in addition to its material
contribution was also supplylng an ‘aura of 7
off1c1al sanctlon.gszt . :

2. AMLASH
T2
The ™8R states the SSC suggests that AMLASH

“was possibly a Castro.agent a551gned a provacatlon~~_¢th
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'_ mission‘whichvwould'then justify retaliation,.or,'
in the alterﬁatiVe,'that AMLASH was a security .
-risk'through which-details of the plotting’may"have
"surfaced to Castro thus prov1d1ng the impetus for
i7-86. TER

Drovocatlon. Addltlonally, the TER c1tes the

SSC as holdlng that in either case, AMLASH should

854
f ~oY
have been reported to the Warren Coimission. B gq_;
R e 788

The E%i.contends nelther theory is correct.
stating that the relationship between the‘CIA and
AMLASH before the death oftPresident Kennedy‘was so
"unsubstantiai and incenclueive that it provided no

| ”_ba81s for AMLASH/l ‘to feel that he had any tanglble
89v40 :
CIA,supoort for olottlng against Castro. ' ’
In support the ég;-proceeds to narrate the ‘
"Agency s understandlng of the operatlon On August 17, _t-
1962, the case offlcer for AMLASH reported that he |
."/has/ no 1ntentlon /of giving AMLASH/l/ phy51cal
ellmlnatlon m1551on as requ1rement but recognlze
this /as/ somethlng he cou}d or mlght try to carry ‘
;,rout on his. own 1n1t1atlon.L99\.Headquarters reglled

~
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the next day, "Strongly concur that no physlcal
. 917>~
elimination mission be given AMLASH/1." From

August 29, 1962 until September, 1963 the CIA states
921 '
,:»1t dld not have any. contact with AMLASH

On September 7, 1963 the CIA recelved the
follow1ng cable;

AMLASH still feels there only two ways
accomplish change either inside job or
invasion he realistic enough to realize
latter out of question. . According AMWHIP,
“AMLASH still awggtlng for U. S. reveal
plan of action.

m& ‘ ’ » . . . | L]
The notes that the SSC interpreted "inside job"

as referring to an operation againstjCastrO:c he CIA,‘I\

however, says it refers to a general

concerning
94 . TEE -
how to effect change.:'j The FF# also states that at- )
A
this point Book V sayS"“characterlzatlon of this phase , :
‘ 95 ' . :
of the AMLASH operatlon is dlsputed.f{o The CIA
QY\‘ i
CX.. contends that -any dispute only ebsEs In the eyes of the
: ~86 a7 :
= SSC.

CTFE

The %R next comments on an 1nterv1ew of

Castro by AP reporter Daniel Harker in whlch Castro

said that“antl-Castro terrorlsts‘had the support of
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U. S. leaders. The "TGR statesg 'that the Book V

‘~

implies that AMLASH/l may have.reported to Castromﬁj
>iWhatAthe.SSC_characterizedfas assassination plots.98
The CIA response is that "Castro's remarks at that
time could not have stemmed from anYthing said to
'AMLASH/l by CIA officers as they proposed nothlng ‘ .
and undertook nothing." (¢ | . " Qa,&( I

| On October 11, 1963 the case offlcer c R .

headquarters and said that AMLASH/l clalmed to have

. the necessary people ‘and. equipment to overthrow

_ | } 00 I w
Castro without U. S. assistance./d¢/. Oﬁ October uﬂﬂ
1963 Desmond Fltzgerald met AMLASH/l in Parls.gw

_ - Yecod$ ‘
At this meetlng the CIA maintains that Fltzgerald

rejected AMLASH's request for an assa551natlon weapOng
spe01flcally, a hlgh powered rlfle with a telescopic.
_ rea TE=

lens. 3 ? - The @i@ contends that at this p01nt 1t 5

was clear that AMLASH was 1nformed'that there would

be no U. S. a551stance untll after the fact,whrch
is contrary to the SSsC statement in Book V to the
‘ effect that it was uncertaln how AMLASH 1nterpreted

103
the put-off by Fitzgerald. o4
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On Novemberbi9 1963, Fit7gerald approved

' 1nform1ng AMLASH/1 that he would be glven a cache )

inside Cuba and that a hlgh -vowered rifle with a
: 104 o
scope’ would be 1ncluded upon request.:t- ‘On It :;ﬁ
o Ll
November 20 the case officer 1nformed AMLASH that 'ﬂﬁﬁb
s N
he would be receiving the meeting he requested. J
“T06
ThlS meeting occurred on November. 22.;u,

TER

The ¥R summarlzed the 51gn1f1cancc of these
contacts with AMLASH as related to the contentlons
in Book V in the following paesage:

-Whatever the relationship with'AMLASH/l
following the death of President.Kennedy,
there is every indication that during .
President Kennedy's life AMLASH/1 had no
"basis for believing that he had CIA support
for much of anything. ‘Were he a provocateur
reporting to Castro, or if he was merely
careless and leaked what he knew, he had no
factual basis for leaking or reporting aEg
actual CIA plot directed against Castro.zjz
Flnally, in reply to the ssc allegatlon that -
the CIA 1nadecuately responded to the Warren Comm1551on s -
request for all p0581ble relevant information, the

T
e observed:
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While one can understand tpday why the

Warren Commission limited/fits inquiry

to.normal avenues of invegstigation, it =
would have served to re-inform the.credibility

of its effort had it taken a broadexr view .

of the matter. CIA, too, could have considered

in specific terms what most saw in general

terms - the pOSSlblllty of Soviet or Cuban o
involvement in the assassination (JFK) because/off
of tensions of the time...The Agency should  _67
have taken broader initiatives, then, as well." ’

K. - Recent Anderson Articles

. gack
In September 1976 and October, 1978,%Anderson
again published articles which propounded the retaliation
. IT07H . - , - .
theoxry. /' 1In addition, for the first time Anderson

publicly revealed;that John Roselli served as his source

P

‘for the retaliation theory in all oF the articles s
'published through the years.

The September 7 1976 article appearing ‘in-

the Washington Post contains all components of the

retaliation,theory. This states:

Mafia mobster John Roselli may.
have taken the secret of the John F.
" Kennedy assassination with him to his

~death. He was brutally murdered a
few weeks ago, his hacked up body .
stuffed into an o0il drum and dumped

into Miami's Biscayne Bay.

Before he died, Roselli hinted to
associates that he knew whoc had arranged
President Kennedy's murder. It was the
same conspirators he suggested,whom he had
recruited earlier to kill Cuban Premier

. Fidel Castro. :

By Roselli's cryptic accodnt, Castro
learned the identity of the underworld
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‘contacts in Havana who had been trying
to knock him off. He believed, not
altogether without basis, that President
Kennedy. was behind the plot.:

The Cuban leader, as the supreme
irony, decided to turn the tables and
. use the same crowd to arrange Kennedy's
. assassination according to Roselli's
scenario. . To save their skins, the,
plotters 11ned up Lee Harvey Oswald to
pull the trlgger.

Roselll could never be pinned down

on names or details. ‘It was also difficult

to -assess whether he knew what he was talking
- about or whether he merely described what he
thought might have happened. Certainly there’

is no real evidence to support Roselli's '
story. ~ But there are enough curious circumstances
to justlfy telling it. Here are the facinating
highlights. : : : )

The ruggedly handsome Roselli,'a flamboyant
mobster with underworld contacts in Havana,
was recruited by the Central Intelligence Agency
~in 1960 to assassinate Castro. He had no :
authority, however, over the underworld elementu-
in Havana. o

, "They weré under the loose control of Florida's
Mafia chieftan, Santos Trafficante. His gambllng g
enterprises in Havana had been closed down
by Castro after the 1959 revolution. In fact,
Trafficante had been lodged for a period in a

“Cuban jail, an indignity that dldn t endear
‘Castro to him.

After Trafficante made it back to his _
Florida haunts, he left part of his organization -
behind in Havana. Some of his henchmen even '
managed to develop contacts in Castro's inner

- circle. These were the people Roselll wanted
.to use to knock off Castro.
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But Roselli didn't have the stature
inside the Mafia to make the necessary
arrangements with Trafficante. So
Roselli called in his patron, the Chlcago
godfather Same (Momo) Giancana, to deal
with Trafficante. :

As Roselli's associates tell it, He
persuaded Giancana that it would be to
their advantage to win the good will of
the CIA. Convinced, Giancana flew down to
Florlda to make the prellmlnary arrangements.

' Once Giancana and Trafflcante set it up,
Roselli used the Havana underworld to plot
Castro's demise. At first, they tried to plant
poison pills, supplied by the CIA, in Castro's
food. The pills would have made it appear that
he died of natural causes. When this failed,
snipers were dlspatched to a Havana rooftop.

They were caught

The word reached Roselll that some of the plotters S
-had been tortured and that Castro had learned about
-the. whole operatlon. ;

The CIA called off the Roselll operatlon in
March, 1963, but recruited a Castro associate,
Rolando Cubela, to murder Castro. o

. - In an impromptu, three-hour interview with
Associated Press reporter Daniel Harker, Castro
indicated that he knew about the attempts on hlS
“life and warned that U.. S. leaders also

H¥ 53080 DocId:32273546 FPage 31



mlght not be safe. That was Sept. 7,:
1963. ' o -

Accordihg to Roselli, Castro enlisted

the same underworld elements whom he had

caught plotting against him. They supposedly’
~ were Cubans from the old Trafficante organiza-

~tion. Working with Cuban intelligence, they

allegedly lined up an ex-Marine sharpshooter,

Lee Harvey Oswald, who had been active in the

pro-Castro movement. :

According to Roselli's version, Oswald

may have shot Kennedy or may have acted as a.
decoy while others ambushed him from closer.
range. When Oswald was picked up, Roselli
suggested, the underworld conspirators feared

" he would crack and disclose information that
might lead to them. This almost certainly would
have brought a mass1ve U. S. crackdown on the
Mafia. - S

So Jack Ruby was ordered to eliminate Oswald,
making it appear as an act of reprisal against
. the President's killer. At least this is how
Roselli exolalned the tragedy in Dallas. -

_ Several key CIA officials belleved that Castro
.~ was behind the Kennedy assa551natlon"' -

- It has also been established that Jack Rubv,
indeed, had been in Cuba and had connections-

in the Havana undexrworld. One CIA cable, -

dated Nov. 28, 1963, reported that "an American
gangster type named Ruby" had visited Trafficante
in his Cuban prison. " S - '
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III. ISSUE ANALYSIS

A. nPreface
C»C‘M v—-uﬁ;/" e

Thewpfi. investigated this materlal to

'determlne what conclusions can be ascertalned
concernlng the nature( scope, and remifications
of these operations. In this regard,:varieus
issﬁes'are,presented.in the following sections,
subjected to analysis, end then resolved acebrdinge-“" N
to availabieleﬁidence, probéble;noti&ations and
the most legical”inferencee.
, Cﬁppdﬂbk |
To fulfill this process, the HSEA rev1ewed

material from numerous governmental sources that_

pertained-to the persons and“operations_relevant o C?

-
v

~ to the ihvestigation. These personsvincluded-

1. John Roselli N 'e';mw—~pr1nc1pal in CIAJ6\C :
' : Com e operatlon o _k«/{ .
2. Santo Trafficante - pr;n01pallin CIA-0.C.
‘ ' S operation :
’ (:} Antonio de Verona : 7'principel in CIA-0.C.

~operation ¢

in CIA-O. ol

4. Sam Giancana

5. Robert Maheu .~ - principal in_CIA-d;C.
L PR, - operation -
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10.
11.
12.
13:
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.

20.

Michael McLaney

‘Samuel Benton

Norman Rothman

"John Martino

Edward P.»Morgap
Edward K. Mosé

Dino Cellini
Richard4Cain'

Charles Tourine
Rafael "Macho" Gener.
Eveiib Dﬁque Miyar
Jorge Alonso Pujbl
JoséphﬁShimoﬁ

Angelo Bruno - .

Sam Mannarino

1\_./". i B

o o 2 L
vag e rspRclon @u_* A




21.

22,

24,
25.
26.
ohe
28.

29.

30..

31,

32.

33. <

34.-

Kelly Mannarino

%Edward:Browder'

Joseph Mefola

Axrthur Balletti

Dominick Bartone

.Richard Helms

Jamee—o TOTTET

_Luié Balbueﬁa.Calzadiila
" AMLASH

William Alexander Morgan‘

Jﬁ%?—@%%&

Jack Andersoﬁ
Frank Sturgis
Fidel Castro

(Roselli attorneys)

!
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Whefevef applicable“and’dési:able, the %%ﬁﬁgeﬁfﬂxﬁ#l”
eithér interviewed or deposed these personsfor
A"éubpoenaed’them to 'give testimony befqré»Committee
 memberé.' | | | | t
| - The government sources where the E%EXCEwwﬁtbﬁd»

requested -and reviewed material were:

il.- Central Infelligence‘Agency
2. Federal Bureaﬁ of Investigation o ' _ :.f
3. Drug Eﬁforééhent Agency";. - |
4. Departmeht_of Defense
5. Department bf'State
6. De.partrﬁent o AICOhol,_ Tobagco and Firearms
7.. United Stétés Custoﬁs Service_v
8. Immigrétioﬁ andrNéturalizatidﬁ Service
9. United Staﬁés Sénaté'Coﬁmittee'QhVIntelligencé
“10. .Unifed States Secret Service |
11. _ChicagQ Crime Commission
- 12. Chicago Police Departmént
13.  New York Pélice'Department’

© . 14. Public Saféty Department; Organized_Crime.
"Bureau, "Dade County, Florida

15. Cuban Government




In the majority of instances, review

“of any material at these sources and any statements

\

from individuals were not pertinent to any

assassination plots agalnst castro, partlcularly

. cfyr‘d :
the CIA-Organized Crime e the AMLASH operatlons.

Further, almost all relevant information acquired
was already known through the ssc investigation
o and the CIA InspecLor General ReoortG’I’For this

reason the follownng analySLS represents concla51ons
‘ WS
prlncxpally derived from 1nformatlon subctantlvely

the same as that thch the SSC and CIA prev1ously

e s by £ B T
RSO

e l_t‘
M, Consequently, the Lﬁ%ﬁ~1nvestlgatlon

: g&%CTLtrxl*
resulLed 1n addltlonalqcorroboratlon of this 1nforma—
TOF

tion from a dlversnty of sources.ll} What remaingci -

con51dered

. Ut . '
to be drawn aze the conclusions.

B. Issues Pertaining‘to the
AMLASH Operation

g’ I The Committee. found no evidence that the '
} AMLASH operatlon provoked Premler Castro to assassinate

L/Pre51dent Kennedy in retallatlon..

Rl J : . g
| ; »
: _— ,-‘ A 8 Fiae
G AL
it _'u,_‘-ﬁ\aﬁ‘wﬁ’
_,,.—.’slt""" e

{ Y ;)l\ ( J i«ra/lj"‘
N ;' Jo
wiiae
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The Committee has received equally persuasive

'evidence and therefore cannot state whethef the |

—

AMLASH operation prior to the death of President -

: Kennedy can be characterized as an assassination

% plot. - -

‘Richard Helms, the former Director of the

CIA, in his testimony before this‘Committee stated -
that the AMLASH operation was not designed to be

' B o "

an assassination plot. H“ - As already indicated,

T R
the &9#9“1@? concluded that AMLASH had "no—factual

ba31s for leaklng or reportlng any actual CIia plot

_ dlrected against Castro" durlng President Kennedy's
- ~¥o8b -
llfe.A;;y

Joseph Langosch, the Chlef of Counterlntelllgence
for the CIA's Spec1al Affairs Staff in 1963 the
component respon81ble for CIA‘operatlons directed
-against the Government of Cuba and the Cuban'InteIligence
Serv1ces, offered a contrastlng view to the testlmony

of Mr. Helms and the assertlons of the é@qéhdfn?

Desmond Fltzgerald headed the Spec1al Affalrs Staff

%LO&&
whlch was responsible for the AMLASH operatlon.

R

'In an aff1dav1t to the Commlttee, Longosch recalled

that:




(S

/T/he BMLASH operation prior to the

assassination of President Kennedy was
‘characterized by the Special Affairs

"staff, Desmond Fitzgerald (sic) and other

senior CIA officers as an assassination

operation initiated and sponsored by the e
CIA. 188e . . e

highly possible that the Cuban.Intelllgence Services
were aware of AMLASH and his association with thé
CcIA and thatvthe‘informatioﬁ upon which he based his
‘conclusion thaﬁ the AMLASH operaéion was‘insécure :
was avallable to senior level CIA off1c1als, including
108£—- »
vDesmond FitzGerald. »l{}
In response to Langosch's sworn staﬁements,
thlS Committee recelved the affidavit of Kent (CIA_

v Lovwtr CTA Cuemling @24

pseudonym) L. Pollock[ﬁwwh ¥  Polloc "served

as Executlve Offlcer for Desmond FltzGerald durlng |
the entlre period in whlch he was Chlef of the Spe01al
Affairs Staff... and- dlscussed w1th him the AMLASH
operation as it progressed." ‘Pollock-spec1flcally
contested the aéserﬁions of Langoschvstating:

To the bestvof‘my knowledge, Mr.

-“FitzGerald considered the AMLASH
~operation to.be a political action
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act1v1ty with the objectlgn of
organizing a group under Guba/kﬂdﬁﬁyﬁ
to overthrow Castro and the
- Castro regime by means of a
coup d' etat. I heard Mr.
FitzGerald discuss the AMLASH
operation frequently, and never
heard him characterize it as
an assassination operation. Mr.
FitzGerald stated within my hearlng
on several occasions his awareness that
coup d'etat often involves loss of
~life. 1089 : : o
iré
- He also stated:

.

‘Desmond FitzGerald did not characterize

‘the AMLASH operation as an 'assassination
operation'; the case officer did not; I,

as Executive Officer did not, never discussed :
any aspect of the AMLASH operation with Joseph-”"'
H. IQngosch; the Deputy Chief, the other

branch chiefs and the special assistants

could not have so characterized it since

“they did not know about the pen (the pen

was specially filled with a hypodermic

syringe in response to urgings by AMLASH

for a means to start the coup by killing

Castro.) . The case officer offered the pen

to AMLASH on the day of President Kennedy' s
death. AMLASH rejected the pen with
~disdain.108h

e
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o

. - )
: v <# Assuming that AMLASH was not an assassination
;o { : ¢ '
R} : :
P S plot during the '1life of President Kennedy and that
Lore ! - : :
¥or & '

Castro uncovered 1t§ exlstence and scooe, the Committee
v £ _ _ 1 £ AN $hicims

-gﬁ” . 'bellevesfthat Castfo{%ould aaﬁ have been provoked

7
i
.-

in a manner sufficient to induce assassinating

President Kennedy in retaliation. .
1 : » ' - 77

Assuming that AMLASH was an assassination

plot during the life of President Kennedy and that

Castro. uncovered its ex1stence and scopo, the Committee
(—y 13 (A..“L*u
still believesi that €astro”would ek have resorted to

assassinating the President of the United States in

retaliation.

"“‘""'-.ov-.-w

In his interviewiwith the'Conmittee,‘Premier‘
_Castro set forth some reasons supporting this‘contention;_

. The Comﬁitteesagrees Qithtthe reasoning in his
statements..,Caetro said in part: |

That was insane. From the ideological .
“point of view it was insane. And from =
the political point of view, it was a
tremendous insanity. I am going to tell
you here that nobody, nobody ever had the
‘idea of such things. What would it do?
‘We just tried to defend our folks here,
within our territory. Anyone who subscrlbed
to that idea would have been judged insane... -
‘absolutely sick. ' Never, in twenty years of
revolution, I never heard anyone suggest nor
.even speculate about a measure of that sort,-
because who could think of the idea of




.

" organizing the death of the President of
the United States. That would have been
the most perfect pretext for the United
States to invade ‘our country which is what
I have tried to prevent for all these
years, in every possible sense. Since the
United States is much more powerful than
we are, what could we gain from a war
with the United States? The United States
‘would lose nothing. The destruction would
have been here. \Z2o A

Castro alsQ added:

I want to tell you that the death of the
leader does not change the system. It has
never done that.;z\ ‘ o g

In this ihterview Castro also commenéed on, 
‘the speeéh_of September 7,vi963‘which has beén cifed
throughdﬁt the years as anjindicatioﬁ that Castro may
have»assassinated President Kennedy in retaliation;
Premief Casfro asserted:

So, I said something like those plots
start to set a very bad precedent. A _
very serious one - that that could become
a boomerang against the authors of those
actions...but I did not mean to threaten
by that. I did not mean even that...not
in the least...but rather, 1like a warning
that we knew; that we had news about it;
and that to set those precedents of plotting
79 _____..of other countries would be a very bad :
precedent...something very negative. And,
-if at present, the same would happen under

§

R
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the same circumstances, I would have no
‘doubt in saying the same as I said (then)
because I .didn't mean a threat by that.
I didn't say it as a threat. I did
not mean by that that we were going to take
measures - similar measures - like a
retaliation for that. We never meant that
because we knew that there were plots.
For three years we had known.there were
plots against us. So, the conversation
came about very casually, you know; but
. I would say that all these plots or attempts
were part of the everyday life.;;2

- Some reasoning, which Committeefcautiohs is
speculative, may be of some assistance.he@e; .It‘
does ‘not seem likely that CaFtro would make a’ velled‘
‘reference to assa351nat1ngaghericah leaders 1n. |
,retallatlon for plots on his llfe 1f he was actually
| plannlng ;ﬁicontemolatlng such acts. ﬁe would want

to call as llttle attentlon as poss1ble to hlmself

Rather, it seems Castro was attemptlng to display

~
k]

his public dismay and knowledge of such_attempts““‘
in an effort to prevent their continuance. Consequently,

together with an absence of any ev1dence 1mp11cat1ng

Castro in the assassination, the Commlttee believes
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g .that;tnis inCident,'wnile displaying Castto's
| _displeasure'at American activities,'doeS‘not
implicate Castro in the assaesination.w
The Committee believes there are additional
reasons to>diecount any involyement of Castro in -
the assaSsination which are also‘comoelling;v The
Committee cautions that these reasons; whllerpersua51ve,_
.are gé#%& necessarlly speculatlve.
First, William Atwood, Spe01al Advisor toythey
United Stateé Delegation to the United Nations, was'?b
1nvolved in dlplomatlc efforts to establlsh_a frame—
work for detente durlng the fall of 1963Eletwood
told the SCC that McGeorge Berndy,‘an adv1sor to Preoldent,

; Kennedy, told him that Pre51dent Kennedy was 1n favor

of "pushlng towards an opening toward Cuba" to take

Castro "out of the Sovmet fold and Derhaps w1p1ng out
fl'x

the Bay of Plgs and maybe gettlng back to normal.

'Atwood also arranged for a French journallet Jean

Daniel to meet w1th Kennedy pripr to a soheduled
_ 12> ,
trlp by Danlel to see Castro. Daniel and Kennedy
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."Daniel to see_him after visiting Castro.

dd -

discussed the prdspects for reestablishing
Unlted States- Cuba relations and Kennedy asked
120

The Committee believes that such efforts
to establish a peaceful coexistence between the .
United States and Cuba would have hamperéd any
desire by Castro to assassinate Kennedy. . it

TR Q/QY‘ML.):;".,L'}/P‘ "%”’“\n ﬁ«t- ,.tL/—[{!)»C» "l 3 P

Second, the_Comm*tteesa;sombe$&evee»that ' :
it canw ae araucé-dsﬁr
‘v

e leaders of the Unlted States, ﬂPre51dent

A

Kennedy supported a less hostlle attltude and position - -

'toward Cuba. Even if Castro felt the relations between

Cuba and the United States were bad under the Kennedy
Pre51dency, there were legltlmate reasons to suspect they

would have been worse under any other admlnlstratnon.

Thus, w1th the prospects of renewed dlplomatlc-
relatlons 1n the air and the knowledge that Kennedy
possessed a more favorable attltude toward Cuba than

other military or political leaders, Castro would have -
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had every reason to hope that1Kennedy maintained

the Presidency. Further, the Committee.does not

'—abelieve that eliminating Kennedy would necessarily

HW¥ 53080 DocId:32273546
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have favorably altered the United States' operations

and ties toward Cuba. In addition, the Committee

~does not believe Castro would have assassinated

President Kennedy because such an act, if discovered,

would have afforded the United States the excuse to 5

~destroy Cuba. The risk Would~not have'been:worth

1B

. Issues Pertalnlng to the CIA~Organlzed
Crime Plots

1. :Scope and,Nature of Plots ~ Analysis
a) Roselli Knowledge of CIA Spons.rship-
Do CTA Opirylmma) Sup J‘Okﬂi g 7 Bt
lamea.ﬂ#ﬂnﬁgél; informed the Commlttee_~_g

that Maheu told Reséldd. he represented an international
Ee9 126

group of cllents who had vested 1nterest'1n Cubaw- .

Roselli, however, testlfled to the SSC that Maheu
’MLS‘J?JPC&@We\ o .
told h1m from the beginning that eusonnaéé was with zs -
& i[?@ g : e " i
the CIA. va Maheu conflrmed this account to the SSC.

Maheu also stated in a deposmtlon to the Commlttee Lhat

\'Mf-‘ov CW-
Giancana knew at the tlme that eaLeanaell was w1Lh the.
-¥E2

" CIA. 24 Further, Trafflcante testlfled to the
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Committee that Reged+t informed him that he, gl ¥

'Roselli,.was Qperatlng as an agent of the CIA.%}g‘
The weight of the evidence indicates that
Roselli, and thus Giancana and,Trafflcante,'knew
the CIA was behind the assassination_plots-at'an
-early stage. _This recognition of ClA initiation
is important&bﬁﬁwﬁﬁs;it shows thateGiancana and
Trafficante and thus organized crime know1ngly
became involved with the CIA.
_b) Discovery of True Identitiesv'
Roselli arranged for the entrance oi
'Giancana and Trafficante 1nto the plots and 1ntroduced
Qﬁ ch w e
them to "Sam Gola" and "Joe. izt O*Qoﬁﬂéll
contends he learned the true 1dent1t1es of ‘these
persons a few months after the operation was in proqress

when he and Maheu saw an article in one of the Sunday '
IE5- "

3 :_.u‘

sections of the Miami ‘newspaper. This articlet

supposedly pertained to Organized crime in the United
States and contained plctures of top hoodlums, 1ncluding

: I16
- Same Giancana and Santo Trafflcante.égé‘ In the
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V\A«SJ %‘:L‘J; -4 :
1967 IGR eiﬁsﬂggff 1 stated that the article

i&?

' came from the Parade maga21ne,,% in the Miami Times.

Maheu also contends that he did not know the true
1dent1t1es of Sam Gold and Joe until thlS artlcle
f«m G hrd®

appeared.;lt O “@eomre¥™ also stated that this 1nc1dent

occurred after the "we were up to our ears” in the

B operatlons and consequently the CIA de01ded to

119
progress forward.;;J

The SSC conducted a search of supplements
to all Miami newspapers for the requeSLte tlme
period and could not locate any such article.’J/
The Committee consequently searched Parade'magazine
for the fall of 1960 all of 1961, and all of1Q62
the years whlch spanned the entlre operatlon. The
Committee learned that on January 21, 1962, Parade

) W "“1"(,1‘&.34..4‘&19/ TR T
published an artlcle entltled Ow= government's
crackdown on organlzed;crlmej" written by Jack
Anderson, which'contains a‘listing of the top ten
hoodlums in the country as well as several photograohs-

AJH«

of mobsters,-lncludlng Santo Trafflcante.LJ The

article focuses on the efforts of Attorney General
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Robert Kennedy's.campaign against-organized

“'crime and'mentions both Giancana and Trafficante. .

Although thlS Parade 1cle appears .
£\ o
to correspond with @ieé%%%&% and Maheu's descrlptlon, -

it is over one year past the beginning months of the

operation. Indeed, it occurs nine months after the

completion of'Phase_I of the plots.._Additionaily;”

neither.tﬁe SSC hof the Committee has discoVered

any other artlcle pertalnlng to organlzed crime in-

Parade maga21ne or the supplements of any Mlaml
pnewspaper for the alleged,time period;

ny \#h@ k\"

It appears Ql@omnTe and Maheu are lylng in -

‘an ettempt to. 1look: for an ex post facto reason for:'
continuing the operation after the inttoduction of
two of the top organized orime'fiéures iﬁvthe'United
_Stateé.» Implicit ip their.contentioﬁ is that ﬁrhile_j

_theVCiA wished to solicit criminal sources to _V
assassinéte Caetro; it would not‘knowingly have
recrulted any flgures from the top- echelon of LJ&Q/

tzZa O S\*‘g %—0
organlzed crime.t34 Addltlonally Ahé%mmvgkk'
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statement that "we were up to our ears in it" is
even more difficult to fathom since according to the,
- .1967 IGR the oberatioh'was in'its embryonic stage
~in the fall'of 1960 and no pills were evenjdelivered-
until approximately February or March of l961.~*-*£%
{—~;—*Without additional support,<the'co@hittee |
does not believe the'contentions of Meheu and

'Q—G&HTEE}\M W)

A thig CIA plot to assa581nate Castro was
necessarlly a hlghly volatile and secret operatlon.
Once Roselll ‘introduced additional contacts 1nto_the ’
scene it is not logical that the CIA would have'
neglected to verlfy the 1dent1t1es of such pr1nc1pals.i
On the contrary, it is more bellEdele and more |
probable. that the CIA ascertalned the true rdentltles
of "Sam Gold" %?d "Joe at an early stage and
con501ou;1§>g;ogressed forward in the operatlon;i"
confldent that these two persons, 1n the words
attributed to Colonel Sheffield Edwards,‘;ere“:A

' _ ‘ -
individuals "tough enough” to handle the job. ;i




c) ‘Roles of Principals
l} Phase One

Colonel Sheffield Edwards ass1gned

W A ‘
1 -the task f findi g someone to assa551nate

S~

Castro.)n Edwar&s—aﬂé CHETTTRETE. both decided to

utlllze Maheu as someone to recruit persons to
24
effectuate the operation.iis Q-&ImumﬁLL also

described his role as the liaison tohthe CIA and

confirmed ‘that all reoorts or information would
125
procee through hlm to the Agency.a%} In addition,

"W G e as
said he acted as a "baby51tter" to Roselli;

that is,. remalnlng w1th him to occupy his time to |
126
insure that Roselll was fulfllllng his role. 44

There is a dlscrepancy over who suggested
- = XEge :
Roselll for the operatron #3" but in any event, _

he was recru1ted because he had connectlons with+
persons who could handle the a551gnment &iﬁ

| Confllct arlses over the role of G1ancana.
Roselll ‘informed the SSC that Glancana was only a
"back- up"‘man:ﬁfi it should be noted that Glancana‘

was murdered four days before Roselli made‘thls_ .

statement. . Mahue, however, described Giancana




44

aS‘having'a,key.role and characterized his job

as "to locate someone in Castro's entourage who
- , _ 30—
" - could accomplish the assassination."145«,Joseph

Shimon, a close friend of Roselli who had knowledge

of the plots at the tlme, stated that Roselli contacted'
131 -
Glancana to prov1de Cuban contacts’“J7 " Shimon further

characterized Glancana as only prov1d1ng contacts,

specifically Santo Trafficante, and not as an actlve
+32 )50
partlcrpant..

‘The most sound analysis is that Giancana §Eiel;:>.

e o e e 0 A e o A ST S S e
o s e s o a7 2 .

.served as a person Roselll could approach who could

'then make the necessary contact 1nto the Cuban domaln;

specifically Santo Trafficante. Roselll, who FBI |

files 1ndlcate represented ‘Giancana's 1nterest 1n‘
$rovrply

Las Vegas and was subordlnate to hlm, wouldfnot

dlrectly contact the organlzed crlme boss of the Cuban

and Southern Florlda area without flrst contact;ng

his superior, Glancana, who would then make any |

necessary arrangements. Both Glancana and.Trafflcante,

being bosses of two_organlzed crime domalns, would’

have the means, power, and stature to arrange for-

the assassination,j After contacting Trafficante, -




A
who hwrve the influence to recruit the necessary

personnel to siSiEEndsey perform the assaSsination,
.[-Gianoana prohably was not an‘active participant in
the process of p01son1ng orlls or actually arranglng
A33-457
the assassrnatlon.
The roleiof Traffioante, the only;iiﬁing
major organized crime figure involved in the pldtSf
is a major source of conflict.' The 1967 IGR contains
-_several references to'Trafficante'whioh characterize‘
his function.‘ Invdiscussing how poisonvpilis could
.behgiven to Castro, it»states that "Trafficante (PJoe,?
- the courier‘) was in tonch-with a_disaffected Cuban
official with access to Castro and presnmably of a
- wort that would enable him to surreptltlously p01son
Castr. ;%?i; Later the report states that "Rose111:
passed the pllls LO Tr fflcante.' ~and that "Roselli.

pid - ¥35T - e T
Cuba." /%3 After‘é&%@ lost hlS position

| i ported L% @@@@Pmn That tl-t pills had been deliverad
N to Qﬁ&@
1n the Cuban government and could no longeﬂmpass any

T {/I;,.
pills; the Wsa.says "Roselli told‘o*eég%eﬂl that

Trafflcante knew of a man high up in the Cuban ex11e
: -+36— : ' E
movement who mlght do the jOb " s Roselll 1dent1f1ed W[
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_ (¥V¥\m, G«QR;\E%PV ’
him as An&ﬂﬁl’ de-sifErana . The following

,—.,_4

passage further confirms Trafficante's role:

_Trafflcante approached Vereﬂa and - .
told him that he had clients who wanted
to do away with Castro and that they would
pay big money for the job. Vewewme is
reported to have been very receptive, since
it would mean that he would be able to buy
his own ships, arms and communlcatlons
ec;{uiprr\.ent.'l"8 156

Trafficante testified in public'to the Committee

that Roselli asked him tok§§1§1§;aggvas_an interpretor -/$°
between the American operations and the Cuban contacts.

Trafficante denied handllng or carrylng any poison pllls

, 156 40 . B 5
used in the operation, denied recrultlnq VEEen@» o
69 349
: and denled recrultlng Oy%ea f In his Senate testlmony,‘_

Roselli confirmed Trafflcant s role as that of a trans—
26/

TS r(,gwfl, T
@ﬁ@eﬂmegé however, 1nformed Lhe Commlttee that
Trafflcante was the person in. contact w1th Cubans in

143
Havanalﬁv« Giancana partlally conflrmed this in the Lo ads ag

lator.

IGR by 1dent1fy1ng Joe as a man "who would.serve as.
' ~44a 5
a cofrler to,Cuba and make arrangements there. R

The é‘vw o _
8 k@@@ﬁﬁgg also conflrmed that he was the only CIA -

condult and that if the_ﬁ&&# IGR states Trafflcante

. \s:_. l,

WW¥ 53080 DocId:32273546 Page 54




.contacted or7procured-the’éssassin then it
accurately rerlects the lnformatlon the
~l44
g_C[A recelved.

It is interesting that the 1975 and 1978
Congressional testimony of Roselli and Trafficante
corroborate each other but remain cOntrary:to'how
-the'prihcipals reported the facts in 1967. The

et b e T

v1dencefﬂrronglyilndlcqfesithat Trafflcante was not
merely an interpreter but an act1ve.part1c1pant'1n
passing the poison pills ahd.in recruiting'the
potential essassins. This isvimportent ih-dramatizing
" the deep involvement of organized crlme w1th the CIA
- in these plots. One can understand why Trafflcante
Vtoday wishes to downplay his role; the facts; however,j»'
h,simply do not support his assertions.;.The Committee>
believes4the CIA IGR. 5 | .' i.»” | j' | JL
The Committee also heard testlmony from An&em&eu‘. ;
Qﬂ L \CSM e@@ml-\e?-@tated that he is not aware of any T
CIA assa331natlon plots to kill Castro and denied
1nvolvement in their operavl:lons/.é'J 3323 is obv1oo;iy e
lying. . The Committee does not feel, however,'that-a.

' ‘?/‘Jé ~ ‘ Luntfa
prosecutlon for perjuryplf p0551b1e, would ae&rst :

p("‘\\/ \ J el : g:?
tbe.lnvestlgatrun.,ti Oti ;
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2) Phase Two

] &4-5
1e.l6? Giancana and Trafflcante were -

146

no longer involved in the operation. /47 fThe

én Phast Two Wllllam Harvey assumed
&

IGR states_that'Roselli remained as a prominent

flgure and worked "dlrectly with the Cuban exile .
47 /63

communlty and directly on behalf of the CIA."

»»»»»»

Although the IGR does ﬁéqeest that Trafflcante :
—%39- Do o
was not involved in Phase II, flt contalns this
caution:’
Trafficante was one of thevprincipals
- in Shef Edwards Phase One of the operation.

- He presumably was not involved in Phase Two
under Harvey, but we cannot be sure of that.
After all, Trafficante was the man who brought -

" Verona into the operation late in Phase One,
and Verona was one of the maln players_during4
Phase Two.1]0

It is reasonable to assume that Rose111 at least’ kept .f
both Glancana and Trafflcante 1nformed of the
’-operatlon S progress.
d) - Dellvery of the Pllls
Nelther the sz I R 95 the SSC pinpoints |
| vl o

the date on whlch'eéﬁg%ﬁ dellvered the pllls L
to Roselli durlng Phase One of the plots. The chain

of custody, as already mentloned was. for Roselli ””

to dellver the pllls to Trafficante.  The subsequent
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steps ?ﬁ:a%?‘a mystery'but'Rosélli'reported to &L
| . s .o
n '

' 'éﬁ%gi;éﬂl that the pills had been delivered to /7/
; » 148
“sa,fkgya e&#ﬁ%ﬁ)‘

P& in 1late February or early March, 1961.
Joseph Shimon informed the,Committee that he
and Maheu travelled together to Miami to the
Fontainbleu in March, 1961, to witness the Pattérsoh—
" Johansson fightjfgg',ohce there Maﬁeu informed him ;v
of tHe plot to assassinéte Castro;%%%- Shimon alséA{
says tha£ during this trip heattended.a meetihg
where a poisonous liquid to be used in the assassination
T5L 7 - oty , _
was passed.
V Shimon is probably the sburce‘fpr'Jack Anderséh's"
'column'ofljanuafy 19, 197l;lwhich fixes the daterof'theq
passagevof the poison at thewEontaiﬂbleﬁ as March 13, |
1961. | |
| In any event, it appears'cer£ain o the CIA
. did not pass any pills, poison( ér assassinatién'
weapons before February ofr196l.. The fail segment
of thé plots‘only constituted.a'planhing stagé; no

one undertook any operational. activities.
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e) Location'of‘Traffioante
To support_the description of Trafficante
‘as a courier, the ¥9%F IGR states that'ﬁzﬁ/t:that"time
the gambling casinos were still operating iR Cuba,
and Trafflcante was maklng regular trips.between
-}59~//D
Miami and Havana on syndicate bu51nesor
The Committee has obtained some evidence
whichvindicates'that Trafficante was hot'travelliug
to'Cuba during this period. No.records'available toli
the‘Commrttee from INS,<State Department,'orlthe FBI
reflect any travels after February, 1960. During this:
- time, the FBI maintained phy51cal survelllance on |
Trafficante. \"» prafficante testified before the.
Commlttee that he only made two trlps to Cuba after
a :" v' ' t;" hlS release from the Trescornla prlsogfg? August 1959
and that these trips occurred within two to three
_‘months of this releace*%?fAddltlonally, con51derlng
Trafficante's reputed top pOSltlon ;n the La-Cosa
Nostra, it seems more:reasonable that Trafficante would
eend a reéresentative to Cuba to-conduct‘any bueinese

rather than risk being detained by Castro again. -

460.... PauP:"iR




If Trafflcante was.actually travelllng
'between Miami, and Havana, the 1mpllcatlons are
. interesting. "He was elther w1lllng‘to rask belng
idetained'again or had acquired assurances fron the
Cuban government regarding his safety. -in any
event the presence of”Trafficante during”the falli
of 1960 in Cuba raises the pOSSlblllty of a rhaﬁﬁ§:

Coope oAy
c@@mmw relatlonshlp between himself and the Cuban

government thanTﬁfE$1ou§i§Lbelleved ' Such~a
_relatlonshlp durlng the perlod when Trafflcante
was scheming to . assassinate. Castro invites the theory :
that Trafficante was p0331bly 1nform1ng the Cuban
government of act1v1t1es in the Miami area in
general and of the plots in partlculat., In return
m&ﬂd/9¢
for such 1nformatlon,_Trafflcante could havenaequ&*eé
lost gambling operatlons aS'well as support and a
Cuban sanctuary for the smuggling of contraband
into the United States. R

The Commlttee reallzes the enormous ramlflcatlons

of such a theoty ‘and cautlons that At has not recelved

HW_ 53080 Docld:32273546 qup_ﬁg;JNm;M;




' any information or evidence in this reqard- In
addition, the avallable ev1dence 1nd1cates
Trafficante was not travelling between Mrami and
Havana although the Committee recognizes’that”
Trafflcante could make such trips and not disrupt
his normal routlne in Miami and Tampa, thu° poss1bly

undermlnlng the effect of any surveillance.

"

f) Viswewe's Other Contacts '+’KL Cdk»h- éQ%j)&’ QJ*%:

‘As prev1ously related the FBI forwarded | “
to the CIA a memorandum ez 21 December 1960 reveallng
that U. S. racketerrs were maklng efforts to flnanCe

anti-Castro activities and subsequently forwarded :

another memorandum &n 18 January 1961 which. as3001ated
557 17 :

Verona w1th those schemes. '

ther, sources were also prov1d1ng a351stance to

0?‘“7& "@;v(&r

Vewemwa to conduct autl Castro operatlons. At the time

~of his introduction into the CIA—Organlzed crlme:

exle \ea b,
plots, the CIA was fundlng Wea@ma through the

Revolutlonary Democ atic Front and the Cuban Revolutionary
"T56' ﬂAr Vade
Coun01l.17‘ 1nformed the Commlttee that the

purpose of the counc1l stemmed from an’ agreement w1th -

VST s

"
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the American government to invade Cuba and 7E0
3549

«Iestabllsh democratlc control of the 1sland.

erds | oot
" Adding to the supoort for Hewmema were the

promotional efforts of Dino and»Eddle Ce111n1 who

reportedly were working through a Washington, D.C.

" public relations firm, Edward K. Moss agﬂ Assoéiates.

Moss had previous CIA associations andqwas Supposedly_ .

acting as a condult for funds supplled by the Celllnlv

recelve privileged treatment in the Cuba of the
358— /f/ . :
future.

In his testimony before the Committee Verona
LW
also described a meetlng with Jorge Alonzo P&jol and

Meyer Lansky in Lansky S home 1n Miami in the summer
59 - :

of 1960 |5+ Lansky said he had bu51ness 1nterests in .

.Cuba and wanted to help the Cubans fight Castro,'yv

destroy Castro, and try and establish a democratlc
46&»;/53'
government. <
The logical inference to be drawn from this

is that the CIA, Organized Crime,‘and othe* persons

1nteresteo in remov1ng the Castro regime all settled

Abrothers w1th the understandlng that this group would'_:




g\

d@‘i‘%ﬁg (@3M |
upon na, probably independently, .as a person
who had the potential oftuniting the multitude of
exile gioups to’ overthrow Castro. Additionally,
\(N Q.
.295,232& orted contacts with Organlzed crime
‘raises the possibility that he was 1nvolved with
them in a plot to klll'Castro before'the- evolutlon
of the CIA—organized'crime plots. If this was the
| e elle . [ogyla—
case, then Trafficante's recrultment of Mewmewasr into the
CIA operatlon would result in prov1d1ng off1c1a1 U.s...
: sanctlon to an already ex1stlng 1ndependent operatlon.
The CIA recognlzed thls in statlng "1t is p0551ble
A\ arle ez
that Vewmemd already was 1nvolved in 1ndependent
eperatlons with the crlmlnal syndleate when f;rst
approached prior to the Bay of Pigs ih%gfrch 1961
to carry out the Castro Assassination),g?p (see yellow page

96)

g) Introduction of "Joe" and "Gold" and
" Related Events A - e

The timing of.the'introduction of Giancana
("Gold") and Trafficante ("Joe") is important to the
~analysis of the true role of organized'crime in the

- Castro assassination plots. . This introduction,
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together with other related events,,furthe¥ sgggeﬁxéu
" the thesis that the éIA found itself_lnvolved;inb
providing additional resources for independent
operatlon that the syndlcate already ‘had commenced
Accordlng to the h&ﬁi IGR, the entrance of"
Giancana:and Roselli occurred during the ‘week of
September 25, 1960.3—3%? In contrast, the SSC did not‘
'.a881gn a prec1se date for thelr entrance because of

confllctlng evidence between the x9€7 IGR and Maheu's i

Senate testimony which set the date'after November,»l960“:vmlf6
The SSC did conclude,rhowever,‘that“Giencane was.involved'
in the'operation during October because of\theALas

- Vegas wiretap incident which.occurred‘on October-30,
-and because of the October 13'-1960 FBI memorandum e
whlch revealed Glancana had told several people of )

: , 4,613»-/’
his 1nvolvement in & plot toaassa551nate Castro.
Although these two events which the SCC'cites

may support the involvement of Giancane durinq
'October, they also invite speculatlon of 1ndependent
organlzed crime operations. The October . 18 1960
.FBI memorandumvls partlcularly appllcable. ThlS
stetes' |

/D /urlng a recent conversation with- several
friends, Giancana stated that Pldel Castro
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was to be done away with shortly, said it

would occur in November. Moreover, Giancana
said he .had already met with the would-be =
assassin on three occasions, the last meeting
taking place on a boat docked ‘at the Fontainbleu
Hotel, Miami Beach. Giancana stated everything
had been perfected for killing Castro and that
the assassin had arranged with a girl, not
further described, to drop a plll' in some
drink or food of Castro’%65'/a, :

Since. according~—to cue*i?ﬁﬁ*i@%’the poison plllS,
whlch the CIA prepared at Glancana s request, were. not
_'ready for dellvery untll late February or early
vMarch, 1961, it is extremely donbtful that Glancana s':
. November; 1960, assa551natlon plot was part of the.'”
CIA operation. Rather it appears that organlzed
crime already had its poieoh'pian in progrese, using

a mistress of Castro to accompl:sh the deed when the

CIA{ fdrtu1tously,entered the scene. . Organlzed

crime then occupled a perfect posrtlon, .ff their
"prlvate plot succeeded they then would possess—F
'far—reachlng blackmall potentlal agalnst the CIA_
Wthh they could exercise at an ooportune moment,
_[f thelr intrigue failed, however, they could then
assume the position that they were onlf executing
the directiVes of the:governmeht)%uﬁ Q@&Lﬁg/ﬂj(fg,f

Sk an Ahe i invotvesmeadk  As bhuﬂ'-vﬂ

()o e o b
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h) +Gesernmesh.
Richard Cain
) Jacsssinadums AEEY e .
The “agmsesay that Glancana refers to in’
I nvolves
the October 18 memo may have-keesn Richard Scallzettl

Cain. Cain, in conneetion with the top_Echelon

“Criminal Enforcement Program,’informed'the FBI

of his crlmlnal act1v1t1es and close association

_ 66
with Glancana /89 Caln admitted that he had

' covertly worked for Giancana and been’on his

(s Yetlow—pe: 202y
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payroll while he was.a'nembef'ofvthe Chicago Poiice
Depaftment from 1956fl96Q,:directer_efﬁa nrinate
detedtive-agency'from 1960462 'end Chief Inveetigator'
for the Cook County Sheriff's Offlce from 1962 l§64 W
Several of Caln S act1v1t1es durlng the fall
of 1960, together with hls-past experlence, supportlf
the proposition'that'if éiancena was involQed infeny»
Cuban affalrs, C'1:_>e01f1cally an assassination of Castro

independent of ‘the CIA plot he would have recrulted

Caln to a551st him.




St

Flrst Caln malntalned a record of i voluntarlly

B i 2
G ARt N 8 SRS IRt SV NP

T

7‘prov1d1ng 1nformatlonvto the CIA concerning his
foreign ventures, a- practice Giancana may have
promoted in en effort to gain possible Ieverage _
with the CIA. In a CIA memorandum to the FBI dated
‘4 November 1960 Cain supplled the follow1ng 1nfoxma—
tion in his first contact w1th the CIA

1) that in 1950-52 whlle in MlamiT
Florida, he initiated several telephone
: : taps on various Cuban revolutionary
(See yellow 104) o figures under the supervision of William
: ~ Buenz, a private detective who had contact
: w1th the Batista government

2) 'that on October 2, 1960, Wllliam Buenz,
' ~ then operating out of New York City,
met with Cain at O'Hare Airport and
offered him $25,000 to travel to Cuba
at the request of former President Piro
~ to install telephone taps on various
_ Cubans, and

3) that in 1959, Constantine Kangles, a :
former attorney for the Cuban 26th of July
movement, inguired whether Cain would instruct

 Castro Army officexs in the use of poly-
graphs.*+%3 )9 : A

It seems more than c01nc1dental that Caln s approach
to the CIA to qupply thlS 1nFormatlon occurred ‘
'51multaneously with Giancana's meeting w1th Rosellip
.and-Maheu. Cain subsequently.volunteered informationh

to the CIA during 1961-63.
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Second, on November 2, 1960, a confidential
informant told the Bureau that on OctoberﬁZO,
1960, Serapio Montgao,dthe former head-of the
July 26 Movement in Chicago, met Richard S. Cain
in' the office of Constantine Kangles, the former
attorney in Chicago for the Cuban 26th of July

Movement and former counsel in the United States (43\
74
for the Cuban Government headed by Fidel Castro. ‘

Caln indicated to Kangles that he had clients who

‘Wlshed to get news stores and photographs out of B 1 3'
-%4&
Cuba concerning rebel act1v1ty in the Cuban foothills.

Cain further indicated that he wanted to_cover this story '
and was soon going-to Miami in an attempt to enter
Cuba, and that Jack- Mobley, a Chlcago columnlst, and

Bob- Ajamian of Life maga21ne, had knowledge of this

176

‘venture. (&Y

Third, on November 2,;1960) the FBI interviewed
’ ‘ ' : o TIT77 48

Cain in Miami at the Sands Hotel Miami Beach.

.Caln said he was a representative of Accurate Detectlve'
37 Ta 9%
Laboratories, . Life magazine, and 31xty~four
; ' &38* '
'other newsoapers {9 After prov1ding 1nformatlon on the -

‘military armaments in Cuba, Caln sald that the
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,even more suspect. The wiretap a531gnment_and'the

P_ag_g‘_ GAB_. }

' " Resistence movement had eight hundred men: fighting

in the Escambray - -Mountains and that he was awaiting
the opportunlty to parachute into the. Escambrays -Q
7919 § - ‘

to take photos for Life. Cain sald that Antonlo ’
de Verona gave hlm the 1nformatlon on. the Cuban
armaments. Gq

When Cain's plans to VlSlt Cuba,-elther to
1nstall wiretaps for former Pre51dent Prio or to take N

photographs of rebel activity, or both, are»considered

simultaneously with Glancana ] presence in Mlaml and
(/{‘\1 2 J‘h}fr

his reference to the assa551natlon of fame in Novemberv_

and with Caln s approach to the CIA, the true purpose

and poss1b1e 1nterrelatlon of these events become
photographic story may have been covers? Giancana
may have been attempting to send Cain to Cuba to
supervise the poisoning attempt on Castro. Cain

belonged to'La'Cosa Nostra, spoke Spanish had

- extensive ‘contacts in Latin Amerlca, was well—versed

in sabotage and 1nvest1gat1ve procedures, had been'”

on Giancana's payroll for four years, and apparently




was attempting . to arrive in.Cuba by‘approximately 
November, 1960. Further,.Caln s reference
Un ¢ ke enlle Veoksr
,~11n his FBI 1nterv1cw to.Aatan;o_de—¥e¥§na{_the
person that the CIA concedes mav have been active
in independent organized crime assassination plots
- ‘_ ' - against Castrovprior‘to his recruitment‘bv'Trafficante
in March, 1961, raises more suspicion. |
| 1These;events can be interpreted to indicate
that Cain may have beenvthe‘"assassin~to;be" whom
eGlancana referred to in the 18 October 1960 FBI |
memoranaum, ggthe may have been the contact man.
for the‘operation. The Committee cautions that this
analy51s is obviously speculatlve.
Cain could also have ptovxded another service
to Giancana. As already 1ndlcated, a second person;

called J.W. Harrison, allegedly accompanied and

assisted Balletti in the wiretap.’-Aithough'the Justice

A At e T o A AT AT g

'Department VLgorously‘putsued this 1nvestlgatlon and

g
e G T ST
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prepared to indict the principals, no one .could
determine who Harrison;was and no partioipant
. ~'would admit to knowing his identity There is no
‘doubt he existed?! he 51gned the hotel register and -
183 FO°
accompanied Balletti on the flight to Las Vegas.
—
~BoE¥ DuBois, the private 1nvestigator Maheu hired
to conduct the surveillance,  apé-Bediettt maintained
that'Maheu arranged for J. W. Harrison to accompany,‘
Balletti from Miami to Las Vegas to aﬁiSt in the 2\, f
- o0t @ggaﬁﬁ
_operation. Maheﬁ~éeﬁied~thisn%a§b O*QGﬁﬁ§1l the
CIA liaison man, 1nformed the Committee that whoever
- *i%%“zoéb
Harrison was he was not a CIA employee.
Clearly someone arranged for Harrison's presence
and knows his true identity.l Since DuBois and Balletti.
acted only as the instrumenté of‘Maheu, it seems logical
that Lhey would have revealed Harrison s 1dent1ty in
the face of federal prosecutlon 1f Harrison were just
an employee of DuBois with no connection to the CIA

or to the associates of Maheu in the CIA operatiOn'

against Castro. Thus, Balletti and DuBois either did
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not know the identity of Harrison or felt that

their client's interests prohibited them from

-t " ¢ f
THhe S L L SN 5 S W ik
eveallng such 1nformatlon. [ A e A WL L G Y
o 3
. A(ﬂ""' L ; ! ’ /
€ ‘Glear&yﬁsemeene_a&ranged"f@f»&a&gesenws ‘ ¢

N ”’ )ptesence and. knew Luks‘g.den%k*ay W*@S‘ﬁ//

k
L JLikelsrseivet Maheu prov1ded Harrlson at the request

of a source that had a dlrect interest in the survelllance

_'.:(\a’{lb,*;v _.\:___‘__N Seewn-{  pao s toy i ~\, f\, TN ufﬁ._? L et
e : ,“Wm“”f“ﬁb Maheu—&nﬁo&mee~the—@emm&ttee'that he 1nst1tuted

the surveillance to pacify Giancana's concerns that”

?7 PhyllivacQuifeﬁwas having an affair with,Dan Raowan &bdf

o ) ; N vedoith
T
gee.yexlgw”%#yiEB and to uncover any possible leaks regardlng the operatlon.
' Rose111 conflrmed these two accounts 1n hlS Senate
"E85 2w .
testimony. ~ Shimon further nnformed the Commlttee*xf_

LS e

that Giancana told him he paid $5 000 for the Las
D> '

foe
¥ &

;;lfgwﬁ§;#f14 -.._Vegas operatton.
| | Assuminé‘that Maheu did éhovide for‘Harrison,.h
he'ﬁM5a Eideedy didtso at the:reqnest of someone else.
Maheu did not’have any reason to.inaependently gyeferz
one éerson over another;‘%he CIA or Giancana; however,‘

did have such a personal interest. Giancana'srinterest

obv1ously stemmed from hlS relatlonshlp w1th McQulrezmﬂ

~and it is probably correct that Glancana requested




o

ib

‘Maheu to bug,fgygﬁ;svroom.. This,personal interest~
could have prompted Giancana to dlrect Maheu to
‘use a person of Giancane's‘choice. Cain‘fits that‘
role perfectly. He was a skilled electronic |
surveillance technician and was in_Miami during
late October and early November. Miami-was the
idebarkatlon p01nt for Harrison andiiSZéﬁ@-on thelr-
| -thelr trip to Las Vegas. In his dep051tlon, Maneu
28I 207 B
'denled any knowledge of Cain. When shown several
'photographs of Cain- from the late 1950's and early'
-1960 S, Arthur Ballitti also could not 1dent1fy Caln'h
~388-" o
as Harrlson 955? These denlals do not detract from
the theory that Cain was Harrlsong if no one would 1dent1fy
Harrlson in 1960 there 1s no reason to expect any
change in testlmony. |
- The CIA had a personal 1nterest 1n survelllnng
McQulre because of the 18-October 1960 memorandum where;.
Giancana discussed an essassination plot égainst
Castro. The-SSC concludes that'this memo caused the
CIA to be concerned with determining if Glancana
was leaking information on the'CIA—orgenized crime'.

plots, This may be partially correct,,bnt as alreedy;
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. indicated, the FBi Memorandumvdepiéts:avplo£
_ substantially in progress and involving‘a~girl which
does not résemble‘the October status'of-fﬁe CIA
operation. The CIA coﬁld have béeﬁ more concerned
that Giaﬁcana.was involved in a separate aséasSination
plot and consequently could have beenvconcerped with
its nature aﬂdvéxtent. ~The réasohs why PQXLLiS |
4?} :  M§Quire would ha&e been £hé targét'for_égch.su?ygil;anCe
i‘were two-fold. First,‘hér relationship with‘GiancahaAv
might have:éntailed her learﬁing kagértain'clandestiﬁe”
”activities; Second,'she was one of the QSevéral
friends" in the converéatioﬂvrelated ih the 18 Octéber
memo. R
" The CIA intereét would_also'expiain-why:é wiretap
waé.insfalled. Maheu inf@rmea.ﬁhé Cqﬁmifteé'fhat‘he 
iny'ordered physicai surveillance of the targetjf

Rowaﬁ, and could not understand why anydne‘instailed ‘ 

B

., a wiretap since the primary intent was to check on
,// ) /; . . . : . . - . o o
Segsyellde p. ¥18 . McQuire's reported affair with Rowan. _
. d 7 "o . . v b il .

Physical surveillance and a room bug would,
Fraets &

admittedly, be more than adequate to uncover any€30i~v

Qjmf affair. If,lhowever,'Mahen also wished to investigate
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~the possibility of';eaks in the operation as well
as the possibility of Giancana's involvement in an . -
-independent piot,.theh the use of a wiretap would -
have been logieal.‘

Aésuming that inVestigating an affair was not
the-prlmary focus of the Las Vegas operatlon, it can

10 Fan st Roor Ol gdbon hadiats,

be argued that direct surveillance of McOulre)would
have been the’ optlmum method to 1nvest19atx$h-her
for é;eh leaks and 1nformatlon that Giancana may have
‘given her. This, however, would have run the risk
of incurring the wrath of Giancana'ahd his possible
departure from the CIA assaesination'plots if ~anyone.
detected the'surveillance.” Through the cover of
survellllng Rowan for a p0351ble affalr w1th McQulre,
.however, the CIA had the opportunlty.to 1nd1rectly }
survei1>McQuire to obtaih infotmation-oﬁ the - -l
assassination plots for a reasbn which met the aporovai;
of Giancana. Indeed, Glancana probably always belleved”

that hlS dlrectlve to 1nvest1gate a p0951ble affair

was the only issue involved in the surveillance.

%
A
%o -

L
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In any event, the objeotives of both Giancana
and the CIA eould haveobeen achieVed,whether Harrisoh
 'Was.e Giancana choice,tepecificelly Cain,'or an
Agency "’ C%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂaﬁ-chfﬂﬂﬂu i,
After the Las Vegas operation backfired, the

CIA obviously decided to continue. the assassination
. o Yo Svgvdkfﬂﬁ%; | .
plots. Thls 1ndlcates that O 9= eat, al, felt the "“
security of the CIA organlzed crlme plot had not A
- been seriously breached. Addltlonally, it p0851blj
indiCatee that the CIA determlned.that even if Giancana
was'involved in an indepehdent.operation, that it-woula
~not hamper'tﬁeitvefforts,'and'tﬁet ell_intetests could
.,be teconciled.‘ The CIA'continued on the same traok,: ‘
blithely.going'“to bed" with otganizea crime. |

'i) The "girl" in the 18 October 1960
Memorandum .

In thiS'memo GianCana spoke of a girl who ¥

- was g01ng to drop a plll in some food or drink of Castro.

. A
'Thls format is agaln»vscontradlctlon to the CIA |

operation which initially relie% on JEETE-EEda , aK
I S W e N Y

secretarv in FastrowSMPE@meﬁmbaauttl, tomeﬂm1n1§¢er

th*e‘“p‘tf‘ll
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The identity of this"girl"referred to by
‘Giancana has not beeh ascertain but‘it is reesonable
. to assume that Trafficente was in the prime position
to rectuit a mistress of Castro beceuse of his numercus
contacts in the Cuban gambling and prostitution‘
circles. | - -
American qamblets routinely maintained Cubah
mistresses and Trafficante was a typical examples
AA witness also 1nformed the Commlttee that Castro
customarlly arrlved at the Nacional Hotel unescorted
QA —+91—
-to v1s1t one of his peramoprs.oﬂﬂ- This indicates
that it may have-beeh teiatively easy for‘Ttaffieante
~ to have arfanged fotva youhg woman to service'Castro
and to-attempt‘to poison him{.-Consequently, the use

of a glrl is qulte loglcal and further supports the

) 1nvolvement of organlzed crlme 1n an 1ndependent plot.i

S .
G DO SR F ¥ t . P
e : - %

ST ~ to kill Castro

J Kdd o ~ 7

' i i) Artlcles on Frank Sturgis |
?ﬁ;ﬁ?%fyfy. ' R : .. As indicated in Section II Paul Meskill of':

the New Yorleaily News wrote several articles in

e

, 1975 and’ 1976 concerning act1v1t1es of Frank Sturgls.

These artlcles;further reflect!the theory that
) W/

’organlzed crime was 1nvolved in 1ndependent Castro

assas51natlon plots.
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TER
Sog _ X) CFﬁ’assertlon that the Agency "may have been

i

3}

i

f.-

The Committee consequently agrees with the'-ﬁx ~

piggy- backlng on the syndicate and in addltlon to

k) itsn@terial contribution was;also supplying an aura
' T T

v of off1c1al ganctlon." aﬁ, i ‘

. "‘: " g ~ ,{ . A E \M_’,,_._’-—«--t/—m——-r-- o e e e e —(g:}ﬁ\“j«cj't“ V——’G "U,Jw C/‘Jl'\ "’»l‘('»/(k/

Ld ‘_)

—The follow1ng consideratlonshemanate.from

this theory ahd morohthoroughly respond to the allegations
in the Meskill articies;
First, organized crime-probabiy initiatod
1ndependent assa351natlon plots agalnst Castro prlor
to any CIA 1nvolvement in late 1960. Such plots may
have been in,progress when the.QIA reactitated its
lplané.to kill_Castro in:April,.1962}- - |
Secoﬁd, organized crime.could quité.poésibly
haVe-beeh dirécting'aotivitiéo;suoh és those'oescribed-

in the New York Daily News article.

Thlrd Frank Shurgls most orobably establlsned
- contacts w1th organlzed crlmﬂ through hlS gambllng
a53001at10ns and_probably was used by them in some'
'oapacities. .This does not imply'that he wgé»a member

of .organized crime.

WY
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Forth, Frank Sturgis probably knew ®ssa TP .
and could have been'involved with him in an,assassihaJ
'ﬂftion plot. Srnce Sturgis is not a reliable source,
however, his ellegations are suspect.
| Fifth; according to the Committee's'revieﬁ of

all available evidence, the CIA was not 1nvolved
\ﬂtaHT}pJ
in any operations with Q;;a prior ‘to late 1960.

Slxth Sturgls was not necessarlly involved w1th

M CV\Q\V\, o(ﬁl«n’

Lorenz or*@*@a in a plot to kill Castro. He may havex

UU-. (N0 (ﬁ% ¥

learned of plots involving @&==ta» and poss1bly Lorenz
J\*\e(ﬁhﬁ\)

in Miami after rfe arrlved'there in 1965.
Additionally, the April, 1975-Meskill.erticles

- did not relate the Sturgis-Lorenz plot to kill Castro
with poison pilisrl'It‘is only after the pubiication AA
of the SSC Interlm Report in November, 1975, .and the
Final Report in April, 1976 that MesP111 describes’
this plot. Thus; Sturgis m y have combined accu;ate
information obtalned ESZQ @gg;rgﬁéﬁ§the;)Malml'sources;
with the facts the SSC presented and then fabrlcated

W‘m(h)
the Lorenz story,Atogether w1th other ev1dence such

.as the 18 October memo, 'ﬁkzc# canVg;z:eea>ﬁg;;;iunately

“in appearlng both loglcal and bellevable.
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k) Implications Arising From Phase Two of
the Operatlon :

Signlflcant differences are apparent between

.~ Phase One and Phase Two which reflect'upod organized

crime's motivation and seriousness in fulfilling
its part of the bargain originally initiated in 1960.
First, in Phase One, Roselli and his'colleagues
demonstrated their ability to execute the contract -
on Castro by namlng thelr source who was, indeed,
‘in a p051tlon close to Castro., In Phase Two the Todus
openandl and the ability of the assassin or assa531nsv" ,
. ‘ ' LL' (@E@\@\_ &?—J&/ (é«t@ /L‘f
becomes qulte vague. Harvey reported that
had an asset in Cuba who ‘had access to someone 1n a o
.restaurant which Castro frequented who could admlnlster
. =2Bd , :
the poison.#!7 In June, 1962 Roselll reported to Harvey
L% e % (Q
- a had dlspatched a three man team to Cuba
"to recruit persons to kill Castro, or to klll hlm.
themselves, maybe w1th poison pllls, if the opportunlty.
~202” L - 203
arose.«= ' Harvey said they had no spe01flc plans.
Second, as already 1ndlcated, the cast of the

organized figures involved changed.. Maheu, Giancana,

and Trafficante allegedly retired from_the‘Scene} with

>¥ w,_y?\* \h ‘ M&u(
oprnd’ Lo WS \m., /,Tﬂ
Qhge T jre\.%l e

e il St f;"ﬂ
%ﬁﬁ?@'{ T\ﬁ 0\0’38-1. gk




:5”“ ” assumlng the p031tlon of Trafflcante

L RO Lealt
Roselll and ¥erdta remalned The Committee agrees ‘

with the CIA that these flgures, at least Trafficante

and Giancana, were kept informed of the progress of

the plots.
' What is puzzling is the introduction of a

person simply referred to asf"Maceo§ into a highly
= -

sensitive and covert CIA operatlon without any

parrempn

apparent attempt'by the CIA to check his background

or ascertain his identity. It seems-extraordinary‘

that the cIa would propel the plots forward w1thout

performlng any security check. Indeed, 1t,seems o A o

more loglcal that at 1east Roselli and Harvey did
ascertain the identity'of;MaceB and for whatever
reason decided to withhold this Lnfo matipn. Further, .

l.;g. st o e B A TN I N O T e m’ o L t" ? a«#-f{"‘ 5t N ST A g s,
although th moblllzatlon 1nvolved V%mmm%@, ‘whom Coe

w7

Caap ey

enrr. b

Cd
o o
T e A A g § YT LTS

N e
‘ Trafflcante recru1ted in Phase One, Lt seems reasonable

to assume that some of the 1nd1v1duals in-Phase One ;““/

of Plgs and probably untll the advent of Sov1et

These efforts, however, may well~v¢f
7 p"a((, b

f
were actively attempting to kill Castro after the Bay ‘5
EER
3
solldlflcatlon. : ;
‘ o ) 4> 4 £v b

P ]

. : e A e e
P R .
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) x .
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have been conductedfwitheut'CIA knowledge and

again support the theory ef independent organizea

‘crime plots. — owv te @376’,*5Vf

y,é; A relatea iseue ie whether “phases" actually
/,ff existed or whethernthe operations to_kiil Castro

,/’ encompassed a continuous time period. As previousiy

7 ' indicated,'the CIA precautions that the'plot was

dormant from the Bay of Pigs untll Harvey assumed ;.

.,
-

a 901ng operatlon..‘ Con31der1ng that Roselli was

v ———— e

\fable to 1mmed1ate¥y 'mobilize his forces in 1962 in.

N e i

.response to Harvey s request and that thlS 1967

. - . e B St TR 0 et A r_.—-..-_v«.._ .,
' PRy R Lo
H 8 oy R

IGR characterlzes Macco as Roselll s man, it is -

more probable that‘Trafflcante,_who had recruited
.all the Cuban'personnel previously:usea ih the.uu
~attempts and who malntalned the most compiete network
of Cuban allles in Mlaml and Cuba, Drov1ded thls A

1nd1v1dual If this speculatlon is accurate, then it

1splays Trafflcante ‘again performlng a Qllect role

!
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durlng Phase 11, a "function every source has ‘denied.
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During late 1962 and early 1963 Phase Two
‘ e S T T A i
%f undramatlcally and slowlthermlnated. In retrospect,
the amblguous modus operandl, the lack of identity

of the potentlal assa551ns, the’ total rellance of

Harvey 'on Roselli for any 1nformatlon, and the ,
i \‘\‘\\

seemingly apathetic desire of the CIA to corrobotate RS
any-1nformatlon.from_Roselll all converge to posit the\'
theory.that organizedxerime;was;not setiously-atteméting
to assassinate Castro afterCfollowing the'solidification
'iof Soviet.influencefin the Castro regimet ‘Trafffcantev
Lansky, and other Cuban casino owners must”have realized
- by the mid-1962 that theb"golden goose" of Havana |
had lald its last egg, and . that fortunes were to be
made elsewhere. Certalnly, hlstory shows grow;ng
Lansky 1nf1uence in the Bahamas and Las Vegasp
Trafflcante prOJects in the Domlnlcan Republlc,and
burgeonlng bollta operatlons 1n Florlda arlslng from
the 1nflux of Cuban exile. Further, organlzed crlme‘
- may have determlned that the new Justlce Department '
.rcrackdown would probably not have permltted the
;"w1de open" Cuba of the pre Kennedy era even 1f the o
: United States had succeeded 1y oustlng the Cuban_

regime. Consequently, while the Unlted States -
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government, specifically the CIA, still possessed a
_EViable 1nterest in assa351nat1ng Castro, orqanlzed
crime did not.

2. Motivation of Organized Crime to be
involved in Plots :

Despite the reasons just presented to diScontinqe

e

attempts to kill Castro, organized crime still had Rca

.

'strong_incentive'to.string-the CIA alongl) Speoifically;
this incentiveiwas to establish a relationship withfthe
ClA for subsequent use in thwarting proseoution‘for |
VA QWS L L .

X2 ffenses and thus bluntlng any Justice
Department proceedings against organized crime.

The Committee belweves that organized crime,'

iwhile always recogn121ng the benefits of establishlng
a relationshlo w1th the CIA, fzgzzzgll§l¥§§jalso
fseriously 1nterested in assa351nat1ng Castro to regain
lost territory. As already 1ndicated the Commlttee |
believes this de51re ebbed w1th,thepsolidiflcatlon

~of Sovieé‘influence and other factors'just mentioned;

'After this occnrrance it appears organized orime may

only have put forth the "appearance of involvement

liand good falth in the plots to further define, a
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4'relationship with the CIA. 1Indeed, the CIA
-~prevention of prosecution in 1961 in the Las
Vegas wiretap_incident would have given Maheu,
Roselli.and'Giancana_confirmation of.the.value of .
'such'a relationship and impetus for'COntinuinc it‘
in 1962 even though the assassination of Castro
may no longer have been a viable alternatlve.
- The actlons of Maheu, Glancana, and partlcularly
- Roselli in the years follow1ng these plots support.
thlS theory. As related in Sectlon 11, these o
1nd1v1duals actually dld use thelr CIA afflllatlon.'
and knowledge of the plots 1n attempts to hlnder
o4~ 216
law enforcement prosecutlons and objectlves. :
;iThe success of some of thelr efforts verifies the
tremendous blackmail potential they possessed.. As |
Sam Papich, the'FBI liaison to thé'ch COmnented in
May,.l967, Giancana and Roselll had the CIA "over .
a barrel" because of "that operatlon and he doubted
that the FBI would be able: to do anythlng about elther‘:
Glancana or Roselll because of “thelr prev1ous
. 205~
act1v1t1es" with the CIA. 1‘7
It is clear that at least one group beneflted
from the fallure of the assa551natlon plots. .

3~, Retallatlon Theory

The Committee found no evidence that these
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operations'provoked Premier Castro to‘assassinaté
. Presidert Kennédy in retaliation.
. The Committee élso has found no evidence that
Castro knew of CIA‘sponsorship'of tﬁeée activities .
- or even‘knew of their existence prior £0‘£ﬁe déath

of President Kennedy. BEwss 1{f castro did discover

their existence, however, the Committee does not

n . X

In an article,in the Washington Post on

e

Septémber g9, 1976, Andersoh revesled thab ex-‘—C_IA~
agent William Hafvey(.attorney:EdWatd—P;vMoréan;
-~ and reputed mobster John Réselli”weré'ﬁis'soﬁrcesQ 
rThe Committee has.detefmined that Jéhn Réselli waé thei
 person wﬂd’infprmed Harvey andAMdrgah éboUtAthe.plots'

and the retaliation theory; thus}fonly>one_source,'i'

Hw;qausg_'Dop;d5322?3§46-‘Pageyasu-v"
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Eth'assuming that Castro did asceftain

 the existence .of the CIA-organized crime plots ana

that the cia spehsored them'and ignoring the Committee's
\ ‘belief thet Roselli febricated the retaliation theory,

the'Committee still believes it is unlikely that ‘
.Castrb would have resorted to assassinating the
President of the United States in‘retaliation for the

~ reasons indicated in the AMLASH pertion of the issue
Analysis‘section;‘ Specifically; these‘reasons are:
| 1) .the prospect of ekﬁosing Cube to |

invasion and destruction would not have

been worth the risk;

2) the act of changlng a leader does not E o
. necessarily change the system, &%cﬁn§v<ﬁﬁ?M¢f9$”

-3) Castro may have recognlzed that 2&92;5 :
" - the leaders of the United StatesAKennedy
" maintained the least hostile approach
" towards Cuba, and

4) the grow1ng prospect of detente betwee1
- Cuba and the United States would have
refrained Castro from assassinating an
© American official. : :

4.>>Related Organlzed Crlme ACthltleS
The Commlttee rev1ewedAev1dence that ﬁm&%ﬁar

raises the p0531b111ty that varlous organlzed crlmeowL”UI
wer s : @L
flguresAlnvolved in attempts to assa551nate Castroﬂwere

unrelated»to the CIA. -
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Tb ascertain more information about organized
crime'é knowiedge about Caétro asséssination plots,
ilthe Committee investigated Nbrman Rothman,who ‘was active
in operating various éasiﬁos in Cuba before the Castro
fakeover'énd who conseguently maintained_associations'
with organized crime and the'BatistaAregime.v |
.vAtivarious times, Rothman_éerved as manager of
| the Sans Souci and Copacabana Clubs,in Cubé represe;ting,
,Séeryeilo P- ;49  fhe intereéts of the Mannarinovbrotheré ofl?ittsburgh.gé
| ! . ! | | FBi files on Rbthman iﬁdicateithat aféroposél
to.kill:Castfg was made to'Roéhman aé.a "quid pro quo'-l
.in which Rothman expected to avoid‘impriéénmentvfor ,
a 1960 gﬁn running conviétionf}fiburiné_ah FBI interview;

Rothman stated that he had been in "pefsonal contact

with White House attorney Harry Hall Wilson, as well.

/_ as Assistant Attorney General John Liegenthaier&;both
! of Washington, D.C." and members of the Kennedy
/ S 1 ] Admini's;tration.0—)“;zo

In a'depositioh to the Committee taken in

- Miami onéApril 16, 1978, Rothman expanded on the

theme to include a series of mysterious telegrams

sdmmoning him td the White House for a series of two

or three meetings which began in Attorney General
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Kennedy's office with members of his staff and
\ S : o

\-' " continued in a conference room where Rothman's
assistance in providing contacts inside Cuba was.

o2 - ;
explored. At the last meeting Rothman says that:

"one of them happened to dlscuss /the'
“assassination of Castrg/w1th me, but not

in a technical way. You know, just in a

casual way. That is about it. I cannot
& B ’ : for the moment remember it word for word.

See yellow p. 151 ‘because it is too far back." 3o~
| The evidence suggesting such an .approach by Robert
Kennedy is'entirely uncorroborated and makes no sense
when viewed in light of the Justice Department crack-.
down on organized crime. Further, it seems extremely h

doubtful Lhat any meeting w1th Rothman on this toplc'

would have occurred at the White House.'_Consequently,_

| the Committee believes it‘highiy nnlikely that suchAmv"
event ocourred. o Cap
The Committee also reviewed evidencelﬁhich

indicates.that‘organized‘crime may:have been aware of -
the AMLASH operatlon durlng its eylstence.-

| The I&ﬁ?’IGR 1dent1f1ed three name llnks between
vthe AMLASH operatlon and the organlzed crime operatlon.

e Qnéﬂ“b

The IGR dld not suff1c1ently analyze, however,“that S

the common denomlnator in two of the links was-Santo'

Trafficante.
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a) Link .One
In March, 1961, the CIA received information

that a high—rankihg military figure in the Castro
Sow 6 [fm‘oé\ ' c)lo&’my s

" regime ,and a ﬁgﬁmeeepereeﬂek—eee@ee@fy—ef-Castro,
. S 52, ; 7 e
both wished to defect. The military officexr-was
St ik R

R@W@e&e@%e Sc-r(vAMLAS Hwm a1t g

secrelaltyemmwas %ﬂéﬂm@ﬁtavmehemepeﬁatememueedm%p

Phasgw?‘of - iAwer@anrzedﬁqgamemp&ets As already
revealed oY
indicated, the &9- I@ documents/that Trafflcanteh re-

(VY \Q)\,\ ¢€h€4\‘

cruited
The Commlttee has determlned that other than
e N Clbae O(,‘h‘w\) :
the c01n01dence of both @m@e and AMLASH seeklng
exX
rnflltratlon at the same time there 1s nothlng to-
,suggest a relatlonshlp between the tw0'men in attempting:,

to assa351nate Castro, not a common denomlnator w1th

Trafflcante, Roselll, Giancana or any other members -
of the American gambllng syndlcate. ThlS lJnP 1s MAP eO o

thexrefore manqxgnlflcant
' o} Link Two -
In mid- March 1965 Rafael Garcia Bongo, a noted

Cuban lawyer whose brother occupled the prestlglous

position of Mlnlster of Sports in Cuba, contacted CIA
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station personnel in Madrid to inform the agency
- .that "he was in contact with a group of military

officers Who were planning to kill Castro” (1967

- : s cpad
I.G. Report, Po - Je It quickly became clear to CIA"

employees that Bongo S reference was to Gk&ﬁfﬁY and the

group of military men who were allled with him in attempt~
4 22§ L xeR . e TER
ing to depose Castro. Although the 1285 and ITS=am.
N K%GA&DKQ G '

Re@emes are 51lent a@m@ﬁw§§§§I attltude toward Bongo s
‘ e CUTY
1nformat10n, 1t must be assumed that hosep did not
respond afflrmatlvely since the AMLASH operatlon was
in progress at the tlme and Artlme was in the process»ﬁ

of.delivering'arms caches to Swlseshines people within

Cuba.
Interestlngly, Bongo 1dent1f1ed hlmself to Agency
CepAlagadiig |
personnel as a lawyer,ﬁm% the Caprl Hotel and Ca51no.

65
in Havana}who had been jalled L\.July 1975 for a’

period of 75 days, allegedly_as a reprisal for

representing Santo Trafficante.. Bongo’s utilization

of the short prlson term to establlsh hlsh"bona fldeS

is questlonable as Trafflcante was 1n jall durlng
August)l959., For the Cuban government to walt for &‘Pwtks
years to exact retribution for that representatlon makes

[t%Pf
} s’ sense. P0551bly; Bongo was 1nvolved 1n_approach1ng
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station personnel in Madrid to inform the agency

.- .that "he was in contact with a group of military

officers who were planning to kill Castro” (1967
224
I.G. Report, p. ). It quickly became clear to CIA’
- ‘ - s |
employees that Bongo's reference was to- ewyre and the

group of military men who were allied with him in attempt-

22§ 6R Y, TEA
ing to depose Castro. Although the T&6% and IEiamssd

Rﬁawwa A

Repewtss are silent attltude toward Bongo s
' ' 4o TPy

information, it must be assumed that &imess did not

respond affirmatively since the AMLASH operation was
in progress at the time and Artime was in the process

of delivering arms caches to Gubesinks people within

Cuba.

Interestingly,‘Bongo identified himself to Agency‘-
rﬁ/(-? ‘L@Ms‘fh'}"
personnel as a lawyer,‘mk the Caprl Hotel and Casino
e C‘ S'
in Havana}who had been jalled Ln July 1975 For &
period of 75 days, allegedly as a reprisal foxr
2 it
representing Santo Trafficante. Bongo's utilization

of the short prison tefm to establish his "bona fides"

is questlonable as Trafflcante was in jail during
August)l959. For the Cuban government to wait for §4autk_
years to exact retribution for that representatlon makes

[«}Le
' sense. Possibly, Bongo was 1nvolved 1n_approach1ng
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:the Castro government in 1962 on frafficante's‘
behalf for permission.to reopen the Capri casino.

| .Bongo's'trip to Madrid apparently involned more
than a oontact ‘with the CIA for he Qas arrested for
counterfeltlng and held untll his old. cllent, Santo

. “YJ NSLeasieant M o fmg
Trafflcante, arrlved with a &%%ﬁamaawmu&éwﬁéyeesh

_to obtain his release?ﬂjéresumably, Bongo was paroled‘
back to Cuba, at an unspec1f1ed later date, where
he dled.

One aspect of the Bongo—Trafflcante relatlonshlp
in Madrid deserves fuller_treatment although it is

doubtful that anything more than supposition can result

“ from further exploratlon. 'As already indicated, 1t has

been reported by Jack Anderson that

_secret source untll his death John Roselli; had reason
to speculate ‘that Cubans“sEIEI;;IINX ecrulted,by Santo
Trafflcante to klll Castro were "turned around"wand |
sent back to the Unlted States where they were dlrectly
1nvolved in the assa351natlon of Pre81dent Kennedy.'
If thlS 11ne of hypothecatlon is adapted then the :

' h trlp to Madrld by Bongo could assume some 51nlster'

M
1mp11catlons such as- the p0551b111ty that Bongo s
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real purpose in'contacting the‘Madrid Station_was

to act as a double agent for/Castro in ascertaining
s’fthe.nature aud scope of the AMLASH operation.“ Castro»b

certainly became aware of the Artime meetings w1th

‘Cube&auln the fall of 1964 since the list of charges

upon which Ce&FT went to trial in l966:began with

theése Madrid ﬁeetiﬁgs. If Castro had begun his

suspicions of ywydrm.s role with the CIA durlng

late 1964 or early 19?5 1t is llkely that he would
'have begun counter 1ntelllgence measures to confirm his -

fears which could have 1ed to Castro sendlng Bongo
Al
to Spain to contact the Agency.' Given Tzaéégeante+s,
f" CBREGE (o fage
Closewnties-te uwngu, it can be postulated that o
A pioodd poss Beged .
<Trafflcante4was»aware of Bongo s true mission prior

to his departure or became knowledgeable when he bawled'

hlm out of jall in Madrld t)

TR s e LA ¢ o et e SN
e e SN

\wwiTrafflcante also could have recelved news of

ML
éqb@ggﬂs tles w1th ‘the Agency through his close’

assoc1ate Jorge Nobregés who was descrlbed by Gorge

Crlte in hlS Washlngton POSL artlcle (circa 8/17/76)

' ML RO
' > as "hav1ng worked with the CIA, was 1n eﬂbéiaﬂs
’ student revolutlonary group in Cuba, and always close.

'to Trafflcante.
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‘Actually, given the extent of Trafflcante's
high-level contacts within the exile community and
the low—level security in the CIA ekile operations,

>‘{it.is egtremely logical that Trafficante}and other
members of the underworld knew, in some fashion,:
part or all of the AMLASH plot. bThe question
becomes: So what? -Short.of being able'to'hlackmail
- .the government about the modus operend1 of the 1960 62
events, the s1gn1flcance of mob knowledge of AMLASH |
is not readlly apparent.
, howuger,
IﬁﬁTrafflcante was a double agent worklng for
,theACIA.but actually supplylng 1nformatlon to Castro,f
thenvanother scenario emergesr"it is then‘logical
~to assume that Castro knew.of the AMLASH'and‘CIA—
organlzed crlme operatlons ‘from thelr 1nceptlon. :
As mentloned earller in thls materlal Trafflcante ‘k
.could have recelved a sanctuary and-a531stance ln'l
smuggling contraband for such 1nformatlon. As Qiso~
dlscussed earller, however, the Conmlttee belleves ;
that even if Castro had knowledge of CIA sponsorshlp
of plots agalnst his 11fe, that thls would not haVe

.‘provoked h1m to klll Pre31dent Kennedy.' The beneflt

of contemporaneous knowledge of the plots would be .
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to neutralize their effect. Consequently, the
Committee believes that any contacts between

¢ 0 NELELSG *ﬂ\\f

_ AMLASH and Bongo G nou\effect the untenablllt]

of the retallatlon theory

¢c). Link three

The SSC noted that 1nformatlon contalned in the
_ TG,
k&ﬁ@ﬁ@@ﬂ from "A," &égggr—ﬁp&mosa~ﬁe%mandez, ralsed

N\,

the p0851b111ty that a link existed between the

AMLASH operations and the 1960 62 CIA plots to

: 52
assa551nate Castro u51ng underworld contacts.

A Priod

= G (e, :
A review of the ﬁ&ﬁﬁuimc report does not

sustaln the Senate s conjecture in that there is no
available evidence 01ted in the Report to suggest

that "A" (W had knowledge of

or involvement with, eny‘of the syndlcate or Cuban h;
‘eXiies who pertioipated in Phase I or II of the:
CIA—Mefia assassination plots durlng 1960~ 62 ‘What
Book vV did Qas'to seize upon the 1967's»tentative :
identificetion of-"name linksﬁabetween the‘lééo—ﬁz

organized operation and AMLASH intrigpe,'and.expand

HW 53080 DocId:32273546 Page 96 . .




the amorphus‘naﬁure of those "name linke," Which.

incluaed "A," into a theory that "A" was.fhe

conduit through which the Syndicate became knowledgeable

of both the AMLASH operationraﬁd the initial CIA

'efforts to eliminate Castro.‘;¥\ -

The only solid factual basis for Book V's t1e~

in bepween AMLASH and the 1960—62 CIA syndicate plots

is based upon Victof ESpenosa's exile activities

in June—duly 1963, which Book V examined. 'MOreovet?,
"CIA files contaiﬁed at‘leaét some FBI reports on "A,"

fthe Cuban ex1le who was 1nvolved in transportlng

exp1051ves to New Orleaﬁs 1n 1963 These reports detall'

hls_lnvolvement with anti-Castro exiles and "underworld

flgures who were operatlng the guerllla tralnlng

camp in New Orleans in July 1963

The ' underworld flgures reference relates'te

Mlchael and Wllllam McLaney who have been cons;dered

organlzed,crlme affiliates by some law enforcement ana:”

media»personhelf (See profile5,'Again,:hewevef, no
"eviaeﬁce‘froﬁ any&source plééevaeiahey iﬁto the early_‘A
pVCIA plots to kill Castro er into the AMLASH operation.“‘
- A review of the June—July 1963 act1V1t1es of McLaney

~

.and VlCtOI Esplnosa leads only to the 1nference that .

¥ e -Céw@£ ok bl Q’og%'vg\"\
| | '\‘V\V\ H‘waaﬂr/ "t‘

e \‘ANF—S WJ\'C oy Jt
. Jot A kw87

D ’M \/N_ ‘%3
b“"‘“o - S n 679~ 104" o:/\ |
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- their operation was a private limited yentureﬂ
with no agency or syndicate support and wery.llttle
':.ohance ot_success. » »
Moreover, the 1ink betweeancLaney, Espinosa»
and the organized_crime principals‘conneqted4to
the initial CIA Castro plots must.be.dissected in
order to make a judgment as to the-likelihood of .
.the §sC speculation'that'the syndiCate held'"inside"
1nformatlon on Agency operatlons 1n 1960 65. |
Slnce the Senate dld not attempt to 1nterv1ew
~either of the thaney brothers oxr Vlctor Esplnosa in
-1975 nor ask pr1n01pals of the. 1960 62 plots of thelr»l
knowledge or relatlonshlp to McLaney or Esplnosa, the;'
Senate's hypothetlcal questlon of underworld knowledge
- of thevfull range of CIia Castro plots is based upon a
’ 'minimum'of hard.data and a maximum of free-wheel;ng'
conjecture. | | - | |
The ev1dence 11nk1ng Esplnosa to any known organlzed
crime flgures con51sts of hlS adm1551on to belng
»frlends w1th "Cappy" Rothman, Norman Rothman s son,
:and a casual knowledge of Amerlcan gamblers gleaned

. from hlS student days of v151t1ng the Havana ca81nos.
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Mike M%?

's ties to organized crime have
/nﬂhr_yquY E

+ within federal law
enforcement agencies since the 1950's but no solid
evidence has lihked him’to Trafficante,;Roselli_of
Giancana; 48ince McLaney has been most frequently
: " : : mentioneo’asia "Lanskyvman." To place a w1tt1ng

l o McLaney into the 1960-62 plots,'lt reqguires a ser1es,~‘

‘!speculatlve hurdles Wthh 1nclude.

i a;m' = ’
-1~ (§) Meyer Lansky was a plotter w1th
, Trafficante,

S e e 57

(p) McLaney was Lansky's "action" man; and

1~ (@) the various underworld figures acted
TR . s in concert in promoting anti-Castro
\7 o operatlons. _ .

" o . i The Commlttee belleves that nt _gﬁjAthese premlses/~

‘L
"» «aregg%s1l supportable with facts and consequently
: LA AN .

does not place any 51gn1f1cance in the Vlctor Splnosa :
link. | | B | ”
ffSK-:()_ K:<:, As indicsted earlier, both Sam Giancana.and
..}» e“f:S ~ John Roselli wefe murderedg .Sem Giahcana was shot
E,f T . in the basement of hlS home in Chlcago in June,'
i : 1275, just prior to hlS scheduled testlmony before,:

the SSC regardlng the CIA organlzed crlmerplots, _
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'i_John Roselli's,butchered body was found inside
_an o0il drum which was floating in Key Bisoayne‘
Bay, Florida in August, 1976 which was shortly
~after his testimony before the SSC regarding the CIA-
organized crime plots.. |
Variods theories.have surfaced concerning'

Why thef were kiiled ahd who.was‘responsible.i Ohe__'
theory relevant to this'investigation is'that Giancana-
‘“and Roselll were kllled because of thelr part1c1patlonh5
in the Castro assa551natlon plots and the SsC attempts_

to e11c1t 1nformatlon on the plots. .In thlS ;

regard Trafficante has most often been the person

ass1gned respon51b111ty for the deaths.; On ‘the other

hand, the Justlce Department 1nformed the Commlttee

'that 1t belleves that organlzed crime performed~the:ja

murders and that the reaSons”were unrelated to the;CIA~l

organlzed crime plots..'.- | |

The Justlce Department is sttil 1nveetrgat1ng

both murders. ‘The Commlttee has not uncovered ev1dence-;

,relevant'to’solv1ng these murders-. ‘The Committee
aoee believe, however;-that a variety’of'motlvatlons
inspired the deathe; _These-motiﬁations:inclaaed
internal mob-conflict, especially in the case of‘

.Giancana, and participation and knowledge of the CIA-
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organized crime plots. The Committee considers it

probable'that Trafficante approved of and

‘:-assisted in the murder§ ofrﬂt:igﬁﬁi»qohn Roeeili.
Trafficante’s motivation~m§m$ﬂ have been tohmaintain
a low profile in oonneotion with the CIa,plots and
to prevent disclosure of other unknovh persons
involved in the ‘plots as well as other operations“

~and act1v1t1es whlch an 1nvest1gatlon of the plots

mlght uncover. The Commlttee_doesvhot_belleve that
such activities_were hecessarily connected_to.thei b
assassinatioh of Presideht Rennedv For ‘instance,
Trafflcante may have had a covert relatlonshlp w1th

Castro whlch may have entalled his runnlng contraband

through Cuba into the Unlted States. _‘ \\L .g‘-

- . ¥ § ~
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Consequently although the deaths of Roselll_,

ol

LI Dot R b
and Giancana ahal@amﬁma@e related

~ the CIA—organlzed crime operatlons, the Commlttee

.. nLCCS..’”‘?’ “ ) .
does not believe that they are/irelated to the
assa531natlon of President Kennedy.

IV. CONCLUSIONS o L

The Committee makes the following cbnclusions:

A. AMLASH OPERATION

o 1. THE COMMITTEE FINDS NO'EVIDENCE THAT THE -
R :\ . AMLASH OPERATION PROVOKED  PREMIER. CASTRO.
' TO ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN RETALIATION.

2. THE COMMITTEE HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO ASCERTAIN
WHETHER THE AMLASH OPERATION PRIOR TO THE DEATH
OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY CAN BE CHARACTERIZED AS
AN ASSASSINATION PLOT. C ;

i ASSUMING THAT AMLASH WAS kOT AN ASSASSINATION
PLOT DURING THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY AND
THAT CASTRO UNCOVERED ITS EXISTENCE AND SCOPE,

" THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY

- THAT CASTRO WOULD HAVE BEEN PROVOKED IN A

-~ MANNER SUFFICIENT TO INDUCE ASSASSINATING
PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN RETALIATION. T,

4. ASSUMING THAT AMLASH WAS AN ASSASSINATION
PLOT DURING THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY
AND THAT CASTRO UNCOVERED ITS EXISTENCE AND
. o . ‘ - SCOPE, THE COMMITTEE STILL BELIEVES IT IS
N : UNLIKELY THAT CASTRO WOULD HAVE RESORTED TO
S - ASSASSINATRATHE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATFS
- IN RETALIATION. : ‘ , o
B THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES THAT ANY KNOWLEDGE ON .
' THE PART OF ORGANIZED CRIME OF THE AMLASH
" OPERATION OR ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN ORGANIZED
CRIME FIGURES INVOLVED IN THE CIA-ORGANIZED
CRIME PLOTS AND AMLASH WOULD.NOT ALTER THE
.CONCLUSION THAT CASTRO WAS NOT INVOLVED IN
THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY.
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B. CIA-ORGANIZED CRIME PLOTS
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THE COMMITTEE FINDS NO EVIDENCE THAT THESE
OPERATIONS PROVOKED PREMIER CASTRO TO
ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN RETALIATION.

THE COMMLTTEE FINDS NO CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE

THAT CASTRO KNEW OF THE EXISTENCE OF THESE

PLOTS DURING THE LIFE ‘OF PRESIDENT  KENNEDY,
¥$éﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ IF CASTRO DID LEARN OF THEIR EXISTENCE,
THE COMMITTEE 3 * BELIEVESTHAT CASTNOPRma‘9
WOULD ' HAVE 55sess ::,~;;any THFM‘ﬂEEH THE
CIA. ) A’Hr ;\;w:u{ T T

ASSUMING THAT DURING THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT
KENNEDY THAT CASTRO DID LEARN OF THE EXISTENCE
OF THESE PLOTS AND THAT THE CIA WAS SPONSORING .
THEM, THE COMMITTEE STILL BELIEVES IT IS UNLIKEL!
THAT CASTRO WOULD HAVE RESORTED TO ASSASSINATING
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES THAT ORGANIZED CRIME
WAS INVOLVED IN ATTEMPTS TO ASSASSINATE CASTRO._-
INDEPENDENT OF ANY CIA OPERATIONS.

THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES ‘THAT THE. PRINCIPAL

REASON WHY ORGANIZED CRIME PARTICIPATED IN THE
PLOTS WAS TO STRING THE CIA ALONG AND THUS
FOSTER A GROWING RELATIONSHIP WHICH COULD :
SUBSEQUENTLY BE EXPLOITED TO PREVENT PROSECUTIONE
OF THE ORGANIZED FIGURES.INVOLVED IN THE PLOTS.

THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES THAT JOHN ROSELLI USED
THE FACTS OF THE CIA-ORGANIZED CRIME PLOTS TO
FABRICATE THE RETALIATION THEORY IN EFFORTS
TO PREVENT HIS PROSECUTION IN LEGAL MATTERS.

-






