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(ﬂ) Two'primary reasons prompfed the Committee to
investigate anti-Castro activists and organizations.
First, the Committee ascertained that as a consequence
of the failure and eventual unwilTingness of the Kennedy
Administration to liberate Cuba from Cascro,:these persons
bend organizatjons.~£gg:g located primarily in the .

United States)gggf%ighly militaristic in nature, possessed
the means; motive, and opportunity to assassinate the |
President. Second, the Committee felt that LeeiHarvey"

- Oswald's verified association with anti—Castro_«....

Cubo.'

5

= while living in New Orleans during 1963,
”together with h1s possible contacts with other anti-
activists @ogs;(n(d-\{
Castro SENEER, further enhanced the p¥abab+l¢¢y of the
involvement of anti—Castro elements in the assassination.
For these reasons, the Committee thoroughly investigated
numerous anti-Castro organizations and operatives
+ies :
and Oswa1d'shactivis§3 while 1iving-in New Orleans to

determine their connection, if any, to the assassination.

(;1 The Committee 1n1t1ated its investigation by |
selecting the most active ant1-Castro groups and their
key leaders from among the more than 100 anti-Castro
organizations in existence in November 1963. " These
groups included Alpha 66, JURE, Commandos L, the
Directorio Revolutionario Estudiantial (DRE), the Cuban
Revo]utﬁonary Counci]n(CRC), which inc1udes the Frente
Revolucianario Democratico (FRD), the Junta Gobierno.de

~ Cuba in Exi1o‘(JGCE) ~the 30th of November, the |

;Intornat1ona1 Penetrat1on Forces (InterPen)

Revo]ut1onary Recovery Movement (MRR), and EIC
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summer of 1963. - -

Their se1ect1on evo]ved both from the.;omm1ttee sw”
v1ndependent f1e1d<1nvest1gatlon and the examination

of ﬁhe files and records maintained by the federal

and 1oca1’agencies-fhen monitoring Cuban exile

Vactivfty. These agencfes 1hc1uded‘1oca1 police departments,
the FBI, the CIA, the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous
Drugs (now thé DEA), the Customs Service, the Immiération

and Natura1ization"$ervice, and ‘the Department of Defense.

p
v

(:3> These groups aan be dascr1hed as "action groups.
These were the movements most active on both the
military and propaganda  fronts, ;he-ﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁlﬁzf ndt
only talked about anti-Castro dperations, but actually
carried out infiltrations and raids into Cuba,'condacted
‘Castro assassination attempts, participated in a.
multiplicity of arms dea]ings and posseséed-the most
vociferous and aggressive 1eaders; These were thé.
groups and individuals who received the crux of the

Kennedy Administration's crackdown on anti-Castro

operations following the Cuban missile crisis. These

~were also the ones who, in the end, were the most S

bitter at President Kennedy and felt the most

betrayed.

.the Committee focused on lwlah%ahn%
the key members in each grbup and concentrated on
uncover1ng links to Lee Harvey‘05wa1d~ The Comm1ttee'
found evidence of contact@between Oswald andﬂ4ﬁunv
who were
1ﬂd|v dua]snas<0c1ated with iﬂlﬂ ant1—Casfro groups
These persons were JURE member Sllv1a 0dio, Alpha 66

léader Antonio Veciana, CRC designate Frank Bartes, -

and DRE member Carlos Bringuier. Oswald encountered

!

both Bartes and Br1ngu1er in New Or]eans during the

i P AT TSI TS 4 e
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Team 3 CoP o K APl Fonzi

T THE  TNERED toOS OF A
@ ANTI-CASTRO CUBAN CONSPIRACYY

ﬁ%)Was the John F. Kennedy assassination a conspiracy

involving anti-Castro Cuban exiles? There were at
D

oA .
least two significant factors whach-led the Committee

to consider that CEEA question: opmmers the Warren

Comm1351on s de0151on not to(further)1nvest1ga§_}{£e

issue despite the urglng of staff counsels involved

and
in that area of evidencegiEEES

apparent fact that the anti-Castro Cuban exiles had
the means, motivation and opportunity to be involved

in the assassination.

c-M \m\

U&& Pus:haqlﬂ!l ‘the area of pOSSlble Cuban exile

involvement was one in which the Warren CommLSSLOn
was not provided with an adequate investigatiVe
background. According to the Senate Select

Committee on Intelligence;vm&Hﬁ#&-&a&ke&—intu—eheirele

; (Qy "Despite knowledge of Oswald's apparent interest

in pro-Castro and anti-Castro activities and top level

2 :

;& § awareness of certain CIA assassination plots, the

33 E FBI...made no special investigative effort into,.

HW 53080 DocId:32273595 Page 11
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questions of possiﬁle Cuban government or Cuban exile
involvement in the assassination independént of the
Oswald‘investigétion; There is no indication that
the FBI or the CIA directed the interviewiﬁg of
Cuban sources br of sources within the Cuban exile
community."l ‘ |
62%) Nevertheléss, even from the paucity of

evidence that was available to them in 1964, two

staff attorneys for the Warren Commission speculated

that Lee Harvey Oswald, despite his public posture

_as a Castro sympathizer, was actually an agent of
® g 4

anti-Castro exiles. Pressing for further investiga-
tion of that possibility, Assistant Counsels William

Coleman# and W. David Slawson wrote a memoréndum to

Sttt ~g, .

the Commission

(Ly'The evidence here could lead to an anti-
Castro involvement in‘the’assassﬂiztion

. on some sort of basis as this: OsWwald
could have become known to the Cubans as
being strongly pro-Castro. He made no
secret of his sympathies, and so the
anti-Castro Cubans must have realized -
that law enforcement authorities were
also aware of Oswald's feelings and that,
therefore, if he got into trouble, the
public would also learn of them...
Second, someone in the anti-Castro or-
ganization might have been keen enough
to sense that Oswald had a penchant for
violence...On these facts, it is pos-
sible that some sort of deception was

H¥ 53080 DocId:32273595 Page 12



used to encourage Oswald to kill the
President when he came to Dallas...

The motive of this would, of course, :
be the expectation that after the Presi-
dent was killed Oswald would be caught
or at least his identity ascertained,
the law enforcement authorities and the
public would then blame the assassina-
tion on the Castro government and a
call for its forceful overthrow would

be irresistible...

_ G TA 1§
é%ﬂ.:Wﬂmwgﬂrﬁmmortant in considering the possi-

bility of anti-Castro Cuban involvement in the Kennedy
o devele P ol .

assassinationg ™ historical awareness of the waves

of political and emotional impulses which coursed
through the Cuban exile communities in Miami, New

Orleans and Dallas while Kennedy was President.

R e foime of Gdd Caatre Ruz

The Background:

(;S’ If it can be said to have a beginning, the
anti-Castro Cuban exile movement was seeded in the
early morning hours of New Year's Day, 1959, when a
DC-4 lifted from the fog-shrouded Camp Columbia air-

field in_Havana.3 Aboard the plane was -Fulgencio

who g«.& \oeens
‘Batista, the military dictator of

fon v previonn S e

Cuba. Batista was fléeing the country, his regime
long beset by forces from within and without, now
crumbling under pressure from rebel forces sweeping

down from the mountainé. When dawn came, the bells

DocId:32273595 Page 13
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tolled in Havana and, 600 miles away, Fidel Castro Ruz
; : ; 2

began his triumphal march to the capital. For

seven days Castro and his 26th of July Movement rebels

moved down Cuba's Central Highway while thousands

‘cheered and threw flowers in their path. Castro

finally arrived in Havana on January 8th and character-
istically gave a speech. Clad in his . green fatigue
uniform while three white doves, which someone had
dramatically released,circled above him, Castro
boldly procléimed: "There is no longer an enemy!"

?g) He was wrong, of course, and knew it. A

hard core of Batistianos had fled the country early,

many long before their leader, and were already con-
cocting counter-revolutionary plots from their
refﬁges in the United States, the Dominican Republic
and elsewhere. _ |

<?2) And it was not very long éfter Castro took
power that a sense of betrayal began to grow among
those who had once been his strqngest supéorters.9
As each day went by it -became more appafent’that
Castro;s Revolution was, as one chronicler noted,
"leading inexorably toward an institutionalized
dictatarship invwhich individﬁals were contemptuously
shorn of their rights and dissenters weré met with
charges of treasonable conduct, counter-revolutionary

activity or worse."10 Then too, there was a large

DocId:32273595 Page 14



nﬁmber of pubiic executiqns. Within two weeks of
his reign, Castro shot 150 ex-Batista officials.ll
Within three months, there were at least 506 execu-
t'ions.12 |
<;%y The disillusionment for many Cubans deépened
when it became obvious that the form of Castro's
rule was turning toward Communism and that Castro's
- attitude toward the United States was engendering a
hostilé relationship. The publishing of Castro's
Agrariap Reform Law in May, 1959, was a significant
sign.l3 It was far more radical than had been ex-
pected and was obviously designed to étrip both
Cuban and American-owned sugar firms of their im-
mensely valuable Cane lands.14 A few weeks later‘
the Chief of Castro's Air Force, Major Pedro Diaz-

...there was Communist in-

15
fluence in the armed forces and Government." Then,

Lanz,resigned, charging

when Castro's own hand-picked President, Mandel
Urrutia, announced at a press conference that he
rejected the suppor: of the Communists and said )
. believe that any real Cuban revolutionary should
reject it openly," Castro immediately forced him to
resign and accused him of actions "bordering on .
16 :

treason.”":

(VQ) And so, after the broken pledges of free

.HH 53080 DocId:32273595 Page 15
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electiéns and a free press, the mass trials and
executions, the assumption of unlimited power and
the bellicose th;eats against theAUnited States, it
slowly began to dawn on many Cubans that Fidel
Castro was not the political savior they had ex-
Pe¢t9d~t£C}Then' on October 19, 1959, there occurred
an iﬁcident which precipitated the formation of the

first organized anti-Castro opposition within Cuba.

'Major Huber Matos, one of Castro's highest?ranking

officers and considered by most Cubans tc be one of

the key heroces of the Revolution, resigned from the
Army ih protest agains£ the increasing favoritism
shown: to known Communists.18 The next day Matos was
arfested, charged with treason, subsequently tried_
and sentenced to twenty years in érison. Shortly
afterwards, Castro himself called a secret meeting
of the National Agrarian Reform-Institute managers
at which he outlined a plan to communize Cuba within
three years.19 There the suspicions of Dr. Manuel
Artime, the manager in Oriente Province, were con-

firmed. "I realized," Artime later said, "that I

was a democratic infiltrator in a Communist govern-

ment."20

DocId:32273595 Page 16



G?O~Artime returned to Oriente and began or-
ganizing’studehts and peasants to fight against
Castro and Comﬁuﬂiéﬁ;’ By early November each pro-
&ince'in Cubé haa an element of Artime's new under-

ground movement. It was called the Movimiento de

Recuperacion Revolucionaria (MRR). It was the first

anti-Castro acﬁion group originating from within
Castro's own rariks.21 | o
Q?g) By the sgmmér of 1960, it héd become ob-
vious both within and outside of Cubé that the founda-
tion»for an eventual confrontation between Castro and
anti-Castro forces had been iaid. The Eisénhower
Administration had cancelled the Cuban sugar quota.22
Mikoyan had visited Havana and Raul Castro had gone
to Moscow.2> Ernesto "Che" Guevara had proclaimed
publicly that the Revolution was on the road set by
' Marxband Allen Dulles of the Central Intelligence
; Agency had said in a speech that Communism had per-
verted Cast.ro'svrevolution.24 = Ey then, ,Castro
had seized more.than $700 million in U. S. property
within,Cuba.,.z-5 |
(?2%) On March 17, 1960, President Eisenhower

authorized the CIA to organize, train, and equip Cuban

. . . 2
refugees as a guerilla force to overthrow Castro. 6

HW¥ 53080 DocId:32273595 Page 17



Soon it became common knowledge within Cuba that a
liberation army was being formed and that a political
structure in exile had been creatéd.27 As the

flight from Cuba’increased in size and fervor, the
exile community in the United States grew in spirit
énd confidence. -One historian éaptured the special
characteristics of the néw arrivals;

They were new types of refugees. Instead
of a home, they were seeking temporary
asylum. They fgund it along the sandy
beaches and curging coastline of Florida.
They arrived by the thousands, in small
fishing boats, in planes, chartered or

- stolen, and crowded into Miami. Along
the boulevards, under the palms, and in
hotel lobbies, they gathered and plotted
their counter-revolution. Miami began
to take on the air of a Cuban city. ‘
Even its voice was changing. Stores and
cafes began advertising in Spanish and
English...Everyone talked of home only
one hundred miles away. And everyone
talked about the great liberation army
being formed in2§he secret camps some-
where far away.

-(Qﬂ) By A§ril, 1961, the more than 100,000 Cubans
who had fled Castro's Revolution lived in anticipation
of its overthrow. They had been bﬁoyed in that hope

'_by public praonouncements of support from the United
States.Government.- In his State of the Union address,

President Kennedy had spoken of "the Communist base

HW¥ 53080 DocId:32273595 Page 18
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established 90 miles from the United States," and

said that "...Communist domination in this hemi-

wed

sphere can never be negotiated. In addition, the

Cuban exiles had been organized, directed and almost

totally funded by agencies of the U. S. Government,

principally the CIA.30

GQS From an historical perspectlve, in light of
its later radical change, the attltude of the Cuban
exiles toward the U. S. GoVernment prior to the Bay
of Pigs is especially significant. Author Haynes
Johnson who, in writing a history of the invasion,
collaborated with the top Cuban'leaders} inciuding
Brigade civilian éhief Manuel Artime; described that
attitude .in detail:

From the beginning, the Cuban counter-
revolutionists viewed their new American
friends with blind trust. Artime was no
exception. He, and later virtually all
of ‘the Cubans involved, believed so much
in the Americans -- or wanted so desper-
ately to believe -- that they never ques-
- tioned what was happening or expressed
doubts about the plans. Looking back on .
it, they agree now that their naiveté was
partly genuine and partly reluctance to
turn down any offer of help in liberat-
ing their country. In fact, they had
little choice; there was no other place
to turn. Some, of course, were driven
by other motives: political power and
personal ambition were involved. Even

DocId:32273595 Page 19
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United States . was backing them.

v - 10

more important was the traditional Cuban
attitude toward America and Americans.

To Cubans the United States was more than
the colossus of the North, for the two
countries were bound closely by attitudes,
by history, by geography and by economics.
The United States was great and powerful,
the master not only of the hemisphere but
perhaps of the world, and it was Cuba's
friend. One really didn't question such
a belief. It was a fact; everyone knew
‘it. And the mysterious, anonymous,
ubiquitous American agents who dealt with
the Cubans managed to strengthen that
pbelief.3l

GQ@) This "blind trust" by the Cuban exiles in
the U. S. Government prior to the Bay of Pigs was
specifically noted by the military commander of the

2506 Brigade, José (Pepe) Pérez San Roman: "Most

of the Cubans were there,"” he said, "because they

knew the whole operation was going to be conducted by

the Americans, not by me or anyone else. They did

not trust me or anyone else. They just trusted the
Americans. So they were going to fight because the
| w32

éfv The débacle at the Bay of Pigs was not only
a military tragedy for the anti-Castro Cuban exiles
but also a painful shattering of their confidence in
the U. S. Government. The exile leaders claimed that

the failure of the invasion was a result of the lack
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of promised air support, and for that they directly
blamed‘President Kennedy.33 Particﬁlarly galling
to them was Kennedy's public declaration to Soviet
Premier Khrushchev at the height of the invasion,
when the Brigade was being slaughtered in the swamps

of Bahia de Cochinos: "...I repeat now that the

United States intends no armed inte:vention in

4
Cuba."3

(;k@ Even those exile leaders who were willing-
to rationalize the extent of Kennedy's responsibility
were dissuaded when Kennedy himself admitted the

blame. Cuban Revolutionary Council leader Manuel
— - Execubive sSeSnon
%%§;tonio de Varonafgin hisAtestimony before the Com-

re——,

mittee, told of the President gathering the Council

members together at the White House when it became

e,

, , s 0
clear that the invasion was a disaster. Z:Verona?xjre-

called: "We were not charging Mr. Kennedy with any-
“\\? thing; we just~wented to clarify. We knew that he

x i didn't have any direct knowledge of the problem, and
jf \we knew that he was not in charge of the military
. é} effects directly; Nevertheless, President Kennedy,

to finish the talks, told us he was the one =-- the

pnly one responsible."35

//,,f~’

‘A few days after thaﬁ
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meeting, the White House issued a public statement
declaring that President Kennedy assumed "sole re-

. sponsibility" for the U. S. role in the action

against Cuba.

(&ﬁ) The aCceptanee of responeibility did eot

cut the bitter disappointment the Cuban exiles felt
~toward the U. S. Government and President Kennedy.
Much later, captured and imprisoned by Castro, Brigade
Commander San Roman revealed the depth of his re-
action at the failure of the invasion: "I hated

the United States," he said, "and I felt that I had
been betrayed. Every day it became worse and then: I
was getting madder and madder and I wanted to get

a tifle and come and fight against the U. S.?37
(}Q} Promlnent Cuban attorney Mario Lazo wroter

a book caustlcally titled Dagger In the Heart.s8

R s

"The Bay of. Pigs defeat was wholly self-lnfllcted o

e . R A e A R N T
e AT T Y e et = i B -

ln Washlngton,"“Lazo wrote.
ettt oy SNt et 284 P ~~E——Q’,

Kennedy told the truth when he publlcly
accepted responsibility...The heroism
of the beleaguered Cuban Brigade had
been rewarded by betrayal, defeat, death
for many of them, long and cruel im-
prisonment for the rest. The Cuban
‘people and the Latin American nations,
bound to Cuba by thousands of subtle ties
of race and culture, were left with
feelings of astonishment and disillusion-
ment, and in many cases despair. They
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- had always admired the United States as
strong, rich, generous -- Dbut where
was its sense of honor and the capac1ty=

~of its leaders?

- The mistake of the Cuban fighters.
for liberation was that they thought
too highly of the United States. They
believed to the end that it w %Sld not
let them down. But it did...
30 President Kennedy was well aware of the
bitter legacy left him by the Bay of Pigs debacle.
It is not now possible to document the changes in

Kennedy's personél attitude brought about by the

military defeat, but the firming of U. S. policy

toward Cuba and. the massive. infusion of U. S. aid
to clandestine anti-Castro operations in the wake

WA
of the Bay of Pigs CEEEEDED

as "the Kennedy vendetta."40
<3J§ What can be documented is the pattern of

U. S. policy between the period of ﬁhe Bay of Pigs
failure in April, 1961 and the Cuban missile crisis
in October, 1962. That pattern, replete with both
overt and covert maneuvers, had a significént effect
on the re-shaping of Cuban exile attitudes and, when
it was abruptly reversed, fm have provideci the

motivation for involvement in the assassination of

President Kennedy.
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(391n retrospect, the périod between the Bay

of Pigs and the Cuban missile crisis can be considered
the high water mark of anti-Castro activity, almost
every.manifestation of the U. S. policy providing a
reassurance of support of the Cuban exile cause. As

a matter of fact, only a few days after the Bay of
Pigs invasion, President Kennedy delivered a particu-
larly hard-line address before the American Society

of Newspaper Editors on the implications of Communism
in Cuba. "Cuba must not be abandoned to the Com-
munists," he déclared. In appealing for support from
Latin America, he indicated that the United States
would expe%t more from the nations of tﬁe hemisphere
" with regard to Cuba and asserted that the United
AStates would not allow the doctrine of non-interven-
tion to hinder its policy. Said Kennedy, "...our
restraint is not inexhéustible,".and spoke of Cuba

in the context df the "new and deéper_struggle."4l'
, (E%Q When Castro, in a May Day speech, declared
Cuba to be a socialist nation, the State Department
retorted that Cuba was a full-fledged member of the
Communist bloc.42

ny Another U. S. response was the establishment

of the Alliance for Progress, after years of relatively
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little attention to Latin America's economic and

social needs.?3 president Kennedy gave the Alliance

MemotAble
concept a &5 )

launching in a speech in March,
1961 when he called for vigorous promotion of_
social ‘and economic development in Latin America
through democratic means and, at the same time,
pledged substantial financial and political support.
' (5@) While the campaign to broadén its Cuban
policy base was being pursued, the Uniﬁed States

was

d proceeding on another course. In one of
the first unilateral efforts to isolate Cuba from
its allies, the United States in September, 1961 an-
nounced it woﬁld stop assistance ﬁo any country that
assisted Cuba: In December, Kennedy extended the
denial of Cuba's sugar quota through the first half
of 1962.45

<329_Meanwhile, the secret pblicy aimed at removing
Castro through assassination continued as FBI chief
J. Edgar Hoover informed Attorney General Robert
Kennédy in May that the CIA had used the Mafia in
"clandestine efforts" against Castro.46 In that month,
poison pills to be used in a plot to kill Castro were
47

passed to a Cuban exile in Miami by a Mafia figure.

In November, 1961, the CIA initiated'Operation
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MONGOOSE, designed to enlist 2000 Cuban exiles and
‘dissidents inside Cuba to overthrow Castro.

. (3&9 A%ﬁ#ough the bitter aftertaste of the Bay
of'Pigs invasion lingered in the Cuban exile com-
munity, those who remained active in the fight
against Castro came to realize that these subsequent
actions of the Kennedy Administration were manifesta-
tions of its determination to reverse the defeat.

' d
- What Kennedy hag euphemistically termed "a new and
deeper struggle" (supra) became, in actuality, a
secret war:
. ...the new President apparently
. perceived the defeat as an affront to hlS
pride. Within a matter of weeks he com-
mitted the United States to a secret war
. against Cuba that eventually required the
services of several thousand men and cost
-as much as $100 million a year...Kennedy
entrusted its direction to the CIA, which
.. .conducted an operation that could be
described either as a_large-scale vendetta
or a small crusade."49 »
// 3
QB@) The fact that the agency of the U. S. Govern-
ment the anti-Castro exiles had most dealt with and
relied on prior to the Bay of Pigs became, after the
invasion failure, the cohtrolling force of the "secret
war" was another indication to the Cuban exiles that
the Kennedy Administration was, indeed, still
‘sincere about overthrowing Castro.
Within a year‘bf the Bay of Pigs, the CIA
curiously and inexplicably began to grow,

to branch out, to gather more and more
responsibility for the'Cuban problem’.
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The Company was given authority to help
monitor Cuba's wireless traffic; to ob-
serve its weather; to follow the Castro
government's purchases abroad and its
currency transactions; to move extra-
ordinary numbers of clandestine field
operatives in and out of Cuba; to ac-
quire a support fleet of ships and air-
craft in order-to facilitate these

secret agent movements; to advise, train,
and help reorganize the police and- '
security establishments of Latin
countries which felt threatened by Castro
guerrilla politics; to take a hand in U-2
overflights and sea-air ELINT (Electronic
Intelligence) operations aimed at tracing
Cuban coastal-defense communications on
special devices; to pump...vast sums into
political operations thggght to be helpful
in containing Castro...

Gﬂy The nerve center of the United States'
"new and deeper struggle" against Castro was estab-
‘lished in the heartland of exile activity, Miami.
There, on a secluded, heavily-wooded 157l-acfe tract
that was part of the University of Miami's South
Campus, the CIAIset up é front operation, an elec-
tronics firm called Zenith Technological Servic'es.51
_its code name was JM/WAVE and it soon became the
largest CIA installation anywhere in the world ‘
outside of its headquarters in Langley, Virginia.52

(4d The JM/WAVE station had, at the height of

its activities in 1962, a staff of more than 300

: . 53 N
Americans, mostly case officers. Each case officer -
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employed from four to ten Cuban "principal agents"”
who, in turn, would each be responsible for between

54  In addition, the CIA

10 and 30 regﬁlar agents.
set up 54 front fdrporations -- boat shops, real estate
firms, detective agencies, travel companies, gun

shops -- to provide ostensible employment for‘the
case.officers and agents operating outside of IM/WAVE
headquarters-.55 It also maintained hundreds of pieces
of real estate, from small apartments to palatial \
homes, as "safe houses" in which to hold secret
meetings.56 As a result of its JM/WAVE oepration,

oW oF
the CIA‘became amoné&ugg/fiorlda s largest employers.

(ﬁf%} It was the JM/WAVE statlonk,ehfeﬁgh‘*f§~case—
éﬁﬁhﬁ%f? Wthh mendi-toredy—mere—or—1tESS controted,

ng45b*est~cases—fuﬁéedvthe anti-Castro groups.58

It was responsible'for the great upsurge in anti-.

57

Castro activity and the lifted spirifs of the Cuban
exiles as American arms and‘weapons flowed freely
through the t:aining'camps and guerrilla bases
spotted around South Florida.59 Anti-Castro raiding
perties that left from small secret islands in the
Florida Keys were given the_"green light" by agents
of the JM/WAVE stafcion.60 The result of it all was
that there grew inAthe Cuban exile community a re-
newed confidenee in the U. S. Government's sincerity

and loyalty to its cause.
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(;/3 Then came the Cuban missile crisis. The
more fervent Cuban ex11es were initially elated by
the possibility that the crisis might provdke a
final showdown wiﬁh Castro.sl For several months
prior there was increasing pressure on President
.Kennedy to take strong measures against the build-
up of the Soviet presence in Cuba, which was becoming
daily more blatant. 1In a report issued at the end
of March, 1962 the State Department said that Cuba
‘had received from the Soviet Union $100 million in
military aid for the training of Cuban pilots in
Czechéslovakia and that the Soviet Union also had
provided from 50 to.75 MIG fighters as well as tons
of modern weapons for Cuba's ground forces. b For-
tifying the Cuban exile's hope for action waé‘the
fact that the increasing amounts of Soviet weapons
moving into Cuba became the dominant issue in the
neWs in the succeeding months,'leading to Congres-
sional calls for action and a series of hard-line
responses from President Kennedy.63 In September,
Kennedy declared that the United States would use
"whaﬁever means may be necessary" to pfevent Cuba
ffom exporting "its aggressive purposes by force
or threat of force" againsﬁ "any part of the

‘Western Hemisphere."
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@L/} The fervent hope of the Cuban exiles --
that the Cuban missile crisis would ultimately result
in the United States smashing the Castro regime --
was shattered by the manner in which President
Kennedy resolved the crisis. Cuba itself was rele-
gated to a minor role as tough negotiations took
place between the United States and the Soviet Union,
'spec1f1cally through communication between President

65
Kennedy and Premler Khrushchev. The crisis ended

. when President Kennedy announced
that all IL-28 bombers were being withdrawn by the
Soviets and progress was being made on the withdrawal
of effensive missiles and other weapons from Cuba.

_In return, Kenﬁedy gave the Soviets and the Cubans a
"no invasion" pledge.6

(4%7 If Kennedy's actions at the Bay of Pigs
first ralsed doubts in the minds of the Cuban exiles
about the President's sincerity and determination to
bring about the fall of Castro, his handling of the
ﬁissile crisis confirmed ﬁhose doubts. Kennedy's
agreement with Khrushchev was termed "a violation”
of the pledge he had made three days after the Bay

. ef Pigs invasion that the United States woﬁld never
abandon. Cuba to-Communism.67 Wrote one prominent
exile: "For the friendly Cuban people, allies of

the United States, and for hundreds of thousands of
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exiles eager to stake their lives to liberate their
native land, it was a soul-shattering blow."58
| <2%)The bitterness of the anti-Castro exiles
was exacerbated by the actions the United States
Government took to implement.the President's "no
invasioﬁ"_pledge. Suddenly there was a crackdown
on the very training camps and guerrilla bases which
had been originally established and funded by the
United States and the exile raids which once had
the Government's "green light" were now promptly
disavowed and condemned.

(%69 On March 31, 1963 a group of anti-Castro
raiders were arrested by British police at a train-
ing site in the Bahamas.69 The U. S. State Depart-
ment admitted it had given the British the informa-

- tion about the existence Qf the camp.70 That same
night another exile raiding boat was seized in

Miami harbor.71

On April 3rd, the Soviet Union
charged tha£ the United States "encourages and
bears full responsibility" for two recent attacks
on Soviet Ships in Cuban ports by anti-Castro exile
commandos.72 The United States responded that it
was "taking every step necessary to insure that
such attacks are not launched, manned or. equipped

from U. S. territory."73 On April 5th, the Coast

Guard announced it was throwing more planes, ships
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~and men into its effort to police the straits of

. . , . 74
Florida against anti-Castro raiders. As a result
of the crackdown, Cuban exile sources declared that

their movement to rid their homeland of Communism

' had been dealt "a crippling blow" and that they had

lost a vital supply link with anti-Castro fighters
inside Cuba. |

é;%a There were numerous other indications of
the U. S. crackown on anti-Castro activity-following
the missile crisis. The Customs Service raided what
had long been a secret training camp in the Florida
Keys and arrested the anti-Castro force in training
there.75 The FBIVseized a major cache of explosives
at an ahti-Castro camp in Louisiana.76 Just weeks
later, the U. S. Coast Guard coopefated with the
British Navy-which had captured another group of
Cuban exiles in the Bahamas.77 In September, the
Federal Aviation Administration issued "strong
warnings" to six American civilian pilots who had
been flying raids over Cuba.78 Shortly afterwards,
the Secret Service arrested a prominent exile leader
for conspiring to counterfeit Cuban currency destined
for rebel forces inside Cuba.79 In Ogtober, the

Coast Guard seized four exile ships and arrested 22
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anti-Castro raiders who claimed they were moving
their operaiions out of the U. S. 80
‘(A%y The feeling of betrayal by the Cuban exiles
was given reinforcement by prominent sympathizers
outside their community, as well as by'Kennedy's
~political opponents. Captain Eddie Rickenbacker,
chairman of the Committee for the Monroe Dactrine,
asserted: "The Kennedy Administrétion has committed
the final betrayal of Cuban hopes for fréedom by its
order to block the activities of exiled Cuban freedom
fighters to liberate their nation from Communism. "81
Senator Barry Goldwater accused Kennedy of "doing
everything in his power" to keep the flag of Cuban
exiles "from ever flying over Cuba again."82 Richard
Nixon urged the end of what he called the "quarantine"
of Cuban exiles.83
é;?) - of courée, the most strident reactions came
from within the anti-Castro community itself. Follow-
ing the U. S. Government's notification that iﬁ would
discontinue its subsidy.to thé Cuban Revolutionary
Council, its president, José Mird Cardona, annbunced
his resignation from the Council in protest:against
U. S. poliéy.84 The Cuban exile leader accused

President Kennedy of "breaking promises and agreempéts"

v 85
to support another invasion of Cuba. Cardona
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said the change in American policy reflected the
fact that Kennedy had become "the victim of a master
play by the Russians.."86

(%%) The extent of the deterioration of relation-
ships between the Cuban exiles and the Kennedy Admin-
istration is indicated in the State Department's
reply to Cdgfbné's charges. It labeled them "a
gross distortion of recent history."I87

6599 Against the pattern of United States crack-
down on Cuban exile activity during this period,
however, emerges a counter-grain of incidents which
may have some bearing on an examination of the .
Kennedy assassination. These incidents involve some
very significant Cuban exile raids and anti-Castro
operations.whichvtoék place, despite the crackdown,
between the time of the missile crisis and the assas-
sination of the Presideht. In fact, in the midst
of the missile crisis, one of the most active Cuban
groups, Alphav66, announced that it made a successful
raid on the Cuban port city of Isabela de Sagua,
killing about twenty defenders, including Russians.88
On Oétober 15th, the same group sunk a Cuban patrol
boat.89 On Octbber 31lst, the'day after the blockade

; ; 0 .
was lifted, it struck agaln.9 , Immedlately after

the crisis ended in November, a spokesman for the
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group pledged new raids.91

(2;é> During this period, » other anti-Castro
grdupsfggmained active. In April, a group calling
itself the Cuban Freedom Fighters reported bombing
an oil'refinery outside Havaria.92 In May; the Cuban
government confirmed that‘anti—Castro‘rebels_had
carried out a "pirate" raid on a militia camp near
Havana despite U. S. promiseé ﬂ:}o take measures to

prevent such attacks."93

Later thag;month, ﬁhe anti-"
Castro Internal‘Front of Revolutionary Unity reported
it had formed a military junﬁ:? in Cuba to serve as
"provisional government of Cuba ih arms." Shortly
afterwards, a group of returning Cuban exile raiders
claimed they had blown up a Cuban refinery, sank a
gunboat and killed "ﬁany" of Castro's soldiers.94 It
is not known exactly how many incidents took place
during this period, but in April of 1963 one anti-
Castro fighter asserted that, by then, the Unitéd
States Government knew of eleven raids on Cuba since
the missile crisis and did nothing?gS

' 6539 . One analyst, reviewing that period of U. S.-
Cuban'relations, noted: "The U. S. Government's
policy toward the exiles was equivocal and inconsis-

96
tent..."
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(E;?) It cannot be determined to what extent, if .
any, the military activities of the anti-Castro

exile groups were sanctioned or supported by the .
o2 both ,

Kennedy Administration or by the CIAA At a

press conference in May, 1963, in response to a
question as to whether or not the U. S. Was giving
aid to exiles, President Kennedy was evasive: "We
may well be...wgll, none that I am familiar with...
i don't think as of today that W% are."97 And it
is known that by June, 1963,.tthéIA Qas supporting

JURE,
at least one Cuban exile group, t§$=ﬂ§§254 under

what was termed an "éutonymous operations"” concept.98
CSEQ In retrospect, this much is clear: With or'
without U. S. Government support and whether or not
in blatant defiance of Kennedy Administration policy,
there were a‘number of anti-Castro action groups
which were determined to continue -- and, in fact,
did continue -~ their operations. The resignation
of Mird Cardona actually split the Cuban Revolution-
ary Council down the middle and precipitated a bitter
dispute among the exile factions.99 The more moderate
contended that without U. S. support there was

little hope of ousting Castro and that the exiles

should concentrate their efforts in mounting political
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«

pressure to reverse Washington's shift in policy.lOO

Other exile groups announced their determination to

continue the war against Castro and, if necessary,

to violently resist curtailment of their paramilitary
activities in the Kennedy Administration.lOl In

New Orleans, for instance, Carlos Bringuier, the
local leader of the Cuban Student Directorate (DRE)
who, coincidentally, would later have a contact with
Lee Harvey Oswald, proclaimed, in the wake of the
Miro Cardona reéigﬁation; that his éroup "would con-
tinue efforts to liberate Cuba despite action by the

U. S. to stop raids originating from U. S. soil."102

/57) I

seeds of defiance of the Kennedy Administration may

FERTIETE . TRrte=phad Ehe

have been planted with the exiles even prior to the
Bay of Pigs invasion. In his history of the invasion,
Haynes Johnson revealed that shortly_before the
invasion, "Frank Bender," the CIA director of the
invasion preparations, éssembled the e#ile leaders
together at the CIA's Gdatemaia training camp:

It was now early in April and Artime was
in the camp as the civilian representative
of the Revolutionary Council. Frank
called Pepe (San Roman) and (Erneido)
Oliva again. This time he had startling
information. There were forces in the
administration trying to block the in-
vasion, and Frank might be ordered to
stop it. If he received such an order, -
he said he would secretly inform Pepe
and Oliva. Pepe remembers Frank's next
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words this way:
'If this happens you come here and make
some. kind of show, as if you were putting
us, the advisors, in prison, and you go
ahead with the program as we have talked
about it, and we will give you the whole
plan, even if we are your prisoners.'...
Frank then lau?hsd and said: 'In the end
‘ we will win." 10
é?&) That, then, is the context in which the
Committee approached the question of whether or not
the John F. Kennedy assassiantion was a conspiracy
involving anti-Castro Cuban exiles. Also kept in
mind was the testimony of the CIA's chief of its
Miami IJM/WAVE station in 1963, who noted: "...'as-
sassination' was part of the ambience of that time..."104
63—2) In this section is detailed the result of
the Committee's examination of the most active anti-
Castro exile groups and their key leaders. These
groups were specifically selected from the more than
100 exile organizations in existence at the time of
_ . . 105 , ;
the Kennedy assassﬂaﬂtlon. Their selection was -
the result of both indépendent'field investigation
by the Committee and the Committee's examination of
the files and records maintained by those federal
and local agencies monitoring Cuban exile activity

at the time. These agencies included local police

departments, the FBI, the CIA, the Bureau of Narcotics
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and Dangerous Drugs (now the DEA)/the Customs
Servicé, the Immigration and Naturalization Service
and the Department of Defense.
(ZQQ The groups selected.can be termed the
"action groups." These were the ones.most active
on both the military and propaganda fronts, the ones
which not only talked about anti-Castro operations,
but actually planned and carried out infiltrations
and raids into Cuba, conducted Castro assassination
attempts, weré involved in a multiéiélicity of arms
dealings and had the most vociferous and aggreSSive
leaders. These were also the groups and-ihdividuals
" who took the brunt of the Kennedy Administration's
crackdown on anti-Castro operations when it came
after the-Cﬁban missile crisis. These were the ones.
who, in the end, were most bitter at President

F;NAL‘G)

Kennedy, the ones who felt the most betrayed. TR

these were the groups and individuals who had the
means and motivation to be involved in the aasassina-
tion of the President.

(Eé&) The Committee, however, found no hard evi-
denae that any anti-Castro Cuban group or individual

was involved in Kennedy's assassination. Itﬁﬁﬁ?

HW 53080 DocId:32273595 Page 39



v - 30

that there was some kind of association between Lee

Harvey Oswald and individuals connected to at

LS

least two of the groups.

A
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The 0Odio Incident

{5%%) Within the

3 question of aﬁpgssfhre-
anti-Castro Cuban involvemenﬁ in the Kennedy assassination,
the Committee examined one incident which, over the yeafs,
has particularly intrigued criticé of the Warren Commission's

investigation. It has become known as "the 0dio incident,"”

the principal person involved being a young Cuban exile

namedvsilvia Odio.

(657 Here, in part, is how the Warren Commission detailed

the incident and its conclusions in its final Report:

r\\\\ ~ The Commission investigated fMrs. Odio's) statements

in connection with its consideration of the testimony of

several witnesses suggesting that Oswald may have been

i:k seen in the company of unidentified persons of Cuban or
“§{“ Mificag background. Mrs. Odid was born in:Havana in
ti;ggg/ éfggz and remained in Cuba until 1960; it appears that
t;réf’ ; %both of her parents are political prisoners of the
2%; : Castro regime. Mrs. Odio is a member of the Cuban
| ’ Revolutionary Junta (JURE), an anti—Castro organization.
% She testified that late in September 1963, three men
:: % - came to her apartment in Dallas and askéd her to help

i them prepare a letter soliciting'funds for JURE activities.
§
2 She claimed that the men, who exhibited personal familiarity

with her imprisoned father, asked her if she were "working

R R v e
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testified that two of the men appeared to be Cubans,

although they also had some characteristics that she

VJ;}‘ g associated with Mexicans. Those two men did not

Vo \ state their full names, but identified themselves

HW 53080

only by their fictitious underground "war names."

Mrs. Odio remembered the name of one of the Cubans

was introduced to Mrs. Odio as "Leon Oswald,” and she

‘\.
i
|
C?Q; f as "Leopoldo." The third man, an American, allegedly
K
%

was told that he was very much intere;;ed in the Cuban
cause. Mrs. Odio said that the men told her that they
had just come from New.Orleans énd that they were then
about to leave on a trip. Mrs. Odio testified that the
; next day Leopoldo called her on the telephone and

told her that it was his idea to introduce the American

into the underground "because he is great, he is kind

pss
it B
G028 e e A v s ine

of nuts." Leopolao also said that the Amefican had been

in the Marine Corps and Qas an excellent shot, and that

the American said the Cubans "don't have any guts***because
President Kennedy should have been assassinated after

the Bay ofAPigs, and some Cubans should have done that,
because he was the Qné that wasAholding the freedom

of Cubé aétually."

! | Although Mrs. Odio suggested‘doubts that the men
{ were in fact members of JURE, she was certain that

the American who was introdﬁced to her as Leon Oswald

DocId:32273595 Page 42

in the underground," and she replied that she was not. She

il w



i s

was Lee Harvey Oswald. Her sister, who was in the apartment at
the time of the visit by the three men, and who stated
that she saw them briefly in the hallway when answering
the door, also believed that the American was Lee Harvey
Oswald. By referring to the date on which.sheﬂﬁ§ved from
her former apartment, October 1, 1963, Mrs. Odio fixed
the date'df the alleged visit on the ThurSday or Friday
;}J} : immediately preceding that date, i.e., September 26 or
Y é;gJ / 27. she was positive that the visit occurred prior
to October 1.
Qgg % During the course of its investigation, however,
the Commission concluded that Oswald could not have been =~
in Dallas on the evening of either September 26 or 27, 1963.
It also developed,considerable evidence that he was not
in Dallas at any time between the beginning of éeptember ' &
and October 3, 1963.... |

In spite of the fact that it appeared almoét certain
that Oswald could nbt héve been in Dallas at the
time Mrs. Odio thought he was, the Commission requested
the FBI to conduct further investigation to determine
the validity of Mrs. Odio's testimony. The Commission
considered the problems raised by that testimony

as important in view of the possibility it raised that

-

Oswald may have had companions on his trip to Mexico.
The Commission specifically requested the FBI to attempt

to locate and identify the two men who Mrs. Odio stated
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\ were with the man she thought was Oswald....

§ On September 16, 1964, the FBI located Loran

v

Eugene Hall in Johnsandale, Calif. Hall has been
identified as a participant in numerous anti-Castro

activities. He told the FBI that in September of 1963

SR O S
R T~

he was in Dallas, soliciting aid in connection with

anti-Castro activities. He said he had visited Mrs.

5%2

& oYV g Odio. He was accompanied by Lawrence Howard, a Mexican-
American from East Los Angeles and one William Seymour

4? from Arizona. He stated thatvSeymour is similar in

appearance to Lee Harvey Oswald; he speéeaks only a

few words of Spanish, as Mrs. Odio had testified one

of the men who visited her did. While the FBI had not

é yet completed its investigation into this matter at the

i time the report went to press, the Commission*has : -.
concluded that Lee Harvey Oswéld was not at Mrs. Odio's —

(1)

S ~apartment in September of 1963.

{ég) " The unequivocality of the Warren Commission's
conclusions. was. not. supported by the evidence. The Commission

had based its definite conclusion on two points: One was

i

the "considerable" evidence that Oswald could not have been

in Dallas on the evening Mrs. Odio_alleges'she saw him;(z)
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the other~was the FBI's report of Loran Eugene Hall's

speculation that Odio misidentified his companion, William

Seymour, as Lee Harvey Oswald.‘3)

(7@) Although the Warren Commission Report states that
Odio "fixed" the date of the alleged Oswald visit on
September 26 or September 27, she actually told the FBI

that she was not at all positive about the exact date.(4)
e (5)

Shessaid it might have been as early as September 25.
<7/4)The Warren Commission asserted that Oswald left

New Orleans by bus for Houston, on his way to Mexico, on
(6) |

September 25. Yet there was no documentary evidence

ﬁé?substantiate%tnaﬂ, and neither the bus driver nor any

passenger could recall seeing Oswald on that bus.(7) . In

fact, Warren Commission General Counsel J. Lee Rankin

asked the FBI to investigate the possibiiity that Oswald ' -

(8) when a neighbor saw

(9)

left New Orleans on Septeﬁber 24,
him leaving his apartment carryiné'two'suitcaseé.
Rankin ﬁointed out in his lefter to J. Edgar Hoover ﬁhat
V_—Z "Marina Oswald told the Commission that her husband told .
KQI her he intended to leave New Orleans the very next day

:9} N following her departure on September 23, 1963. She has

b gy also indicated that he told her an unemployment check
Q?” would be forwarded to Mrs. Rﬁ? Paine's address in Irving

W
if
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from his post office box in New Orleans.... It also seems impos-
sible to us that Oswald would have gone all the way back to the
Winn-Dixie store at.4303 Magazine Street to cash the unemployment
check which he supposedly picked up at the Lafayette Branch of

the Post Office@ when he could have cashed it at Martin's Restau-

g ¥
S s _“m-//"

rant, where he had previously ;ashed many of his ReiTy checks and
one unemployment check. _That is particularly true if he received
the check on September'25, 1963, as previously thought, and had

left his apartment with his suitcases the evening before.”lg/

L

F(WV b>The FBI never came up with any evidence which resolved
the.questjons raised in Rankin's request. In sum, the Warren Com-
mission developed no hard evidence -whieh-could substantiate the |
fact that Oswald was or was not in Dallas during the time period
0Odio said she saw him.

C7\¢> Although the Warren Commission stated that the FBI had
not yet completed its investigation at the time its report went
t0'press,ll/ it was only two days after its September 16, 1964,
interview of Loran Eugene Hall that the FBI interviewed William
Seymour, who denied he ever had any contact with Silvia Odio and

that he had been in Dallas with Hall in September, 1963.12/ Tnhe

FBI subsequently confirmed the fact that Seymour was working in

~Florida during September, 1963.13/ 0n ' \
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September 23, 1964, the FBI interviewed Loran Hall's

(14)

other associate, Lawrence Howard. Howard also denied

he had ever contacted Silvia Odio.(ls)

The FBI‘then
went back and re-interviewed Hall who then said that he
had been accompanied on his'trip to ballas not by
Seymour but by a Cuban friend he knew as "Wahito" and

that he no longer recalled any contact with Odio.(ls)

The FBI determined that "Wahito" was Celio Sergio Castro(lj?
who, when interviewed, said. he had never heard of or met

(18)

Silvia 0Odio. On October 1, 1964, the FBI showed

Silvia Odio photographs of Loran Hall, william Seymour,

(19? She examined

Lawrence Howard and Celio Sergio Castro.
the photographs and said that none of the individuals
were identical to any ofvthe three men who had come to
her apartment door in Dallas.(zo) |

(%59 In view of the prematurity of the Warren Commission's
conclusion based on the impeached_Loraﬁ Hall allegation
and the unresolved question of Oswald's whereabouts at. the
time, the Committee considered the Odio incident one of
the lingering enigmas in the original assassination investi-
gation. Unfortunately, the nature of the incident makes
it, from an investigative standpoint, particularly suscept-
ible to the erosive effects of time. The canvassing, for
instance, of both pro-Castro and anti-Castro groups in

~

Dallas, New Orleans and Miami in search of descriptive
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similarities to the men who visited‘odio might have been
fruitful at the time; today it would be i;;éé;egéiate. The
construction of a compostie sketch of the individuals when
their features were still fresh in Odio's memory might have
provided prodﬁctive evjdence 15 years ;gSé today it would be'
of gquestionablée value considering the natural adulteration.of
recall over that period of time. A search for the car ::ggﬁy-
the men were driving might have been very pfoductive at the
time; today it would be useless. The Cemmittee wa§>ﬁherefore>
handicapped by the limitations of the initial investigation
and the paucity of evidence developed. The valid investigative
approaches remaining were distressingly limited. Nevertheless,
because of the potential significance of the Odio incident
to a possible conspiracy in the Kennedy assassination, the
Committee decided that, in addition to pursuing any substantive -
leads it possibly could, it.would also attempt to verify the - =5
record regarding Silvia Odio's credibility and the details
of her allegations.

.C?@) Also of interest to the Committee, of coufse, were
the initial assertions of Loran Hall that he and two associates,
William Seymeur and Lawrence Howard, were the ones who had

(21)

visited Odio in Septembef. All three had been actively

involved in anti-Castro activity and were members of a group of

(22)

soldiers of fortune called Interpen. The group was arrested

at No Name Key, Florida, in Deéember, 1962 as part of the Kennedy

(23) That

Administration's crackdown on anti-Castro operations.
policy, which highly incensed the anti-Castro and right-wing

factions, was the result of an agreement Kennedy had made with
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(24)

Khrushchev and Castro. Those factions considered the i

agreement a "betrayal”.

at

(25)

(7ﬁa Loran Hall provided sworn testimony to the Committee

an Executive Session on October 5, 1977. ‘Here is an

excerpt from that testimony:
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