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FEDERAL BUREAU Olk INVESTIGATION
Form No. 1 \
THIS case orRIGINATED AT SAIl FRANCISCO \1‘ FILE No.  100=1465
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
SL¥ FRANCISCO, CAL. 12/19/44 1 )'2‘%?“30”‘12/1/44 EDWARD B. WALLA bg

TITLE . CHARACTER OF CAS

JOHN ~PITTHMAN INTERNAL SECURITY - C

SYNOPSISOF FAGTS: Subject continues to reside at 67 Pleasant Street and

retains his position as Managing Editor of the PEOPLE'S
WORLD newspaper. He is a member of the State Committee
~of the Communist Political Association and was elected

¢A Vice-president of the San Francisco County CPA., ie 1is
:'é: A assigned as a member of the Fillmore Club and is active
f,;l ggﬁf Yo in speaking before various other clubs of the Party.
. ,ik"\ o . i -ﬁ;? ‘, e
o s + i "'P" - Aul.'.rr‘.,-‘ )

RETERENCE: Report of Special Agent Raymond Rlchard Brackelsberg
dated July 1, 1944 at San Francisco, California.

DETAILS: ‘Subject is considred a Key Figure in activities of the
Cormunist Political issociation in the San Francisco
Field Division.

Mre. SAM CERELLI, Chief Clerk, Local Draft Board =2100,
San Francisco, advised that the subject resides at 67 Pleasant Street, Sen

A Prancisco, and is still employed by the PEOPLE'S WORLD newspaper, 590 Folsom
\1 Street, San Francisco, California, vihich is a Communist controlled daily

4

- L)'.‘rbrn

An article in the June 14, 1944 issue of the Daily Peopli&i/
“srld reflects that at the first convention of the newly formed California
A State Communist Political hissociation, the subject was elected to the State
@ Committee. The September 19, 1944 issue reflects that the subject was also
_ ) “luc»ed Vice- prcgldenu of the San Francisco County organization of the
N\ Cemmmist Political ,ssociation slong with RUDIE L.MBERT, State CP4i Labor
;f '+ Dirsctor, at the San I Prancisco County CPL Conveqt’on.
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\\\iijson for separation is that the subject was runnlnr arounda

attezded the State Communist Party Convention as a Fraternal Delevate. This
convention’ was held at San Franclsco, hav 7, 1944,

: SOURCE B who is very close to the subject, advised that %
ULJGPL' editorial policy in the PEOPLE'S WORLD was dictated by 4
inls of the State CPL. SOURCE B related that shortly after Senator Ji. "
LJ‘S ﬂom1nﬁ+1on for Vice-president, the subject was contacted 1 by BILL ? Z

EIDERMAN , State CPA President who demanded tha® an editorial appogr“v
diztely in the PEOPLE'S WORLD explaining that' TRUMAT is a compromise
rendidate to zet wnity in the Party.and that WALLACE was not bhetrayed.”
SCURCE B added thet when Covsrnor DEWEY was meking campaign speeches,
SCEIEIDERMAN agein demended that the subject attacr every DEVEY speech in

arn editorials ' : . . »

A

\

, onfidential Informant SF 595 advised that the subject
spoke ot the meeting of the Richmond Victofy Club in iugust, 1944. The
topic of his speech was "The COM{UNIST MOVEMENT THROUGHOUT THE. VOQLD "

' It wes ascertained through SOURCE C that the subject
PCPSTVpd an invitetion to-speak at ifills College, a prominent girls'! college
at Oukland, California.- SOURCE C rolated that STEVESZLSONV, President
of the “lameda County CP.. obtained this invitation for the Subject anad
instructed him thet he should speal on the reasons fqr'Red-Baiting in +the
Presidential eampaign and show that it is a method of propagsnda identical
with thot employed by HITLER. This informent stated that STEVE NELSON
was in close contoct with PITTH/Y and. st various times, suggested events
which PITTH }ﬂ mlght use as 2 basis for his editorialse. '

: A SOURCE D adv*sed that HARRYaBRIDGES, West Coast CIO
Labor. Leader, requested the subject © esefET him in d rafting an inquiry
of the Port Chicago Magro Mutiny case. BRIDGES requested the subject to.
write an editorial on this case so that pressure might be brought upon
‘the Waval iuthorities. SOURCE D related that RUDIE L.MBERT, State Communist
Political issccietion Labor Director also requested the subject to write
axt editorial concerning this Wegro Mutiny Case. It should be noted that
during ‘this Hegro Mutiny Trial, the PEOPLE'S WORLD devoted 2 portion of
-its odluorlal page to edltorlals which denounced the Navy action taken dy
‘tao uuban. ) : . J//// ,
L /' It was learned through SOURCE E that the Subject's 3) ' -
u&f§?‘ﬂa /H[" left the Subject and is presently residing at the F
JOUISE RﬁIQTJL well lmovm Communist. This 1nformqnt stated the

ROX, Peoplets World reporter, ' .
Ve N . \»
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