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INTERVIEH HITH SAH PAPPICH 

IntervieH Hith Sam Pappich Has conducted by Andre<i7 Postal on 
Friday, August 22, 1975 at Hr. Pappich's home in Albuquerque, Ne>-T 
I·1exico. Hr. Pappich stated that he became the liaison between the FBI 
and. the .CIA in 1952. He \vas part of a liaison section at the Bureau. 
He vTOrkecl closely \vith Hef Khurtz. Khurtz handled relations with the 
various intelligence subcommittees, and a).so handled much of the 
relations with the Office of Security at the CIA. 

P'".ppich s tated that' he had broad access to Ag ency personnel. 
Pappich would file his repor'ts vlith the espionag e section of the 
domestic intelligence branch of .the Bureau. These reports, in turn 
would be fo.nvarded to the organized crime section of the Bureau Hhen 
information related to the activities of the underworld. In the 
Office of Security, Pappich knew and had dealing s with Edwards, O' · 
Connell, Bannerman, and Osborn. In a direc·torate of plans, his con
tacts included Bissell, Helms, and Harvey. 

Pappich stated that he was mvare, in general, of the CIA's anti
Castro activities in Hiami, but not of specific operations. He knew 
the chiefs of the Hiami operations, but \vas only interested in the 
domestic aspects of that operation. 

Pappich heard that ~ttorney General Kennedy had direct conununi
cation with the Central Intelligence Agency. He described the Attoiney 
General's involvement in the intelligence community as beginning almost 
;innediately upon the commencement of the Kennedy Adrainistration. He 
stated that Attorney General Kennedy >vas involved in, and avTare of, 
the whole range of intelligence activities. He stated that the 
Attorney General vmuld put pressure on the intelligence community for 
results. He stated that \vhile the Attorney General's involvement tvith 
the intelligence community began prior to the Bay of Pigs, his involve
ment increased after this operation. 

When shown the Bureau's memo of October 1 8 , 1960,Pappich stated 
that anyone in the Bureau '''ould knou the signifiqn1ce of the mention 
of Giancana. He stated that he \vould have seen this memo in the normal 
course of business, but \vouldn't svTear to having s een it. He stated 
that h e did no~ discuss this matter with Bissell. He a lso stated that 
he doesn't rer.1ember discussing th:i.s matter \·Jith Dulles. He stated that 
at the time he \·!Ould have communicated with EdHards or Bannerman in the 
Of fice of ·Security. lle furth er stated that Nr. Belmont \voultl have bee n 
his superior in the, intelligence d :~vision of the FBI. 

· Pappich sta ted that Hhen the \J ireta ~) uas di s covered in Las Vegas 
it really hit the fan. l-Ie stated that \vhen the tap \vas found, the 
intellig ence of the Bureau would have been on top of the situation. He 
s tatecl that he 1muld have talked to a Hr. AndreHs in the organized 
crime s ection after discovering the involven1ent of the underuorld in 
this·operation. Tie s tated t hat Courtney Evans; interest in this 
o peration ~·muld have been Gi ancana r s relationship to the Hire tap, and 
not to the CIA's involvement. He stated that Courtney Evans' reports 
ivould have reflected this involvement as a potential impediment to 
prosecution. He did state that when the Bureau learned of the wireta p 
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· and its relation to the CIA, everyone at the Bureau was really upset. 
He also stat~d that the Attorney General didn't w~nt this connection 
surfaced. 

Pappich stated that ~vith respect to the CIA underworld connection, 
he Hould monitor agency contact ~·lith these ·people. He vmuld report; 
these contacts to the domestic intelligence section of the Bureau and 

· they in turn 1·70uld ~elate this ·information to Courtney Evans. He 
stated that he would file a memo of every contact as reported to him 
by personnel at the CIP.·. He stated that he was briefed on every 
meeting \vith Roselli and the other undenvorld figures. He stated he 
\vas told the nature of the talks. Hhile the Office of Security handled 
this operation, EdHards \vas the individual at the CIA 1.;rho kept Pappich 
briefed. He stated that at this time he believed there vere t1vo or 
three meetings. with the Attorney General about this operation, but 
doesn't know the specifics, nor \vas he present at any of these meetings 
He stated that his reports would go to the intelligence division, the 
organized crime section and the Director of the FBI. 

Pappich stated that the Bureau first became a~vare of the CIA's in
volvement with the undenvorld at the time the .Las Vegas 'lviretap Has 
discovered. lle stated that reports of this ~onnection might have bee~ 
made orally. He stated that Ed.vards and Bannerman kept himself and 
Hef Khurtz informed in a general Hay. Harvey, formalized the arrange__; 
ment. He stated that the :Hay 3, 1961 intervie\v with EdHards Has pro
ba·bly handled by e.ither himself or r·IeL Khur-tz_. Courtney Evans' divisio 
\vould have seen the Hay 22, 1961 memorandum. As to whether, C?r 'lvhat, 
vas told to the Attorney General, Pappich stated he \vouldn't have knoun 
of any meetings 1vi~h the At torriey General. The CIA kept the FBI well 
advised after the tap was discovered. 

Pappich stated that the Attorney General \vould not have gone to th·' 
Bureau in order to find the object of this operation. The Attorney 
General 'lvould have found out the nature of the operation by contacting 
the DCI directly. He found it difficult to believe that i'kCone uould 

FILE: 

not have knmvn of this operation.. Hov1ever, he never discussed · this 
operation with McCorie. He did state that he had ready access to Mr. 
HcCon~ and that they discussed many subjects. He stated that the Bureau's 
arrangement 1vith the CIA 1-1as worked out prior to the HcCone administra
tion. He-a·lso stated that the Bureau had no pre-'lviretap information 
on this operation. After the wir~tap was discovered, the Bureau was 
m.vare of the CIA Is involvement' and the Attorney General was kept in
formed. 

hThen shovm the Hay 22, 1961 memoranda, Pappich stated that this 
clearly indicated that by this time, at least, the particulars of this 
operation were kndwn. He stated that when the Bureau became aware of 
the CIA/Giancana involvement, an .informal arran~;ement \vas ~vorkecl out. 
He stated that Harvey ahmys told hiE~ of contacts . Hith the underworld, 
usually in advance. Information he received concerning Roselli was 
incOrporated in reports he made to the Bureau. Harvey w~uld tell him 
all of Roselli's movements, and of all associations ~vith Gia'ncana. He 
stated that to the best of his knowledge the CIA aluays got authority 
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from either the President, the Attorney General, or the Special Group. 
He further stated, that it Has especially ir.1portant to get the Attorney 
General's approval. He stated that Hr. Dulles had direct access to 
Presid.ent Eisenhal·ler. Hov1ever, he doesn't knm<! ·~·Jhether Eisenho1--7er 1.,-as 
told of this o peration. He stated that Robert Kennedy would h~ve known 
o f the nature of this operotion from thE.' Hay 22, 1961 memorandum, or 
uould have found 01.1t from the CIA the nature of this operation. He 
qualified this , ho<v;ever , by stating this is his belief and nothing he 
knows as a fact. lie ·did state that he got feedback from his people 
regarding the Attorney Genera.l's concern Hith this oper·ation's potentia 
fla p . He found it strang e that the Attorney General -.;.;roul~d be shocked 
by the ne1-1s of CIA involvement \vith the undervwrld in Hay of 1962. 
Courtney Evans \•JOulcl have · Hal ked the Nay 22, 1961 memoranda over to 
the Attorney General, or had someone in his office deliver it. 

...... .... -- Hith respect to the intervie1.;r of February 7, 1962, he stated 
that if he interviewed Echvards, it probably uould have been at 
Courtney Evans' . request. He also stated that if he interviewed Ed•vards, 
he was absolutely certain that the Attorney General would not have been 

.present. He emphatictilly stated that neither he, nor to the best of 
his knmvledgc anyone at the Bureau, ever knel·l of any · assassina ti.on plot. 
He stated thab the nature of this operation wasn't the Bureau's concern, 
it was a foreig n intellig ence matter. 

Pappich uas quite cer:tain that he uould have filed a rrv2n1orandum 
o f every contact vJith undenmrld fig ures as related to him by Harvey . 
lie. also \JCLS certain he \vauld have done· the same "1-lith information given 
him by Edwards. Pappich stated that he told Harvey from the beginning 
of the stupidity of using unden..rorld figures. He stated that he 
believed ~.Jhen !!arvey took over the .contact '-lith the undenmrld fi gures, 
J-·:e uas only cloinz, so because they Here strapped Hith these people. As 
f ar as t h e FD I Has conc e rned, the da ma g e h.:id already b een done ~vith 
res pect to the probler::s of prosecutlnr:; these underworld figures. ;:re 
.stated that the FBI \vould not have been privy to much of \-Jhat the 
Attorney Genero. l •·wulcl havE~ ! ·~nm·ll1 about t h is and other f o rei c; n intel
lig ence matters. 

The agreenent het\veen the Central Intelligence A;:;ency and the FBI 
•·ms an understanding that the FBI uould he informed by the CIA of any 
contacts Hith undenmrld people, of tlH!ir movements, and any intelli
g ence '>Jhich directly or indirectly rela teJ to organized crime in the 
United States. This information \•rould include the movement of these 
figures, their activities, their travel, and any 1~1eetins s. 

He a gain stated that everyone in the Bureau ~·Jas 1:1a dder than hell 
a bout the Ag ency's involveh1en t ·\·Ji th these unde.nvorld figures. To the 
best of his knmvledge, he never heard that the Attorney General ~-;as mad 
about thi s contact. It Has his uriderstanding , that the underworld 
fig ures ~,rere not being used operationally. \Ihen shovm the references 
in the nay 22, 1961 memoranda to this ·operation as involving anti.
Castro activities and dirty business, Pappich stated he didn.'t ask -v:hat 
the operationally use of these fir;ures v1as, or get clearance from above 
for staying out of this operation. He did state that the Bureau kept 
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the Attorney General advised on \vhat it learned of this operation. lie 
stated that the Attorney General lJaS concerned that this operq.tion 
uould become knmvn, and didn't Hant it to get out. Finally, Hr. Pappich 
1vas most concerned that people at· the Com1nittee understand what the 
nature of ·the. tJ.mes \vere. Ile stated that everyone's primary concern 
uere with actions directed against the Soviet Union. That actions 
directed aga:i.nst Castro's Cuba tvere an extension of this policy. His 
primary concern, ·as a member of the Bureau's domestic intelligence 
section, \·Jas \vith Soviet operations in this country. He feels it is 
very important. to have an intelligence community in this country, ·and 
feels that the Committee.' s \vork perhaps is jeopardizing this ·importaht 
resource. 

' ' 
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